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LETTER 


XLII. 


Cambridge,  in  New  England, 
Nov,  17, 1777. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IN  military  operations,  the  conqueror  is 
delighted  to  honor  the  good  condu6t 
and  bravery  of  the  defeated,  not  only  by 
the  fecret  approbation  of  his  own  heart, 
which  induces  him  to  refpefl  a  gallant  be- 
h^iviour,  even  in  an  enemy,  but  becaufe  his 
Vol.  IL  B  ambition 


I 


It    0 


h 


V-  ' 


il     • 


INTERIOR    TRAVELS 


#\ 


»  V 


ambition  is  agreeably  flattered  by  the  con- 
(}ueft  of  thofe  who  had  rendered  them- 
felves  formidable  by  their  bravery— and 
no  doubt  but  from  thefe  motives,  General 
Gates  being  fully  fenfible  of  the  mortifica-' 
tion  attending  our  reverfe  of  fortune,  and 
not  wifhing  to  add  any  circumftance  that 
might  aggravate  our  prefent  calamity,  kept 
his  army  withdn  their  camp  during  the 
time  we  were  piling  up  our  arms,  that  they 
might  not  be  %e£lator«  of  ib  humiliating  a 
fcene. 

Our  fituation,  although  unfortunate,  h 
not  the  firft  inftance  of  an  army's  capi- 
tulating, witnefs  the  convention  at  Clofler- 
hauven, '  which  was  fo  Ihamefully  broke  > 
and  ii  you  look  farther  back  into  hiilory, 
you  will  fi^,  that  exa&ly  a  centiuy  ago> 
tbe  army  vmdcr  the  Duke  of  Saxe  £y&nack» 
V^rhich  had  been  confiderably  wcakensd  by 
the  lo&s  ^d  fatigues  of  thecampaiga» 
was  under  the  neceflity  of  furrcndcring  to 
.;  the 
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the  Marfhal  ck  Crequi,  who  granted  a 
pafTport,  conceived  in  very  humble  terms 
to  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Eyfenack,  allowing 
him  permidion  to  pafs  with  his  army  by  a 
particular  route,  and  all  the  officers, 
troopers,  and  common  foldiers  of  the 
French  army,  were  expreflly  forbid  to  offer 
the  Icaft  injury  or  infult,  either  to  the 
Duke  or  his  army,  in  their  return  to  Ger- 
many. 


In  this  latter  point  General  Gates  imi- 
tated the  Marfhal,  for  after  we  had  piled 
up  our  arms  and  our  march  was^  fettled,  as 
we  pafTed  the  American  army,  throughout 
the  whole  of  them  I  did  not  obferve  the 
leafl  difrefpeft,  or  even  a  taunting  look, 
but  all  was  mute  i/ftonifhment  and  pity— . 
and  it  gave  us  no  little  pleafure  to  find  that 
the  antipathy  fo  long  fhewn  us  was  con- 
figned  to  oblivion,  elevated  to  that  treat- 
ment which  the  authorized  maxims  and 
practices  of  war  enjoin,  civil  deportment 
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to  a  captured  enemy,  unfuUied  with  the 
exulting  air  of  vi6lors.  , . 

For  want  of  the  advantages  of  an  imme- 
diate, exa6l,  and  regulai*  communication 
with  the  fouthern  army,  ill  fuccefs  has  been 
the  confequence.  The  fad  event  of  our 
expedition  evinces  the  neceffity  of  confiding 
the  plan  of  war  to  a  General,  who  might 
improve  every  conjun6lure  by  changing 
difcretionally  the  route  and  fpecies  of  the 
war.  If  our  Commander's  orders  had  been 
general,  and  not  fuch  abfolute  ones  as  could 
not  be  varied  from,  (of  which  he  made  us 
acquainted  on  the  morning  of  our  furren- 
der)  he  would  not  have  been  under  the  ne- 
ceffity of  engaging  the  King's  army  in  any 
hazardous  attempt,  as  he  might  have  re- 
crofTed  the  Hudfon's,  and  changed  the  war 
to  the  defenfive. 

People  are  very  apt  to  draw  conclufions 
from  what  they  think  ought  to  be,  and 

form 
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form  fyftems  which  circumftances  muft 
alter.  No  doubt  but  it  will  be  generally 
thought  in  England,  as  we  had  reduced 
Ticonderoga,  and  had  only  twenty-five 
miles  to  Albany,  the  place  of  our  intended 
deflination,  it  was  eafy  to  accomplifh  it, 
without  confidering  the  delays  and  impe- 
diments we  have  met  with.  This  hafty 
kind  of  do6trine  you  muft  often  have  been 
witnefs  to,  from  the  fpirited  hopes  and  ex- 
pectation of  our  national  feelings. 


Our  melancholy  cataftrophe  will  be  a 
caution  to  others  in  power,  in  their  direc- 
tions to  a  General  j  this  expedition  appears 
to  have  been  planned  by  thofe,  who,  fitting 
in  their  clofets,  with  a  map  before  them, 
ridiculoufly  expe6l  the  movements  of 
an  army  to  keep  pace  with  their  rapid 
ideas,  not  only  diredting  general  opera- 
tions, but  particular  movements  of  a  cam-  ^ 
paign,  carried  on  through  a  country  in  inr 
terior  defart§,  and  at  a  diftance  of  three 
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thoufand  miles,  without  allowing  the  Ge^ 
neral  who  is  to  condud:  that  army,  to  ht 
invefled  with  powers  for  changing  the  mode 
of  war,  as  circumftances  may  occur« 


\ ' 


It  was  univerfally  understood  through-* 
out  the  army,  that  the  obje£t  of  our  ex- 
pedition  was  to  efie£t  a  junction  with  that 
under  Genera]  Howe,  and  by  fuch  mogns 
become  mafters  of  the  Hudfon's  river, 
dividing  the  northern  from  the  fouthern 
provinces.  You  can  eafily  conceive  the 
aftonifhment  it  occafioned,  when  we  were 
informed  that  General  Howe's  army  had 
gone  to  Philadelphia,  and  it  was  the  more 
increafed,  as  we  could  not  form  to  ourfelves 
any  idea  how  fuch  a  ftep  would  facilitate, 
or  effect  a  junction. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofc,  when  two 
armies  are  to  meet,  that  the  northern  one 
would  advance  to  the  fouthward,  and  the 
fouthern  to  the  northward  5  or  if  they  are 

to 
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to  meet  any  where  about  the  center  be*, 
cween  each,  that  they  would  fet  out  in 
thofe  <lire£lions,  much  about  the  fame 
time.  But  it  (hould  feem  that  thofe  who 
have  the  direction  at  home  of  the  armies 
upon  this  Continent,  defpifing  fuch  fimple 
and  natural  means  of  effecting  a  jun£lion, 
difpatch  the  army  at  New  York  farther 
fouth,  and  fend  the  army  from  Canada  in 
the  fame  dire6lion,  that  if  both  continued 
their  courie  till  doomfday,  it  would  be  im« 
poffible  to  meet.  I  am  too  much  afraid 
thofe  at  the  head  of  aiffairs  too  implicitly 
credited  every  report,  and  are  continually 
led  away  by  the  falie  information  of  men 
who  are  intercfted  in  the  deception,  and 
are  profiting  by  the  common  calamities  of 
England  and  America* 


The  courage,  rcfolution  and  patience  of 
the  army  in  enduring  the  hardships  of  the 
campaign  in  general,  but  more  particularly 
the  conclufion  of  it,  muft  fully  i^fute  an 
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invidious  charge  of  foreigners  in  general, 
particularly  the  French,  that  the  Englifh 
are  unfit  for  the  hardfhips  of  war,  and 
though  brave  and  intrepid  in  the  field,  are 
not  capable  of  enduring  fatigue,  without 


the  conveniencies  of  life. 


.J.   t..,  .!'\Jt  l!jr   u, 
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I  fl 


Throughout  the  whole  campaign,  the 
men  had  not  a  morfel  of  bread,  but  mixed 
up  their  flour  into  cakes,  and  baked  them 
upon  a  ftone  before  a  fire;  very  feldom 
fpirits  to  cheer  them  after  fatiguing  days, 
in  clearing  away  the  woods  for  encamp- 
ments, repairing  roads,  and  confti*u6ling 
bridges;  feldom  frefh  provifionsj  fcanty 
and  miferable  as  the  allowance  to  a  foldier 
is,  it  was  reduced  to  half  its  quantity  on 
the  3d  of  06lober.  After  the  a6tion  of  the 
19th  of  September,  the  men  continually 
flept  lyith  their  accoutrements  on,  and  after 
the  a6lion  on  the  7th,  never  had  a  tent  to 
flielter  them  from  the  heavy  g^nd  almoil 
inceflant  rains  that  fell  from  that  time  till 

the 
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the  convention,  without  the  refreftiment  of 
fpirits  during  this  period ;  and  after  our 
arrival  at  Saratoga,  debarred  of  that  very 
efTential  to  the  health  and  convenience  of 
troops,  water,  although  clofe  to  a  fine 
rivulet,  it  being  at  the  hazard  of  life,  in 
the  day  time,  to  get  any,  from  the  number 
of  riflemen  the  enemy  had  pofted  in  trees, 
and  at  night  the  men  were  prevented,  as 
they  were  fure  to  be  taken  prifoners,  if 
they  attempted  it.  All  the  water  that  the 
army  was  fupplied  with  was  from  a  very 
muddy  fpring,  and  what  they  could  get  out 
of  the  holes  the  cattle  made  with  their  feet ; 
by  way  of  luxury,  and  to  render  their  pro- 
vifionsmore  palateable,  when  it  rained  hard, 
the  men  ufed  to  catch  it  in  their  caps,  to 
mix  with  their  flour.  '' 


till 

the 


Officers  in  general  fared  the  fame  as  the 
foldiers,  moft  of  them  young  campaigners, 
and  not  fo  provident  of  their  liquors,  rely- 
ing upon  a  frefh  fupply  that  w is  following 

the 
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the  anny.  This  was  the  only  time  m  life 
I  found  money  of  little  ufe :  how  deceived 
we  are  in  our  opinion,  that  it  conflitutes 
all  our  happinefs  1 — I  was  not  the  only  one 
who>  when  drenching  wet  and  ihivering 
with  cold,  would  have  given  a  guinea  for  a 
glafs  of  any  fpirit* 


*^  One  day  I  thought  fortune  had  pointed 
me  out  as  one  of  her  favorites,  for  my  fer- 
vant  came  and  informed  me  he  had  met 
with  a  woman  who  had  half  a  pint  of 
New  England  rum  to  difpofc  of,  but  {he 
would  not  part  with  it  under  a  guinea. 
I  haflened  him  back  for  it,  left  any  one 
fhould  offer  the  woman  more,  whidi  I  was 
fenfiblc  would  be  the  cafe,  if  known.  I 
would  myfelf  have  given  treble  for  half  the 
quantity,  being  apprehenfive  of  an  ague, 
from  being  continually  in  wet  cloaths,  and 
expofed  day  and  night  to  all  weathers. 
You  will  not  accufe  me  of  a  churlifh  dif- 
polition,  but  when  I  obtained  the  rum, 

neceflity, 
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necefiityg^  contrary  to  inclination,  rendered 
me  extremely  fo. 


Upon  our  arrival  at  Saratoga,  three  com- 
panies of  our  regiment,  one  of  which 
was  that  I  belong  to,  were  pofted  in  a 
fmall  redoubt,  clofe  to  the  creek;  our  fitu-» 
ation  was  by  no  means  capable  of  making 
any  great  defence,  but  merely  to  obferve  if 
the  enemy  pafled  the  creek  in  any  force : 
had  they  attempted  it,  we  were  to  have  kept 
up  a  firing  during  their  crofTmg,  then  to 
have  abandoned  our  flation,  and  joined  the 
ttmn  body  of  the  army.  This  poft  was  a 
fmall  fquare  redoubt,  conf);ni61:ed  with  logs 
breaft  high,  and  the  only  fhelter  afforded 
to  the  troops  was  from  thofe  angles  which 
faced  the  enemy,  as  the  others  were  fo 
expofed,  that  we  had  feveral  men  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  redoubt  by  the  riflemen, 
who  were  pofted  in  trees  j  we  could  dif- 
cern  diem  every  morning  at  day-break, 
taking  their  fituations  upon  the  moft  lofty 

trees 
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trees  they  met  with,  by  which  means  they 
commanded  fome  of  the  interior  parts  of 
the  redoubt.  Our  fituation  was  fuch,  that 
a  man  rifqued  his  life  if  he  ventured  in  the 
day  time  to  look  over  the  works  $  and  to 
convince  you  how  fure  thefe  men  are  of 
hitting  their  mark,  the  foldiers,  out  of  de- 
riiion,  would  hoill  up  a  cap  upon  a  flick 
over  the  works,  when  inflantly  there  would 
be  one  or  two  fhot  fired  at  it,  and  as  many 
holes  through  it.  I  have  feen  a  cap  that 
lias  been  perforated  with  three  balls.  We 
certainly  could  have  diflodged  fuch  trouble- 
fome  neighbours,  or  prevented  their  afcend- 
ing_the  trees,  but  we  had  orders  not  to  fire, 
as  it  might  bring  on  a  Ikirmifbing  attack, 
whilft  the  enemy  were  meditating  another 
of  greater  importance. 

,  ,The  men  were  fo  harrafled  and  fatigued 
with  continually  fitting  and  lying  on  the 
ground,  all  huddled  in  a  fmall  compafs, 
that  three  days  before  the  convention  took 

placej 
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place,  they  complained  to  the  Captain  who 
commanded,  that  they  were  not  permitted 
to  fire  upon  the  enemy,  whereby  they  could 
obtain  more  eafe,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
relieved,  and  they  received  for  anfwer,  when 
night  came  on  it  fhould  be  mentioned  to  the 
General..  The  Captain  defired  ine  to  go 
to  head-qiiarters,  and  when  I  arrived  there, 
I  found  they  partook  of  the  hardfhips  in 
common,  for  the  three  Generals  had  juft 
laid  down  on  their  mattrafles,  having  only 
an  oil-lkin  to  cover  them  from  the  weather; 
the  Aid-de-Camps  were  fitting  round  a  fire. 
I  went  up  to  your  old  acquaintance.  Noble, 
of  the  47th  regiment,  as  being  known  to 
him,  and  related  the  purport  of  my  bufi- 
nefs,  which  he  immediately  communicated 
to  General  Phillips.  While  he  was  fpeak- 
ing,  I  am  fure  I  (hall  never  forget  the 
eagernefs  and  anxiety  depi6led  in  General 
Burgoyne's  countenance,  when  he  ftaited 
from  his  flumber,  haftily  enquiring  what 
was  the  matter.    General  Phillips  informed 
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him  It  was  a  trifling  bufine(s  about  relieving 
a  pofl,  when  he  lay  down  again  to  refreih 
his  wearied  (pints,  appearing  almofl:  ex^ 
haufled  by  a  continual  flate  o£  agitation. 
After  receiving  an  anfwer  that  ihe  poft 
ihould  be  relieved,  I  returned  to  the  re*' 
doubt.  The  men  anxioufly  expedted  it, 
but  were  greatly  difappointed  i>y  the  ap- 
pearance of  day-break,  as  knowing  no  re- 
lief could  arrive  then,  and  that  they  had 
another  day's  vexation  to  encounter  from 
thefe  rifle-men.  It  was  with  the  greatefl: 
difficulty  the  officers  could  prevent  the  men 
from  firing  at  them,  and  this  only  with  a 
promife  that  they  fliould  have  permiffion, 
if  they  were  not  relieved  at  night.  Per- 
haps you  will  fay,  the  foldicrs  had  reafon 
for  complaint,  for  many  of  them,  by  being 
kept  in  fuch  a  confined  fituation,  were  fo 
cramped,  that  they  could  fcarcely  walfc*'— 
but  we  were  relieved  at  laft. 

Duping 
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During  tht  time  I  was  pofted  in  iMs 
redoubt,  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the  artilleiy, 
came  one  evening  to  fee  me,  and  upon  my 
i«lating  our  diftrefs  as  to  liquors,  defired 
me  to  fend  my  fervant  to  him  the  neict 
night,  and  he  would  fend  me  a  cafe  bottle 
of  rum.  I  now  thought  fortune  was  heap- 
ing favors  on  me,  but  to  fhcw  you  what 
a  fickle  cres^ure  fhe  is,  when  1  fent  my 
fervant  the  next  evening,  inftead  of  return- 
ing with  the  comfort  I  was  promifing  n^- 
felf  from  fuch  an  acquifition,  he  brought 
me  ameffage,  that  Mr.  Smith  was  extremely 
forry  he  ccmld  not  fulfil  his  promife,  as  a 
cannon  fhot  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
gone  tluough  his  canteen,  and  demolifhed 
every  thing  in  it. 


The  day  before  the  convention  took 
placcy  I  was  compelled  to  acquiefce  in  an 
a6lion  that  diftrefled  my  feelings  mu€h»  in 
making  av/ay  with  the  little  colt  that  my 
mare  had  dropped,  as  my  fervant  told  me 

it 
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it  would  weaken  my  mare,  that,  to  ufe  the 
fellow's  words,  if  evfr  we  march-  from  this 
encampment,  ihe  will  not  be  able  to  con- 
vey your  baggage ;  at  the  fame  time  adding, 
from  the  time  we  had  arrived  there  fhe  had 
had  nothing  to  eat,  but  the  dried  leaves  he 
could  gather  up  for  her  j  this  was  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  horfes  throughout  the  army. 
Some  fervants  let  their  horfes  ftray  about 
in  the  deep  ravine,  where  they  were  Ration- 
ed to  fhelter  them  from  the  cannon  (hot, 
and  fo  fure,  as  a  poor  horfe  was  allured  by 
the  temptation  of  fome  refrefhing  grafs, 
that  grew  in  the  meadows  in  great  abun- 
dance, it  met  with  inftant  death  from  a  rifle 
fhot»  On  the  plain  where  we  piled  up  our 
arms,  there  were  numbers  of  dead  horfes, 
from  the  ftench  of  which,  and  from  the 
performance  of  fo  humiliating  an  a£l,  you 
will  eafily  imagine  ourhaftein  quitting  fuch 
a  fpot.     I  rem^n, 

Yours,  &c. 

LET- 
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Qambridgt,  in  New  England f 
Nov,  19, 1777. 


MV  DEAR  FRIEND, 


C\^  R  ejtpedition,  for  you  muft  pardon 
^^  my  dwelling  on  a  fubjedl  fo  near  my 
heart,  was  certainly  undertaken  with  every 
profpe6l  of  fuccefs,  not  only  from  the 
goodncfs  of  the  troops,  but  the  excellence 
of  the  Generals.  The  many  difficulties, 
though  in  fome  meafure  forefeen,  were 
not  expelled  to  be  fuch  as  they  have  too 
fatally  proved  themfelves ;  we  had  hitherto 
confidered  them  only  what  perfeverance 
would  overcome.  Our  progrefs  amidft 
complicated  impediments  and  innumerable 
Vol.  11.  C  diftreffes. 
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diftrefles,  was  really  wonderful,  and  the 
failure  muft  not  be  confidered  fo  fur- 
prizing  as  tlie  perfeverance  and  fpirit  with 
which  we  flruggled  againil  it. 

People  who  judge  impartially,  will  make 
a  diftin6lion  between  mifcondu6l  and  mis- 
fortune. It  is  true  the  intent  of  our  ex- 
pedition has  failed — General  Burgoyne  was 
too  deeply  interefted  in  the  national  honor, 
to  fhrink  from  undertaking  what  only  ap- 
peared hazardous— who  can  blame  him,  for 
not  executing  with  an  army  that  always 
a6led  l^te  Britons,  what  was  impoflible.    | 


Throughout  the  whole  campaign,  the 
General  has  not  only  been  the  Commander 
of  the  army,  but  fully  demonftfated  he 
was  equally  as  good  a  foldierj  amidft  all 
the  hardihips  and  difficulties  we  had  to 
encoimter,  the  attachment  of  all  ranks  to 
him  was  unfhaken,  and  during  the  incef- 
fant  labors,  difappomtments  and  diflrefTes 

'  we 
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we  experienced,  there  was  not  the  leaft 
murmur  or  difcontent  throughout  the 
army  j  nay,  fo  ftrongly  attached  were  they 
to  his  perfon,  that  when  they  found  patience 
and  cduf  age  had  been  exerted  in  vain,  and 
all  hopes  of  fuccefs  at  an  end,  they  were 
ready  to  follow  him  to  the  field,  and  to  die 
with  their  arms  in  their  hands.  No  one 
could  exhibit  flronger  proofs  of  magnani- 
mity, nor  take  bolder  or  more  decifive 
meafures  againft  the  enemy,  when  humi- 
liating terms  were  propofed.  It  fhould 
feem  that  he  was  determined,  if  fate  had 
•decreed  the  fall  and  total  overthrow  of  his 
little  army,  to  perifh  nobly,  and  to  leave 
his  name  unfuUied  to  future  ages. 


r 


I  am  yours,  &€• 


B2 
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LETTER       XLIV. 

Camhridget  in  Nrw  Englantfp 
Nov,  ao,  1777. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND^  1 

/GENERAL  BURGOYNE  had  not  the 
^^  advantages  of  profecuting  war  in  this 
part  of  America,  attendant  on  Lord  Am- 
herft  and  General  Braddock,  for  in  the  laft 
the  diffjculties  arifing  from  the  natural 
ftrength  of  the  country,  were  for  the  moft 
part  removed  by  the  friendly  difpofitions 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  chearfully  exerted 
themfelves  to  facilitate  the  movements  of 
the  King's  army,  at  the  fame  time  fupply- 
ing  them  with  every  requifite  accommoda- 
tion i  and  I  am  confident,  when  I  aflert, 

that 
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that  had  not  the  Generals  in  the  laft  war 
been  furnilhed  with  thefe  refources,  neither 
of  thcin  vould  have  made  the  rapid  pro- 
grefs  that  was  accomplifhed. 

The  progrefs  of  our  army  was  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  New  England  provinces, 
whofe  people  are  univerfally  difloyal,  and 
furnifli  fuch  immenfe  bodies  of  militia,  it 
is  really  furprizing  that  we  advanced  fo  far, 
without  any  co-operation  with  the  fouthcra 
armjr,     . 

If  General  Howe  had  his  reafons  for  not 
proceeding  up  the  north  river,  and  wilhed 
to  ftrike  terror  into  fome  of  the  provinces, 
I  think  there  were  none  he  could  fo  well 
have  direfted  that  terror  againft,  as  thofe 
of  New  England;  for  by  a  diverfion  on 
the  coaft  of  Maflachufett's,  many  benefits 
would  have  refulted :  it  would  have  kept 
the  New  Englanders  at  home  for  the  in- 
^rnal  defence  of  their  own  provinces,  and 
^  C  3  impede4 
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impeded  the  levies  for  the  continental  army* 
Such  a  diverfion  would  have  been  a  co-ope-? 
ration  vvrith  our  army,  and  no  doubt  have 
prevented  the  misfortunes  that  have  be- 
fallen it,  the  principal  part  of  the  army 
under  General  Gates  being  compofed'of 
th^  militia  of  the  New  England  provinces, 
who  muft  have  been  drawn  down  to  the 
defence  of  the  cities  upon  that  coail,  in 
which  cafe  our  army  could  not  have  failed 
to  overcome  e\'ery  poflible  difficulty,  and 
have  efFe6led  a  junflion  with  the  detach-r 
ment  that  was  fent  up  the  North  River, 
under  the  cpmmand  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  - 
ftom  which  detachment  it  certainly  was 
obvious,  that  the  objeft  of  the  two  aimies 
\vere  the  fame,  that  of  forming  a  jun6tion. 


Cert^ly  then  it  behoved  General  Howe 
to  fee  fo  large  and  important  a  reinforce- 
ment as  Qur  aimy  would  have  been  tp  his* 
in  a  ftate  of  perfeft  fecurity  at  leaft,  before 
be  carried  his  fo  f^  to  the  fputhvv^rd,  as 
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to  deprive  him  of  the  power  of  fupport. 
That  our  army  was  to  be  confidered  as 
no  other  than  a  reinforcement  to  General 
Howe's,  is  evident  from  the  very  orders 
given  out  by  General  Carleton,  at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  ftating,  "  That 
"  his  Majefty  had  ordered  him  to  detach 
"  General  Burgoyne  with  certain  troops, 
"  who  was  to  proceed  with  all  poflible  ex- 
"  pedition  to  join  General  Howe,  and  put 
"  himfelf  under  his  command  j"  at  the 
fame  time  adding  this  powerful  reafon, 
"  with  a  view  of  quelling  the  rebellion  it 
**  is  become  highly  neceffary,  that  the  moft 
"  fpeedy  jun6tion  of  the  two  armies  fhould 
"  be  efFeaed." 


By  the  jun6tion  of  the  two  armies,  we 
fhould  have  been  in  pofleffion  of  the  North 
River,  from  New- York  to  Albany,  which 
divides  the  northern  from  the  fouthern 
provinces.  General  Waftiington  would 
in  that  cafe  have  been  totally  deprived 
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of  the  great  fupplies  of  men  and  pro- 
vifions  from  the  New  England  States;  and 
the  Britifh  army  would  have  been  enabled 
to  make  excurfions  into  either  provinces, 
as  occafion  might  ferve :  the  main  part  of 
the  army  might  have  kept  Wafhington  at 
bay,  while  a  few  redoubts,  with  the  afiift- 
ance  of  our  fhipping,  would  have  preferved 
the  entire  pofleflion  of  the  river. 

General  Howe's  carrying  his  army  far  to 
the  fouthward,  confirmed  an  idea  the 
northern  Provinces  have  imbibed,  that  after 
the  affair  of  Bunker's-hill,  and  the  eva- 
cuation of  Bofton,  no  Britons  will  ever 
land  again  upon  their  coaft ;  it  infpired 
tliem  with  new  l^opes,  it  invigorated  their 
fpirits,  and  greatly  contributed  to  increafe 
the  numbers  of  General  Gates's  army, 
which  at  the  time  of  the  convention 
amounted  to  18,000.  Every  candid  and 
liberal  mind  will  allow  our  refolution  dur- 
ing the  treaty  of  the  convention  was  mag^ 
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tianimous,  when  it  is  confidered  our  army 
only  confilled  of  3,500  oppofed  to  fuch 
numbers. 


It  may  be  urged,  that  General  Howe's 
going  to  the  fouthward  was  to  draw  off 
Wafhington  from  our  army.  He  was' 
then  at  Quibble- town,  200  miles  diftant 
from  us  when  we  met  the  enemy  at  Still- 
water,  and  General  Howe's  force  was  at 
New- York,  which  was  40  miles  nearer, 
fome   meafure  fituated    between  oun^ 


m 


army  and  Wafhington's,  therefore  he  could 
not  move  towards  us  without  General 
Howe's  knowledge,  nor  could  Wafliington 
proceed  to  Albany  by  water  for  want  of 
fhipping  and  craft,  or  march  by  land  in 
lefs  than  a  fortnightj  and  that  only  by  a 
road  leading  through  a  gap  of  a  mountain. 
If  General  Wafhington  had,,  by  any  forced 
and  fecret  marches,  pafTed  this  gap,  before 
General  Howe  had  taken  poft  in  the  Jer-^ 
feys  to  prevent  it,  he  had  an  iminenfe  fleet 
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of  men  of  war  and  tranfports,  fully  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  carried  his  whole  army  to 
Albany  in  a  week.  It  ftrikes  me  very  for- 
€il)ly,  that  General  Howe's  taking  his 
army  round  Cape  Charles,  350  miles  more 
diflant  from  Albany  than  he  was  at  New 
York,  could  by  no  means  contribute  to 
cffe6l  a  junftion ;  and  certainly  it  cannot 
be  allowed  that  leading  Wafhington  frqfn 
Quibble-town  to  Philadelphia,  could  pof- 
fibly  be  any  diverfion  of  the  leaft  import- 
ance in  favour  of  our  army. 


If  it  had  been  the  intention  of  General 
Waftiington  to  have  co-operated  with  any 
aiTiiy  that  was  to  oppofe  ours,  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  how  General  Howe's  going 
to  the  Chefapeak,  which  is  600  miles  dis- 
tant, and  leaving  Wafhington,  who  was 
200  nearer  to  us,  could  poffibly  prevent  it. 
The  only  appsMrent  means,  for  no  doubt  it 
was  the  intention  of  General  Howe  to 
draw  off  General  Walhington's  ^rmy,  and 

to 
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to  prevent  his  a6ling  againft  oars,  would 
have  been  to  have  taken  poft  between  us ; 
it  would  have  been  a  check  upon  him, 
and  that  detachment  that  was  fent  up  the 
North  River  would  not  have  met  with  the 
many  difficulties  they  encountered  during 
their  progrefs,  at  Montgomery  and  other 
forts.  Even  admitting  General  Wafhing- 
ton's  army  to  have  been  far  fuperior  as  to 
numbers,  there  was  nothing  to  apprehend  j 
it  was  compofed  of  new-raifedand  undifci- 
plined  troops,  commanded  by  officers  of 
little  experience,  moftly  corps  that  had 
been  defeated  in  every  a6lion,  ftrangers  to 

vi6tory,   and  greatly  difpirited that  of 

General  Howe  was  perfectly  difciplined, 
commanded  by  brave  and  experienced 
ofl[icers,  the  fpirits  of  the  men  exalted 
above  the  effe6ts  of  fear  by  their  numerous 
and  recent  fucceffes,  for  they  had  carried 
viftory  and  conqueft  with  them  wherever 
they  trod. 


I  will 
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I  will  give  you  the  opinion  of  General 
Wafhington  himfelf,  as  it  was  related  to 
me  by  Major  Browne,  whom  I  have  been 
acquainted  with  fince  our  arrival  at  this 
place,  and  who  was  at  that  time  in  thq 
General's  fuite. 


% 


w*  li 


General  Wafhington  dreaded  nothing  fo 
much  as  General  Howe's  army  going  up 
the  North  River :  he  was  fenfible  of  the 
difficulties  his  own  muft  encounter  in  fol- 
lowing it ;  he  knew  the  eafe  and  celerity 
by  which  the  Britifli  army  would  be  tranf- 
ported  by  water  5  his  own  had  to  march 
over  mountains,  ravines,  and  ftrong  defiles, 
and  the  provifions  for  his  army  would  be 
all  from  the  diftaiit  fouthern  colonies  ;  he 
knew  that  it  would  throw  a  great  damp 
upon  the  fpirits  of  the  New  England  Pro- 
vinces, efpecially  their  militia,  and  in  a 
great  mcafure  prevent  their  joining  Gates's 

anny,  and  infallibly  have  faved  ours. ^ 

This   opinion  being   firmly  fixed   in  his 

mind, 
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mind,  when  he  was  informed  that  General 
Howe  was  gone  to  the  Chefapeak,  he  gave 
as  little  credit  to  the  intelligence  as  we  did, 
when  the  news  of  it  was  brought  into  our 
camp  before  the  furrender ;  he  fully  dif- 
belicved  it,  and  concluded  that  fuch  a  mca- 
fure  was  too  abfurd  to  be  pofTible,  and 
adled  agreeable  to  the  opinion  he  had  form- 
ed; for  when  General  Howe's  fleet  failed 
from  the  Hook  fouthward,  he  conceived  it 
to  be  only  a  feint,  therefore  moved  his 
army  from  Quibble-town  to  the  northward, 
that  he  might  more  conveniently  follow 
the  Britifh  army  up  the  North  River,  ex- 
pe6ting  every  day  to  hear  of  the  General's 
returning,  and  failing  his  army  to  Albany: 
nor  till  he  heard  that  the  Britifli  fleet  was 
at  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  did  Wafli-  * 
ington  march  his  army  to  the  fouthward. 
When  he   received  intelligence  that  the  ' 
fleet  had  flood  out  again  to  fea,  ftill  fo  per- 
fuaded  he  was  that  General  Howe  would 
not  a6l  fo  contrary  to  true  policy,  as  to  go 

up 
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up  the  Chefapeak  to  Philadelphia,  but  that 
his  intentions  flill  were  to  go  to  the  north- 
ward, that  he  marched  his  army  to  his 
northern  poft — not  before  he  was  perfeftly 
certain  that  the  Britifh  fleet  was  near  the 
head  of  the  Elk,  did  he  quit  that  pod, 
and  march  his  army  to  the  fouthward. — 
Thus,  you  fee,  the  condu6t  of  General 
Wafhihgton  entirely  coincided  with  his 
declared  and  fixed  fentiments.  . 

That  fome  great  error  has  been  com- 
mitted, either  unintentional  or  deiigned, 
muft  be  evident  to  every  one—where  to  fix 

it  is  impoffible  to  fay But  time,  that  great 

difclofer  of  all  fecrets,  will  no  doubt  reveal 
this,  and,  I  hope,  redeem  the  national 
honor  and  the  national  welfare* 

r 

Yours,  &c. 


L  E  T- 
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Cambridge,  in  Netu  England ^ 
ifev.  ao,  1777. 


MV    PEAR    FRIEND, 


AFTER  we  had  piled  up  6ur  arms, 
and  our  march  fettled,  We  tnoved 
forward,  and  fpent  the  night  on  the  fpot 
where  we  had  formerly  erefted  our  hof- 
pitals,  of  which  place  I  fent  you  a  draw- 
ing. 

The  next  morning  I  went  with  another^ 
officer  to  vifit  General  Frafer's  grave:  upon 
our  arrival  at  the  fpot,  we  were  ftruck 
with  a  contemplative  filence  at  the  awful 
fcene  that  prefented  itfelf,  the  corpfe  hav- 
ing 
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ing  been  taken  tip  by  the  Americans,  and 
the  coffin  fcarcely  covered  over  with  earth. 
Upon  recovering  from  our  conflernation, 
we  called  to  fome  foldiers,  who,  with  a 
pick-axe  and  fliovel  which  happened  to  be 
in  the  redoubt,  heaped  more  earth  upou 
the  coffin.  The  Americans  had  been 
guilty  of  great  inhumanity  in  cannonad- 
ing the  corpfe  when  going  for  interment, 
but  difturbing  it  after  burial  would  have 
difgraced  a  favage ;  the  only  reafon  they 
affignedwas,  that  we  had  buried  cannon, 
and  not  a  corpfe — a  very  improbable  fup- 
pofition;  I  rather  imagine,  and  it  is  the 
beft  excufe,  that  they  thought  it  was  our 
money-chv'sft.  \     . 

As  we  crofled  the  river  at  Still- Water, 
we  obferved  the  army  under  General  Gates 
marching  to  Albany,  to  join  Putnam;  the 
obje6l  of  this  jun6lion  was  to  give  General 
Clinton  a  check,  who  was  moving  up  the 
North  River;  and,  to  our  mortification, 

we 
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we  learn,  that  General  Vaughan  hai'  ad* 
vanced  as  far  as  ^fopus,  which  p]  ce  is 
but  a  few  miles  from  Albany,— This  fully 
proves  what  I  mentioned  in  my  laft,  that  a 
junftion  of  the  fouthern  army  with  ours 
was  fully  intended,  and  had  any  certain 
intelligence  of  General  Vaughan's  ad« 
vancing  fo  far,  arrived  at  our  camp,  we 
in  all  probability  fhould  not  have  fur- 
rendered* 


r 


Our  army  being  fo  furrounded  by  the 
enemy,  no  cert^n  intelligence  could  reach 
the  camp;  the  three  confidentisil  fpies 
whom  the  General  had  fent,  after  the  action 
of  the  19th  of  September,  to  New-Yorkj 
had  not  returned  j  and  finee  the  conven- 
tion, we  have  learnt,  that  one  could  get 
no  farther  than  Albany,  where  he  was 
obliged  to  be  concealed  in  a  Tory's  houfe  j 
another  had  the  misfortune  to  be  detefled  j 
and  the  third  was  Captain  Scott,  of  our 

Vol.  II.    -        D  regiment. 
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rfcgirtierit,  who  got  fefe  into  New- York, 
and  who  was  returning  with  General 
Vaughan'is  detachment,  which,  when  op- 
portunity offered,  he  was  to  have  left,  and 
made  his  way  through  the  woods  to  our 
amty.  I  really  am  perfuaded,  for  want  of 
4ntelUgence  that  could  be  relied  on,  the 
failure  of  our  expedition  was  compleatcd ; 
and  the  honorable  terttis  which  have  been 
granted  were  complied  with  fo  readily,  be- 
caufe  General  Gates  forefaw,  if  we  had 
gained  iintelligence  of  any  detachment  be- 
ing fo  near,  we  fho^ld  have  maintained  our 
ground,  in  all  extremities,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  fuperiorrty  of  numbers. 


'3' 


In  crofling  the  river,  I  had  nearly  loft 
my  baggage,  and  thofe  in  the  batteaux  had 
a  very  narrow  efcape;  about  the  center 
a  horfe  proving  very  unruly,  jumped  over, 
and  his  hind  legs  hung  upon  the  fide 
of  the  batteaux i  and  veiy  near  overfet  it. 


After 
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After  we  had  crofled,  we  purchafed 
fomc  liquors  and  frefli  provifions  of  the 
inhabitants;  this  purchafe  convinced  us 
of  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  precious  ore, 
as  the  Americans  received  our  guineas 
with  much  cordiality,  and  gave  us  paper 
dollars  in  lieu,  at  the  rate  of  nine  for  a 
guinea.  Here  I  Ihould  obferve  to  you, 
that  the  real  value  of  a  guinea  is  four  dol- 
lars and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar,  therefore, 
by  this  exchange,  we  got  nearly  double, 
which  ftiews  how  confiderable  the  diftinc- 
tion  ftill  is,  notwithftanding  their  great 
veneration  for  Independency  and  Congrefs, 
between  gold  and  paper. 


In  this  inftance  we  were  taught  a  lefTon, 
that  things,  however  trifling  of  them- 
felves,  are  fometimes  of  moment  -,  had  we 
taken  a  view  of  the  reverfe  of  our  fituation 
at  Ticonderoga,  we  fhould  not  have  fo 
greatly  defpifcd  and  converted  to  all  man- 
ner of  ufes,   the  many  reams  of  paper 

D  2  dollars 
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dollars  that  were  taken  at  that  place.— 
Myfelf,  among  many  other  young  foldiers, 
experienced  the  laugh  of  the  old  veterans, 
who  had  carefully  faved  feveral  quires,  in 
cafe  of  any  reverfe  of  fortune,  and  were 
procuring  all  manner  of  comforts  for  no* 
thing,  while  we  were  parting  with  our 
guineas. 


W 


S: 

k 


I  am  forry  to  obferve,  the  reciprocal 
efteem  that  had  exifled  among  all  ranks  of 
officers,  and  the  folace  and  comfort  they 
afforded  each  other,  during  our  trying 
lituation  at  Saratoga,  feemed  now  to  be 
done  away;  fome  were  fo  inattentive 
to  the  dignity  of  their  chara6i:er,  as  to 
contend  for  the  ^(^-uu/Vj  attendant  on  fupe- 
rior  rank,  in  a  ftate  of  adverfity,  which, 
if  it  does  not  level  all  diftinftion,  (hould 
at  leafk  have  foftened  the  hauteur  of  com- 
mand. Conteft  fhould  have  lain  dormant, 
and  emulation  been  confined  to  evincing 
the  politenefs  of  the  real  gentleman,  in  a 
'  s  Cl  fituation 
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fituation  where  a6ls  of  humanity  and 
friendfhip  ought  conftantly  to  have  con- 
Ipired  to  infure  the  moft  perfedl  harmony. 

As  you  admire  frank  converfation,  I  in- 
dulged a  fhort  vein  of  refledion  on  the 
falfe  delicacy  of  afpiring  too  much ;  but 
we  did  not  embarrafs  our  own  feelings  in 
dwelling  on  that  illiberal  condudl,  of 
which  the  officers  concerned  were  fo 
quickly  afliamed,  and  for  which,  by  the 
decency  and  decorum  of  their  future  be- 
haviour, they  made  ample  amends,  as  it 
would  therefore  have  been  ungenerous  to 
harbour,  we  unanimoufly  fupprefled  every 
idea  of  rcfentment. 


!l 


An  officer,  during  our  march,  had  flip- 
ped away,  unperceived,  from  the  main 
body,  too  fenfible  of  the  coynefs  of  that 
blind  goddefs,  Fortune,  he  only  requefted 
her  ladyfliip's  aid  to  favour  an  innocent 
fraud;  fhe  fmiled  propitious  5  for  having 
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gone  on  before,  and  firft  reached  a  fmall 
village,  he  perfonated  General  Burgoyne, 
and  with  fuch  an  air  of  confidence,  and 
confequence  too,  that  in  fpite  of  the  in- 
quifitive  temper  of  the  Americans  (parti- 
cularly the  peafants  of  New-England) 
their  fcruples  were  entirely  fatisfied,  and 
being  compleatly  outwitted,  they  afligned 
him  the  beft  quarters.  Upon  our  arrival 
at  the  place,  after  complimenting  him 
with  his  ingenious  device  to  obtain  pre- 
ferment, he  relinquifhed  his  new  dignity 
with  a  good  grace,  and  received  us  drop^ 
ping  wet,  after  an  uncomfortable  march, 
with  much  hofpitality, 

We  were  two  days  in  croffing  the  Green 
Mountains,  which  are  a*  part  of  the  chain 
of  mountains  that  run  through  the  whole 
Continent  of  America,  more  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Allegany  Moun- 
tains: the  roads  acrofs  theii^  were  almoft 
impaffable,  and  to  add  to  the  difficulty, 

when 
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when  we  had  got  half  over,  there  came  on 
a  very  heavy  fall  of  fiiow.  After  this,  it 
is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  cpnfufion  that 
enfued;  carts  breaking  down,  others  ftick^ 
ing  faft,  fome  overfetting,  horfes  tumbling 
with  their  loads  of  baggage,  men  curfing, 
women  fhrieking,  and  children  fqualling ! 
It  fhould  feem  that  I  was  to  encounter 
every  unpleafant  duty  that  can  fall  to  the 
lot  of  an  officer,  for  tliis  very  day  I  had 
the  baggage  guard}  cxclufive  of  being 
covered  with  fnow,  and  riding  about  after 
the  bat-men,  to  keep  them  together,  and 
to  affift  each  other,  my  attention  was  di- 
re6led  to  a  fcene,  which  I  did  not  think  it 
poffible  human  nature  could  have  fup- 
ported,  for  in  the  midft  of  the  heavy  fnow- 
llorm,  upon  a  baggage-cart,  and  nothing  to 
Ihelter  her  from  tlie  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther but  a  bit  of  an  old  oilrclath,  a  foldier's 
wife  was  delivered  of  a  child,  fhe  ^nd  the 
•  infant  are  both  well,  and  are  now  at  this 
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place.  It  may  be  faid,  that  women  whp 
follow  a  camp  are  of  fuch  a  mafcu- 
line  nature,  they  are  able  to  beaj?  all 
hardfliips  -,  this  woman  was  quite  the.  re« 
verfe,  being  fmall,  and  of  a  very  delicate 
conftitution. 

After  we  had  pafled  the  mountains,  the 
firft  tovyrnfhip  we  came  to  was  Williamf- 
town,  whefc  we  foon  found  how  choice 
we  ought  to  be  of  our  gold,  as  the  far^ 
ther  we  proceeded,  we  found  it  of  greater 
value,  the  inhabitants  enquiring  if  we 
wanted  any  paper  money,  and  out-bidding 
each  other ;  at  this  place  we  got  eighteen 
and  twenty  for  a  guinea.  It  was  rather 
remarkable,  though  they  depreciated  their 
Congrefs  mon^y  in  one  way,  they  would 
not  in  another,  for  we  never  could  get 
them  to  take  our  hard  money  for  any 
article,  making  an  allowance  for  the  dif- 
ference of  exchange. ,  » 


.A    ^^ 
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The  night  before  we  came  to  this 
town,  being  quartered  at  a  fmall  log-hut, 
J  was  convinced  in  how  innocent  a  view 
the  Americans  look  upon  that  indelicate 
cuftom  they  call  bundling :  though  they 
have  remarkable  good  feathpr  beds,  and 
are  extremely  neat  and  clean,  flill  I  pre- 
ferred my  hard  mattrafs,  as  beiiig  ac- 
cuftomed  to  it;  this  evening,  however, 
owing  to  the  b^dnefs  of  the  roads,  and 
the  weaknefs  pf  my  mare,  my  fcrvant 
had  not  arrived  with  my  baggage,  at  the 
time  for  retiring  to  reftj  there  being 
only  two  bejds  in  the  houfe,  I  enquired 
which  I  wa3  to  fltwp  in,  when  the  old 
woman  replied,  "  Mr.  Ejifign,"  here  I 
ihould  obferve  to  you,  that  the  New  Eng- 
land people  are  very  inquifitive  as  to  the 
rank  you  have  in  ^he  army  :  "  Mr.  Enfign," 
fays  (lie,  "  Our  Jonathan  and  I  will  deep 
"  in  this,  and  our  Jemima  and  you  fhall 
**  fleep  in  that."  I  was  much  aflonifhed 
^t  fuch  a  propofal,  and  offered  to  lit  up 

all 
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all  night,  when  Jonathan  immediately  re- 
plied, **  Oh,  la!  Mr.  Enfign,  you  won't 
••  be  the  firft  man  our  Jemima  has  bundled 
•^  with,  will  it  Jemima  ?**  when  little 
Jemima,  who,  by  the  bye,  was  a  very 
pretty  bkck-eyed  girl,  of  about  i6,  or  17, 
archly  replied,  "  No,  Father,  by  many, 
"  but  it  will  be  with  the  firft  Britamer," 
(the  name  they  give  to  Englifhmen.)     In 

tliis  dilemma,   what  could  I  do? ^the 

fmiling  invitation  of  pretty  Jemima — ^the 

eye,  the  lip,  the Lord  ha'  mercy,  where 

am  I  going  to  ?— but  wherever  I  may  be 
going  to  now,  I  did  not  go  to  bundle  with 
her — in  the  fame  room  with  her  father  and 

mother,  my  kind  hoji  and  bojlefs  tool 1 

thought  of  that — I  thought  of  more  be- 
fides — to  ftruggle  with  the  paflions  of  na- 
ture; to  clafp  Jemima  in  my  arms— to- 
do  what?  you'll  afk — ^why,to do — ^nothing! 
for  if  amid  all  thefe  temptations,  the  lovely 
Jemima  had  melted  into  kindnefs,  fhe  had 
been  an  outcaft  from  the  world — treated 

with 
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with  contempt,   abufed  by  violence,  and 

left  perhaps  to  perifh ! No,  Jemima ;  I 

could  have  endured  all  this  to  have  been 
blefled  with  you,  but  it  was  too  vaft  a  fa- 

crifice,  whein  you  was  to  be  vi6lim ! 

Suppofe  how  great  the  teft  of  virtue  muft 
be,  or  how  cold  the  American  conftitution, 
when  this  unaccountable  cuftom  is  in  hof- 
pitable  repute,  and  perpetual  pra6lice. 

We  every  morning  look  from  our  bar- 
racks to  the  mouth  of  Bofton  harbour, 
hoping  to  catch  a  look  of  the  fleet  of  trans- 
ports that  is  to  convey  us  to  England,  to 
wliich  place  I  now  turn  all  my  thoughts, 
and  in  expectation  of  foon  enjoying  your 
friendihip  perfonally,  I  remain. 

Yours,  &c. 


LET. 
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Cambridge,  in  Nenu  Englatuf, 
Nov.  25, 1777.      , 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND^, 


li,  ot 


/^  N  our  march  to  this  place,  we  were 
^^  fully  convinced  what  powerful  levies 
the  New  England  ftates  are  capable  of 
furnifhing;  for  exclufive  of  thofe  that 
had  joined  Gates,  and  were  marched  to  the 
fouthward,  eveiy  town  we  pafTed  through 
was  railing  two  or  three  companies,  to 
join  General  Wafhington's  army. 


I:i 


The  wants  and  miferies  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  general  are  inconceivable,  even 

to 
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to  the  conveniehces  of  life,  yet  you  would 
be  furprized  with  what  chearfulnefs  they 
bend  to  them,  to  obtain  that  idol,  Inde-^ 
fendency.  In  many  poor  habitations  they 
have  parted  with  one  of  their  blankets, 
where  they  had  only  two,  to  fupply  their 
foldiers,  and  although  the  interior  part  of 
thefe  ftates  have  not  been  the  feat  of  war, 
yet  the  diftrefles  of  the  inhabitants  are 
equally  as  great  as  if  it  had.        >    '  .'  ^ 


bA'M    JLiiMI«Jl'« 


»f I' They  have  in  this  province,  among 
many  other  military  inftitutions,  one  of 
a  fingular  nature,  that  of  minute-men,  fo 
named,  as  they  are  in  conftant  readinefs 
at  the  firft  fummons  of  their  officers,  to 
march  at  a  minute's  warning;  they  arc 
compofed  of  the  moft  adlive  and  expert 
of  the  militia,  and  as  an  encouragement 
to  hold  themfelves  always  prepared  to 
march,  they  are  promifed  never  to  go  out 
of  the  province,  but  only  to  oppofe  any 
enemy  tjiat  appears  eitlier  upon  their  coaft 

or 
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or  frontiers.  Thefe  ftates  can,  in  the 
courie  of  a  few  days,  form  an  army  of 
fome  thoufands ;  their  condu£):  in  aflem- 
bling  at  the  ikirmifh  at  Lexington  and 
Concord,  and  annoying  the  King's  troops 
in  their  return  to  Bofton,  fully  juflifies 
their  appellation. 


'J 


i  If  the  other  provinces  enter  as  heartily 
into  the  caufe  of  rebellion,  I  am  afraid  we 
fhall  find  it  a  very  difficult  talk  to  fubdue 
them;  for,  exclufive  of  all  the  various 
modes  of  furnifliing  men  and  fupplies,  it 
is  in  thefe  provinces,  in  fome  meafure, 
become  a  religious  caufe,  in  which  the 
people  being  enthufiafts,  their  clergy  art- 
fully increafe  a  warlike  fpirit  among  their 
flodk. 

J 

^    "  "■    , ,  ■  ■  ^       .  .  ■ 

One  of  them,  in  my  hearing,  firmly 
afferted,  that  rewards  were  prepared  in 
Heaven  for  thofe  who  fell  in  the  prefent 
conteft,  endeavoring  to  imprefs  them  with 

an 
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an  idea  of  the  real  necefllty  of  the  war, 
as  the  defence  of  religious  liberty:  tliis 
was  a  iDoft  precious  and  prevailing  argu- 
ment to  ddude  the  ignorant ;  he  infmu- 
ated  that  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
was  to  be  introduced,  artfully  nientioned 
the  <J^cbec-a£l,  and  after  pretending  that 
he  had  been  vifited  by  the  Supreme  Being 
in  vifions,  afiiired  them  thofe  only  would 
be  accepted  in  Heaven,  who  fhoidd  feal 
their  lives  in  fo  righteous  a  caufe  with  their 
blood.  :ij  yoHt 


Similar  do(5lrine  is  doubtlcfs  made  ufc  of 
by  their  clergy  in  general.  Stratagems, 
under  the  difguifed  veil  of  fan6lity  and  re- 
ligion, are  conftantly  formed  to  encrcafc 
our  mutual  animofities,  for  men  buoyed 
up  with  fuch  afTurances  of  Heaven,  will 
fight  to  defpcration.  In  all  reli^ous  con- 
tefts,  we  find  an  unexampled  bravery  that 
no  dangers  difconcert,  and  a  firm  conflancy 
that  no  force  can  withiland. 

In 
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In  our  way  hither  we  pafled  through  a 
fmall  neat  town,  called  Worcefter,  where 
I  met  accidentally  with  one  of  the  Com' 
mittee-mertt  who  was  upon  the  examination 
of  a  poor  fellow,  fent  from  our  army  to 
General  Clinton,  and  who  very  impru- 
dently fwallowed  the  filver  egg  that  con- 
tained the  meflage  to  the  General,  in  the 
prelence  of  thofe  who  took  him  prifoner : 
after  tormenting  the  poor  fellow  with 
emetics  and  purgatives  till  he  difcharged  it, 
they  immediately  hung  him  up.  The  egg 
was  opened,  and  the  paper  taken  out,  on 
which  was  written,  "  Nousy  void,  here  we 
are,  nothing  between  us  but  Gates."  The 
Committee-men  flared  at  each  other,  ob- 
ferving,  it  contained  no  intelligence  that 
could  be  of  fervice  ;  one  of  them,  however,  - 
refle6led,  that  nous  y  void  was  French,  and 
that  might  contain  a  good  deal.  None  of 
them  underfbinding  a  word  of  that  lan- 
guage, they  fent  to  the  jail  for  a  poor  Ca- 
nadian,  who  was  a  prifoner,  to  tranilate  it 

for 
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for  them:  he  informed  them  it  meant 
here  we  are^  but  as  that  was  in  £nglifh» 
they  would  not  credit  it.  At  laft  one  very 
fagaciouily  obferved,  that  it  certainly  was 
fome  private  mark,  or  correfpondence  be- 
tween the  two  Generals,  and  as  none  of 
them  had  much  military  knowledge,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  fend  it  to  General 
Wafliington,  who  certainly  would  under- 
fland  it  belter^ 


As  we  pafTed  from  this  town,  at  a  fmall 
village  there  were  afTembled  a  great  con- 
courfe  of  people  to  fee  us  march,  who 
were  very  curious,  fome  lifting  up  their 
hands  and  praying  to  Heaven,  fome  ad- 
miring the  foldiers,  others  looking  with 
aflonifhment ;  but  among  the  croud  flood 
foremod  an  old  woman,  who  appeared  to 
be  near  an  hundred,  upon  whom  your  old 
friend,  Lieutenant  M*Neil,  of  the  9th  re- 
giment, thought  to  be  a  little  witty,  in 
which,  however,   he  was  fairly  worfted: 
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as  iifais '  bid:  WDman  attrad^d  .the  notice 
pf ! i^rcry  one,  whea. he  pai&d,  lie  laid  to 
ticr^  j^fSf^you  oldfoohy'^  mu^>ctmie>imdjee 
f^  ti)eifjm54'  but  "wEth -great  archnefs  fhe 

re^liodi^Lf f  iw»r/j  lims,i  i i:  Jeclar4^  now  I 
?'  tinvdiiyat  look  mQr^Jibi-lamki'f^^    ' J  i 

i :  Tht^  IcsOrer*  elafs^of  ithdfe  Yankees— 
«)pi«pob^'ir.tn^:tt^t^be  atriifs  here  juft  to 
obferve  to  you  the  etymology  of  this  term  t 
it  is  derived  from  a  Cherokee  word,  eankke^ 
wl^ich.  f^niftes  ^(^ajP^nJirHl'  (kve.  ;This 
^pitiiet  of^jr^e^jlilif^s.rbeftov^Qd  Upon  Hie 
in^^biljai^apf  fsTs^f  gfiglftnd  by  the  Vir- 
gvxm^i  for  ftpt  jifllfting  th^n^  i|i  a- war 
.with  thi?  CJ^^ijQkffs^r  %vA  th^y  h^ve, always 
bee^  helft  u^  'derifjf^n  l?y  it.  But  the  name 
iias  b^cn  more  |)reyalent  fmce  the  com- 
Xjjcti<:^me^t  of  hoftilities ;  tfee  foldiery  at 
Softoaufed  it  a?  a  tser^  of  reproach;  but 
after  the  affair^  (rf  Biinkei*'«  Hill,  the  Ame- 
ricans gloried  in  it.  ;  Tankey^doodky  i$  now 
their:p«an,  a  favorite  of  favorites,  played 
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in  their  army,  efteemed  as  warlike  as  the 
Grenadier's  March — it  is  the  lover's  fpell, 
the  nurfe's  lullaby.  After  our  rapid  fuc- 
cedes,  we  held  the  Yankees  in  great  con- 
tempt }  but  it  was  not  a  littje  mortifying 
to  hear  them  play  this  tune,  when  their 
army  marched  down  to  our  furrend^r. 


The  lower  clafs  of  the  New  Englanders 
are  i?«pertinently  curious  and  inquifitive  -, 
at  a  houfe  where  Lord  Napier  was  quar- 
tered, with  other  officers,  a  number  of 
the  inliabitants  flocked  to  fee  a  Lord,  ima- 
gining he  muft  be  fbmcthing  more  than 
man :  they  were  continually  looking  in  at 
the  window,  and  peeping  at  the  room 
door ;  faying,  I  wonder  which  is  the 
Lord !  at  laft  four  women,  intimate 
friends  of  the  landlord,  got  into  the  room, 
when  one  of  them  with  a  twang,  peculiar  * 
to  the  New  Englanders  faid,  "  I  hear  you 
**  have  got  a  Lord  among  you*  pray  now 
"  which  may  he  be?"  When  his  Lord- 

£  2  ihip. 
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Ihip,  who,  by  the  bye,  was  all  over  mire, 
ancLfcarcely  dry  from  the  heavy  rain  that 
had  fallen  during  the  day's  march,  whif- 
pered  your  friend  Kemmis,  of  the  9th  regi- 
ment, whofe  turn  for  wit  and  jocularity 
you  are  well  acquainted  with,  to  have  a 
little,  mirth  with  them.  He  accordingly 
got  up,  and  pointing  to  his  Lordfhip,  in 
a  voice  and  manner  as  if  he  was  Herald  at 
Arms,  informed  them,  that  "  that  was 
"  the  Right  Hon.  Fancis  Lord  Napier,  of 
"  &c.  &c.  &c."  going  through  all  his 
Lordfhip's  titles,  with  a  whole  catalogue  of 
additions :  after  he  had  finiihed,  the  wr 
men  looked  very  attentively  at  his  Lorv  ^ 
ihip,  and  whilft  he  and  the  other  officers 
were  laughing  at  the  adroitnefs  of  Kem- 
mis, the  women  got  up,  and  one  of  them 
lifting  up  her  hands  and  eyes  to  Heaven, 
with  great  aftoniflimcnt,  exclaimed, "  Well, 
"  for  my  part,  if  that  be  a  Lord,  I  never 
•*  defire  to  fee  any  other  Lord  but  tlic 

''  Lord 
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"  Lord  Jehovah,"  and  inftantly  left  the 
room. 


We  were  efcortcd  on  our  march  by  the 
brigade  of   a  General  Bricketti    he    was 
very  civil,  and  often  ufed  to  ride  by  the 
fide  of  the    officers,    to    converfe  with 
them.     One  day,  as  he  was  jogging  along 
with  our  friend  Soney  he   complained  to 
the  General,  that  he  was  very  uncomfort- 
able in  fuch  wet  weather  and  bad  rpads, 
for  want  of  a  pair  of  boots,  and  that  thofe 
he  had,  with  all  his  baggage,  vyerp  taken 
in  a  batteaux  j  when  the  General  faid,  he 
would  fell  him  thofe  he  had  on.     Sone 
was  rather  furprifed  at  the  offer  of  the 
Brigadier  General,   and  afked  him  how 
many  paper  dollars  he  would  take;  the 
General  told  him  he  would  only  part  with 
them  for  gold  j  when  Sone  offered  him  a 
guinea  for  them;   the  General  inftantly 
got  off  his  horfe,  and  after  he  had  taken 

E  3  a  pair 


54 


INTERIOR    TRAVELS 


4 


a  pair  of  (hoes  out  of  liis  faddle-bags,  was 
proceeding  to  pull  off  his  hoots  y  Sone 
told  him  there  was  no  fuch  hurry,  it 
would  do  when  they  arrived  at  the  end  of 
the  day's  inarch:  He  replied,  he  fhould 
not  be  long  in  pulling  them  off,  and  he 
had  got  a  pair  of  country  boots  to  put  on, 
which  are  pieces  of  cloth  folded  round  the 
kg,  and  tied  at  the  knee  and  ancle. — 
Upon  being  requcfted  to  defer  it  till  we 
got  into  quarters,  he  mounted  his  horfe, 
rode  forwards,  and  on  our  halt  diligently 
fearchcd  out  for  SonCy  when  he  compleat- 
6d  his  bargain,  and  parted  with  his  boots. 
So  much  for  an  American  Brigadier^ 
General! 


Ndtvnthftanding  they  are  difpleafed 
with  our  Government,  they  are  not  fo 
with  our  guineas,  and  although  they  are 
fighting  for  independency,  they  place  very 
little  dependence  upon  paper-money ;  for 

however 
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hovrcwecniarti^  tfecjr  ari  at  prcfint>  ftUl 
they  have  an  eye  |td  traffic  and  mei^chan-': 
(jize^  what  a  weak  ftete  the  Congrefs iiufl: 
be  in,  wheiii  thofe  ^d  arc  fighting  far  its 
fupport  are  depreciating  its  credit.  .Lanii 
confident  that  the  majority  of  the  Ame- 
ricans are  ignorant  as  to  the  caufe  of  the 
conteft,,  sdid  what"arofe  from  the  fadious 
views  of  a  few  defigning  men,  exprefling 
a  difpleafure  to  our  Government,  is  now 
converted  into  rancor  and  national  hatred. 
If  I  might  be  allowed  to  give  my  political 
opinion,  there  appears  to  me  nothing  fo 
clear,  as  that  the  true  intereft  of  America 
IS  to  live  in  perfe6t  harmony  with  Great- 
Britain,  for  it  is  evident  to  the  obfer- 
vation  of  every  one,  that  the  colonies 
reaped  great  advantages  when  the  union 
fubfifteflj  they  have  feverely  felt,  and 
at  this  moment  continue  to  feel,  the  bad 
effefts  of  being  at  variance. 


E4 
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That  they  may  be  fubducd,  and  an  union 
formed  upon  the  moft  permanent  bafis, 
for  the  intereft  of  both  countries,  will,  1 
think,  coincide  with  your  fentiments,  as 
it  docs  witli  thofc  of 


Your's,  &c. 
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LETTER       XLVIL 


Cambridge,  in  New  Englands. 
Nov,  lOtb  1777. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 


THE  laft  town  we  left,  before  our 
arrival  at  this  place,  was  Weftown, 
where  we  foun4  the  moft  convenient  inn 
of  any  on  the  road,  it  is  equal  to  moil  in 
England,  the  rooms  commodious,  provi- 
fions  good,  and  fervants  attentive  j  above 
all,  the  landlord  is  a  friend  to  our  Go- 
vernment, and  like  all  of  that  defcription, 
kas  been  much  pcrfecuted.  He  was  not 
without  his  apprehenfions  of  being  fent  to 
prifon  for  attentions  fhewn  to  the  officers 

who 
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who  flopped  at  his  houle,  wnich  was 
nothing  more  than  the  common  civiHty 
he  Ihewed  to  all  his  guells :  in  fhort,  he 
was  deemed  by  the  Americans  a, rank 
Tory. 

\ 

I 

The  fpirit  of  Whig  and  Tory  is  as  pre- 
dominant in  America,  as  it  was  in  Eng- 
land fome  years  back;  perhaps  you  may 
not  have  troubled  yourfelf  as  to  the  wide 
derhatur  of   thefe  two  words,   you  will 
therefore    pardon    my  explaining  them : 
Tory^  originally,  was  a  name  given  t©  th%^ 
wild  Irifh  robbers,  who  favored  the  m^- 
facre  of  the  Irilh  Proteftants,  in  1641; 
it  was  afterwards  applied  to  all  enoi^nwus^ 
high-fliers  of  the  Church.     Whig  was  a- 
ludicrous  name,  firft  allotted  to  the  coun- 
try-field devotion-meeting,  whofe  oi'dinary 
drink  was  whig,  or  whey  of  coagulated, 
four  milk :    it  was  afterwards  applied  tor 
thofe  who  were  againft  the  Court  intereil, 
in  tlie  reigns  of  Charles  II,  arid  James  II. 

and 
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and  for  the  Court,  in  the  reigns  of  King 
William  and  Ring  George  j  the  Americans 
apply  them  quite  the  reverfe. 

Our  march  from  Weftown  to  this  place 
was  the  moft  unpleafant  of  any,  as  it 
rained  inceifantly,  and  we  reached  the 
barracks  on  Profpe6l  Hill  very  late  in  the 
evening,  which  were  unfortunately  in  the 
worft  condition  imaginable  for  the  recep- 
tion of  troops,  being  fo  much  out  of  re- 
pair, that  we  fufFered  feverely  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather ;  the  barracks 
were,  in  fa6l,  bare  of  every  thing;  no 
wood,  and  a  prodigious  fcarcity  of  fuel, 
infomuch,  that  we  were  obliged  to  cut 
down  the  rafters  of  our  room  to  dry  our- 
felves. 


The  method  of  quartering  was  dread- 
fully inconvenient,  fix  officers  in  a  room 
not  twelve  feet  fquare,  permifTion  was 
denied  us  to  accommodate  ourfelvcs  with 


rooms 
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rooms  in  this  town,  till  (General  Burgoync 
arrived,  and  rq>rcfented  our  fituation  to 
the  Council  at  Bofton,  when  it  was  relu6l- 
antly  granted.  We  laboured  under  many 
diftrefles  and  difficulties  ;  every  fpecies  of 
provifions  was  very  dear,  and  to  add  to 
our  misfortune,  could  hardly  be  procured 
for  money.  You  do  not,  I  believe,  in 
England,  rank  milk  in  the  catalogue  of 
luxuries,  yet  we  were  obliged,  ourfehesy 
to  traverfe  a  deep  fnow  for  a  full  mile,  to 
get  a.fmall  quantity  for  our  breakfafts, 
as  our  fervants  were  not  permitted  to  pafs 
the  centinels 


It  was  underftood  at  the  convention, 
that  the  troops  were  to  be  flationed  on 
Profpe6l  and  Winter  Hillsj  and  the  officers 
were  to  be  quartered  in  Bofton,  and  the 
neighbouring  towns.  On  this  fuppofi- 
tion  fome  of  the  pfficers  had  puihed  for- 
ward and  gQt  into  Bofton,  but  were  im- 
mediately ordered  out. 

At 
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At  prefcnt,  the  army  is  difpofed  of  in 
the  folk>wing  manner :  the  Englifh  troops 
upon  Profpe£l  Hill,  and  the  German  upoa 
Winter  Hill ;  the  officers  have  the  towns 
of  Cambridge,  Myftic,  and  Watertown, 
to  quarter  themfelv«s,  and  a  parole  of 
about  ten  miks  in  circumference ;  but  to 
prefervc  order  and  I'egularity  among  the 
troops,  three  officers*  of  each  regiment 
conAantly  refvde  inthe  baiTacks.  i-:-^   ,    .» 

It  is  no  little  rnortificatiori  that  I  can- 
not vifitBofton,  for  It  is  the  fecondcity 
in  America,  and  the  grand  emforium  ^f 
rebellkn ;  but  our  parole  excludes  us  from 
it :  what  makes  the  nK)rtification  ftill 
greater  is,  tliat  we  can  go  as  far  as  the 
ferry  at  Charles-town,  and  arc  debarred 
croffingit.  i 

By  an  officer  who  has  joined  the  army 
from  Albany,  I  am  informed,  that  Lady 
Harriet  Ackland,   after   flie  quitted  our 

armv. 
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9rmy,  experienced  great  difficulties  before 
ihe  arrived  at  that  city,  the  night  being 
far  advanced  before  the  boat  reached  the 
enemy's  out-pofts,  ,and  the  c^atinel  would 
not  let  it  pafs,  nor  even  come  on  fliore, 
notwithflanding  the  Chaplain,  that  accomr 
pauied  her  offered  the  flag  of  truce,  aild 
repre&nted  the  <  flate  of  her   Ladyfhip. 

:  The  guard,  from  apprdi^nfions  of  treach- 
ery, and  pundiliotis  to  orders,  threaten- 
ed to  fire  into  the  boat  if  it  flirred  be- 
fore day-light.  What  muft.  have  been 
her  anxiety  and  fufFerings,  when  protract* 
cd  for  feven  or  eight  hours,  without  cover- 

'  ing  to  flielter  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
night  air,  and  uncertain  what. her  huf^ 
band's  fituation  might  be,  her  reflexions 
during  the  long,  dark,  cold  hours,  could 
not  imprefs  her  with  any  favorable  fenti- 
ments  of  the  treatment  fhe  was  to  expedl, 
from  this  firfl  reception.  When  day-light 
appeared  they  were  fuffered  to  land,  and 
conda6led  to  General  Gates,    who,  with 
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that  humanity  for  which  he  is  fo  co'nfpi- 
cuous,  received  and  accommodated  her 
with  that  relpe^  and  attention  her  rank 
and  merit  di^fei'ved.  ,   .       r 


Wlien  you  trace  her  through  thft  various 
trying  fcenes  fmcc  her  arrival  in  America, 
ihe  fl:ai>ds  loith  an  example  of  female  ex- 
cellence  an  example  of  patience,  fuffer- 

ingand  fortitude,  exhibiting  an interefting 
pi£hire  of  that  ^jpirit  of  ^nterprize  anddii)- 
trefs,  you  meet  with  in  romance,  realized, 
ind  conducbed  upon  that  dii .  plinc  of  duty 
and  chaftenefs  of  pri!-»ciple,  whic-  fhould 
ever  be  attendant  on  onuubial  love.  How- 
little  the  female  frame  can  be  capable  of 
fupporting,  delicate  to  a  degree  as  hers  is, 
fuch  extreme  diftrefs  i  yet  (he  foared  above 
it,  and  forgot  the  weaknefs  of  the  woman 
in  the  fondnefs  of  the  wife. 


-»-. 


We  have  had  feveral  difputes  with  the 
Commitu;e-men,  relative  to  travellihg  on  a 

:  .       .  Sunday, 
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Sunday^  in  time  of  fervice;  fbme  officers 
have  been  taken  up  and  confined,  which 
has  occafioned  the  General's  interference. 
We  are  now  permitted  to  aflemble  at  the 
barracks,  and  attend  religious  duties.  The 
feleft  men  wiihed  to  be  as  rigid  with  us  as 
with  the  inhabitants,  any  of  whom  that 
are  feen  in  the  flreets,  during  divine 
fervice,  are  compelled  to  go  to  fome  place 
of  worfhip.  Whoever  (hall  be  caught 
<an7ing  a  bundle  is  committed  to  prifon, 
for  tlie  fpirit  of  puritanifm  is  as  prevalent 
now  in  thefe  ftates,  as  it  was  on  their  firft 
fcttlement. 

'  The  eftabliflied  religion  here,  as  in  all 
the  other  provinces  of  New-England,  is 
that  of  the  Congregationalifts,  a  religion 
different  only  in  fome  trifling  articles  to 
that  of  the  Preibyterians^  there  were  great 
numbers  of  other  perfuafions,  particularly 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  at  this 
place  there  is  a  church  erciled  within  fight 

of 


.  \ 


THR0UG4I    AMERICA. 


65 


o£  Hsyoid  College,  the  feminaty  of  thefe 
Gongrcgationalifts  j  this  gave  them  much 
offence)  as  they  confidered  it  a  fatal  ftroke 
levelled  at  their  religion.  Upon  this  ac- 
count, before  hoftilities  commenced,  they 
perfecuted  the  minifter,  who  was  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Apthorpe,  now  Re6tor  of  Croydon, 
obliged  him  to  refign  his  qure  and  quit  the 
colony ;  but  fince  the  war,  not  only  this 
church,  but  every  one  over  the  province 
is  ihut  tip,  nor  will  the  inhabitants  fufFcr 
any  other  religion  but  the  Congregation- 
alifts ;  they  were  happy  to  feize  the  op- 
portunity of  fupprefling  the  church  of 
England,  as  it  was  g^ning  ground  very 
faft,  and  therefore  objefted  to  it  on  the 
ground  of  praying  for  the  King  and  Royal 
Family.  Some  minifters  offered  to  omit 
that  part,  but  toleration  is  no  part  of 
their  creed,  and  they  were  happy  to  fdze 
fo  favourable  an  occafion  to  crulh  it. 


Vol.  II. 
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Before  the  conkn^hcemeht  of  thciwar^ 
Alts  and  Sciences  were  making  great  pro- 
grefs  in  Ihefe  (fates,  in  thiti  town  there 
is  ere^ed  an  Univerfity,  tlie  firft  ever  raifed 
in  America)  it  i»  a  neat  brick  buildings 
containing  three  halls  for  the  claiTes, 
a  room  for  natural  curiofities,  another 
for  infbriHnents  of  afopnomy  and  mathe- 
matics, and  a  gallery  where  formerly  was 
a  very  vahiable  library,  but  when  this 
place  was  the  head  quarters  of  General 
Wafliington,  "the  'lil»rary,  as  well  as  the 
inflruments  and  oth^r  articles  were  re- 
moved, in  which  niiJ^y  were  loft  and 
more  dam^d;  thofe  that  remain  of  the 
handfome  coHeftion  are  very  few  j  adjoin- 
ing to  the  college  is  a  neiat  chapel,    -^^^^i 


f ',' 
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The  Prcfidcnt  of  this  Univerfity  is  a 
Mr.  Willard,  and  there  arc  only  a  fmall 
number  of  ftudents  at  prcfcnt,  not  exceed- 
ing twenty,  the  youth  of  America  ftudying 
ta6:icsr  in  preference  to  the  more  enlighten- 

■    "  ii^g 
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ing  fciences.  This  Univerlity  hs^s  been 
foi^i^  ^^^'  3A  hundred  years,  and  altho' 
it  is  not  on  a  perfect  plan,  has  produced  a 
number  of  men  of  genius.  It  was  much 
encouraged  in  its  infancy,  by  many  perfons 
at  home^  paiticularly  a  Mr.  Hollis,  who 
founded  the  profi^flbrOiip  for  the  mathe-- 
matics  and  natural  philofophy,  and  many 
other  benefactions^  n/early  to  the  amount 
of  50oolt  Neither  the  profefibrs  or  ftu- 
dent3  refjde  in  the  Univerlity  j  the  former 
live  in>  their  own  houfes,  and  the  latter 
board, i;i  the  town..;;, 

!       '       .  .      ,  .  •  f      •  •       ■ 

The  town  of  Cambridge  is  about  fix 
miles  from  Bofto^,  and  was  the  country 
refulence  of  the  gentiy  of  tliat  city ;  there 
are  a  number  of  fine  houfes  in  it  going  tp 
decay,  belonging  to  the  Loyalifts.  The 
town  xnigid  have  been  extremely  pleafant, 
but  its  beauty  is  inuch  defaced,  being  now 
only  an  arfenal  for  militaiy  flores,  and  you 
may  fuppofe  it  is  no  agreeable  circumftance, 
od  F  2  every 
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every  time  we  walk  out,  to  be  reminded  of 
our  fituation,  in  beholding  the  artillery 
and  ammimition  waggons  that  were  taken 
with  our  army. 

The  ch^raftcr  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province  b  improved  beyond  the  defcrip- 
tion  that  our  uncle  B—  gave  us  of  them^ 
when  he  quitted  this  couittry,  thirty  years 
ago,  bufPuritanifm  and  a  fpirit  of  perfe- 
cution  are  not  yet  totally  extinguiflied. 
The  gentry  of  both  fexes  are  hofpttable 
and  good-natured,  with  an  air  of  civility 
in  their  behaviour,  but  conftrained  by 
formality  and  precifenefs;  even  the  wo- 
men, though  eafinefs  of  carriage  is  pe- 
culiarly charaderiftic  to  their  nature,  ap- 
pear here  with  much  ftifFnefs  and  referve : 
they  are  formed  by  fymmetry,  handfome, 
and  have  delicate  complexions  j  the  men 
are  tall,*  thin,  and  generally  long-vifaged ; 
both  fexes  have  univerfally,  and  even  pro- 
verbially, bad  teeth,  which  muft  probably 
T-  '-  -  ,  be 
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be  occafioned  by  their  eating  fo  much  mo- 
lafTes,  making  ufeof  it  at  all  meals,  and 
even  eating  it  with  greafy  pork. 

Converfmg  one  day  with  a  Virginia  offi- 
cer relative  to  the  curiofity  of  the  New 
Englapders,  he  toki  me,  that  finding  he 
never  could  procure  any  refrefhment  for 
himfelf  or  horfe,  till  after  he  anfwered  all 
thejf  queflions,  and  they  had  compared 
tjjem  with  their  information,  he  adopt- 
ed the  following  mode  to  avoid  their  in- 
quifitive  delays:  Whenever  he  travelled 
from  his  own  province  to  Boflon,  and 
alighted  at  an  ordinary,  (the  name  given 
to  inns  in  America,  and  fome  juftly  merit 
that  title)  the  mafter  or  miftrefs,  and  oth^r 
company  in  the  houfe  aflembj^  ^t  the 
door,  and  be  began  in  ^l>^s  manner,— 
Worthy  people,  I  am  Mj*.  ♦**,  pf  Vir- 
ginia, by  trade  a  tobacco-planter,  ^d  a 
"  bachelor,  have  fome  friends  at  Bollon, 
"  whom  I  am  going  to  vifit,  my  flay  will  be 
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"  fhort,  when  I  (hall  return  and  follow  my 
"  bufinefs,  as  a  prudent  man  ought  to  do, 
"  This  is  all  I  know  of  myfelf,  and  all  I 
"  can  poflibly  inform  you.  I  have  no 
"  news  J  and  nov^r,  having  told  you  every 
*•  thing,  have  companion  upon  me  and  my 
"horlc,  and  give  us  fpme  refrefhment/* 


licence  being  brought  me  that  fome 
fliips  arc  feen  in  the  offing  of  Bofton  harn 
bour,  I  am  haftening  to  Pf Qfpc6b-hili,  to  fee 
if  tl^cy  are  thofe  that  will  be  the  means  of 
conveying  me  to  the  fight  of  my  worthy 
friend,  and  that  they  may  be  is  the  wifh  of 


Yours,  &c. 


LET- 
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CamhriJge,  in  New  Englamf, 
Dec.  9,  1777. 


MY   DEAR   FRIENDj 


DEPRIVED  of  the  privilege  to  vifit 
Bofton,  ftill  from  the  view  that  we 
have  of  it  from  our  barraiCfe  on  Proipe6t 
Hill,  I  am  enabled  to  give  you  a  defcriptiou 
of  its  lituation  5  for  its  interior  partSj 
police  and  government,  you  muft  be  re- 
ferred to  thofe  authors  who  have  defcrib- 
cd  them. 


'ilit    h: 


t.  < 


.  Bofton  is  fituated  on   a  peninfulji  of 
about  four  miles  in  length,  at  the  bottom 
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of  the  bay  of  Maflachufett's,  which  reaches 
eight  or  tea  miles  within  land ;  the  open- 
ing of  the  bay  appears  to  be  flieltcred  from 
the  impetuofity  of  the  waves,  by  a  dum- 
ber of  rocks,  which  appear  above  water, 
and  by  feveral  iflands,  moft  of  which  are 
inhabited,  whofe  fituation  is  fuch,  that  they 
will  not  admit  of  more  than  three  or  four 
fliips  to  enter  at  the  fame  time. 


Nature  herfelf  too  feems  to  have  provid- 
ed for  tlie  fafety  of  the  city,  for  upon  this 
narrow  channpl  ^hpre  is  an  ifland,  that, 
when  fortified,  no  fliip  can  pafs  it :  this 
important  pod  was  entirely  negle6led 
till  the  end  of  the  laft  centyry,  when  a 
regular  citadel,  named  Fort  Willian),',was 
ere6led  on  it,  defended  by  a  Iiundfed 
pieces  of  cannon,  of  thelargeft  fize.and 
extremely  well  placed.  When  our  troops 
evacuated  Bofton,  they  demolifhed  the 
fortifications,  wliich  rei>dered  the  city 
liable  to  an  attack  by  fe^,   therefore,  the 

^  i;         '     principal 
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principal  olye6l  of  the  New  Engenders 
yvas  to  put  Boflon  and  this  idand  in  fuch 
a  ftattf  of  defence,  as  to  prevent  its  falling 
again  into  pur  poiTcflTion;  and  fo  indefa- 
tigable were  they  in  this  buiinefs,  that 
every  able-bodied  citizen  allotted  two  days 
if>  a  week)  |;he  more  fpeedily  to  conclude 
it,  as  they  >v^re  not  without  their  appre- 
henfions,  that  when  the  fleet  and  anny 
were  i;einforced  they  would  returns  ^hat 
imprefled  them  fo  fVrongly  with  tl>is  idea 
>vas  the  demolition  of  the  works. 

About  a  league  from  this  ifland,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  there  is  a  high 
light  hpuf^,  the  fignals  from  which  are 
perceiveabl^  at  Bofton,  where  there  are 
beacons,  a?  well  as  upon  moft  of  tlie 
heights  along  the  coafV,  to  fpread  tha 
alarm  to  the  inland  countries  of  an  ene- 
my's approach.  Except  when  a  veiy  thick 
fog  prevails,  at  which  time  fome  fhips 
nnght  /lip  in  amongft  the  iflands,  the 
,..yj  ^  town 
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town  has  always  Avis  of  {ik  b^tiii  Qi  prt-« 
pare  for  the  i  reception  ai  an  ^ikttiy^  and 
in  the  fpate  of  ifbtir-and^wentf  kdurs, 
they  can  raife  feveralithotffdrkds  of'khiltti^. 
If  ever  a  fl^ct  of  otifs  (holild  bli  ti^to 
pafs  Fort'  Wiltoitti  Jt  would ^^Weffec- 
tually  ftopt  by  the  ftrong  feattcrici  the 
Americans  have  raiied,  both  to  the  north 
and  fouth  of  the  town,  Which  com- 
mand the  bay  entirely;  the  hart)out-  ap- 
pears  foTpacious,  that  it  will  admit  of  fix 
or  feven  himdred  veffels  anchoring' fafely 
and  commodioufly.  I  am  informed,  on 
that  fide  of  the  city  that  faces  the  harbour, 
there  is  a  very  magnificent  piei*  v/hich  ex- 
tends fo  far  into  the  fea,  as  to  admft  6f 
fliips  unloading  tlieir  catrgoes,  without  the 
alTiftance  of  fmall  craft,  from  whence  they 
are  dcpofited  in  warehoufcs,  ranged  along 
this  pier. 
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Oppofite  to  thi  northern  phrt  of  the 
peninfula  on  which  Bofton  ftands,  are  the 

remains 
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remains  of  Cliarlcs-town,  which  had  the 
fame  conne6l}on  with  Boilon  as  the  Bo- 
rough has  with  the  city  of  London ;  the 
liver  that  divider  the  two  is  not  much 
Voider  than  the  Thames,  and  it  appears 
rather  Angular,  that  the  inhabitants  never 
created  a  bridge,  as  it  would  hav?  greatly 
contributed  to  the  profperity  of  both,  efpe- 
cially  as  it  was  the  tUre£t  entrance  from 
the  inland  towns  into  Boiion,  Unlefs  you 
crofs  the  ferry,  you  have  to  make  a  cir- 
cuit of  (everal  miler,  over  fwamps  and 
moralTes,  from  this  place  to  Bofton,  which 
is  only  two  miles  in  a  diredl  linej  no 
doubt,  as  the  Americans  are  become  fo 
expert  in  making  bridges  acrofs  rivers  of 
greater  width  than  this,  they  will,  when 
the  conteft  is  ended,  ere6l  one ;  for  what 
was  formerly  either  through  indolence  or 
individual  conceins  confidered  as  impofli- 
bilities  and  arduous  undertakings,  will 
now  be  thought  matters  eafily  acconi^ 
plilhed. 

Near 


m 
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.  Near  to  the  remains  of  Charles^tdwn  is 
that  famous  fpot  where  fo  much  blood 
was  fpilt,  and  fo  many  brave  men  flain, 
Blinker's  Hiil,  which  will  ever  be  a  me^ 
mento  to  Britifh  Commanders,  againft  at- 
tacking works  with  fuch  temerity,  with- 
out a  fufficient  information  as  to  tlieir 
conftrudlion,  and  holding  an  enemy  in 
too  great  contempt ;  but  in  this  inftance 
it  was  in  fome  meafure  unavoidable,  for 
had  the  Americans  fecured  that  poit, 
Bofton  would  have  been  untenable,  as  it 
is  a  high  ground  that  overlooks  and  com- 
mands tlie  whole  town,  tlie  only  error 
that  appears  to  have  been  committed,  was 
at  firft  not  endeavouring  to  turn  their 
flank  (which  proved  the  means  of  driv- 
ing them  from  their  woiks)  inftead  of 
attacking  them  in  the  front.  The .  only 
motive  that  could  lead  to  the  mode  of  at- 
tack that  was  adopted,  mufl  have  been 
upon  a  fuppofition  tliat  it  was  impoffible, 
in  fuch  a  fmall  fpace  of  time,    to  eredl 

any 
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any  works,  but  what  Aught  cafily  be  dc- 
moHfhed  by  the  artillery,  and  carried  by 
ilorm : .  Certainly  our  troops  were  much 
annoyed  by  the  Americans  from  Charles- 
town  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Ge- 
neral's u^willingnefs  to  deftroy  it,  the 
enemy  might  eafily  have  been  didodgcd, 
in  which  cafe,  the  weaknefs  of  their 
flank  would  have  been  difcovered,  and  io 
many  lives  would  not  have  been  k>ft  in 
attacking  them ;  their  induftry,  diligence 
and  filence  in  conftrufting  the  works, 
which  ^oftfifled  of  a  fmall  redoubt  and 
ftrong  intrcnchment,  reaching  near  half 
a  mile  down  to  the  river  MyfHc,  is  inne- 
dible.  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  im- 
portance of  this  poft  Ihould  efcape  the 
vigilance  of  our  Generals,  as  the  fafcty  of 
Bofton  d^ended  entirely  on  our  having 
poiKelTion  of  it. 


rt   yt 


..The  beft  defcription  that  I  can  poflibly 
give  you  as  to  the  engagement,  is  what  I 
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gathevei  from  CajXiaiu  Drew,  whom  J  met 
with  ^%  C;ork>  who,  in  th^t  a^ipa,  was 
wounded  in  ieveraji  part^  of  the  body rr  and* 
uotwithftanding  fcarcely  recoveired.  from 
his  wounds,  was  going  out  to  join  bis 
regiment.  H^  acknowledged  ton&lf  to 
have  never  been  witncfsto  lueh  ^fcenj^  of 
carnage  and  llaugbterj  and,  in  addition 
to  the  inccffant  roar  of  cannon,  dikhs^t 
of  mufqu^try,  and  the  groans  of  the 
wouiided  and  dyipg,  tliqre  were  great^  ex* 
plofious  from  the  burning  pf  die  town, 
from  which  afcended  a  large  colvn>n  of 
black  fmoke  ;  in  (hort^  it  wis  fuch  a  fcene 
as  cannpt  be  defcribed,  nor  can  ^ny  one 
form  the  lead  idea  of  it,  but  jtliofe  who 
were  prefent.  What  muft  have  be^n  the 
feelings  of  the  Generals  and  trpops  iti 
Boston,  whp  were  fpe6lators  of  thi^  drea(U 
fill  carnage,  without  participating  ^  The 
behaviour  of  the  Britilh  troops,  was  truly 
chai'a^lerifticof  tliat  valour  and  iutreindity 
that  is  idlowed  by  all  nations.  But  the 
r*  reception 
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roceptioft  th0y  metiVrith  i«oin  thcfe  en- 
trcnchoiient^  » and  JtJie-  f^pcvi^ioiij,  which 
was  tpriritle>.  wa3.;fu,fi5^i^  ^o  ftaggcr  the 
hraveft.  troops  jrrfcTf  fvilj.  Jia^f  an  hour, 
the  fir^po^c^d^Owat  upon  them  like  a 
ftfftam;  9U|ny  old'V6te9i^n$  d^laredi  that« 
for  the  tim«/iitaftQ4i;it,wa$  the  hotted  and 
moft  Woody  engageofv^nt  they  ever  remcm- 
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!,iWe  aie  anxioufly  expe61:ing  tlie  vefiels, 
as  ourfituiationis  not  only  very  unpleafimt 
but  dstfigeious,  both  to  officers  and  fol- 
diers;  the  latter  of  whom  aie  in  conti- 
ual  broils  with  the  Ameiican  guards,  wliich 
arc  cbmpofed  of  miUtia,  who  not  being 
imder  very  great  difciplioe,  not  only  in- 
fringe their  ordei-s,  which  perhaps  they  do 
not  comprehend,  or  elfe  ufe  their  auth  rity 
as  they  thinly  propei* ;  they  have  received 
orders  not  to  let  any  officer  pafs  without 
his  fide  arms,  and  as  many  of  them  left 
their  baggage  in  Canada,  others  loft  tlicm 
:v..  with 
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with  their  baggage,  dm  ing  the  cartijxilgil,' 
this  !giiora[nt  people  will  iibt  let  'a*iy  ^n€i 
pafs  without  a  fK^ord,  drawling  iilit>- "  I 
*'  fwear  now  yott  fh^'t  pafsj  ^etkufeyoitt 
"  have  not  g6t  a  fWbi'dj"  at^^e  (aiwe^ 
time,  fliipid  fools,  they  might  perceive  by- 
our  cloaths  and  bayonets  that  w^'Were  of^^ 
ficers.     Much  altercation  has  ehftikl,'  to 
remedy  which,  the  officers  had  paflports 
figned  by  General  Heath ;   but  this  did 
not  avail,  as  very  few  of  the  centinels  could 
read.     At  lail  it  was  ordered,  that  any 
officer  who  wanted  to  pafs  the  centinels/ 
was  to  go  to  the  American  guard,  where  the 
officer  fhould  fend  a  foldier  to  pafs  him ; 
this  did  not  altogether  remedy  the  evil,  as 
many  of  the  officers  could  not  make  out 
the  paff|)ort.  '- 


B^^-Jt  *.*■*  •   ^» 


When  I  defcribe  to  you  the  troops,  you 
will  not  fo  much  wonder  at  thefe  embar- 
raffinents.  In  marching  the  party  to  relief, 
you  will  fee  an  old  man  of  fixty,  and  a 
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boy  of  fixteen  ;  a  black  and  an  oW  decre- 
pit man,  limping  by  his  iide;  moft  of 
them  wear  great  bulhy  wigsj  in  Ihort^ 
they  would  be  afubje6t.for  the  pencil  oif 
Hogarth  i  but,  egad,  they  are  ready  enough 
in  prefenting  their  pieces,  and  if  a  foldier  , 
comes  the  leaft  near  them  they  level  at 
him,  and  fay,  "  I  fwear  now,  if  you  at- 
tempt to  pafs,  I'll  blaze  at  you." 

'The  foldiers*  wi\^es  are  flowed  to  pafs 
the  centinels  J  'yut  the  other  day  a  moft 
ludicrous  circumftarice  took  pkce,  by  the 
obftinacy  of  an  old  man  upon  gu^rd;  He 
would  not  permit  a  \Voman,  who  was  a 
true  campaigner  to  go  beyond  him,  great 
altercation  enfued,  in  which  the  lady  dif-  * 
played  much  of  the  Billingigate  oratory, 
when  the  old  man  was  fo  irritated  as  to 
pcfent  his  firelock;  the  woman  imme- 
diately ran  up,  fnatched  it  from  Wm, 
knocked  him  down,  and  firiding  over  the 
proftrate  hero,  in  the  exultation  of  tri- 
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umph,  profufely  befprinkled  him,  not  with 
Olympian  dew,  but  that  which  is  efteemed* 
as  emollient  to  the  complexion — and  'faiths 
fomething  more  natural — nor  did  (lie  quit 
her  poft,  till  a  fJe  of  fturdy  ragamuffins 
marched  valiantly  to  his  relief,  difpoflefled 
the  Amazon,  and  enabled  the  knight  of 
tlie  grifly  caxon  to  look  fierce,  and  re- 
fliouldcr  his  mufquet. 

The  Winter  is  now  fetting  in,  and  as 
the  coafting  of  the  tranfports  from  New 
York  to  Boflon  is  attended  with  delay 
and  danger,  on  account  of  the  ftrong 
winds  that  blow  at  this  feafon  upon  the 
coaft,  General  Burgoyne  has  made  appli- 
cation to  Congrefs  for  the  troops  to  march 
to  Providence,  and  to  embark  at  Rhode 
Ifland.  We  are  now  anxioufly  waiting 
for  an  anfwer  j  that  it  may  foon  arrive  is 
the  ardent  wifh  of 

Yours,  &c»  , 
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Qcunftridgt,  in  Nttv  Englasutt 
JtM*  igtb  1777. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IT  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  With  what  a 
dejefted  mind  I  fit  down  to  write,  as 
not  only  the  flattering  hopes  of  fhortly 
feeing  my  friend  is  done  away>  and  every 
profpe6l  vanifhed,  but  fome  years,  per- 
haps, may  elapfe,  before  the  termination 
of  this  unhappy  conteft. 

What  was  intended  as  an  accommoda- 
tion to  the  troops,  relative  to  their  em- 
barking at  Rhode  Ifland,  has  proved  a  moft 

G  2  unfor- 
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unfortLinate  circum fiance  indeed  5  for  the 
Congrefs  have  not  only  denied  tliat  re- 
queft,  but  have  put  a  Hop  to  any  embark- 
ation, till  the  convention  is  ratified  at 
home  by  the  King  and  Parliament  -,  an 
event  that*can  never  liappeii,  as  it  would 
be  allowing  the  authority  of  the  Congrefs, 
and  the  independence  of  the  Americans. 
What  reiiders  our  fitiiation  more  diilref- 
fmg  is,  that  liad  the  tranfports  come  round 
to  Bolton,  the  Council  would  have  con- 
fented  to-  our  embarkation. 

y;  The  Ccnerars  rcquifitiori  to  Congrefs  fias 
created  fufpiciohs  in  their  minds  (and,  by 
the  bye,  no  people  ai'e  of  Tuch  a  fufpicious 
difpofition  as  the  Americans,)  that  tlie 
meafure  propofed  was  merely  for  an  op- 
portunity of  joining  General  Howe's 
army,    and  that  we  fliould,    like  them- 

-ielvcs,  be  bafc  enough  to  evade  and  break 

the  articles  of  capitulation;  after  which 

we  were  to  acl  in  concert  with  that  army 

.      '  -   •-        *  againft 
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againft  Wafliingtoiii  and,  in  fuppoit  of 
their  fufpicions,  or,  at  lead,  to  give  a  co- 
lour to  them,  they  pretend  that  the  vefiels 
fent  to  RlK)de  I  Hand  were  infufficient  for 
tranfporting  the  ai'my  to  Europe,  and 
tliat  it  was  impoflible  to  victual  the  fleet 
and  army  for  fo  great  a  number,  in  fo 
fhort  a  fpace  of  time.  This  idea  mufl:  arifc 
from  the  great  dilatorincfs  in  all  American 

.  -Oti  li?i:ir  1:1 

departments.  .  . 

General  Burgoync  having  made  com- 
plaints concerning  the  bad  accommoda- 
tion of  tiic  officers,  which  was  not  a:]:rce- 
able  to  the  terms  of  convention,  the  Con-  ^ 
grefs  have  conilrued  that  as  a  dirc6l 
declaration,  that  it  had  been  broken  on 
their  parts  by  a  violation  of  its  conditions, 
and  an  indication,  that  we  confuler  the 
convention  as  diflblved  j  that,  under 
thefc  circumftances,  v/lien  out  of  the  li- 
mits  of  their  power,  and  at  large,  we 
ihould  make  no  hefitation  in  a6lin£:  as  if 

G  ^        '  wc 
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we  were  in  no  degree  bound  by  a  capitu- 
lation that  we  had  difavowed  under  re- 
ftraint. 


im 


The  Congrefs  have  likewife  pafled  fome 
frivolous  refolutions,  that  the  foldiers  had 
not  faithfully  delivered  up  their  accoutre- 
ments, alluding  to  the  crofs  belts  and 
cartouch  boxes.  Any  one  the  leall  con- 
verfant  in  militar}'  afFidrs,  muft  know 
tliey  are  not  pubHc  (lores,  but  private,  as 
being  always  furnifhed  by  the  Colonel 
of  the  regiment.  In  fhort,  the  Congrefs 
were  happy  to  feize  any  circumftance,  as  a 
pretext  to  favor  their  proceedings,  and 
to  render  them  juftifiable  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world.  But  had  they  made  a  refer^ 
cnce  to  General  Gates,  they  would  have 
found  what  little  dependence  was  to  be 
placed  as  to  that  accufations  for,  when 
he  obferved  the  men  march  by  with  their 
accoutrements  on,  he  afked  Colonel  King- 
fton,  who  had  fettled  the  treaty—**  if  it 
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**  was  not  cudomary,  on  field-days,  for 
"  arms  and  accoutrements  to  go  toge- 
"  ther  ?"  when  Colonel  Kingfton  replied, 
There  was  nothing  faid  in  the  conven- 
tion that  he  had  agreed  to  with  him, 
"  relating  to  accoutrements  ;  and  that  he 
"  could  have  no  right  to  any  thing  but 
"  what  was  ftipulated  in  the  treaty."  To 
wliich  General  Gates  replied,  "  You  are 
perfectly  right}"— and,  turning  to  fome 
American  officers,  faid,  "  If  we  meant  to 
**  have  had  them,  we  ought  to  have  in- 
"  ferted  them  in  the  convention."  Hence 
it  is  evident  Congrefs  were  ready  to  grafp 
at  any  pretence,  however  weak,  to  evade 
the  terms  of  convention  without  incurring 
the  charge  of  a  dire6l  breach  of  faith. 

In  vain  was  every  expoftulation  of  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne,  as  to  the  fubflance  of  his 
letter,  which  conveyed  no  other  meaning 
than  complaint  of  improper  ufage,  and  a 
too  relaxed  adherence  to  the  articles  of 
'  "  "         G  4  capitu- 
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capitulation.  To  obviate  all  farther  dif- 
ficulties, the  General  and  Oliicers  figned' 
a  parole,  and -were  willing  to  lign  any  pa- 
per, the  more  fully  to  ratify  tiie  cgnven- 
tion. 

^       •  _ 

Gongrefs  were  inexorable,   and  it  was 

vciy  perceivable,  they  would  not  eafily 
recede  from  a  meaiare  once  adoped  j  no 
explanation  of  fccurities  could  produce 
the  de-fired  effect  upon  their  determina- 
tion. The  condutt  of  Congrcfs  upon 
this  extraordinary  tranfa6lion,  is  exr 
tremely  vifiblej  they  had  conceived  an 
idea  if  our  army  were  fufFered  to  return 
to  Europe,  it  woiild  be  eafily  replaced 
in  the  fpring  5  General  Howe's  army  be- 
ing now  in  poIfefTion  of  Philadelphia, 
Jerfey,  New  York,  and  other  commanding 
fituations,  ^nd  General  Wafliington  fo 
clofely  preffed  at  Valley  Forge,  that  upon 
the  arrival  of  fuch  an  ad^tional  force,  it 
would  turn  the  fcale  of  war  againft  them  5 

.^  ^  and, 
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and  that  the. next  campaign  mufl  end  in 
their  final  fubjugation  i  they  therefore 
chofe  to  facrifice  their  faith  and  reputa- 
tion, although  an  infant  ftatc,  by  an  acl 
never  excufable.  This  ever  will  be  an  ob- 
loquy upon  America,  and  point  out  to 
other  powers,  what  little  dependence  is  to 
be  placed  upon  her  public  faith. 


Judge,  my  dear  friend,  what  mufl  be 
the  feel  js  of  every  one,  and  how  ex- 
afperated  we  mull  be  at  this  treatment! 
we  have  no  other  hopes  left  but  an  ex- 
change of  prifoncrs,  which,  confidering 
QUr  numbers,  will  be  fome  time  before 
the  whole  can  be  efFe6led.  Our  fitnation 
now  becomes  every  day  more  and  more 
mortifying,  for,  exclufive  of  the  infults 
we  continually  meet  with  from  the  Ame- 
rican foldiery,  the  officers,  no  doubt,  fti- 
mulated  by  this  refolve  of  Congrefs,  be- 
have very  tauntingly,  and  Colonel  Henley, 
who  commands  the  troops,  has  been  guilty 
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of  great  cruelty  to  the  foidiers*  That  you 
may  form  an  idea  as  to  the  natural  fero- 
city of  difpofition  in  this  man,  and  how 
deliberate  he  is  in  Jiis  barbarities,  I  fhall 
ftate  a  few  of  them* 

if 
On  the  19th  of  laft  month,  he  went  up 

to  the  American  barracks  to  releafe  fome 
of  our  foldiers;  after  calling  over  their 
names,  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  a  corporal 
Reeves,  of  the  9th  regiment,  "  and.  told 
**  him  he  had  been  confined  for  infulting 
**  a  provincial  officer,"  Reeves  made  an^ 
fwcr,' "  He  was  forry  for  it  >  that  he  was 
in  liquor,  and  would  not  have  a6ted 
fo,  had  he  known  him  to  have  been  an 
**  officer,  and  was  ready  to  alk  his  pardon." 
Colonel  Henley  faid,  "  By  God,  Sir,  had 
you  ferved  me  foi  I  would  have  run  yoti 
through  the  body,  and  I  believe  you  to 
**  be  a  great  rafcal."  Reeves  made  axv-«. 
"  fwer,  "  I  am  no  rafcal,  but  a  good  fbU 
"  dier,  and  my  officers  know  it."  Co- 
lonel 
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lonel  Henley  then  demanded  filence. 
Reeves  repeated  nearly  the  fame  words, 
adding,  "  That  he  hoped  foon  to  carry 
arms  under  General  Howe,  and  fight 
for  his  King  and  country."  The  Co- 
lond  then  replied,  "  Damn  your  King 
and  country,  when  you  had  arms,  you 
were  willing  enough  to  lay  them 
**  down."  Colonel  Henley  then  ordered 
filencc.  Reeves  repeating  nearly  the  fame 
words,  the  Colonel  ordered  one  of  the 
guard  to  run  him  through  for  a  fcoundrel ; 
the  men  of  the  guard  not  obeying  his  or- 
ders, he  difmounted  from  his  horfe,  and 
ieizing  a  firelock  with  a  fixed  bayonet 
from  one  of  the  guard,  (tabbed  Corporal 
Reeves  in  the  left  breafl,  and  whilft  he 
had  the  bayonet  at  his  bofom,  the  Colonel 
told  him,  "  If  he  faid  another  word,  he 
"  would  have  it  through  his  body:" 
Reeves  then  told  him  "  He  did  not  care, 
"  he  would  fland  by  King  and  his  country, 
?  till  he  died.''  Colonel  Henley  then  made 

a  fecond 
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a  fecond  d^t  at  him  with  the  firelock  >apd> 
fixed  bayonet,  whi<?h  two  of  the  other^ 
prifoiiers  threw ;  up,  and  it  ps^'ed  over. 
Reeyes's  (hovildei; ;  at  the  fame  tim^  one, 
of  thg  men  faid  tQ^Cplonel  Henlpv,  "  That 
"  the  rpan  was  hij  prifoner,  that  be  had 
"  better  not  tak^  his,  life,  as.  hecoi^liidQ, 
"  with  him  as  with  the  other  men  whp, 
"  were  in  his  cuftody."  Colpnel  Henjey, 
then  returned  tl^e  firelock,  apd:  oi^d^red 
him  ba^ck  into  the  guard-ropm,  difmifjing^ 
the  reft,  pf  the  prifoners. 

■■:■■■.'  ''n'nytr.     '■: 

On  th^  8th  in%n|t,  as.  fomif  ^Idiers, 
were  Iqolfing,  ^t  4  party  of  Ame^^ai^^^ 
where  Colonel-  Henley  was  pijefenjt:  1^^ 
ordered  the  foldiers  to  go  off  and  clear 
the  parade.  The  foldiers  turned  about. 
and  wen^  off  ^  fa^  as  they  could  5  tliQ, 
croud  beipggrea^,  arici  th,e  rp^d  very,  .dfrty, 
Cplo|i^^  ^^nley  turijed  abp^^,  ^nd  adr^ 
dreffip^  the.  fpldier?,  faid,  "  Damn  you, 
V  I'll  vii^^  ypu  n\a|.i^  ,m9re  h^i^^»'  ^1^4 

running 
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Tunrthig'tiptb'acdi^bral  Hadley,  pufhed 

hh'{ii^6td  m  his  left  fide  and  bent  it:  he 

4lieh  tiiriied  about  atid  went  to  the  right 

"of  his  party,  ftmght6hing  his  fword  as 

^lie  'went   albhg— a  ^pretty  examflle  this 

frbni  *  cbfctti^ndin^  ftffider  to  thofe  wftder 

his  command.  '^ 

'13o'n6t^1)e'furpized'aftfer  tfes,  if  you 
fhbuld  ^ar  of  a  ^general  ihkfTacre  of  all 
^ttieBrifnii  troops  I  Biit^  what  more  fully 
^Klamp's  ihfe  *chara€l6r  bf  -lihis  mbft  fari- 
^jguinaiy-'m'an,  and  hi's-  ferocious  difpofi* 
-  tibrt,  i4 '%"  mbft  un^couhtable  eipreffion 
^he^niade  tb  fomel  "tidier s,  without  any 
i^prc^yksffibn.         '^^H    ;  i 

Oiir  paffes  are  renewable  every  mbnth^ 
for  which  purpofe   the  Quarter-mafter- 
•lerj^rils'of  the  Afferent  regirfients  attend 
at  tfe^AMfericain  deputy  Adjutant-Gierie- 
•  >rarsafl^e}  6n  th^  rfeth  of  M  itionfth,  as 
tlv^  ferjeajits  s(ttfentei*kt  ii\t  office,  to  ap- 
ply 
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ply  for  paffes,  Seijeant  Fleming,  of  the 
47th  regiment,  not  being  acquainted  with 
Colonel  Henley,  took  him  for  Colonel 
Keith,  tlie  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  fa- 
luted  him  cap  in  hand,  and  was  going  to 
addrefs  him,  when  Colonel  Henley  ex- 
tended his  arm  towards  him,  with  his 
fift  clenched,  and  faid,  "  You  rafcals,  I'll 
make  damnation  fly  out  of  ye ;  for  I 
will  myfelf>  one  of  thefe  nights,  go  the 
"  rounds,  and  if  I  hear  the  leaft.word,  or 
"  noife  in  your  barracks,  I'll  pour  fhot 
*'  amongft  you,  and  make  flames  of  Hell 
jump  out  of  ye,  and  turn  your  barracks 
infide  out ;  declaring,  if  he  was  a  cen- 
tinel,  and  any  Britifli  foldiers  looked 
fulky  at  him,  he  would  blow  their 
"  brains  outT* 

Such  glaring  conduft  could  not  efcape 
the  notice  of  General  Burgoyne,  who  ap- 
plied to  General  Heath  for  redrefs,  and 
he  inftituted  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  to  invef- 
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tigate  the  grounds  of  complaint,  and  re- 
ported, it  would  be  for  the  honor  of  Col. 
Henley,  as  well  as  for  the  fatisfa6Uon  of 
all  interefled,  that  the  judgment  of  a 
Court-martial  fhould  be  taken  on  his  con- 
duft,  during  his  command  at  Cambridge, 
which  Court-martial  is  to  fit  to-morrow. 


The  weather  has  been  very  feverc  of 
late,  and  there  has  been  great  falls  of  fnow, 
but  now  it  is  more  pleafant  and  ferene ; 
the  north  winds  blow  very  (harp,  the  fnow 
is  about  two  or  three  feet  thick  on  the 
ground,  and  the  inhabitants,  inftead  of 
carioling,  like  the  Canadians,  have  large 
lleighs,  that  will  contain  ten  or  twelve 
perfons,  which  are  drawn  by  two,  and 
fometimes  four  horfes,  but  parties  of 
young  folks  are  more  accuflomed  to  go  a 
frolicking.  As  this  is  a  lingular  cuftom, 
I  fl\all  defcribe  it  to  you. 
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When' the  mt>^h  fe>favdWl3te,  /^number 
of  yofimg  nifciiiahd  women,  tiy tfic  Amount 
of  thihy  or  forty,  ^fet  off  in  fl^hs,  about 
ft'itn  b*dock  in  tUt  ettiilng,  to  joim  fc^e 
bther  >t)irty,  )pethsipis^-at  the  ^  ditlance  df* 
eighteen  or  ^dttty  ittiles,  i/vAete  th^y  dince 
sxi'd'^^iifciik. ' till- clay 4iglit,  Whifn  thieyirtf- 
turn  and  follow  their  common  avocations, 
as  If  thfey'had  reftjjid  all  night;  it^ Is  'not 
iin<*6niihon,  an  hour  ^r  tw<c>  ^ift^r  day- 
light, iti^  be  awyted  with  ithe  lingfnganli 
noife'nhey  make,  and  by  the  niimbcr  bf 
ij^lls  afSixed  to  the  hot-ffes^  on  therieturn 
of 'f^iAe'^ofthefe  parties.  '  Singular  fvtu- 
atioh?  and  manners  are^prodtiftvv^i  of  fin- 
gutai^  euftOins.  In  1Sngknd,*^t'his  would 
'ie^  eftec^ed  extremely  impirudent,  and  at- 
^tcnded^with'dangerous  conl^^iences ;  biit, 
nafte^^hbt  I  haverdittedr^ipeffiAg^^i^- 
ftfpilftnced^not  f^,'iii  how  ijmdoent^a 
view  this  is  looked  tiprin.  ilpk)^s,  is 
to  that  cuftom,  along  the  fea  coaft,  by 
'jj^iontinual  intercourfc  among  Europeans ; 

it 
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It  is  in  fome  meafure  aboliflied ;  but  they 
flill  retain  one  fomething  fimilar,  which  is 
termed  tarrying. 

When  a  young  man  is  enamoured  of 
a  woman,  and  willies  to  marry  her,  he  piu- 
pofes  the  affair  to  her  parents,  (without 
whofe  confent  no  marriage,  in  this  colony, 
can  take  place)  if  they  have  no  objection, 
he  is  allowed  to  tairy  with  her  one  night, 
in  order  to  make  his  court.  At  the  ufual 
time,  the  old  couple  retire  to  bed,  leaving 
the  young  ones  to  fettle  matters  as  they 
can,  who,  having  fat  up  as  long  as  they 
think  proper,  get  into  bed  together  alfo, 
but  without  putting  off  their  under  gar- 
ments, to  prevent  fcandal.  If  the  parties 
agree,  it  is  all  very  well,  the  banns  are 
publifhed,  and  they  married  without  de- . 
lay  J  if  not,  they  part,  and  p*  ffibly  never 
fee  each  other  agdn,  unlefs,  which  is  an 
accident  that  feldom  happens,  the  for- 
laken  fair  proves  pregnant;,  in  which  cafe 
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the  man,  unlefs  he  abfconds,  is  obliged 

to  marry  her,  on  pain  of  cxcommunica* 
tion. 


'!l! 
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The  ignorance  of  the  American  officers 
and  foldiers,  and  the  fcrupulous  punc- 
tuality to  their  orders,  which  one  half  of 
them  have  not  underflanding  to  compre- 
hend, mufl  occafion  confufion  and  trou* 
ble.  I  have  hitherto  endeavoured  to 
avoid  having  any  altercation  with  them  j 
but  the  other  evening  I  had  the  pleafure 
of  being  condu£ted  to  the  guard-houfe, 
though  not  without  company,  among 
whom  was  Lord  Balcarras,  Major  Maf- 
ter,  of  our  regiment,  and  Major  England, 
of  the  47  regiment. 

We  were  returning,  about  nine  o'clock, 
from  Profpe£l-hill,  to  our  quarters  in 
Csfcmbridge;  and  about  a  mile  from  the 
barracks,  were  ftopt  by  a  patrole ;  who, 
although  we  fhewed  our  paflcs  and  our 

fide- 
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ii^e^arms^,  would  not  lot  us  proceed }  but 
faid,  he  had  orders  to  take  every  Briti(h 
officer  or  foldier  up  after  dark*  Hi^ 
Lordfhip  theii  infdrHlcd  him,  "that  he 
was  fure  no  fuch  orders  had  been  given  ;" 
but  the  Corpordl  faid,  **  he  received  thofe 
"  orders  from  his  Captsun ;  and  diat  we 
^'  muft  march  to  the  guard-hovrfe/'  Ac- 
cordingly we  were  efcorted,  though  a  very 
cold  piercing  night,  badi  to  the  barracks. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  guard,  his  Lord- 
ftiip  remonftratcd  with  the  Captain,  who 
laid,  "  He  believed  he  had  fuch  orders^ 
**  but  he  was  not  certain  $  however^  as  we 
were  brought  prifoners,  We  itiuft  rei* 
main  till  next  morning/'  His  Lordfliip 
then  defired  him  to  fend  to  Colonel  Ger- 
rifh,  at  Cambridge,  the  commanding  offi* 
cer,  which  he  refufed*  After  much  alter* 
cation  and  fome  perfuafion,  rather  than 
pafs  the  cold  night  without  any  covering, 
in  their  bleak  guard-houfe,  he  was  pre-« 
vailed  upon  to    let   us  proceed  to  our 

H  2  quarters, 


cc 


i€ 


100  INTERIOR    rilAVEtS 


quarters,  upon  our  figning  a  parole  to 
return  the  next  morning  at  eight  o'clock  i 
th©  next  day,  when  we  went  to  the  guard- 
houfe,  they  flocked  round  us  with  the 
fame  eager  curiofity  to  fee  his  Lordftiip, 
as  they  did  to  fee  Lord  Napier  j  we  re- 
mained at  the  guard  till  it  was  relieved, 
when  the  Captain  that  came  to  relieve 
would  not  take  charge  of  us,  nor  the 
other  difcharge  us;  therefore,  when  the 
old  guard  was  gone,  his  LordQiip  aiked 
the  Capt^n  "  Whofe  prifoners  we  were  ?" 
he  replied,  "  None  of  mine,  and  I  defire 
you  will  go  all  of  you  ahout  your  bufi- 
nefs*"  We  went  accordingly.  Complaint 
being  made  by  General  Philips  to  their 
Commanding  Officer,  all  the  anfwer  he 
received  was,  that  he  fuppofcd  it  was 
ibme  Ignorant  Captain,  who  had  made 
a  milVake.  Thus  you  fee  we  are  the  fport 
of  thefe  fools.  What  a  footing  military 
difcipline  is  on  in  the  United  States  I 
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I  could  not  fo  freely  have  communi- 
cated my  fentiments,  had  I  not  an  oppor« 
tunity  to  fend  this  by  an  officer  going  to 
New- York,  frpm  which  place  he  returns 
to  Europe,  who  will  deliver  it  to  you,  and 
at  the  fame  time  inform  you  that  he  left, 
in  good  health,  but  very  low  fpirits. 


Yours,  &;c» 


•-  T~     '■% 


H3 


LET- 
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L    E    t    t    P    R       U 


Camhridgi»  in  Ntnu  En^ai^^ 
Feb.  28,  1788. 


MY   DEAR   FRIENp^ 

OU  R  attention  has  of  late  been  en- 
gVofled  with  the  trial  of  Colonel 
Henley.  As  the  whole  proceedings  would 
be  tirefome,  I  (hall  only  juft  give  you  the 
fubftance  of  General  Burgoync*s  opening 
that  profecution,  his  reply,  and  the  Judge 
Advocate's,  with  the  extraordinary  opinion 
of  the  Court,  after  the  enormous  crimes 
were  fully  fubfhintiated,  upon  oath; 
IBvhen  ill  -  treatment,  mifconduft,  and 
f:ruelfy,"were  indifpdtably  proved,  by  fuch 

refpefteble 


THROUGH    AMERICA^ 


103 


refpeftable  witnefles  as  Colonel  Anftru- 
ther.  Colonel  Lind,  Major  Forfter,  Lieu- 
tenant Valiancy,  Lieutenant  Bibby,  and 
other  officers.  But  as  giving  you  only 
the  heads  of  his  fpeeches,  would  take  from 
the  energy  and  beauty  of  the  General's 
language,  I  fhall  relate  it  verbatim,  as 
taken  in  ihort-hand. 


At  the  opening  of  the  Court,  General 
Burgoyne  took  notice  of  a  diftindlion  be- 
tween the  charge,  as  ftated  in  his  letter, 
and  General  Heath's  order.  In  the  letter, 
the  general  tenor  of  Colonel  Henley's 
language  and  condud,  encouraging  his 
inferiors,  and  feemingly  calculated  to  ex- 
cite them  to  bl6ody  purpofes,  was  only 
^ted  as  a  matter  of  fufpicious  belief; 
jreafoning  upon  this  principle,  it  was 
more  ca^idid  to  fuppofe  one  iiipftig^tor  of 
fuch  evils,  than  a  general^  v  jlunt^ry,  bad 
difpofition  ^mgng  the  American  troops ; 
that  the  dire6l  matter  pf  charge  which  th^ 

Genera! 
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General  pledged  himfelf  formally  r.nd  offici- 
ally to  fuJ)port,  was  contained  in  the  words 
**  behaviour,  criminal  as  an  officer,  and 
"  unbecoming  a  man,  of  the  mofl  inde- 
"  cent,  yiplent,  vindictive  feverity  againft 
*'  unarmed  men,  and  of  intentional  mur- 


<e 


der." 


ill 
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General  Burgoyne  made  this  obferva- 
tion,  as  a  fecurity  againft  any  cenfure  of 
incpnfiftency  on  his  part,  for  not  going  at 
large  into  matters  of  inferior  moment,  as 
to  the  general  tenor  of  language  and  con- 
du61:  of  Col.  Henley,  declaring  he  ihould 
confine  his  evidence  to  tranfa6lions  or  the 
19th  of  December,  and  the  8th  of  January, 
except  in  cafes  where  the  behaviour  of 
Colonel  Henley,  at  other  times,  fervedto 
elucidate  the  pripciples  and  defigns  upoiri 
wMch  he  a6ted  uponithbfc  particular  days. 
After  making  this  obfervation,  as  id  the 
diftinClibn  in  the  charge,  the  General 
opened  the  profecution.  '^^^"^  '*    ' 

''Mr. 
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*'  Mr,  Prefidenfy  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
**  Courts "  ^ 

"  I  prefent  myfelf  as  profecutor.  before 
you,  in  charges  of  a  heinous  nature 
againft  Colonel  Henley; — and,  before 
I  proceed  to  adduce  the  evidence  in  fup- 
*'  port  of  them,  I  think  it  a  duty  to  my 
"  iiation,  and  a  part  of  propriety  towards 
"  the  Court,  to  declare  the  principles  upon 
*^  which  I  aa. 


« 


« 
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"  If  the  reports  in  my  hand,  and  which 
will  prefently  be  brought  to  teft  upon 
oath,  do  not  deceive  me,  public  faith 
has  been  Ihaken,  waiiton  barbarities 
have  been  committed,  and  a* general 
maflacre  of  the  troops  under  my  care, 
apparcfftty  threatened.  In  otgefts  of 
this  magnitude,  where  not  orilythe 
tights  of  afmgle  nation,  but  the  inte- 
rcfts  of  human  nature  are  concerned,  the 

"  conduft 
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*•  conduftof  the  profecution  falls  naturally 
'*  (however  difagreeable  the  office>  and 
**  unequal  the  talents  of  the  perfbn)  to  him 
**  who  has  tlae  fupreme  truft  upon  the 
"fpot. 

**  A  fecond  inducement  to  appear  here, 
*'  is  that  of  private  honor.  I  have  un* 
**  dertaken  to  accufe  Colonel  Henley, 
in  a  degree  that  ought  to  affe£l  the  feel* 
ings  of  a  foldier  nearer  than  life»  It  is 
**  fit  I  {land  forth,  in  perfon,  to  maint^iia 
my  accufation,  and  if  it  fails  in  point  of 
proof,  to  make  hiin  the  fuUeft  atone* 
*'  mcnt  in  my  power* 


«< 
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**  I  acknowledge  a  third  impulfion  upon 
my  mind,  equally  irrefiftible;-rgrati- 
tude,  efleem  and  affection  to  that  meri^ 
••  tofiottS,  refpefbaUe  part  ofmy  country^ 
"the  brave  and  honeft  Britifti  foldier-* 
a  private  man,  defencelefs,  because  un** 
armed,  ignorant  of  your  laws,  unqua- 

^Mified 
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*<  Itfiedto  make  good  his  caiife  in  a  court 
^<^jijiftke,  and  who  h&s  not  to  look  for 
*'  redrefs  of  injury  to  his  own  officers.-— 
**  IconfeCi  I  am  too  felfiih  to  refign  to  any 
**  bro^^t  officer  the  jwridc  and  gratifica^ 
^*  tioii  of  ftancUng  in  the  front,  for  the 
^'  defenc^^  of  m^n,  faithful  comrades  of 
^*  honor  and  misfortune,— —who  have 
^*  fou^t  bravely  under  my  orders,  who 
f  havje  Med  in  my  prefence,  and  who  are 
f*  now  expofed  to  oppreffion  and  perfecu- 
f^  tibn,  by  the  abufe  of  ^  trtaty  figned  by 
ptttyhateJ. 

<^  Thus  much  I  thought  proper  to  pre- 
f*  nafcy  left  any  man  fhould  fuppofe  me 
f«  aftttatfed  by  fo  mean  and  paltry  a  mo- 
^*  tiM^e^  iig"vln^6tiv«e  perfenal  rrfentmeht, 
^^  againft  ^  gentleman  too^  of  wliom,  be- 
?*  fbre  thefe  tranfafttons,  1  could  know  tio 
*<  hatm,  ^4  towards  wJ^n\,  if  1  Tiad  anjr 
f*  pr^Juj!tc6, 1  ferioufly  dedare  it  Was,  from 
f*his  gfetteral  deportment,  a  prejudice  of 

"  favor— 
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favor— perfonal  refentment  ?— No,  |[«i- 
tlemen,  I  {land  upon  broader  and  firmer 
ground— 'the  ground  of  natural  rights, 
perfonal  protection  and  public  bonpr,^- 
and  I  appeal  to  the  great  prinqpJjBs  and 
land  marks  by  which  human  focieties 
hold  and  are  directed,  ^dwhi$h,  whe- 
ther in  (ituation?,  of  amity  or  hoftility, 
are  efteemed  equally  facred  by  the  uni- 
verf^  concurrence  of  civilized  man. 
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"  An^thi^  leads  me  to  a  momentary  m^^ 
fle6lion  upon  the  order  under  wliichr 
you  fit,  originating  from  the  report  of 
the  Court  of  Enquiry.  .  f^  ^j  f  » 

«  It  {{mS'-r-Tiaf /be  Court y  after  mature, 
confideratioriy  are  of  opinion^  that  from  the 
evidence  offered  on^  the  fide  of  General  Bv^rr' 
goyneagainfi  Colonel  Ifenley,  it  it^ifHe  moft 
f?''i  ^«^ihonor  £^  CpLQNEL  Henley,  ai 
well  aiffor  the  fatisfadlion  of  all  interefied^ 
that^^he^judgment^o^a^^^^     Martial Jhould 

^^  be 
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"  A?  taken  on  his  conduSty  during  bis  command 
"  at  Cambridge,  'The  General  approving  the 
**  pinion  of  the  Court,  orders,  &c* 

> 

,^ .  ."  I  confefs,  I  expefted  General  Heath 
**  would  have  joined  iflue  with  the  profe- 
"  cutor,  in  this  inftance,  and  placed  the 
"  Court-martial  upon  a  more  enlarged 
"  bafis  than  the  honor  of  an  individual, 
"  however  refpe£lable  he  may  be,  or  the 
"  fatisfa6lion  of  the  complainants. — But 
"  be  it  as  it  may,  my  purpofe  i^  anfwered, 
"  a  Court-martial  is  obtained,  the  mem- 
"  hers  are  fworn,  and  they  are  bound  to 
"decide." 


<c 


I  know  you  will  feel  with  me  the 
"  difference  between  this  and  common 
"  courts ;  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  minutes  as 
"  would  fuffice  for  your  internal  convic- 
*;',tion,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  or  as 
"  would  be  merely  explanatory  to  the  per* 
"-  Ion  who  is  to  confirm  the  fentence,  will 

"  not 
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"  not  be  thought  fufficient  hew.  Ydti 
•*  well  know  the  whole  of  thi3  matter  will 
be  publiihedy  trandated,  confidered  and 
commented  upon  by  every  nation  in  the 
**  world  :-i^not  only  reality ^  but  perjpicuity 
«*  of  juftice  muft  appear  upon  the  face  of 
••  the  proceedings.  You  are  truflees  for 
"  the  honor  of  an  infant  State,  and  there- 
**  fore  evafion,  ftibterfuge  and  law-craft" 
(an  allufion  to  the  Judge  Advocate  Tudor, 
who  is  a  lawyer  at  Bofton)  "  were  any 
man  hardy  enough  to  offer  fuch  at 
your  tribunal,  would  be  of  no  avail ; 
nay,  were  it  poflible  any  member  could 
be  warped  unintentionally  by  perfonal 
*'  favor,  or  prejudice  of  civil  conteft  (good 
"  minds  are-fometimes  prone  to  fuch  illu- 
•*  fions)  yet  here  a  moment's  refle6Hon 
•*  upon  the  reputation  of  his  country, 
•*  would  retrieve  his  reafon,  and  what  his 
prejudice  would  incline  him  to  adopt, 
policy  would  prompt  him  to  reje61:.** 

*J  Upon 
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«  Upon  the  foil  confidence,  therefore, 
of  the  necefTary,  as  well  as  willing 
juftice  of  the  court,  I  (hall  proceed 
to  call  the  evidence.  I  have  neither  in- 
clination or  powers  to  heighten  the 
fa6ts  by  a  previous  nan*ative  j  let  them 
flrike  the  view  as  tiuth  (hall  (hew  them 
in  all  the  (implicity  of  their  horrors — a 
monftrous  fpeftacle,  from  which  the 
mind  and  eye  will  turn  afide  with  de- 
teftation." 


Here,  a  variety  of  evidence  folly  proved 
the  accufation  of  the  crimes  I  mentioned 
in  my  laft,  befides  various  others  which 
you  will  perceive  commented  on,  when 
the  General  clofed  the  charge. 

After  a  full  examination  of  the  evidence 
in  fupport  of  the  profecution,  the  Judge 
Advocate  made  an  ol:je6tion  to  the  General 
making  any  obfervations  on  it,  arguing, 
that  if  he  was  permitted,  it  muft  be  upon 

the 
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the  principle  of  indulgence,  not  of  right  j 
and  after  fome  little  altercation  between 
the  Judge  Advocate  and  the  General,  the 
Court  acquiefced,  when  General  Burgoyne 
proceeded  as  follows : 

'*  Mr.  Trefident  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
"  Court;' 

"  It  being  now  admitted,  that  in  clofing 
the  evidence  I  may  offer  fuch  argu- 
ments as  to  me  fliall  feem  proper,  in 
fupport  of  the  charge,  and  referving  to 
myfelf  a  claim  of  replying  to  the  de- 
fence, I  ih^l  enter  upon  the  firft  part 
of  the  very  pdnful,  though  by  no 
means  difficult  undertaking — ^painful, 
becaufe  I  cannot  purfue  the  offender 
without  fetting  that,  offender  in  points 
of  view,  at  which  every  benignant  mind 
muft  fhudder — eafy  in  every  other  re- 
fpe6t  is  the  talk,  becaufe  I  will  venture 
to  pronounce  the  evidence,  when  ar- 
ranged and  adjufled,    wijl  amount  to 

"  fuch 
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fuch  a  mafs  of  proof  as  cannot  be  over- 
thrown, and  will  authorize  and  call  for 
the  ftrongert  terms  I  can  ufe,  in  my 
demand  of  public  juftice;  And,  Gen- 
tlemen, let  me  be  permitted  to  aflume 
to  myfelf  applaule  rather  than  blame, 
that  the  evidence  has  not  been  laid  be- 
fore yoii  in  a  regular  feries  j  the  reafon 
was,  that  though  afTurfed  by  the  reports 
m^dd  to  hie,  that  the  evidence  would 
produce  convi6lion  upon  the  whole,  I 
was  igribrant  how  the  teftiniony  of  the 
particular  witnefles  would  apply,  and 
point  to  the  progeflioii  of  the  charges, 
becaufe  1  had  no  previous  intercourfe 
with  them.  I  declare  upon  my  folemn 
word  and  honor,  that  I  had  no  con- 
cern  or  communicationj  diredlly  or  in^ 
dire6lly,  with  any  non-commiflioned 
officer  or  foldier  who  has  appeared  at 
your  bar,  one  only  excepted,  viz.  Ser- 
jeant Fleming,  of  the  47th  regimen tj 
who  has  depofed  to  the  falutation  Co*. 

1  « lonel 
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**  lonel  Henley  gave  him  and  his  comrades 
•*  at  the  Adjutant  General's  office  j  thd  * 
"  whole  matter  appeared  fo  veiy  impro- 
•*  bable,  that  I  not  ohly  fcnt  for  the  Scf-" 
**  jeant,  to  warn  him  of  the  facrednefs  of 
•*  an  oath,  and  the  crime  of  intemperate 
*•  zeal  that  led  to  bearing  falfc  Witnefs ; 
"  but  alfo  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  enquire 
"  minutely  irfto  his  diarafter.-*-!  found 
•*  the  man  firm  and  Uniform  iii  aiiertihg 
**  his  fe6ts  i  and  I  found  his  officers  una- 
"  nimous  in  Supporting  the  credit  of  his 
"  veracity.  ^  -  «. 

■  (        *  ,   '  '  '  -        ' 

i       -     c     •  "'.  ■ 

••  In  every  other  circumftance  I  adhered 
religiouily  to  the  determination  Pha3 
taken,  jof  fcchiding  my^lf  froni' 'the 
witneife&j  not  only  to  guard  my' clta- 
ra6ler,  i  in^  'this  region  of  fufpitibn^  irid 
afperfion,  againft  the  fuppofitioh  of '.uit- 
fairpra61:ices>-— Ibefides  had  ^  if&upte 
of  trufting  my  own  mind  With-  too 
hafty  prepofleffions- 'iii  a  'caii^j '^^Herfe/' 
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♦*  With  the  folcipn  matter  of  a  public  na^ 
"  ture,  is  involved  the. fate  of  a  gentle-. 
**  man»  high  in  his  military  flatipn,  and 
"  to  judge  by  the  ippare^t  figns  o^  good 
**  \yiihes  on  lliis  day,  high  in  popular 
"  eftcem. 
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"  Thus  unprgudiccd  I  came  into  Court, 
I  /corn  to  take  the  (lighter  matters  that 
might  be  comprehended  in  the  general 
words  of  the  charge,  fuch  as  perfonal 
incivility  to  the  pfficeri,  cxpreffiqns  and 
a6lions  of  peevifhnefs,  haughtinefs  and 
difguft.  I  mean  not  to  prefs,  that  they 
exifted,  or  if  they  did,  I  am  defirous  that 
they  (hould  pafs  as  faults  of  temper  and 
deficiencies  of  manners,  incident  to 
man's  nature,  education,  and  habitual 
courfe  of  life ;  and  I  fhall  confine  my 
comments,  as  it  is  my  duty  to  do,j:Q  the 
teftimonies  of  your  minutes,  and  the  cir* 
cumdances  relating  to  them* 
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"  Without  departing  from  this  princi- 
ple, it  will  be  neceffary  to  take  a  general 
view  of  the  ftate  of  things,  previous  to  the 
date  of  the  grievances  complained  of; — 
We  arrived  at  Cambridge,  paflfengers 
througliyour  country,  under  the  fan6lion 
of  a  truce — in  whatever  capacity  we  had 
been  found  in  a  foreign,  and  as  you  intend, 
art  independent  ftate,  we  were  entitled 
to  a  perfonal  prote6lion,  by  the  general 
and  moft  facred  laws  of  cuftoni  and 
reafon ;  but  when,  to  the  promulgated 
law  of  civilization,  are  added,  the  un- 
written principles, — or  written  only 
upon  the  hearts  of  generous  people, — 
honor,  refpe<5l  for  the  brave,  the  hofpita- 
ble  wilhes  that  ufually  prefs  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  unfortunate,  the  ftranger, 
and  the  clefencelefs  man  in  your  power, 
how  will  our  claims  multiply  upon  the 
mind  !  —  Sau^^iirie  imaginations  con-- 
ceived  yet  further  motives  for  kindnefs ; 
there  w^ere  among  us  men  fo  vain  as  to 
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believe,  that  notwithftanding  the  repa- 
ration between  us,  the  different  duties 
we  now  maintained,  the  prejudices  of 
political  zeal,  and  the  animofity  of  civil 
war— yet  ftill  the  confli6lover,  it  might 
be  remembered  we  once  were  brothers, 
and  the  more  efpecially,  as  it  was  im- 
poflible,  by  the  convention  pf  Saratoga, 
that  the  generality  of  us  fhould  ever  op- 
pofe  America  in  arms  again. 
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"  We  were  led  into  thefe  delufive  hopes 
by  the  veiy  honorable  treatment  fliewn 
us  by  General  Gates,  by  that  we  re- 
ceived from  you,  Mr,  Prefident, — (who 
was  a  Brigadier  General  Glover)  when 
you  conduced  us  upon  the  march,  and 
by  that  we  afterwards  found  from  the 
wbrthy  member  of  the  Court  near  you, 
(a  Colonel  Lee)  who  had  the  imme- 
diate command  in  this  diftri6t  upon  our 
arrival,    and  to   whom,  mofl  happily 
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f*  for  US,    the   command  ig  now  again 
**  devolved.* 
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**  The  firft  fymptoin  we  difcovered  of 
any  uacandid  deiign,  was  the  mode 
eftablilhed  for  corre6ting  errors  and  dif- 
turb^nces  in  the  troops  of  convention  j 
men  were  taken  up,  imprifoned  and 
otherwife  punched  by  the  American 
troops,  without  any  prior  reference  to 
their  own  officers.  I  very  well  know  with 
how  much  flight  and  feyere  derifion  my 
fentiments  have  been  treated  on  this 
fubjeft,  but  I  ftill  infift,  that  after  tak- 
ing up  men  for  faults,  to  have  applied 
to  the  officers  of  the  coi^ventipn  troops, 
in  the  firft  inftance,  fof  their  punifh*- 
mpnt,  yvould  have  been  confpnant  to 
every  principle  of  decorum  and  good 
policy,  not  meaning  to  deny,  that  upon 
any  proof  of  partiality  of  connivance, 
or  undue  lenity,  it  then  became  a  pro- 
per and  indifpenfibje  duty  of  General 

"  Heath, 
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*«  He^th,  to  take  the  diftribution  of  juftice 
*'  into  his  own  hands." 
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*'  The  contrary  maxim  having  been 
eflabUlhed,  let  us  examine,  in  point  of 
time,  though  the  laft  in  the  proceed- 
ings, that  bujTjft  of  independency,  fcur- 
rility  and  impiety,  from  Colonel  Henley 
to  the .  Quarter-mafter  Serjeants  at  the 
Adjutant-GeneraVs  Office.  It  is  not 
without  difficulty  I  can  frame  my 
mouth  to  read  the  words  ^  as  they  were  < 
delivered  upon  oath,  by  that  very  re- 
fpe£lable  witnefs,  Serjeant  Fleming, — 
Tou  rafcals,  &c.  Tit  make  damnation  fly 
out  of  yoUi  and  I  will  myfelf  om  of  thefe 
nights  go  the ,  rounds,  and  if  I  hear  the 
leaft  word  or  noife  in  your  barracks.  Til 
pour  Jhot  ammgft  you,  and  make  flames  of 
Hell  jump  out  of  ye,  and  turn  your  har^ 
racks  infide  out'' 
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**  The  Court  will  remember,  that  when 
"  this  evidence  was  given,  it  rather  exr 
*'  cited  laughter  in  fome  part  of  the  aur 
*'  dience,  than  any  ferious  condemnation  ^ 
"  this  day  it  feems  to  pake  a  very  dif- 
^*  ferent  impreflionrr— the  minds  of  all 
*•  around  follo\y  me  while  I  contend,  tl^at 
**  expreflions  fo  wild,  fp  unfit,  fo  unpre- 
"  cedented,  from  the  mouth  of  a  Gentle- 
^*  man,  argue  the  moft  horrid  paffions 
^'  boiling  in  the  breaft- — —the  very  entbu- 

^*  fiafm  of  rage  and  malice. 1  defy  apy 

*'  man  to  divell  himfelf  of  that  idea  j  it 
**  will  attend  the  mind  through  the  whole 
*'  courfe  of  the  proceedings,  and  c^  a 
f  ^  fhocking  glare  over  every  fubfequept 
•'  ti'anfadlion,  of  fore-thought  intention, 
f'  and  bloody  refolutipn." 


ill! 
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f*  It  is  very  material  to  obferve,  that 
?*  this  demonftration  of  Colonel  Henley's 
f  mind  was  on  or  about  the  i6th  of 
?'  Dejcember,  and  it  was  no  longer  thar^ 
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M  till  the  19th,  before  he  confirmed  by 
**an  oveit-a6l,  the  principles  he  had 
^' profeffed/' 

"  The  ftabbing  of  Corporal  Reeves,  is 
^*  proved  by  the  evidence  of  Corporal 
^'  Buchanan,  Alexander  Thomfon,  and 
^' Robert  Steel. 


^*  I  fliaU  quote  indifcriminately  from 
the  teftimony  of  thefe  witnelFes,  becaufe- 
though  one  may  recolle6l  a  few  Ihort 
pafTages  or  words  more  than  another^ 
there  is  not  a  fhadow  of  contradidtion, 
and  I  am  confident,  there  never  was  aa 
inftance  whi^re  truth  was  laid  before 
a  Court  by  united  evidence,  more  per- 
fpicuoufly." 


ft 


"  It  has  been  fworn,  "  I'hat  on  the  morn- 
^*  ing  of  the  i()th  of  December y  Colonel 
"  Henley  went  to  the  barracksy  on  FrofpeSi 
**  Hilly  to  rclcafe  fome  Britijh  foldiersy  who 

were 
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*•  'iaere  pri finer s  j  that  handing  paraded  them y 
**  he  read  ever  their  crinieSy  and  coming  to 
*^  ReeveSy  told  him  he  was  confined  for  in^ 
^^fulting  a  Provincial  Officer,  Reeves  made 
**  dnfwery  he  was  firry  for  it ;  that  he  was 
**  in  liquor y  and  would  not  have  aSled  fi, 
**  had  he  Itnown  him  id  have  been  an  Officer,'* 


**  I  paufe  here  to  apply  to  the  feelings 
•*  of  the  Court,  whether  a  more  decent, 
•'proper  and  fatisfadory  excufe  could 
**"&aVe'  been  cbnceived — what  did  it  draw 

*«'from  tlie  Coloiiel? "  Had  it  been  me 

*^'you  fervid fiy  T  would  have  run  you  through 
*'  the  bodyy  you  rafcaV^  Continue  the  cpm- 
parifon  between  the  language  of  the  Co- 
lonel and  the  Corporal :: "  Sivy  lam  no 

*'  rafcaly  but  a  good  fildiery  and  my  officers 
**  know  it  3  and  I  hope  fion  to  be  with  General 
^*  HmCy  and  fight  for  my  King  and  country.^* 
What  did  this  produce  from  the  Colonel  ? 
•'  Damn  your  King  and  Countryy  and  an 
**  bnder  to  the  guard  to  i*un  hini  through 

^'the 
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the  body-— not  a  hand  nor  a  heart  coUld 
hp  foi^nd  for  the  butchery.  Tli|e  Colonel, 
enraged  at  the  virtuous  difobedience  of 
Jiis  men,  leaps  from  his  horfe,.  feizes  a 
firelock  with  a  fixed  bayonet,  and  ftrikes 
at  the  man*s  heart.  I  call  upon  the 
Gentlernan  of  a  learned  profeflion  near 
me,  to.  inform  the  Court,  when  he 
fums  up  the  evidence  at  the  dole  of  the 
trial,  whether  this  aft  would  not  con- 
conftitute  malice  propenfe  in  law.  'I 
mean,  that  admitting,  for  the  fake  of 
argument,  that  there  had  been  fuch 
provocation  given,  as  would  have  jufti- 
fied  a  man  having  an  offenfive -weapon 
to  make  ufe  of  it  inftantly,  which  would 
have  been  only  manflaughter,  whether 
the  intermediate  a6l  of  difmounttng  a 
horfe,  and  taking  a  firelock  from  the 
other,  implying  time  for  recolleftion, 
would  not  have  conftituted  the  a6t  of 
wilful  murder,  had  the  man  died.  Con- 
fider  now,  Gentlemen,  what  followed: 

*'  the 
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**  the  brave  Corporal,  in  the  inftant  e'x- 
**  pedlation  that  his  words  would  coft 
•'  him  his  life,  perfevered,  "  I  dorit  care^  1 
*'  will  Jl and  by  my  King  and  my  Country  till 
**  /  die  r  The  action  would  have  charm- 
**  ed  a  brave  man  5  it  would  have  been  a 
*♦  fpell  upon  his  arm,  and  kept  the  ftroke  ' 
*'  fufpended  beyond  the  power  of  witch- 
**  craft— what  effect  had  it  upon  the  Co- 
**  lonel  ?  To  provoke  a  fecond  ftab,  which 
*'  was  only  diverted  by  the  intervention  of 
*'  the  man  next  him,  who  caught  hold  of 
the  bayonet  and  thfew  it  up." 
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Gentlemen,  when  I  fay  the  perfcver^ 
ance  of  the  Corporal  ought  rather  to 
have  pleafed  tl;ian  prpvoked,  I  fpeak 
not  vaguely  or  romantically — .-I  fed 
confcious  proof  of  the  truth,  and  when  ' 
I  confider  the  a6tions  of  a  Wafhing- 
ton — when  I  meet  in  the  field  a  Gates, 
an  Arnold,  a  General  Glover,  and  fee 
them  bravely  facing  death,  in  fuppprt 
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"  crim 
*'  as  a 
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"  qf  their  principles — though  I  would 
*'  fhed  my  laft  blood  upon  a  different  con- 
"  vi6lion,  I  cannot  withhold  from  the 
**  enemy  the  refpe6l  due  to  the  foldie^r, 
•*  and  the  immediate  conflift  over,  he 
'*  robs  me  of  my  anger,  and  feizes  my 
"goodwill. 
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"  Gentlemen,  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  examination  upon  this  fa6t,  many 
queflions  have  been  afked  by  the  pri- 
foner,  by  the  Judge  Advocate,  and  by 
the  Court,  refpefting  the  appearance  of 
the  prifoner's  temper.  Was  he  not  in 
a  mild  mood? — Did  he  not  feem  good 

humored  ?--. — Mild    murder Good 

humored   murder are   phrafes,    I 

fancy,  will  not  convey  any  clear  mean- 
ing, till  men  change  their  ideas  of  that 
crime  !  We  hear,  it  is  true,  fometimes, 
as  a  fort  of  proverb,  to  mark  the  utmofl 
maUgnity  and  treachery  of  a  man  fmil- 
ing  in  your  face  while  he  cuts  ypur 

•*  throat; 
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"throat;  but,  I  believe,  fuch  fmiles  were 
**  never  produced  as  cxcufes  or  ejitfenba* 
**  tion  of  guilt.  Thefe  queftionfej  *ih&fp^ 
*•  fcire,  as  I  conceive,  can  have  tio  tcn- 
**  dency  but  to  infmuatc,  *that  Colbnd 
"  Hfenley-fr  paffiori  was  entirely 'faifcfl  '"By 
**  the  immediate  provocation  he  fecdiviedi 
"  1  am  ready  to  join  ifliie  upon  this  argu- 
*'  nlent,  arid  if  the  gentlemen  will  reft  his 
«*  caufe  upon  it,  I  vvill  relinquiih  the 
*•  proof  -eftabliflied  of  Rbeves's  decency 
••  arid  confiflency,  and  give  him  lartitti^e 
•'  for  all  the  provocation  he  c^n  fuppoi^, 
flibrt  of  pefribnal  afTaiilt,  and  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  felf-defence,  which!  am  fore 
will  not  ber  pretendeo^ --tranfpbfii  If  h6 
"  pleafes,  the  time  when  ReeVes4?  prov- 
**  ed  to  have  t^ked  about  Rihg^'H^coCk, 
*•  and  bring' it  back  to  the  inftati^  Where 
•'  it  was  attempted  to  be  introduced  as'^a  ' 
*•  fubftaritial  matter  bf  provocation.  He 
**  ihall  add  infblene^  6f  gefture  to  atufive 
•*  terftife,    and  under  ^11   thefe  fiftitioiia 

,     **  circumftances. 
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**  circumftances,  I  will  take  the  j  idgnacnt 
"  of  the  Court,  whether  Colonel  Henley, 
*^  HKTith  full  powers  to  imprifon,  and  to 
'*  punifh  by  regular,  decent,  legal  proceed^- 
«*  ing,  has  a  ihadow  of  juftification  for 
**  making  himfelf,  in  his  own  perfon, 
"  party,  judge  and  executioner/  De- 
ferring the  conclufion  till  another  oppor- 
tunity, and  willing  to  embrace  the  very 
favorable  pne  that  occurs.    I  remain 
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Cambridge,  in  Kcm  England, 

March  Cih  1778.  \ 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

'  r 

TXTITHOUT  any  preface,    I    (hall 
*  ^     proceed    to    finifh  the   General's 
addrefs,  as  if  no  delay  had  intervened. 

*'  From  the  1 9th  of  December,  the  hands 
*'  of  Colonel  Henley  were  imbrued  in 
**  blood,  till  the  5th  of  January  j  but  it 
evidently  appears  upon  your  proceed- 
ings, that  the  influence  of  his  example, 
•*  and  the  encouragement  of  his  precepts, 
*'  failed   not    to  operate.     As    the    firflr 

*'  proof 


C( 


cc 


(( 


TliltOUGH    AMEKICAJ  Itg 

*'  proof  of  it,  I  rcqueft  the  attentidn  of 
•'  the  Court  to  the  teftimony  of  Cblonel 
*^  Lind,'  conceriiiilg  the  pdfition  of  the 
"  ccntry,  which  was  fiich  as  tnuft  necefla- 
•'  rily  affedt  every  paflTeiiger  upon  the 
•*  public  roadi  whdnfcvct  he  fired  -,  and 
"  at  the  fame  timd  with  a  feadinefs  to  do 
*^  mifchidf,  fo  hi^rked,  that  he  took  w6<t> 
*^  men  iot  his  objefls,  and  would  not 
"  give  them  time  to  turh  touhd,  *  he  bad 
*  orders  fo  to  do*  Lfet  the  behaviour  of  the 
"  iie:tt  eentry,  to  whom  Colonel  Lihd 
*•  applied,  concerning  the  lingentlemah- 
"  like  behaviour  of  the  officer,  with  his 
**  confirmation  of  the  whole  proceeding, 
"  being  ACCORDING  f  o  ORDER,  be  com-* 
**  bined  and  compared,  and  it  muft  uni- 
"  verfally  flrike  common  fenfe,  that  thefe 
••  werie  fev^ral  parts  of  one  determined 
"  plan  to  diffUfe  the  feeds  of  difcord  and 
*'  fury,  in  order  afterwards  to  countenance 
"  a  general  havock. 
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"  But,  it  may  be  faid,  the  orders  under 
**  which  the  continental  troops  afted, 
*'  were  not  thofe  of  Colonel  Henley,  but 
"of  a  Tuperior.  Will  tl^at  be  pleaded? 
*'  Was  the  pofition  of  thq  gentries  to  kill 
**  or  wound  three  or  foui:  paffengers  at  a 
*'  lhQt,.the  firing  upon  women,  the  refufal 
of  rpdrf  fs  to  Colonel  Lind,  with  all  tlie 
ind^^ent  manner  ajid  language  atteijd- 
**  ing-.-;will  thefe  circumftances  he  ^1-. 
"  ledged  to  have  pr<jceeded  from  fuperibr, 
**  orders  f-r-lt  fo,  the  excufe,  iiideed,.  he-. 
**  comes  more  alarming  to  us.  It  is  not 
**  my  part,  at  this  time,  to. drop  a  confider- 
*'  ation  that  would  lead  far  on  that  ful.- 
'•^jeffjl  (iia'll  only  remark,  how  little  the 
**  excui'e  would  benefit  Colonel  Hen- 
**  ley,  who  would  flill  remajn  a  cruel  ae:ent 
"'of-r-(I  w:iil  ufe  no  improper  terms)  I 
"  will  only  fay,  a  cruel  agent  of  too  hafly , 
"  principles, 

"  Colonel 
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"  Colonel  Henley  has  afked,  whether 
complaints  were  made  to  him  of  the 
tranfa6Vions  of  the  2 2d;  I  believe  there 
were  not — ^but  I  dare  fay 'he  will  recol- 
left  the  reafon— other  grievances  of  the 
mofl:  atrocious  nature^  abufe  of  officers, 
and  afiaults  upon  their  lives,  were  pre- 
paring to  be  laid  before  General  Heath : 
they  were  in  number,  and  in  time,  to 
have  filled  up  a  much  longer  interval 
than  between  the  19th  of  December 
and  the  8th  of  January,  and  not  brought 
before  this  Court,  becaufe  I  underftood 
it  to  be  the  intention  of  General  Heath 
they  fhould  be  feparately  enquired  into. 
Enough  has  appeared  to  Ihew  how  the 
fyjftem  of  perfecution  was  preferved,  and 
I  come  now  to  the  tranfa6lion  of  the 
8th  of  January. 


"  Upon  a  general  view  of  that  black 

*•  day,  I  am  at  a  lofs  where  firft  to  carry 

"  your  obfervation — the  field  was  exten- 

•  K  2  five, 
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five,  the  fcenes  feparate  and  fucccffivc, 
but  evidently  guided  by  one  uniform  dc- 
lign. — ^In  one  place,  a  party  on  the 
march  are  flabbing  and  knocking  out 
the  brains  of  innocent  fpe6lators— at 
another,  men,  under  pretence  of  a  pri- 
foner*s  efcape,  are  glutting  the  fame 
bloody  purpofes  upon  men  not  pretend- 
ed to  be  concerned — in  a  third.  Colonel 
Henley,  in  perfon  (the  Britilh  ofHr^rs  at 
the  fame  time  being  denied  admittance, 
as  appears  by  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant 
Bibby)  is  running  men  through  the 
body  with  his  fword. 


"  The  firft  of  thefe  complicated  horrors, 
"  in  point  of  tmie,  was  the  attack  firft 
"  with  the  bayonet,  and  afterwards  with 
"  the  butt  end  of  the  firelock.  I  will 
**  read  the  evidence,  without  a  comment" 
(which  was  the  evidence  of  Major  Forfter 
of  the  twenty-firft  regiment,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Smith  of  the  Artillery,    who  de- 

pofed. 
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pofed,  that  they  were  within  thirty  yard$, 
that  they  neither  heard  or  faw  any  provo- 
cation or  infult  offered,  but  were  count- 
ing the  files  of  the  guard ;  that  when  the 
rear  came  near  the  Britilh  Guard-room, 
they  obferved  a  fcuffle,  and  the  guard  paffed 
on  ;  upon  their  going  over,  found  Trud- 
get  had  been  wounded,  and  the  blood  " 
running  down  his  face ;  they  ordered  the 
men  to  difperfe,  which  they  did  imme- 
diately ',  that  there  was  a  free  paflage  for 
the  Continental  troops,  and  not  the  leail 
difpute  upon  that  fubje6l.  "  I  have  only 
**  now  to  remark,  it  is  rather  a  prepof- 
**  feffion  in  favor  of  the  Continental 
"  troops,  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  malici- 
"  0U3  treatment  could  proceed  from  a 
general  fentiment  5  no  body  of  people 
are  fo  barbarous,  unlefs  ini^igated,  and 
"  now  is  the  time  to  call  upon  the  learned 
"  Gentleman  near  me,  for  another  duty 
**  of  his  office,  to  expound  to  the  Court 
t*  ^hc  principles  gf  law,  refpefting  acccf-' 
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"  fanes  and  accomplices,  and  to  fay  whe- 
"  thcr  a  man,  by  order,  advice,  example, 
"  or  any  other  encouragement,  influencing 
"  another  to  do  a  mifchievous  a(5l,  is  not 
*^  particeps  crimim'sy  at  an  hundred  miles 
"  diftance,  as  much  as  if  prefent  on  the 

r%ot.  *^ 
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"The  ftabbing  of  Wilfon  follows  in 
**  courfe  of  the  evidence."  (he  was  wound- 
ed in  the  fide  by  a  Provincial  foldier,  whilft 
he  was  parrying  off  the  bayonet  that 
another  was  pulhing  at  him)  "  and  it 
"  appears,  as  little  comment  is  neceffary 
"  upon  this,  as  upon  the  former  adion, 
"  further  than  to  remark,  that  in  this 
"  cafe.  Colonel  Henley  is  found  to  be  ac- 
**  ceffary,  not  upon  circumftantial,  pre- 
fumptive  and  argumentative,  ^but  up- 
on pofitive  proof,  for  it  is  fworn  the 
•*  a6Vion  was  done  in  his  fight;  that  he 
"  made  no  attempt  to  prevent  it,  slaA 
*^  though  it  be  alledged,   and-  even  ad- 

"  mitted. 


C( 


«c 


*^  mittecl,  that-  fie  w^s'  at  tod  gfeil  d  dif- 
J^*  tancei  yet  his  giviiig  no  reprimand  nor 
"  check  to  the  foldiers,  upon  feeing  the 
^  a6l:  c^immitted,  carries  as  difeft  a  con- 
"  vi6lion  of  approbation  and^  ehcourage- 
"  ment,  as  if  he  had  given'  open  ap- 
"plaliie.  ^^>  iUvi:^x>     ')  ,J  t^rr;.  .    ' 

lir/f  B^^lirr-  /i.m  ffi^rn   r;   ?n/h  0^751  nc^    ' 

,Y'M:;Tbc  laft  article  to  mark  tbe  thirft  of 
blood,  is  the  ftslbbing  Corporal' Hadky, 
and  following  Winks  with  threats  of  the 
fame  fate.— It  would  be  fupei:fln<itis  to 
expatiate  upon  ;  the  iirength  bf  th6 
proofs,  the  conciarrence  of  wimeftes, 
that  there  was  no  provocaiabri  -to  this 
deliberation  and^  -  vtantonnefe  6f  bar- 
barity. The  intention  is  fa  cle^i*,  in 
my  opinion^  againil  the  ppokibility  of 
doubt,  that  I  ihould  not  touth  a  mo- 
ment Upon  it,  wei?e it  >not  thict :» verj^ 
grave  applicatibh^  t^as  made  ^'  tO'  ^  th6 
Gourt^  by  the  moft  refpe^tafcle' autho- 
rity ia  it,  to  ccnfider  of  the  nature  of 
K  4  **  wounds, 
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wpunds,  as  matters  of  the  greateft  in!*T 
pprt^iice— an(l  queftjon  upon  queftion 
was  put  to  ^he  Surgeon,  in  every  cafe, 
to  fin4  whether  th^y  were  dangerous  or 
not.— Is  it  ppffible  that  any  Gentlenfian 
can  mean  ^o  me^ure  the  degree  of  the 
crime  by  the  depth  of  the  wound,  and 
to  argue  that  a  man  may  thruft  a  wea- 
pon into  another's  breaft  with  impunity, 
provided  he  does  not  touch  a  mortal 
part  I  If  this  do6irine  holds  good,  you, 
ought  to  eflablilh  fchools  of  anatomy 
for  the  education  pf  young  officers ;  the 
fcience  of  ;di(re6tiQn  fhould  be  added  to 
the  Ikill  of  the  fencingrmafter,  to  train 
the  pupUt;  tp  that  nicety  of  touch,  that 
can  feel  tp  a  hair's-breadth  between 
death  and  life ;  a  fort  of  fiddleftick  dex:- 
terity>  that  can  run  diviiions  upon  veins 
and  arteries,  and  ftop  fhprt  in  time  and 
tune  to  the  thpufandth  part  of  a  fecond. 
Really,  Gentlemen,  I  am  not  willingly 
ludicrous  upon .  this  fubje6l,  -  but  it:,  is 

-.  -.      "  impofTible 
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impoflible  to  treat  fuch  an  argument 

gravely. 1  difmifs  it  to  my  learned 

neighbour,  with  one  more  injunction  to 
fliew  the  Court,  in  law,  that  where  a 
man  paffes  a  fword  with  violence  at 
another's  bread,  whether  the  wound  is 
a  mere  punfture,  or  goes  to  the  hilt,  the 

intentional  guilt  is  the  fame. 1  have 

only  one  matter  further  to  obferve,  upon 

the  crofs-queftioning  of  the  witnelles; 
it  has  perhaps  been  wifhed  to  inlinuate, 
that  at  the  time  of  thefe  violent  proceed* 
ings,  there  was  caufe  of  appreheniion 
the  armed  troops  might  be  furroundcd 
and  overcome;  the  troops  themftlves 
will  hardly  thank  their  friends  for  that 
idea  !—What,  fhall  it  be  alledged  that 
the  militia  of  America,  who,  animated 
by  their  caufe,  have  been  felf  taught  the 
ufe  of  arms;  that  body,  where  every 
man  is  fuppofed  himfelf  to  be  an  hoft — 
fhall  fuch  foldiers  be  apprehenfive  of 
danger,  from  half  their  number  of  un- 

"  armed 
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**  ai'med,  mercenary,  miniftenal  (laves,  fol: 
**  luch  I  know  they  think  us  ! — No,  Gcn- 
*'  tlcmen,  I  rejefb  with  you  fo: injurious  a 
**  fuppofition  J  I  give  credit  to  the  fpirit 
"  and  force  of  your  militia  j-^I^o  it  fed- 
"  oufly  and  upon  experience,  and  it  \s 
**  upon  that  credit  I  found  this  propofi- 
**  tioHj  that  it  being  impoffible  the  officers 
*•  and  foldiiers  fhould  be  induced  to  ads 
**  of  violence,  by  any  apprehettfion  of 
"  refiftance,  it  follows,  by  the  f^ireft  de- 
"  duftion,  that  either  there  was  m6re  pre- 
•*  ralent  malignity  than  ever- appeared  be- 
**  fore  in  the  human  heart,  of  that  the 
**  whole  proceeded  from  dire6lioni  order^^ 
♦*  and  a  fyftematical  plan. 


.•^ii^H     11 


"  Little  more,  I  imagine,  need  be  remark- 
**  ed,  to  apply  the  evidence  to  the  feveral 
"  diftinft  terms  I  have  ufed  inithe  charge.* 
"  That  the  whole  terlor  of  Colbnel  Hen- 
ky's 'tondu6^  v^as  heinoufly  criminal,  as 
in  Officer,  will  hardly  be  difputed,  in  a 

"  country 
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*'  country  where  th«  principles  of  liberty 
**  have  been  fo  deeply  fludied.  An  army 
**  is  not  to  be  borne  in  a  free  State,  but 
**  lipon  the  principle  of  defence  againft  an 
•'  outward  enemy,  or  the  prote6lion  of  the 

"  laws The  officer  who  makes  himfelf 

"  the  Arbiter  of  the  Law,  is  guilty  of  the 
moft  Ihameful  perverfion  of  moral  duty, 
aild>hisimpur?ity  would  fcarcely  be 
••  thiought  a  veiy  comfortable  prefage  of 
•*  the  growing  liberties  of  his  coUiltry. 

"  I  have  alfo  faid,  the  Colonel's  beha- 
**  viour  was  unbecoming  a  man. — I  will 
^*  not  trifle  with  the  time  or  underflanding 
**  of  the  Court,  to  enter  into  definitions 
**  irpbn  this  term,  nor  will  I  fhock  the 
*♦  ears  of  Officers,  nor  even  of  the  unfor- 
"  tunate  perfon  under  trial,  with  fo  grofs  a 
•*  teiiii  as  the  world  in  general  apply  to 
**  the  a6t  of  airaUltifig  a  woman,  a  prieft, 
^  or  unarmed  man,  for  they  are  allexa6lly 
**  xnr'4he  fame  predicament.  The  fivdrd 
V-^"  **  "drawn 


>s 


140 


INTERIOR    TRAVELS 


I 


«<  drawn  for  fuch  a  purpofe  is  no  longer 
**  the  badge  and  diftinftion  of  a  g^ntlo- 
**  man ;  it  is  degraded  with  the  imple- 
*\  ments  of  the  afTaffin  and  hangman,  and 
*^  contracts  a  flain  that  can  never  be  wiped 
*•  away. 

I  cannot  help  remarking  to  you,  for 
I  was  in  Court  that  day,  at  the  cpn- 
clufion  of  this  laft  fentence,  the  Colonel 
changed  color,  and  appeared  burfting 
with  rage  j  but  to  proceed — — 

"  Gentlemen,"  fays  the  General,*^***  I 
**  have  now  gone  through  thP  material 
**  parts  of  the  proceedings  j  whether  the 
**  offences  arc  refolved  into  vindiftive 
*'  refentment,  or  more  deep  defign,  or 
"  both,  it  muft  flill  appear  wonderful 
**  that  a  general  maffacre  did  not  enfue—^ 
**  By  the  patience  and  the  difcipline  of 
**  the  Britifli  foldiers,  thofe  horrors  have 
•*  be«i  avoided  j  but  whatever  the  efcape 

"  may 
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may  have  been  upon  our  part,  it  is 
tenfold  more  material  on  yours.  Wc 
might,  perhaps^  for  the  ftruggles  of  the 

defperate  are  hard but,  perhaps^  wc 

might  have  been  facrificed  to  the  laft 
man — we  fhould  thus  have  paid  a  fol- 
dier's  debt,  which  we  have  often  rifqued ; 
our  fall  would  have  been  revenged,  and 
our  memories  attended  with  pity  and 

honor. But  for  America,  the  tranf- 

a6lions  would  have  remained  a  foul  and 
indelible  blot  in  the  firft  page  of  her 
New  Hiftory,  nor  would  any  feries  of 
difavowal  and  penitence,  nor  ages  of 
re6litudc  in  government,  purity  in  man- 
ners, inflexible  faith,  or  the  whole  ca- 
talogue of  public  virtues,  have  redeem^ 
ed  her  in  the  opinion  of  mankind." 


■'ii 


Here  the  Court  was  ftruck  with  much 
awe,  and  feemed  to  be  imprefTed  with  a 
refolve  to  a6l  impartially -but  to  re- 
turn to  the  General's  fpeech 

"Now, 
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*•  Now,  Gentlemen,  confidcr  the  word? 
of  the  order  under  which  you  fit — re- 
form the  opinion  of  the  Court  of  En- 
quiry, and  fay,  whether  it  is  the  honor 
of  Colonel  Henley,  or  the  honor  of 
America,  by  which  your  minds  ought 
to  be  imprefled,  when  they  proceed  to 
judgment  in  this  caufe.  I  clofe  with 
that  confideration,  as  far  as  I  can  im- 
imprefs  it  upon  your  breafls — I  truft 
they  are  replete  and  pregnant  with  juf- 
tice,  honor,  and  duty  to  your  profef- 
fion  ;  and  above  all,  with  that  glorious 
whig  principle,  the  words  of  which  are 
become  almoft  a  general  motto  in  this 
country,  and  the  genuine  fubftantial 
pra6tice  of  which  I  (hall  ever  revere  in 
any  country,  a  due  fenfe  of  the  geiieral 
rights  ofmankindy  I  truft  you  have  all 
thefe  qualities,  and  in  that  perfuafion, 
I  cannot  doubt  what  will  be  the  ifTue 
of  the  caufe." 
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-  After  the  General  had  iiniflied,  the 
evidence  for  the  prifoner  was  adduced, 
which  went  fully  to  fubftantiate  the  evi- 
dence of  the  witncflcs  for  the  profecu- 
tioUi  makirtg  only  this  addition,  that 
Reeves,  &;c.  gave  great  provocation. — 
After  the  evidence  for  the  prifoner  was 
finifhed,  Colonel  Henley  read  a  paper, 
which  he  hadfign^d,,  attefted  by  the  Judge 
Advocate,  and  declined  faying  any  thing 
further  in  his  defence* 
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Mr,   Prefident  and  Ccntkmcn   of  the 
Court,  ' 

"  I  have  particular  reafons,  and  in  m^ 
own  apprehenfions  very  fufficient,  for 
declining  to  fay  a  fingle  word,  in  anfwer 
to  the  illiberal  abufe  thrown  upon  me, 
and  the  palpable  difhonor  done  to  my 
country,  by  General  Burgoyne,  in  this 

Court. It  is,    Mr.  Prefident,   a  new 

thing  under  tlie  Sun,  and,  taken  in  all 

*'  its 
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"  its  circumftances,  totally  withdut  ex- 
*'  ample 
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"  The  Judge  Advocate  will  fuitt  up  the 
evidence  with  ability  and  impartiality. 
Such  is  my  confcioufnefs  of  having  done 
nothing  through  this  whole  affair,  but 
what  the  honor  and  fafety  of  my  coun- 
try abfolutely  required,  that  I  fhall  reft 
entirely  fatisficd  with  your  decifion,  be- 
ing at  the  fame  time  fully  perfuaded^ 
that  the  impartial  public,  at  whofe  bar 
I  ftand,  will  join  with  you  in  acquitting 
me  from  all  the  injurious  and  illiberal 
charges  of  General  Burgoyne,  and  that 
they  will  vindicate  me  for  that  huma- 
nity, chara6leriftic  of  an  American 
Officer,  and  with  which  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  General .  Burgoyne's  army 
have  been  treated,  while  I  was  honor- 
ed with  the  command  of  the  Guards/* 

To 
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To  this  poor  defence,  which  the  Co- 
lonel and  the  Judge  Advocate  were  feve^ 
ral  days  in  framing,  with  a  review  of  the 
evidence  in  defence  of  the  prifoner,  the 
General  made  an  immediate  reply,  which 
I  muft  defer  to  my  next,  till  when,    I 


remain 


Yours,  &c. 
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Camhrldgei  in  Neiv  England, 
March  \2th,  J^/S. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

NO  doubt,  long  before  you  receive 
this,  you  will  be  anxious  for  the 
GeneraFs  reply  to  tlie  invedlve  defence  of 
the  Colonel. — I  therefore  take  up  my  pen, 
and  only  wifh  this  had  not  to  crofs  the 
Atlantic  to  eafe  your  anxiety. 

**  Mr.  Freftdmty  and  Gentlemen  of  the 

"  Courtr 
"  On  the  day  of  your  lart:  adjournment, 
"  the  Judge  Advocate  notified  to  me,  that 

"  the 
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*  the  Court  had  agreed  I  fhould'  reply  to 
«  Colonel  Henley's  defence,   but  had  di- 

*  reeled  that  the  reply  fhould  be  made 
'  immediately  after   the  Colonel  clofed: 

*  He  added,  that  all  interefted  are  to  at- 

*  tend  and  come  prepared* 


*'  I  did  not  judge,  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  Court  have  treated  me  hither- 
to, that  in  any  inftance  they  meant  me 
uncandidly*  1  therefore  fuppofe,  that 
when  they  made  it  a  point  I  fhould 
come  prepared  to  anfwer,  off  hand,  ar- 
guments which  might  have  been  a 
month  in  framing,  they  faW  the  evi- 
dence before  them  in  fo  Arong  a  view^ 
that  no  argument,  on  my  part,  could 
be  necefTary — -Did  I  \vant  further  con- 
fidence in  this  opinion,  I  could  not  fail 
of  deriving  it  in  a  moft  ample  degree, 
from  the  conduft  of  the  prifoner,  who 
has  been  juft  now  conftrained,  by  his 
fituation,  to  fubftitute  inve6live  for  ar- 
L  2  **  giiment, 
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**  gument,  and  to  recriminate,  where  it 
"  was  impoflible  to  defend.  Under  the 
*'  fandion  of  the  Court,  and  the  circum- 
•'  ftances  of  the  time,  tliis  candid  Gcntle- 
**  man  has  ventured  to  make  ufc  of  terms 
**  to  which  my  ears  have  not  been  accuf- 
"  to»Tied ;  but  he  is  miftakcn  if  he  thinks 
"  to  draw  frbm  me  an  intemperate  reply ; 
**  on  the  contraiy,  as  cpndu6tor  of  this 
"  profecution,  Il;ifaye  rather  to  thank  him 
**  for  his  aflijftancQ.  After  having  fumifh- 
"  ed  me,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  what 
"  is  called  his  defence,  with  evidence  to 
"  corroborate  the  fa6ls  alledged  againft 
•'•  Jiim,  he  at  laft  fleps  forth  a  volunteer 
*•  witnefs.  (the  moft  undeniable  one  furc 
"  that  ever  came  before  a  Coiirt)  to  prove 
**  the  heat  of  his  own  temper,  which  is  of 
**  itfelf  a  material  part  of  his  accufation; 
*'  This  remark  is  tlxe  only  return  I  fhall 
*•  at  prefent  addrefs  to  the  prifoner,  for 
*'  the  expreffions  he  has  ufed  j  but  I  can- 
"  not  quit  the  fubje6t,   without  ferioufly 

**  appealing. 
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•*  appeaUng  to  the  recoUedion  of  the 
"  Court,  whether,  from  the  outfct,  I  did 
*«  not,  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms,  difavow 
♦*  all  perfbnal  refenthieht,  arid  Whether 
the  ftrongeft  larigiiage  which  ihc  coUrfe 
of  my  duty,  as  profecutor,  led  me  to 
"  ufe,  did  not  invariably  arife  from  the 
"  fa6ts,  and  apply  to  the  offence  more 
«*  than  to  the  offender.  I  make  the  fame 
*'  appeal  agsdnft  the  accufation  of  "  hav-^ 
"  ing  done  fdlpdhle  dijhonor  to  the  ciimtry 
**  in  this  Court"  Is  it  to  do  palpatfe  dfif- 
"  honor  to  a  country  to  appeal  to  the 
"  jufHce  of  it  ? — -It  puzzles  my  intellfedls 
to  conceive  th^  mearting  of  this  lafi  ex- 
preflion;  but  ihdieed,  Sir,  I  waAlt  ho 
*'  other  vindication  than  your  frleiice,  to 
"  prove  that  I  Have  not  abufcd  the  lati- 
"  tude  I  poflefTed  in  either  cafe  5  fbf  Wbuld 
"  yotr,  Mr.  PrefuJeht,  or  any  nftmb^t"  bi 
"  the  Court,  hafve  fuffered  a  profecutoi:  to 
*'  infult  an  unhappy  man,  unJer  trial, 
<^with  illiberal  abufe?    Still  lefs  would 
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**  you  have  fufFered  the  country  ^ob« 
**  treated  opprobioufty.  .  It  is  fpr  Colonel 
^*  Henlpy  to  reconcile  with  hi?  r^fpeft  to 
"the^oiirt,  charges,  which  if  foundedj 
,"  ^vrouldbe  a:ge;iefal,r|Bftedion  upon  theif 
f\  cpn4i;6i:. 


mori 


.  ^'  I  underAand  great  ei^pedlatipn  has 
^'  been-  raifed  of  a  very  elaborate  defence 
*'  on  the  part  of  Colonel:  Henley,  and  ac- 
t*  knowledge  I  myfelf  little  thpught  he 
*/  :yvrould  liirow  up  his  caufe  quite  (o  con^ 
*''fel|edly,  though  I  was  always  fure,  that 
**. ^either  ingenuity  nor Xophiftry, .  lior  all 
*'  the  talents  which  the  ableft  counfel 
*'  coujd  affift  him  \y^ith,  would  be  fuffi- 
^'  cientto  efFecb  the  great  leading  propofi- 
*'  \\qn  upon  which  r  I  gf oun4  myfelf,  as 
*f  upon  an  immoveabl?  rock,  viz.  that  the 
*f  proofs  on  the  part^of ,. the  profecution 
*J  do  nptronly  remain  uninipeached,  but 
f  are  aiigjijaented  i^nd  enforced  in  th^  ipoft' 
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^'  matei'ial  parts,  by  the  evidence  produced 
**  in  the  defence. 
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Gentlemen,  a  very  few  obfervations 
**  will  fuffice  to  juftify  this  aflertiori. 

"  The  firft  part  of  the  charge  which  the 
**  prifoner  brings  et^idence  to  bppofe,  is 
**  that  coneerning  Gofwral  Reeves,  on  the 
^'  19th  of  December,  and<th«  firft  evidence 
is  Majbr  Sweafey,  an  officer  of  rank  and 
truft  in  your  army,  warm  in  the  pre- 
**  fent' unhappy  conteft,  and-  natui-ally 
•' im-preflM  with  inclinations  to  favor  his 
*' countryman,  his -brother,  officer  and 
"friend.  Yet,  with  all  thefe  circum- 
**  fiances  to  bias  '(fbch  is  the  force  of 
"  truth  and  honor  upon  that  gentleman's 
*'  mind)  he  proves  to  be  the  flrongefls  wit- 
"  nefs  of  the  whofe  trial,  on  thefide  of 
*•  the  profecution. 
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"  The  bcguinii^  of  this  Gentleman's 
*^  relation  is  a  confirmatign  of  all  the  lead- 
**  ing  circumftances  mentioned  by  the 
**  other  witneflfe.  The  firft  new  matter 
"  of  evidence  i3.»  that  when  he,  the  Major, 
<'  told  Reeves  he  was  a  rafcal,  the  Corporal 
**  made  4  reply  to  him  (not  to  Colon'^l 
**  Henley)  he  was  no  mpre  a  rafcal  than 
"  he  was,  at  whioh  he  raifed  his  whip, 
**  and  told  him,,  if  he  did  not  hold  his 
*'  impertinence,  he  would  ftrike  him.-^ 
"  One  circumftance  of  thisi  paiTt  of  the 
*'  evidence  cannot  pafs  obfervation,  viz, 
^*  that  the  poor  Corporal  had  two  ag- 
**  greffors  to  anfwer  inftead  of  one.— The 
«wo£d,  and  the  menaces  attending  that 
woid  Rafcah  c^me  to  his  ears  on  both 
fides.  Another  circumflance  i^  equally 
"  obfecveablcanditftwidsuponyourpro- 
«  ceedings«  as  a  record  of  honor  to  Major 
"  Sweafey,  that  his  warmth  of  temper  was 
"  moved  at  the  recital  of  Reeves's  offence, 
"  to  give  a  fliarp  rebuke,  and  to  ufe  an 

"  opprobrious 
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•'  opprobrious  cxpreffion,  but  the  idea  of 
**  chaftifement  went  no  further  than  a 
**  llroke  with  a  riding-whip— Happy  had 
"  it  been  for  the  prifoner  had  he  followed 
J*  fo  temperate  an  example. 


"  The  Major's  rtan-ative  proceeds  in  re- 
fpeft  to  Colonel  Henley's  difmounting, 
catching  the  firelock  and  ftabbing 
Reeves,  in  conformity  to  all  the  wit- 
neffes  for  the  profecution,  except  that 
tlic  circumflance  of  ordering  one  of  the 
gu^d  to  run  the  Corporal  through  is 
omitted,  and  his  recolle6tion  being  called 
to  that  circumflance,  by  a  queflion  in 
the  crofs-examination,  he  replies,  "  He 
did  not  hear  him"  (but  with  a  candor 
and  tendemefs  to  his  oath,  which  never 
departs  from  him)  he  adds,  "JSr  might* 
have  given  fttch  an  order  and  I  not  hear  it, 

"  The  foregoing  evidence,    therefore, 
"  is  not  fhaken  by  any  contradidfion,  but 
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••  it  is  immediately  after  augmented  by  an 
**  entire  new  circumftance,  viz.  that  after 
the  firft  thruft,  upon  Reeves's  ftill  talk- 
ing to  Colonel  Henley,  he  ftcppcd  back, 
*•  and  made  a  motion  to  cock  the  firelock, 
*'  and  added,  he  would  blow  his  brains 
^*  oat,  or  words  to  £iat  efFe61:,  when  a 
."  Britifti  foldier  took  hold  of  the  firelock 
**  and  threw  it  up.  I  requeft  the  Court 
**  to  take  notice,  that  Major  Sweafey,  un- 
*•  called  upon  by  any  leading  queftion; 
:**  remembers  that  a6l  which  faved  Reeves 
^*  from  a  fecond  thruft,  accompanied  per- 
**  liaps  with  fire.  Can  any  doubt  be  now 
"  entertained  of  Colonel  Henley's  refolu- 
"  tion?  I  think  I  have  proof  they  were 
**  obvious  to  Major  Sweafey,  at  the  time, 
"  by  the  very  remarkable  part  of  the  evi- 
*'  dence,  "  I  then  got  off  my  borfe  (a  con- 
"  du6t  worthy  his  chara6ler,  exprclTive  of 
"  his  apprehenfions  and  his  humanity) 
"  and  begged  Colonel  Henley  to  fend  Reeves 

"  to  tbe  Guard-boufe" -The  other  peti- 

"  tioners 
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"  doners  joined  their  interceflion,  and  the 
"  man's  life  at  lad  was.  laved. 


"  It  may  perhaps  be  objected  to  this 
argument,  that  Major  Sweafey,  upon 
being  aiked,  in  the  crofs-examination, 
whether  he  thought  Colonel  Henley 
made  a  tluuft  with  an  intent  to  injure 
or  to  filencc  the  Corporal  -,  anfwers,  to 
filence  him;  for  if  he  had  puflied  his 
arm  forward,  he;  jvould  have  rui^i,  bim 
through.  jQ^-j   rr  mii.mi  '- 
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"  And  in  another  place  he  makes  ufe  of 
^he  words,  "  to  flill.him. 
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'f  I  fcorn  to  infinuate,  that  a  witnefs 
of  the  Major's  defcription  meant  to  keep 
a  falvo  upon  his  mind^and  purpofely  ta 
ufe  any  term  of  ambiguity.  I  upon  ipy 
honor  believe,  that  when  tlie.Majpr 
makes  ufe  of  the  words  to  filei>ce  pr  to> 
Hill,  he  me^ns  to  terrify  him  till  he  held 
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«•  kis  tongue  j  but  I  beg  leave  to  obfcrve, 
*'  that  great  difference  might  be  made  in 
**  the  Major's  opinion,  between  the  time 
*'  the  aft  was  committed,  and  the  time 
<•  hii  Tentiments  are  aiked  in  Gourt.— The 
«« converfation  with  Colonel  Henley,  the 
"  belief  of  his  dther  friends,  and  the  ain- 
**  dor  of  his  own  heart  now  perihaded 
**  hiitt,  that  the  Colonel'^  intents  were  in- 
"  noccnt.  His  own  interference  and  in- 
«'  terceflibn  m&ik  his  doubts,  at  leaft  at 
the  time,  and  did  they  not,  the  Court 
will  hold  themfelves  bound  to  ad  upon 
^'  their  own  opinion,  formed  upon  com- 
"  bination  and  comparifon  of  circttm- 
"  fiances,  and  not  upon  the  opinion  of 
**  another,  which^  is  no  evidence.  They 
will  alfo  rccolfcft,  that  this  opinion 
gbca  only  id  the  fit fl  fhib,  and  is  formed 
apon  it^  not  bcirig  forcible.  It  ddes 
^  itotapipear  that  the  Major  formed  any 
•*  o^kibn,  noi^  iildeed  could  he,  up6n 
**  yi4iat'  force  would  have  been  the  fecond 
^^-   '  J*ftah 
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(lab  of  a  man  rifing  in  a  paflion,  had 
it  not  been  prevented  by  feizing  the 
bayonet  and  his  intercelTion. 

**  It'  is  not  neceflary  to  trouble  the 
Court  with  a  review  of  any  other  parts 
of  this  upright  evidence,  which  is  long. 
The  anfwers  to  the  crofs  queftions  in 
general  go  to  a  full  ccnfirmation  of  the 
narrative,  with  this  one  ^iddition  and 
aggravation  of  Colonel  Henlc  's  C4;n- 
du6l,  that  the  Major  thinks  the  lan- 
guage of  Reeves  was  adii  iiFed  more  '*:o 
hiipfelf  than  the  Colonel,  till  after 
the  ftab. 


"  Captain  Wild,  of  the  Militia,  is  the 
"  next  witnefs,  and  confirms  the  excufe 
**  of  Reeves,  and  every  other  circumftance 
**  in  the  bcginninj^  jf  the  afFdr,  as^ftated 
*'  by  Xh^  former  witnefies,  and  by  Major 
**  Swe^^y,  er  eptthe  fmall  difference  that 
1*  Cok^nd  Henley,   not  Major  Sweafey, 

"firft 
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•*  firft  made  ufe  of  the  word  Rafcal.  He 
*'  mentions  afterwards  another  new  cii*- 
"  cumftance,  that  the  prior  witnefs.  had 
**  forgot,  viz.  "  Reeves  turning  to  Buchanan, 
"  and  damning  him,  fay^^S^  '^ky  dorit  you 
^^  fiand  'up  for  your  King  and  Country.— -^ 
'•*  Buchanan  dejircd  him  to  he  JiilL  Reeves 
•*  replied,  God  damn  them  all.  III  Jiand  up 
^^  for  my  King  and  Country  while  I  have  life ; 
^^  if  I  had  arms  and  ammunition  I  would 
*•*  foo7ibe  with  General  Hcwe    and  be  re- 

**  vengedr He  afterwards  relates,  in  a 

**  very  circumftantial  manner,  making  the 
*'  pulli  at  Reeves  \  "  Reeves  ftepped  back 
"  one  foot,  but  the  bayonet  pricked  him," 
**  and  the  lifting  up  the  piece  a  fecond 
*'  time,  and  Buchanan  feizing  it  and  tiirn- 
"  ing  it  afide. 


**  Upon  the  crofs  queftionipg,  the  wit- 
**  nefs  gives  nearly  the  fame  anfwers  as 
"  Major  Sweafey,  upon  the  matter  of  opi- 
*'  nion  of  Colonel  Hen  lev's  intention^  and 
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"  of  riot"  hearing  Colonel  Henley  order 
a  man  of  the  guard  to  run  Reeves 
through,  before  he  difmounted,  but 
'*  repeating  the  firft,  the  .manner  in  which 
*'  this  Gentleman  exprcfks  himfelf  is  re- 
*'  markable :  "  I  bclicz^e  you  only  meant 
"  to  Jilence  hlm^  iis  you  /poke  mildly,  till 
**  Reeves  faidy  God  damn  them  all*'  That 
*'  Captain  Wild  thought  the  Colonel  was 
"  in  a  palHon  afterwards,  is  clear  from 
"  his  anfwer  to  the  queflion,  "  whether 
"  it  is  a  fule  in  the  Continental  fcrvice,  to 
^^  Jilence  men  by  the  bayonet  or  fword',  when 
"  he  replied,  it  is  not,  but  when  a  mans 
*'  temper  is  raijed,  he  is  apt  to  do  things  he 
"  would  not  at  other  times, 

"I  cannot  quit  this  evidence,  without 
"  clafling  it  with  Major  Sweafey's,  and 
"  while  it  does  honor  to  the  witnefs,  in 
"  point  of  truth  and  candour,  it  is  to  be 
"  remarked,  that  it  is  alfo  exceedingly  cir- 
"  cumftantial,  new  and  leading  circum- 

"  fiances 
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"  fiances  ai-e  remembered,  none  forgot, 
^*  except  the  order  to  the  guard,  and  the 
•*  'Court  will  fee  by  and  by,  why  I  fo  folicit 
"  their  attention  to  thefe  remarks. 


1] 


•*  The  witneffes  that  follow  are  indeed 
**  of  a  very  different  fort  j  the  Court  will 
"  recolle6l  the  appearance  of  the  firft, 
**  Corporal  Dean,  he  told  his  ftory  very 
"  fluently,  with  that  remarkable  new 
**  incident  of  provocation  in  Corporal 
**  Reeves,  who,  he  fwears  pofitively,  faid 
to  Colonel  Henley, — "  If  I  am  a  rafcaU 
you  are  a  damned  rafcal  i  but  after  all  this 
fluency  and  recolle6tion,  upon  his  crofs 
*«  queftioning,  neither  encouragement,  nor 
**  admonition,  nor  patience,  nor  leading 
**  queftion,  could  draw  an  anfwer  that 
"  any  man  could  underfland ;  and  parti-. 
"  cularly  the  Court  will  remember  his 
"  filence  and  his  countenance,  when  preffed 
"  to  declare  his  fentiments  upon  the  obli- 
'*  gation  of  an  oath ;  I  will  not  be  fo  un 

"  candid 
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candid  as  pofitively  to  pronounce  upon 
guilt  from  appearance,  but  it  is  the  great 
vcilue  of  parole  evidence,  that  a  Court 
may  fee  the^  manner,  and  thence  form  a 
judgment  upon  the  credibility  of  a  wit- 
nefs. — From  what  probable  caufe  did  the 
confufion  of  this  man  arife? — It  was 
not  the  awe  of  the  Court  j  and  it  is  fair 
to  fuppofe  it  is  a  v^'eaknefs  of  under- 
ftanding  j  confequently  he  was  a  fit  fub- 
fubjeft  to  be  tutored,  and  if  not  wilfully 
perjured,  led  into  a  belief  of  more  than 
he  adlually  faw  and  heard. 
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<*  He  is  followed  by  a  firing  of  the  beft 
inftrufted  young  men  that  ever  related 
a  ftory  in  public — Elijah  Horton,  Silas 
Mofs,  James  Brazer,  Wedfworth  Hor- 
ton, and  John  Beny,  moA  of  them  lads 
of  fixteen  years  of  age, 

"  I  need  not  recall  to  the  Court  the  pre- 
cifion  of  the  recital  of  thefe  youths,  nor 
Vol.  II.  M  « the 
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the  manner  of  their  delivery. — It  was 
the  exa6t  tone  and  repetition  of  a  fable 
at  fchool,  and  fo  well  was  the  leflbn  got 
by  heart,  that  there  was  not  a  fmglc 
difFcrence  in  the  arrangement,  and  fcarcci 
a  fy liable  inifplaced.  But  it  is  not  only 
in  the  fimilitude  of  memory  thefe  youths 
arc  cxlraordinai7,  they  are  equally  re- 
markable in  the  precifion  of  their  for- 
getfulnefs,  with  a  rccolle6tion  fo  acute, 
as  to  repeat  verbatim  a  long  ftory  of 
Corporal  Reeves,  and  the  marked  ex- 
preflion  of  "  damned  r^fcaV*  to  Colonel 
Henley  j  not  one  fyllable  was  heard  by 
any  Britifli  witnefs,  nor  by  thofe  atten- 
tive, circumftantial,  refpcctable  witnefles 
Major  Swcafey  and  Captain  Wild ;  not 
one  of  the  whole  five  can  remember  a 
word  or  circumflancc  refpeding  the 
Colonel's  dammng  Reeves's  king  and 
country  y  attempting  a  fccond  pafs,  and 
heing  prevented  hy  Buchanans  Jeizing 
the  firelock  -,    to    all    of  which  all  the 

"other 
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*'' Other  witnefles  have  pofit'ively  fworn. — 
•*  Upon  the  whole,  I  contend^  that  no 
**  contradi6lion  of  witnelFes  could  invali- 
•*  date  their  teftimony  more  than  fuch  an 
'*  exa6l  conformity  in  circumftances,  fen- 
**  tences  and  words,  when  it  was  for  the 
**  purpofe  of  five  perfons  to  recolleft  the 
"  fame  ftory,  and  an  equal  conformity  in 
"  the  want  of  recolledion  in  circum- 
**  fiances,  that  muft  indifpenfibly  have 
"  been  as  manifeft  to  their  obfervation,  as 
"  to  that  of  any  other  witnefs. 


"  I  owe  an  apology  to  the  Court  for 
having  dwelt  upon  the  invalidation  of 
thefe  witneJfTes  longer  than  was  necef- 
fary ;  for  the  weaknefs  of  their  inftruc- 
tor,  whoever  he  has  been,  has  counter- 
acted his  wickednefs,  and  it  would  do 
no  harm  to  this  profecution,  to  give  a 
full  fcope  to  their  teftimony,  becaufe 
there  is  no  maxim  in  law  more  clearly 
laid  down,  and  moi'e  generally  under- 
M  2  "  flood. 
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*'  flood,  than  that  "  no  affront  by  words  cr 
"  g^fiures  only  is  a  fufficicnt  provocation y  fo 
"  as  to  excufe  or  extenuate  fuch  aBs  of  vio- 
**  knee  as    manifejily   C7idanger   the   life  of 
•^^  another, 

**  The  next  matter  to  which  the  wit- 
**  neflcs  in  defence  have  gone,  is  the  ftab- 
''  bing  of  Trudgett  on  the  Sth  of  January, 
**  and  there  likevvife  their  teftimony  has 
"  ferved  ta  aggravate,  inftead  of  contra- 
"  di6ling  the  charge.  Serjeant  Kettle,  in 
**  particular,  exprefsly  fays^  he  thought  the 
**  foldiers  deferved  Jlabhing,  as  they  would 
V  not  get  out  of  the  way ;  and  in  another 
**  place,  that  laughing  and  fneering  as  if 
•*  *were  (which  he  acknowledges  was  the 
*' only  provocation)  was  fufficicnt  to  juf* 
*'  tify  ftabbing. 

-   "I  fliall  give  the  Court  no  trouble  upon 

**  the  evidence  bi'ought  to  prove  the  pro-- 

^^  vocafion  oi    a    refcue;    the  efcape  of 

.*--.'  '*  Buchanan 
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Buchanan  was  not  heard  without  a 
fmile  in  Court,  nor  can  it  be  ferioufly 
commented  on,  except  in  the  anfwer 
of  Efell  Pierce,  a  lad  of  fixtcen,  to 
tlie  Judge  Advocate,  who  afked  him 
whether  he  thought  he  run  the  Britifh 
foldier  into  the  body  j  "  1  believe  I  did 
(fays  he  triumphantly)  I pujhed  as  hard 
as  I  could,  and  la-ith  a  7ood  1^:111 — he  cried 
out  God  damn  you**  This  is  but  one  of 
feveral  inftances  that  might  be  felefled 
from  thefe  proceedings,  to  fhew  the  de- 
gree of  rancor  to  which  the  minds  of 
the  American  foldiers  were  excited. 
Children  that  had  fcarcely  loft  the  tafte 
of  their  mother's  milk,  acquired  a  thirft 
for  blood- — among  thofe  from  whom 
they  took  the  example;  the  Colonel 
thinks  a  man  deferv^s  death  if  he  looks 
fulky ;  the  Serjeant  thinks  the  fame  if 
he  fmiles.  Good  God !  What  is  the 
value  of  a  Britiftx  life,  at  fuch  a  time, 
in  fu(jh  hands. 
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"  In  a  former  part  of  thefe  proceedings, 
I  exprelFed  my  defire  that  the  Judge- 
Advocate  would  explain  to  the  Court 
**  the  eflablifhed  principles  of  law,  refpedl- 
**  ing  abfent  perfons  being  acceffaries  to 
"  offences  which  they  have  in  any  man- 
**  ner  influenced,  and  almoft  every  fen- 
♦*  tencc  that  has  fallen  from  the  laft  wit- 
"  nefs  upon  the  affair  of  Trudgett,  is  a 
**  new  call  to  prefs  the  confideration  of 
*'  thofe  principles.  I  am  perfuaded  the 
"  learned  gentleman  will  not  contradift 
'*  me,  in  the  few  more  leading  propofi- 
•*  tions  I  fliall  add  to  thofe  I  mentioned  on 
**  a  former  occafion,  Firfl,  "  Any  man 
*^  advijingy  infuencingy  or  countenancing  am- 
*^  tbery  be  it  by  words ^  reward  or  cxampk\ 
"  to  do  mifchiefy  is  an  accejfary  at  a  difiance, 
**  Secondly,  though  mif chief  is  committed 
"  by  different  means  than  thofe  propofed  be- 
*'  tween  injligntor  and  perpetrator  \  fir  in-- 
^^ fance-T'-rA,  perfuades  B.  to  poifon  C.  he 
kills  him  by  any  other  means -y  A.  is  acef 

''fary. 
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^^  fary.  Thirdly,  When  the  principal  goes 
'*  beyond  the  term  of  folicttatlon,  if  In  the 
'*  event  the  mi/chief  committed  ivas  a  proba^ 
"  ble  confequence  of  what  was  ordered  or  ad^ 
"  'vlfed^  the  perjhn  ghlng  fetch  orders  or  ad* 
^^  vice  Will  be  accejfary, 

•  • 

"  Apply  the  above  maxims : — Colonel 
**  Henley  dire6ls  his  men  only  to  knock 
^*  down  any  Britifli  foldier,  who  they  think 
"  looks  fulky  at  them  (you  have  feen  that 
**  he  often  thought  a  much  greater  punifh- 
"  ment  was  due  for  fuch  a  crime  as  a  fulky 
"  look)  but  we  will  fuppofe,  he  only  or- 
irders  them  to  knock  a  man  down,  or  to 
"  prick  him  ox  Jllll  him,  and  a  foldier  fires 
"  down  a  common  road,  flicks  his  bayonet 
"  into  one,  and  llrikes  at  the  brains  of 
"  another  with  the  butt  of  his  firelock, 
**  Colonel  Henley  b  a  party  tp  the  mif^ 
•*  chief,  whatever  it  m?iy  be,  and  upon  a 
'*  continuation  of  the  principle  laid  down 
**  before, — "  Th^  advice,  orders  or  influence^ 

IVI  4  "  are 
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"  are  fiagitiQus  on  the  part  of  h — the  rvenfs 
^*  falling  out  beyond  hh  original  intention y 
**  are  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things  the  pro^ 
**  bahle  confequence  of  what  B.  does  under  the 
'  *  influence,  and  at  the  injiigation  of  A . — and 
"  therefore^  in  the  jujiice  of  the  laWy  be  is 
anfwerable  for  them. 


"  So  much.  Sir,  for  the  enormities  com-i' 
mittcd  under  the  orders,  influence,  en- 
couragement and  example  of  Colonel 
Henley,  when  he  was  not  prefent ;  as 
for  the  reft,  it  is  needlefs  for  me  to  fol- 
low the  witneiTes  brought  by  the  Colonel 
through  all  the  parts,  wherein  they  fe- 
vcrally  and  diftindUy  confirm  the  former 
evidence,  upon  the  charges  refpe6ting 
the  attempt  upon  Wilfon  in  the  Colo- 
nel's fight,  and  of  the  ftabbing  Hadky 
with  his  own  hands.— I  fhall  only  re- 
mark one  very  ftriking  circumftancc,  a 
little  previous  tQthe  latter  faft,  which 
came  out  upon  the  fecoiid  examinatioii 
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of  that  very  honorable  and  fcnfiblc  gen-' 
tleman.  Major  Sweafey.^ After  Bu- 
chanan had  run  away,  Colonel  Henley 
(having  firft  ordered  fomc  men  to  load, 
and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  whole 
detachment)  afked  Major  Sweafey  what 
method  he  thought  they  fhould  take  to 
recover  Buchanan:  the  Major  faid  "//v 
ifc/l  way  would  be  to  acquaint  the  Britijh 
Commanding  Officer  on  the  Hill,  and  be 
made  no  doubt  but  be  would  give  him  up  im^ 
mediately"  The  Major  went  with  a 
mcflage  from  Colonel  Henley  to  Major 
Fofter,  the  Britifli  officer  then  com- 
manding, who  ordered  the  man  to  be 

fought  for  and  confined. 1  ftate  this 

circumftance  to  fliew,  not  only  what 
was  the  proper  and  ready  method  of 
avoiding  differences  and  ill  blood  in 
fad,  but  alfo  to  fhew  that  this  method 
was  proper  in.  the  judgment  of  your 

own  temperate  officers. The  Major 

prceeds  to  fey,  that  Colonel  Henley  ap- 

**  peared 
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peared  perfe6lly  fatisfied  titdth  the  an* 
**  fwer  he  brought  from  Major  Foftcr,  but 
"  it  is  well  worthy  remark,  that  the  viu- 
**  lent  a6l  of  dabbing  Hadley,  was  com- 
•*  mitted  in  the  interim  of  Major  Swcafcy's 
*'  leaving  Colonel  Henley  and  his  return. 


"  The  whole  flrefs  of  the  evidence  upon 
the  defence  I  have  not  remarked  upon, 
goes  to  one  fmgle  point,  viz.  to  prove 
provocation.  I  liave  admitted  that  a 
centry  was  knocked  down,  as  I  readily 
admit  every  (lighter  provocation  alledg*- 
ed,  and  fhall  not  give  a  moment's  trou- 
ble to  the  Court,  in  addition  to  what  I 
argued  and  quoted  in  a  former  part  of 
the  proceedings  upon  this  fubjedt,  from 
undeniable  authority  of  law- — I  alTume 
it  to  be  undeniable,  becaufe  I  under- 
hand, gentlemen,  that  the  criminal  and 
common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  great 
part  of  the  Statute  Law,  are,  notvvith-p 
(landing  your  prefcnt    feparation,    in 
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**  force  and  pra6lice  in  your  Government, 
«*  and  that  your  articles  of  war  arc  almofl 
*^  tranfcripts  from  ours. 


"  The  maxims  then,  to  which  I  hav^c 
alluded  will  hold  equally  good  in  martial 
and  other  judicatures. 
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**  I  have  only,  Sir,  to  revert  to  the  lead- 
ing propofition,  and  affirm  that  the 
charges  are  proved  in  the  fulled  man- 
ner, even  by  the  prifoner*s  witnefTes. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  fuggeft  an  opinion 
upon  the  nature  of  punifliment.  I 
fcorn  the  idea  of  feeling  joy  from  the 
moft  rigorous  fentence;  and  the  moft 
perfe6l  acquittal  would  not  harm  mc 
further,  than  that  fuch  an  example 
might  continue  the  infecurity  of  the 
troops.  Inflexible  and  impartial  jufticc, 
and  rigid  difcipline,  are  the  vital  prin- 
ciples upon  which  a  Republic  rifes  to 
maturity,  andeftabli(hesitfelfinrefpe61: 
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**  and  fame Should  the  Court,  upon 

"  due  refle6lion,  find  thefe  principles  re- 
"  concileable  with  lenity  in  the  prefent 
"  cafe,  and  the  great  tribunal  of  the  world 
"  be  of  a  contrary  judgment,  this  caufe 
**  cannot  be  faid  to  have  mifcarried. 


"  As  to  the  difpleafure  which  this  pro- 
feaition  may  bring  upon  me,  I  fear,  in 
the  prefent  temper  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  it  is  not  to  be  avoided.  I 
(land  in  this  cuxle,  at  beft  an  unpopular, 
with  the  fanguine  enemies  of  Britain, 
perhaps  an  obnoxious  chara6ler.  This 
fituation,  though  difagrpeable,  does  not 
make  me  miferable.  I  wrap  myfelf  in 
the  integrity  of  my  intentions,  and  can 
look  round  me  with  a  fmile.  Implaca- 
ble hatred  is  a  fcarcc  weed  in  every  foil,'j 
and  foon  is  overcome  and  lofl,  under 
the  fairer  and  more  abundant  growth  of 
cultivated  humanity.— To  the  multitude 
who  only  regard  me  with  the  tranfient 
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anger  that  political  opinions  and  the  oc- 
currences of  the  time  occafion,  I  retain 
not  a  thought  of  refentment,  becaufc  I 
know  the  difpofition  and  hour  will 
come,  when  Jieadinefs  of  principle^  that 
favorite  chara6leriftic  in  America,  will 
recommend  me  amongfl:  my  worfl  ene- 
mies :  As  Chriftians  I  truft  they  will 
forgive  me ;  in  fpite  of  prejudice  I  know 
they  will  rcfpe6l  me. 

'*  But  from  the  prefent  refentful  fenti- 
ments  of  this  audience,  fliould  I  carry 
my  apprehenfion  further,  and  fuppofc 
it  poflible  that  mifapprchenfion  or  mlf- 
reprefentatlon  of  my  conduft,  fliould 
operate  upon  the  fupremc  rulers  of  this 
country  to  treat  me  with  feverity,  I  hope 
I  fhould  ftill  find  myfclf  prepared. — Let , 
fufpenfion  be  added  to  fufpenfion,  and 
health  and  fortune,  and  fame,  and  life, 
become  fucceiUve  forfeits  in  this  lingering 
war— I  fhrJl  lay  at  laft  down  my  devoted 
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head  with  this  confolitary  refle(51:ion, 

that  I  have  done  what  I  ought that  I 

have  performed  to  the  beft  of  my  power 
my  duty  to  my  country,  to  the  Britifh 
troops  under  my  charge,  and  to  my- 
fclf — and  above  all,  it  will  be  confola- 
tion  to  reflcdt,  that  however  mifinter- 
preted  or  abufcd,  I  have  aftcd  in  all 
inflances,  and  fpecifically  in  this  trial, 
without  a  fpark  of  private  malice  to- 
wards any  individual  foever.  With  this 
declaration  I  opened,  with  the  fame  I 
conclude,  and  have  only  to  afTure  the 
Court  of  my  acknowledgements  for  the 
patience,  the  attention,  and  the  civility 
which  they  have  heard  me.'* 


Common  juftice — the  laws  of  Nature 
and  of  arms,  were  never  more  forcibly 
dcpi6led,  that  in  this  flight  of  ingenuity 
and  of  eloquence,  in  which  nothing  ap- 
peared more  confpicuous  than  truth,  nor 
blazed  higher  than  humanity-  —determined 

prejudice 
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prejudice  and  enthufiaflic  rage  alone  could 
withftand  it — you  might  read  convi6lion 
itfelf  in  every  face,  afhamed  to  be  convic- 
ted— and  fee,  what  will  perhaps  never  be 
feen  again,  the  blufh  of  confcioufnefs  on 

the  cheek  of  an  American for  black  as 

their  hearts  are,  their  countenance  feldom 
betrays  them. — Thefc  are  my  fentiments, 
abflra6led  from  party  or  intereft,  God  fend 
I  may  have  reafon  to  change  them. 
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Yours,  &:c. 
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LETTER       LIII. 


Camhridget  in  Ntnxj  England f 

March  20,  1 778. 


t 


MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 

"D  Y  this  time  you  are  become  highly 
■"^  interelled  for  the  ifTue  of  this  trial, 
and  therefore  I  fit  down  to  give  you  the 
Judge  Advocate's  reply,  and  the  fentence 
of  the  Court.  After  the  General  had 
finifhed  his  fpeech,  Mr.  Tudor,  the  Judge 
Advocate,  a  little  vain  conceited  fellow, 
ir.  a  pert  flippant  manner,  addreffed  the 
Court  as  follows : 
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**  Afr.  Prejidenty    and  Gentlemen  of  the 

*<  It  has  at  laft  become  my  duty  to  fum 
up  thefe  proceedings,  which  by  accidents 
and  other  unavoidable  caufes,  have  been 
drawn  on  to  this  period ;  they  have  ex* 
cited  much  talk  and  public  difquifition, 
but  have  acquired  greater  force  from  the 
abilities  of  the  profecutor,  than  from 
their  real  merits* 


**  Pains  have  been  taken,  and  every  aU 
luring, art  has  been  ufed  to  perfuade  the 
Court  to  confider  what  may  be  the  po- 
pular opinion  in  other  countries ;  but, 
gentlemen,  though  it  was  neceflary  for 
tlie  public  honor,  that  Colonel  Henley 
fliould  be  removed  from  his  command, 
that  firft  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  and  then 
a  Court-martial  fliould  be  held,  you  will 
now  regard  the  merits  as  they  affe6l  the 
OfRcer  under  trial,  and  the  fervice  of  the 

States  alone. The  Court  fits  upon 

■    N  **  truth 
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**  truth  and  honor,  the  ftrongeft  ties  upon 
"  foldiers  j  you  will  decide  upon  thofe 
"  motives,  and  upon  juftice,  and  your  pro- 
"  ceedings  will  ever  remain  a  teftimony 
**  againft  any  men  who  would  dare  to  ac- 
"  cufe  you  of  partiality. 


it 
u 
(( 
It 

lb 
it 

<( 

€i 

(( 
(( 
<( 


*'  It  IS  now  my  duty  to  ftate  the  fa6ls 
as  they  rife  from  the  evidence,  ftripped 
of  all  that  meretiicious  colouring  which 
uncommon  ingenuity  and  refined  elo- 
quence have  thrown  upon  it.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  catch  the  crowd  by 
well  turned  periods;  I  am  fenfible  of 

my  deficiency. 1  am  an  American, 

warmly  attached  to  my  country,  knov/n 
to  be  a  friend  to  the  prifoner — yet,  not- 
withftanding  thofe  reafons  may  with  the 
jealous  fubje6l  me  to  ccnfure,  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  prefervc  as  impartial  a  line 

as  poflible 1  am  determined  in  this 

caufc  to  be  of  no  party. 

* »  • 

.   '         **  Infmuations 
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**  Infinuations  of  a  general  maflacrc 
have  been  drefled  out  in  all  the  pomp 
which  attic  language  could  give,  and 
wanted  only  truth  to  have  made  it  felt 
as  far  as  the  public  were  concerned.  It 
is  unneceffary  to  fay  more  upon  that 
fubjefl;  I  have  endeavoured  to  reduce 
the  other  charges  into  method,  and 
propofe  to  feparate  them  into  five  fa6ts, 
in  all  of  which  Colonel  Henley  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  principal  or  an  acceflary. 


^  '*  The  firfl:  is  as  a  principal,  with  re- 
"  rpe6l  to  ftabbing,  wounding,  or  prick* 
"  ing  (for  it  has  been  called  by  each  of 
*'  thefe  terms)  Corporal  Reeves,    of  the 

"  ninth  regiment. 

"  The  next  is  to  prove  a  Provincial 
*'  Serjeant  having  flabbcd  Thomas  Trud- 
'Vgett,  of  the  twenty-fourth  regiment; 
*'  Colonel  Henley  in  this  appears  only  an 
'*  acceflary, 
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"  the  third  is  the  ftabbing  of  Wilfon, 
**  in  which  likcwife  he  is  confidered  as  an 
"  acceflary. 

"the  fourth  fa£l  alludes  to  the  (lab- , 
"  ping  Corporal  Hadley,  in  which  Colonel 
**  Henley  is  a  principal. 


'it'' 


•'  The  laft  .contains  a  general  principle, 
iiot  only  of  all  the  American  officers 
being  blooclily  iricliiied  towards  the  Bri- 
tifli  troops,  but  that  Colonel  Henley 
fbftered  and  encouraged  principles  of 
this  bloody  nature. 


<( 


**  The  evidence,  gentlemen,  muft  be 
read,  and  I  (liall  firfl  read  that  of  the 
profecution,  and  then  that  in  fupport 
of  the  defence,  fad  by  fa(5V. 


"  The  firft  fa6l  is  with  refpe6l  to  Colo- 
**  nel  Henley's  ftabbing  Reeves    {here  be 

*'  read  the  cvichjce  o?i    both  fides,) It 

"  may 
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**  may  be  neceflaiy  to  mention  a  few  cir- 
«*  cumftances. 


<< 


u 


"  It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  Major 
Sweafcy,  that  Colonel  Henley  went  to 
the  barracks  with  the  temper  of  a  man 
**  going  to  gratify  benevolent  feelings. 

"  The  prifoners  were  ordered  out  and 
"  paraded,  and  the  Colonel  addrefled  them 
"  mildly. 

"  The  Court  fits  to  judge  of  the  credi- 
"  bility  of  the  witnelfes  -,  there  may  be 
*'  chara6lei*s  of  fo  fufpicious  a  nature  that 
"  though  they  cannot  be  abfolutely  ac- 
**  cufed  of  perjury,  yet  circumftances  ap- 
♦*  pear  ftrong  againft  them, 

*'  The  Court  will  be  pleafed  to  recol- 
*'  le6l,  that  Buchanan  was  afterwards  the 
♦*  means  of  getting  Hadley  ftabbed,  and 
♦^  the  Court  will  give  what  regard  they 

N  3  **  chufe 
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chufe  to  the  credibilitv  of  his  teftimony ; 
Upon  the  whole,  it  appears,  that  Reeves 
behaved  with  great  infolence.  It  may 
be  coIle6l?d,  that  his  looks  and  manners 
were  more  provoking  thai^  his  words, 
which  m^y  frequently  be  the  cafe,  yet 
with  all  this  provocation,  there  is  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  the  Colonel  even  in- 
tended more  than  to  frighten  him  to 
filence;  the  very  a(5t  fhews  it,  the 
bayonet  was  placed  againft  his  brealt, 
not  thruft  with  violence  -,  this  appears 
from  the  teftimony  of  many  witnefles, 
and  the  arguments  to  invalidate  fome 
of  them  are  very  uncommon,  viz.  that  • 
they  have  exaftly  agreed.  I  beg  the 
Court  to  recolle6l  with  what  an  air  of 
fincerity,  as  well  as  acutencfs,  one  of 
the  youths,  in  particular,  gave  his  evi- 
dence :  His  ingenious  manner  muft  have 
made  an  impreflion. 
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**  The  General  has  called  upon  me  to 
"  cxplahi,  whether  Colonel  Henley's  dif- 
**  mounting  and  taking  a  firelock  was  not 
•'  malice  propcnfe  in  law  ?  I  think  not,  for 
"  the  a(5l  that  followed  it  feemed  not  the 
**  cffecl  of  any  malicious  intention. 

**  Tlie  next  fa6l  is  the  ftabbing  Trud- 
**  gett."     (Here  he  rcdd  the  evidence  Qn  both 
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*'  A  great  deal  of  ftrefs  has  been  laid 
upon  the  do6lrine  of  accomplice,  and 
the  General  has  argued  with  a  know- 
ledge and  ingenuity  that  would  do  credit 
to  the  ableft  of  my  profefTion  j  but  the 
dodrine  does  not  apply,  becaufe  there 
is  no  proof  nor  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  Colonel  hail  given  fuch  orders,  or 
ufed  fuch  influence  as  to  excite  men  to 
a6ls  pf  violence,  His  written  orders 
indeed  prove  thp  dire6t  contrary  j  and  - 
if  a  fupcrior  in  command  is  refponfible 
N4  ''for 
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**  for  every  a6l:ion  committed  by  his  irir 
feriors,  as  well  might  we  make  the  Gc^ 
neral  a  party  in  the  murder  of  Mifs 
"  Macrea  (the  cataflrophe  of  this  young 
"  Lady  I  mentioned  in  a  letter  to  you 
during  the  campaign)  **  becaufe  the  In- 
"  dians  who  committed  that  murder,  were 
"  under  the  General's  orders ;  an  a6t  of 
^'  which  I  believe  he  ftands  acquitted  ii> 
**  the  opinion  of  every  perfon." 

1  think  you  will  coincide  in  opinion, 
that  the  Judge  Advocate  plainly  evinced 
his  profeffion,  as  I  think  the  ^omparifoA 
can  in  no  degree  hold  good :  one  was  in 
time  of  hoftilities,  where  two  parties  are 
oppofing  each  other  5  the  other  at  a  time 
when  a  fet  of  men,  unarmed,  prifoners, 
are  in  a  peaceable  country,  and  amenable 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  for  any  crime  they 
comitiitted,  therefore  could  only  be  meant 
as  an  obloquy  againft  the  General. 
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♦*  The  next  fa6l,  which  is  that  of  ftabh, 
^'  bing  Wilfon,  you  will  find  depends 
•'much  upon  the  refgue  of  Buchanan, 
♦'  The  Court  will  judge  whether  this  waa 
•^  a  refcue  or  notj  if  it  was  one,  I  will 
**  maintain  that  Colonel  Henley,  exclufive 
^*  of  his  military  command,  confidefed 
^*  only  as  a  private  magiilratp,  in  peace- 
♦*  able  times,  was  juftified  by  law  and 
♦*  cuftom  in  putting  to  death  any  perfon 
♦*  who  attempted  to  force  a  prifoner  out 
♦*  of  cuftody ;  and  this  leads  to  the  con- 
♦^  fideration  of  the  principal,  and  I  muft 
**  confefs  the  mpft  unaccountable  tranf-^ 
•^  a6tion,  the  ftabbing  of  Hadley.  (Evi^ 
4ence  on  both  fides  read.) 
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"  It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  Co- 
^*  lonel  Henley  afted  in  this  affair  with  a 
*•  degree  of  warmth  which  his  beft  friends 
"  cannot  defend,  and  it  muft  reft  with 
^'  the  Court  to  combine  the  various  cir- 
*  cumftances  of  his  fituation,  and  to  con- 
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**  fider  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  pro* 
*'  vocations  he  received.  If  they  can  fup- 
"  pofe  a  man  capable  of  deUberately  and 
*•  wantonly  running  an  innocent  man 
"  through  the  body,  they  will  be  bound 
"  by  their  oaths  and  their  honor  to  infli6l 
"  a  proper  punifhment ;.  on  the  other  hand, 
"  if  they  think  fuch  repeated  provocation, 
"  fuch  infolence  and  infult,  as  were  offered 
"  daily  and  hourly  to  the  troops  under  his 
"  command,  and  particularly  before  his 
**  eyes,  in  the  refcue  of  Buchanan,  they  will 
•'  make  due  allowances  for  a  high  fpirited 
**  officer,  animated  in  his  duty  and  by  re- 
**  fentment  for  affronts  offered  to  his 
"  country.  As  for  the  fuppofition  that 
"  Colonel  Henley  foflered  and  encouraged 
"  principles  of  a  bloody  nature  by  his  ge- 
"  neral  condu61:,  it  needs  no  other  con^ 
"  futation  than  the  want  of  any  proof  on 
**  the  other  fide,  and  his  general  chara6ler. 
"  My  friend  is  known  to  be  of  a  warm 
''  temper  5  it  mufl  be  allowed,  warmth  has 

"  carried 
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*'  carried  htm  too  far ;  but  a  more  ge- 
•*  nerous,  honorable  or  humane  man,  does 
<*  not  live  in  the  American,  or  any  other 
**  army.  The  behaviour  of  the  Britifh 
*'  troops  in  general,  who,  notwithftanding 
<•  their  fituation  treated  ours  upon  every 
**  occalion  with  pride,  contempt  and  out- 
<*  rage,  is  notorious,  and  the  inftances 
«  were  many  which  called  upon  an  officer 
**  for  inftant  and  exemplary  chaftifement. 
"  How  little  it  was  to  be  obtained  by  ap- 
**  plication  to  the  Britifh  officers,  appears 
♦*  by  what  pafled  with  Colonel  Lind,  and 
«*  by  other  parts  of  thefe  proceedings," 

Leaft  you  might  be  led  to  imagine  that 
the  Britifli  officers  were  culpable,  I.  fhall 
quote  part  of  Colonel  Lind's  evidence,  to 
point  out  wherein  the  Judge  Advocate  had 
n.ifapplied  the  evidence.  After  proving 
the  centry  fired  upon  a  woman,  and  with 
great  difficulty  got  accefs  to  the  American 
officer   that    commanded,    fays    Colonel 

Lind, 
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Lind,  **  I  related  to  him  what  had  palled 
between  the  woman  and  the  centry,  beg- 
ging he  would  order  him  to  be  confined, 
that  the  affair  might  be  enquired  into,  he 
told  me  be  could  not  (thefe  are  the  words 
the  Judge  Advocate  has  applied  vice  verfa) 
and  that  the  c^ntries  h^d  particular  orders 
to  fire  upon  all  women,  as  well  as  foldiers, 
who  attempted  to  pafs  them.  I  then  ob- 
ferved  that  it  was  a  very  extraordinary  or- 
der, that  I  was  fure  General  Heath  could 
never  intend  that  women  fhould  be  fire4 
upon,  and  that  it  mufi:  have  been  a  mif- 
take  'y  he  replied,  that  it  was  not  his  par- 
ticular affair,  that  the  centfy  had  his  or-^ 
ders,  and  I  might  feek  redrefs  elfewhere ; 
wc  then  parted.^ This  is  the  whole  evi- 
dence of  Colonel  Lind,  therefore  J  leave 
you  to  judge  how  it  can  have  the  leaft  affi- 
nity to  what  the  Judge  Advocate  has  in- 
finuated,  that  no  redrefs  was  to  be  had 
from  the  Britifh  officers :  but  to  the  con.* 
clufion  of  his  fpeech. 

«'  I  will 
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«'  I  will  trouble  the  Court  no  longer — - . 
"  it  may  perhaps  appear  that  I  have  plead- 
<*  ed  for  Colonel  Henley  more  than  I  pro- 
**  pofed  when  I  began :  He  is,  I  confefs, 
my  friends  the  man  I  efteem  for  the 
goodnefs  of  his  hekrt,  for  his  fpirit  as 
"  an  officer,  and  the  attachment  to  the 
"  caufe  of  his  cbuntry ;  and  if  I  have 
erred  in  making  myfclf  more  his  coun- 
fel  than  c6xitifel  for  the  profecution,  I 
**  have  done  fo,  beCaufe  I  thought  a  caufe 
"  fujpjjorted  oh  one 'fide  by  fo  able  an  ad- 
'^^HohaA^e'^ks  Genei'al  Burgoyne,  required 
"  every  poflible  fair  afliftance  on  the 
«  other." 


<c 
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~  y 


Tliroughout  the  whole  of  the  Judge 
Advocate's  fumming  up  the  evidence,  he 
has  Aot  tiken  the  leaft  notice  of  the  Co- 
loilei*s  'fpeech  to  Serjeant  Fleming,  ivhich, 
in  triy  opinion,  points  out  his  charafter 
very  ftf ongly ;  nor  hias  he  confuted  the 
witnefles  produced  in  fupport  of  the  pro- 
fecution. 
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f^cution,  but  wifhes  to  imprefs  the  Court 
that  Colonel  Henley  is  a  good  man,  and 
to  take  his  word  for  it,  as  he  is  his  parti- 
cular friend. 

This  trial,  which  commenced  the  20th 
of  January,  and  by  adjournments,  was 
protra6^ed  till  the  loth  of  February,  you 
muft  naturally  imagine,  rmfed  our  anxiety, 
as  no  doubt  it  does  yours,  for  the  fentence 
of  the  Court,  wl^en  it  was  g^ven  to  Gener^ 
Heath-^but  it  was  not  given  out  *tilj  the 
27th  of  February,jj  t^us  you  hslve  It  ver- 
batim from  our  genpr^  orders. ,^ 

Head  ^darters,  Bofton,  Feb,  27,  1788. 
EXTRAQT   FROM  GENERAL  OrDERS, 

~oL*^CiDIonel  David.  Henleyi    late  Com- 

**  manning  Officer  of  the  poft  at  Camt- 

"  bridge,    tried   at  the   Special  General 

**  Cburf  Martial,  whereof  Brigadier  Gtr 

-**  neral  Glover  was  Priefident,  accufed  by 

.rfofjwivi  "  Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  of  a  ge- 
neral tenor  of  language  and  condu6t 
heinoufly  criminal  as  an  officer,  and 
unbecoming  as  a  man,  of  the  moft 
indecent,  violent,  vindi6live  feverity 
againft  unai*med  men,  and  of  an  inten- 
tional murder.  .  ' 

» 

"  The  Court,  after  mature  confidera- 
tion,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  chaigc 
againft  Colonel  Henley  is  not  fupport- 
ed,  and  that  he  be  difcharged  from  his 
arreft. 


"  The  General  approves  the  opinion  of 
*'  the  Court,  thanks  them  for  their  un- 
"  wearied  endeavors  to  inveftigate  ^he 
"truth,  and  orders  Colonel  Henley  to 
"  reaffume  his  command  at  Cambridge 
"  immediately. 

"  The  General  thinks  it  to  be  his  duty, 
^*  on  this  occafion,   to  obferve,    that  al- 

**  though 
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•*  though  the  condiicl  of  Lieutenant  Ce- 
••  neral  Burgoyne  (as  profecutor  againft 
••  Colonel  Henley)  in  the  courfe  of  the 
**  foregoing  trial,  in  :his  feveral  fpeeches 
and  pleas  may  be  warranted  by  fome 
like  precedents  in  Britifh  Court-martials, 
•*  yet  as  it  is  altogether  novel  in  the  pro- 
"  ceedings  of  any  general  Court-martial 
"in  the  aS-fny  of ^ the  United  States   of 

'**  America,  Whoife  rules  and  artides  of 
**  "svar  direft,   that  ^he  Judge  Advocate 

•"  G^tterai  (liall  pr6feeute,  in  the  nariae  <^ 
•*  the  United  States,  and  as  different  prac-^ 
"  tice  tends  to  render  Courts-martial  both 

^"  tedious  and  expenfive,  he  does  ^i*6teft 

*"  agaiiift  this  inftance  being  drawn  into 

■'***prccedfent  in  future. 

'  **^^Si^ned        ^  "J.^EiTH,  D.A:G:' 


< .  / 
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In  confequence  of  this  acqtrittal,' C61o- 

nel  Henley  reafTumed  his   command  the 

« nekt  day,  btit  mei^ly^for  form  fake,  as  the 

"tltsftiveek  Colonel  Lee'  took  the  command, 

"     '"  which 
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^vhich  he  had  when  we  firft  arrived. 
Affairs  are  much  better  regulated,  every 
thing  is  now  in  perfc6t  tranquillity,  and 
a  good  underflanding  has  taken  place 
between  our  troops  and  the  Americans.*-*- 
•Colonel  Lee  has  remedied  one  great  evil> 
in  which  I  cannot  help  thinking  Colonel 

"  Henley  was  interefted,  which  was  com* 
pelling  our  foldiers  to  purchafe  all  their 
provifions  at  two  (lores  in  the  barracks, 
and  not  permitting  them  to  fend  to  Cam- 
bridge, where  they  were  much  cheaper.—* 

iPaiTes  have  been  granted  for  a  Serjeant 
and  fo  many  men,  to  go  out  and  purchafe 
provifions,  by  which  means  the  ftores 
cannot  impofe  on  the  troops,  and  they 
now  fell  their  commodities  at  the  market 
price.  Having  fo  long  dwelt  upon  public 
affairs,  you  no  doubt  will  be  happy  to 

•  hear  fomething  relative  to  my  own. 

The  refolution  of  Congrefs  in  prevent- 
ing our  embarkation  was  a  very  fever/c 
Vol.  H.  O  trial 
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trial  indeed,  but  we  arc  now  become  more 
reconciled ;  and  as  Hope,  that  great  fup- 
port  through  life,  never  forfakcs  us,  we 
are  in  expectation  that  at  the  end  of  the 
cnfuing  campaign,  we  may  in  all  proba- 
bility be  regularly  exchanged;    for  my 

own  part,  I  have  made  up  my  mind  j 

and  as  I  find  Cambridge  very  expenfive, 
on  account  of  the  great  number  of  officers 
who  refide  there,  I  am  going  to  remove 
my  quarters  to  a  farm  houfe,  near  the 
town  of  Myftic,  in  order  to  live  a  little 
reafonable  5  we  have  had  no  pay  fince  our 
arrival,  but  what  has  been  in  paper 
money,  which  lowers  very  faft,  fo  that 
you  are  compelled  to  purchafe  fuch 
aiticles  as  you  think  you  are  in  want  of, 
other^ife  your  money  will  not  be  a  third 
of  the  value  it  was  at  the  time  you  re- 
ceived it.  The  exchange  of  hard  money 
is  now  at  the  rate  of  forty  and  fifty  paper 
dollars  for  a  guinea.  -  What  muft  you 
think  of  the  depreciation  in   thefe  few 

.    O  months, 
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months,  fincc  we  were  made  prlfoners, 
when  we  could  wkh  difficulty  get  only 
nine.  On  account  of  unavoidable  cx- 
pences»  and  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency,  I  have  drawn  on  you  for  fifty 
pounds,  which  bill  you  will  pleafe  to 
honor,   and  place  to  the  account  of 
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Mjjiic,  in  Nvw  England, 
May  10,  177S. 


MY    DEAR   FRIEND, 

*■'■-'.■■ 

IT  has  ever  been  a  maxim  in  all  ages,' 
and  unhappily  formed  upon  experi- 
ence, that  events  are  feldom  anfwerable 
to  expedlations ;  when  we  form  to  our- 
felves  a  promiiing  profpe6t,  how  mortify- 
ing is  a  difappcintment — fuch  is  our  pre- 
fent  (ituation ;.  for  after  a  fecond  applica- 
tion of  General  Burgoyne  to  Congrefs, 
to  efFe6l  our  liberty,  in  which  ftate  of 
fufpence  we  have  been  for  a  length  of 
time,  he  has  at  laft  received  a  poiitive  de- 
nial 
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nial  to  his"  repeated  folicitations.  They^ 
have,  however,  on  the  3d  of  laft  March, 
pafied  a  relblve,  that  Lieutenant  Gjeneral 
Burgoyne,  on  account  of  his  ill.  ftate  of 
health,  may  have  leave  to  embark  for  Eng- 
land; and  fhortly  after  this  intelligence, 
he  left  the  army  for  that  purpofe  This 
final  refolution  of  Congrefs,  makes  our 
prefent  fituation  very  trying ;  however,  we 
are  forced  to  be  contented,  for  the  greater 
power  bears  thefway  all  the  world  over. 


\-m-'. 


From  the  converfation  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen  of  the  firft  name  and  property, 
who  were  not  quite  fo  violent  in  their  mea- 
fure  as  a  Hancok  or  an  Adams ;  \  hav^  been 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  none  of  them 
entertain  the  moft  diftant  thought  of  with- 
drawing frpin  our  '  Government  at  the 
commencement  of  hoftiUties,  but  now  they 
have  joined  in  that  ^hereditary  and  fettled 
hatred  wliich  the  New  Englanders  in  ge^ 
neral  ever  entertained  againft  the  conftitu- 

O3  tion 
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tion  of  our  country,  both  in  Church  and 
State,  ever  exclaiming  againft  tyranny  and 
perfecution,  have  aflumed  a  power  un-i 
maiked^  and  are  cruel  infolent  and  perfe- 
cuting ;  cxclufive  of  their  daily  imprifon- 
ing  and  harraffing  the  poor  Loyalifts,  I 
think  the  trial  of  Colonel  Henley  fuffi-r 
ciently  marks  their  charafler. 


M 


I'^-'j 


The  Spring  is  now  far  advanced,  and 
the  country  around  has  a  charming  ap- 
pearance; our  attention  to  the  many 
novelties  that  prefent  themfelves  is  taken 
off  by  the  variety  of  birds,  whofe  plumage 
is  peculiarly  beautiful,  the  moft  remark- 
able are  the  Fire-bird,  Hanging^bird, 
Blue-bird  and  Hummingrbird, 


The  Fire^bird  is  fomewhat  larger  than 
a  fparrow,  and  its  plumage  is  of  a  fine 
deep  yellow,  refembling  a  flame  color,  from 
^h^nqe  it  derives  its  name, 


1 1 
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The  Hanging-bird  is  of  about  the  fame 
fize,  of  a  brilliant  Orange,  with  a  few  black 
feathers  in  the  wing,  which  forms  a  pleaf- 
ing  contraft :  It  appears  as  if  this  bird  was 
fenfible  what  enemies  men,  as  well  as  other 
animals,  are  to  the  young  of  the  feathered 
creation,  for  they  conllru6l  their  nefts  up- 
on the  extremity  of  a  large  bough,  not  in 
the  nature  of  other  birds,  but  fufpended  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  bough, 
refembling  a  hornet's  neftj   on  one  fide 
there  is  a  hole  where  the  birds  enter.     It 
is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  thefe  nefts, 
though  fufpended  near  two  feet  and  a  half 
^from  the  branch  of  the  tree,  and  that  only 
by  five  or  fix  fmall  cords  which  thefe  birds 
make  from  the  loofe  hemp  that  they  pick 
up,   they  are  never  blown  down  by  the 
high  winds.     I  was  prefent  at  the  taking 
of  one  of  thefe  nefts,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  it  could  be  difengaged  from  the 
branch,  without  deftroying  the  whole  neft. 
The  youn§  ones  are  the  moft  tradable  of 
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the  feathered  tribe,  and  in  the  hands  of 
th<^  who  would  beftow  time  and  pains, 
they  might  be  inftru6ted  in  a  variety  of 
little  tricks  and  fancies. 

An  officer,  who  was  ill  and  confined  to 
his  room,  being  a  great  bird-fancier,  had 
a  neft  with  thefe  young  ones  brought  him, 
which  he  amufed  himfelf  with,  and  find- 
ing them  tradable,  he  fed  them  with  flies, 
for  which  they  would  follow  him  all  round 
the  room ;  in  a  fhort  time  he  had  them  in 
fuch  command,  that  they  would  at  his 
defire,  retire  to  their  neft,  and  come  out 
again  either  fingly,  or  all  three  together ; 
one  he  had  fuch  fway  over,  that  he  would 
take  it  into  the  garden,  and  let  it  fly  into 
a  tree,  and  the  inftant  he  called  it,  the 
bird  flew  and  perched  on  his  fhoulder. 

The  Blue-bird  is  of  the  fize,  and  nearly 
as  numerous  as  the  fparrow  5  there  is  no* 
thing  remarkable  about  this  bird  but  its 

plumage. 
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plumage,  which  is  of  the  moft  beautiful 
mazarine,  and  when  the  rays  of  the  Sun 
refleft  on  it,  the  Cv>lor  is  greatly  heightened. 

The  Humming-birds  are  in  great  plenty 
here,  but  not  near  fo  numerous,  as  I  am 

informed,  they  are  to  the  Southward ..i 

This  bird  being  not  only  beautiful,  but 
having  many  peculiarities,  and  being  the 
leaft  of  the  feathered  creation,  not  being 
much  larger  than  an  humble  bee,  you'U 
pardon  my  entering  into  a  full  detail 
of  it. 

The  plumage  of  the  cock  is  beautiful  in 

the  extreme,  varying  into  an  infinity  of 

colour  f  in  one  light  it  is  of  a  lively  green^ 

in  another  a  beautiful  blue,  and  in  another 

a  fine  golden  color:    in  fhoit,    in  every 

ray  of  light  you  can  poffibly  turn  it,  you 

diftinguifh  a  different  tint.     This  little 

creature  fubfifls  upon  the  juice  of  flowers, 

which  it  fucks  up  with  a  long  bill  5  it  is 
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really  diverting  to  fee  it  putting  its  little 
bill  into  every  flower  in  a  circle  -,  as  foon 
as  one  is  fucked,  it  flutters  to  the  next  j 
during  the  fucking  the  juice  out  of  the  t 
flowers  it  never  fettles  on  them,  but  •flut- 
ters continually  like  bees,  and  moves  its 
wings  fo  quick  they  appear  hardly  vifible, 
and  during  this  fluttering  make  a  hum- 
ming noife.     This  bird  is  not  very  fhy, 
but  if  you  attempt  to  feize  it,    flies  off^ 
with  the  fwiftnefs   of  an  arrow.      You 
would  hardly  conceive  how  predominant 
the  paflion  of  envy  is  amongfl:  thefe  little 
creatures ;  if  feveral  of  them  met  on  the 
fame  bed  of  flowers,  they  attack  each  other 
with  fuch  an  impetuofity,  that  they  feem 
as  if  .they  would  pierce  each  other  with 
their  bills.    In  their  combats  they  would 
often  fly  into  a  room  if  a  window  is  open, 
fight  a  little,  and  flutter  away  again ;  they 
not  only  poifefs  the  paflion  of  envy,  but 
anger ;  for  if  they  meet  with  a  flower  that 
is  withered,  or  that  is  withering,  andcQUr- 
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tains  no  more  juice,  thefe  little  creatures, 
in  a  violent  paflion,  pluck  it  off  and  throw 
it  on  the  ground.  I  have  feen  in  large 
gardens,  where  there  has  been  many  beds 
of  flowers,  the  ground  quite  covered  with 
the  effefts  of  their  rage. 


The  Humming-bird  being  fo  exceeding 
fmall,  and  very  difficult  to  catch,  I  was 
greatly  at  a  lofs  to  procure  one  to  fluff 
and  add  to  the  colle6lion  I  am  making  for 
you;  fenfible  that  firing  at  it  with  fhot 
would  fhatter  tha  little  creature  to  atoms, 
I  knew  not  what  method  to  devife  to 
obtain  one,  therefore  confulted  the  inha- 
bitants, who  informed  me,  they  never 
caught  them  unlefs  they  flew  into  a  room 
when  the  window  was  open  -,  for  a  week 
and  upwards  I  fat  in  expe6lation  that 
that  would  happen,  during  which  time 
I  employed  my  thoughts  as  to  fome 
other  mode,  when  it  occurred  to  me, 
if  I  loaded  a  piflol  with  powder,    and 
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put  fome  fine  fand  as  a  charge,  I  thought 
the  great  report  would  either  ftun  them, 
or  the  grains  of  fand  would  beat  them 
down :  and  after  my  patience  was  quite 
cxhaufted  as  to  the  other  mode  of  catching 
them,  I  adopted  my  own,  which  I  found 
fucceeded  to  my  wifli;  for  feeing  one 
alight  upon  a  flower,  I  fired  at  it,  and  it 
fell  with  the  flower,  but  was  not  killed,  only 
ftunned  with  the  report ;  as  fhortly  after 
I  had  taken  it  up,  it  was  near  efcaping ; 
what  makes  me  imagine  it  was  only  ftun- 
ned was,  that  the  grains  of  fand  had  riotr 
hurt  even  its  feathers;  but  to  afeertain 
the  matter,  I  procured  feveral  only  by 
putting  powder  in  the  piftol,  which  fully 
proved  it  was  the  report  that  had  effeft  on 
them. 
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It  is  looked  upon  as  a  great  rarity  in- 
deed, if  the  neft  of  this  little  bird  is  foundy 
and  it  is  merely  accidental,  as  they  are 
only  to  be  met  with  in  fwamps,  when  the 
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trees  are  very  thick  of  foliage.    Having 
procured  the  bird,  I  was  anxious  to  ob- 
tain a  neft,  as  I  no  doubt  imagined  that 
it  was  equally  as  curious  as  the  bird  itfelf, 
but  well  knowing  any  fearch  that  I  could 
make  would  be  in  vain,    I  told  feveral 
-Negroes,  who  where  cutting  wood  in  a 
fwamp,  if  they  found  a  neft  and  fhewed  it 
me  I  wovild  give  them  a  dollar;  accord- 
ingly, one  morning  a  negro  came  and  in- 
formed me  he  ihad  found  onej  I  went  with 
him  into  the  middle  iof  a  large  fwamp,  and 
.  Aopping  juft  by  where  he  had  been  cutting 
ffome  wood^  he  fays,   *^  Mafia,  MafTa,  dere 
CIS  de  neft,"  which  not  being  very  eafdy  dif- 
Jcernedv  he  got  a  Idng  pole  and  pointed  to 
jit,  when; even  then  I  could  not  fee  it,  per- 
-ceiving  nolihing  but.mofs  5  hut  taking  away 
his  p&le:haftily,  he  faid,  "  Maffa,  keep  your 
-eye  dire,  and  you  will  fee  de  old  one;" 
and  {hoitly  after  the  old  one  came  and 
fettled  on  the  neft,  between  the  forks  of  a 
'bough ;  I  afcended  the  tree,  and  was  then 
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as  much  at  a  lofs  to  find  it  till  the  negro 
pointed  to  it,  and  I  faw  the  old  oiie  on  the 
neft :  upon  my  approach  Ihe  flew  ofF>  and 
kept  hovering  and  humming  about  my 
head.  In  the  neft  there  were  two  eggs  ;  I 
cut  off  the  branch  the  neft  was  on,  and 
defcended  the  tree,  but  coming  down  the 
main  ft  em,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  drop 
one  of  the  eggs  out  of  the  neft,  as  I  was 
obliged  to  bring  the  branch  it  was  on  in 
my  mouth,  and  although  the  negro  and 
myfelf  fearched  for  it  near  an  houi*,  we 
could  not  find  it  5  I  cannot  but  fay  I  was 
heartily  vexed,  as  the  eggs  are  the  greateft 
curiofity :  it  is  rather  fortunate  I  have  one 
left  to  fend  you,  otherwife  y6u  would 
fcarcely  credit  it,  when  I  tell  you,  that 
although  the  bird,  which,  as  I  before  men- 
tioned, is  not  much  larger  than  ajh  humble 
bee,    the  eggs   are   nearly  as   large  as  a 
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Upon  an  examination  of  the  nefV,  I  was 
not  furprized  at  my  difcerning  it  with  diffi- 
culty from  the  other  mofs  that  grew  on  the 
tree,  for  the  outfide  has  a  coating  of  green 
mofs,  fuch  as  is  commonly  on  old  pales,  en- 
clofures,  and  old  trees ;  the  neft,  as  well 
as  the  bird,  is  the  leaft  of  all  others ;  that 
which  I  have  taken  is  round,  and  the  in- 
fide  is  of  a  brown  and  quite  foft  down, 
which  feems  to  have  been  collected  from 
the  flem^  of  the  fumach,  which  are  cover- 
ed with  a  foft  wool  of  this  color,  and  the 
pUnt  grows  in  great  abundance  here  ;  the 
innei:  diameter  of  tlie  neft  is  hardly  a 
geonietricdl  inch  at  the  top,  and  the  depth 
fcarceiy  half  an  inch.  I  have  taken  pecu- 
liar care  of  it,  as  well  as  the  neft  of  the 
Hanging-bird,  and  (hall  fend  them  by  the 
firft  opportunity,  and  am  fure  you  will 
join  with  me  in  the  adoration  of  that  Be- 
ing, who  has  endowed  thefe  creatures  with 
fuch  natural  inftin6l,  to  guard  againft  the 
wiles  of  man  and  other  enemies  :  but  what 
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creature  is  there  citlicr  ofFcnfive,  or 
inoffenfive,  but  fome  of  its  fpecies  has 
fallen  a  vi6tim  to  the  rapacious  hand  of 


man. 


A  few  days  fince,  walking  out  with  fomc 
officers,  we  flopped  at  a  houfe  to  purchafe 
vegetables,  whilfl  the  other  officeis  were 
bargaining  with  the  woman  of  the  houfe, 
1  obferved  an  elderly  woman  fitting  by  the 
-fire,  who  was  continually  eyeing  us,  and 
every  now  and  then  fhedding  a  tear.  Juft 
as  we  were  quitting  the  houfe  fhc  got  up, 
and  burfting  into  te^rs,  faid,  "Gentle- 
men, will  you  let  a  poor  diftra6led  womaii 
fpeak  a  word  to  you  before  you  go  ?**  Wc, 
:as  you  mufl  naturally  imagine,  were  aU 
aflonifhed,  and  upon  enquiring  what  fhc 
wanted,  with  the  mofl  poignant  grief  and 
fobbing  as  if  her  heart  was  on  the  point 
of  breaking,  alked  if  any  of  us  knew  her 
fon,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hu- 
3)erton,  a  Colonel  Francis.     Several  of  us 
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mformed  her,  that  we  had  ieen  him  after 
he  was  dead.  She  then  enquired  about  his 
pocket-book,  and  if  any  of  his  papers  were 
iafe,  as  Tome  related  to  his  eftates,  and  if 
any  of  the  foldiers  had  got  liis  watch;  if 
(he  could  but  obtain  that  in  remembrance 
of  her  dear,  dear  Ton,  (he  (hould  be  happy. 
Captain  Fergufon,  of  our  regiment,  who 
was  of  the  party,  toki  her,  as  to  the  Co- 
lonel's ps^ers  and  pocket-book,  he  was 
fearful  they  were  either  ioft  or  deftroyed  $ 
but  pulling  a  watch  £rom  his  fob,  iaid, 
*<  There,  ^ood  woman,  if  that  can  make 
"  you  happy,  take  it,  and  God  bkfi  you/' 
We  were  all  much  furprized,  as  unac* 
quainted,  as  he  had  made  a  purchafe  of  at 
from  a  drum-boy.  On  feeing  it,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  deicribe  the  joy  and  grief  that  was 
depi6bed  in  her  countenance ;  I  never  in  aU 
my  life,  beheld  fuch  a  ftrength  of  pafTion ; 
fhe  kiifed  it,  looked  unutterable  gratitude 
at  Captain  Fergufon,  theif  kified  it  agsdn; 
her  feelings  were  inexpreflible,  (he  knew 
Vol.  n.  P  not 
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not  how  to  exprefs  or  (hevV  them;  fhe 
would  repay  his  kindnefs  by  kindnefs,  but 
could  only  fob  her  thanks;  our  feelings 
were  lift>?d  up  to  an  inexpreffible  height ; 
we  promifed  to  fearch  afteir  the  papers, 
and  I  believe,  at  that  moment,  could  have 
hazarded  life  itfelf  to  procure  them.  * 


You  know,;  I  ever  had  an  averfion  to  tea, 
as  being  highly  detrimental  to  the  ftomach, 
and  always  made  ufe  of  fame  fubftitute,  I 
have  now  adopted  one,  which  the  inhabi-; 
tants  make  ufe  of,  ever  iince  they  made 
a  virtue  contrary  to  their  inclinations,  of 
not  drinking  tea  at  the  time  of  the  Bofton 
Port  Bill,  which  is  the  flowers  that  grow 
upon  the  faflafras  tree  ;  as  to  the  efficacy 
of  the  root,  of  this  tree,  in  all  fcorbutic 
cafes,  it  is  well  known,  I  therefore  conceive 
the  flo>''ers  mui\  have  more  virtue;  the 
flavor  that  ihey  produce  is  extremely  deli- 
cious, greatly  refembling  that  of  a  peach ; 

the 
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the  faffafras  trees  grow  in  abundance,  they 
are  fcattered  on  the  borders  of  the  woods 
and  near  bufhes  and  inclofures ;  and  are 
generally  one  of  the  firft  trees  that  fpring 
up  on  uncultivated  ground  i  the  tows  are 
extremely  greedy  after  the  fhoots  of  the 
tree,  and  fearch  for  them  every  where  j  if 
they  are  in  an  enclofure  the  cattle  will 
knock  down  the  fence  to  get  at  themj  the 
women  make  ufe  of  the  bark  for  dying 
worded,  which  produces  a  beautifild  orange 
that  does  not  f ade  iii  the  fun.  >     ' 


no. 


In  the  beginning  of  this  letter  I  men- 
tioned that  General  Burgoyne  is  failed 
for  England.  No  doubt,  on  his  arrival, 
his  enemies  will  be  attacking  him  in 
all  quarters,  do  not  you  be  led  away 
with  the  general  voice  and  follow  a  m>fled 
faction,  the  General,  in  every  lituation 
of  danger  and  difficulty,  ever  had  the  con- 
fidence of  the  army;    even  in  the  late 
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Tcctnt  afFmr  of  Coteiel  Hcnky's,  they 
werepciffefidy  fatisfiekl^ithiife  efforts  and 
cxeitiofns:  to  pfocufe  them  redrefsj  liiany 
ill-miitded  and;tiiMicioiis  pafons  Will  afTert 
'dsat  heiias' foughthis  o^nes&  and  comfort 
-fltid  Ifioi^fyeen  hisrdifttlefred  army :  in  that 
ireipcfl:'!  can  with  !die  utmoft  confidence 
laifertjithat  iieitfier  fafficer  or  foldier  ex- 
tpfteflbd  difTstlsffidion  ^t  his  riturn  to 
^^nd^  &  ifiir  from  it,  it  was.thrir  wi{h 
'hei^ioiydigo  to  Enropeto  jtiiiify  his  own 
and  their  condii£L  He Jias  tfhured  at  all 
times  the  dangers  and  afflidlions  in  com- 
inon;  with  every  Toldier;  they  hfok  'on  him 
ks  their  friend,  and  ivotdd  reoei^^  him  in 
^fon,  or  any  accoimfs  of  hirtivvlth.  marled 
bf  al&6tion  J  and  wifliing  you  riiay  be  im- 
prelfed  with  thofe  ideas,  arid  JwMrit  foifth 
4gairt(Vall  calumraators,.  Iremmn 


yours,  &e. 


L  E  T- 
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iitj^i  ijju.', ' 


L   E   T   T   E  R       LYii 


..If 
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Myjiic,  in  Ntnn  Engltftid, 
May'2(Sth,  1778. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

'T^HB  intentions  of  Q)ng*'efs>  ?fe  yery 
4:;  apparent  astPiOur de^en^ipii as pri- 
(bner^,  no  doubt  as  hofiages,  in  caje  of> 
failure  to  the  Southward  the  enfjiipg  cam- 
paign^  and'  a,pprjehenfiye:  that  fewift  divi^- 
iion,  may  be  n>^  near  Bpftonj.  JS^  that. 
ourXoldiers  might  either  be  retea^d,  or 
efcape  to  any  aripy  th^t:  n>ay  n^e  a  landr . 
ing.  The  Council  of  Boftqjn,  under  pre-; 
tence  that  the  troops  would  fare  better,; 
removed  the  firft  brigade  of  the  Britifh,, 
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confiding  of  the  artillery,  advanced  corps, 
and  ninth  regiment,  on  the  1 5th  of  laft 
month  from  Profpeft  Hill,  to  a  place 
called  Rutland,  fifty-five  miles  further  up 
the  country,  at  which  place  they  are  to 
flay  till  further  orders  from  Congrefs  j 
the  refl  of  the  Britiih  troops  are  fhortly  to 
follow*}  as  to  the  Germans,  the  Americans 
look  upon  them  fo  tame  and  fuhmiflive, 
that  they  are  to  remain  at  their  old  quai- 
ters,  on  Winter  Hill, 


-:  By  an  officer  who  came  from  Rutland, 
we  learn,  that  the  firfl  brigade  arrived 
there  the  17th,  about  two  o'clock  5  the 
men  were  fcnt  to  barracks  that  were 
picketed  in  with  pickets  near  twenty  feet 
high,  and  had  been  treated  with  great 
feverity,  very  badly  fuppUed  with  provi- 
ftons,  an^  denied  to  go  out  for  any  thing 
amongfl  the  inhabitants.  The  officers 
with  great  difficulty  obtained  quarters  in 
the  neighbouring  houfes,  and  thofe  at  a 
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confideraible  diftance  from  each  other.  It 
happened  rather  fortunately  for  the  troops, 
that  a  veflel  under  a  flag  of  truce  arrived 
with  fome  ncceflaries  juft  before  the/ 
inarched,  otherwife  the  men  would  have 
been  in  a  wretched  ftate. 

We  do  not  fo  readily  procure  neceflaries 
from  the  country  people  as  we  were  ac- 
cuftomed,  having  only  Congrefs  money 
to  pay  them  for  their  commodities, 
for  they  entertain  little  opinion  as  to 
its  taluci  and  I  am  induced  to  think 
'that  the  earned  civility  and  defire  to 
•oblige,  which  they  firft  fliewed  us,  pro- 
ceeded from  no  other  motive,  than  that 
they  ihould  receive  hard  money  in  pay- 
.tnent  for  their  goods.      . 

.      •  (J  TijC  _        ^     ■'..':   ^ 

The  trees  are  now  in  full  blolTom,  and 
aiy  every  houfe  has  an  orchard  adjoining, 
the  country  looks  quite  beautiful  j  upcm 
enquiry  of  the  inhabitants,  I  findmoft  of 
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the  European  fruits  haye  degenerated  in 
New  En^and,  except  the  apple,  which  it 
Is  faid,  if  it  has  not  improved,  it  has 
ttiukiplied  exceedingly.  I  am  the  nlore 
Induced  to  credit  this,  as  the  ufe  of  cyder 
is  more  common  here,  than  in  any  other 
part,  of  the  world.    Moft  of  our  roots  and 

'  garden-ftufFs  have  had  good  fuccefs,  but 
the  feeds,  either  for  want  of  proper  care, 
or  the  methods  of  preferving  them,  do 
not  thrive  fo  well  j  wheat  is  apt  tp  be 
blighted,  biarley  grows  dry,  and  oats  yield 
tnore  flraW  than  gr^n ; :  but  to  fupply 
thefe  defefts,  the  maize,  or  Indian  com, 
thrives  exfceeding  well,  which  i^  their  grand 
iltaple  Commodity,  that  fupplies  both 
•thtmfb^ves  and  t:attle :  as  to  Indian  corn, 
it  is  now  fo  generally  known  in  England, 
I  fhall  not  tire  your  patience  with  a  long 

^defcriptibn  of  it ;  but  only  d>ierve,  that 
wcjce  the  heat  more  predominant  in  the 
fitnnner  months  in  England,   I  think  it 

'  might  e^ily  be  rai&dj  its  grain  is  certainly 
:!r  .'.'.  the 
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^^the  heartielV,  and  mdft  flrengthenii^  food 
for  cattle  and  poultry,    and  gives  th^ 
meat  a  firmne&  and  exquifite  flavor.    I' 
am  averfc  to  feeding  horfes  with  it,  for  it 
makes  them  fo  liable  to  founder.    A  few 
4ays  ago  I  faw.  an  inflance  of  its  pemiciv 
ous  eiFe6ls  at  an  ordinary,  where  a  man, 
being  in  liquor,  and  had  rode  hard,  and 
his  horfe  exceedingly  heated,  would  infilb 
oi^  its  being  fed-^— the  poor  creature  eat 
his  meal  very  heartily,  and  in  aboiittwo 
hours  after  was  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  alt 
his  limbs,  and  lay  on  the  ground  trembling 
and  (baking  every  nerve  j  the  only  remedy 
that  could  be  applied,  was  to  take  off  his 
flioes,  and  drag  him  into  a  wet  fwamp, 
and  it  was  near  four  days  before  the  crea- 
ture could  lland  on  its  legs,  and  then  it 
walked  very  crippled  j  it  grieved  me  nwch 
as  it  was  a  very  fine  blood  horfe,  that  the 
owner  had  lately  got  from  Virginia,  which 
^ier    widely    from    the   New  England 
horfes ;  for  they,  of  all  the  various  breeds 
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of  that  noble  animal,   certainly  are  tlic 
moft  peculiar  and  diabolical  to  ride ;  the 
horfes  in  general  have  a  pretty  good  head 
and  neck,  and  from  that  to  their  rump, 
they  fall  off  furprifmgly;    they  are  all, 
witliout  an    exception,   what  is  termed 
amongft  jockies,  goofe-rumped  and  cat- 
hamd  y  in  a  natural  pace  they  will  (hufRe 
on  for  dght  or  nine  miles  an  hour ;  it  is 
not  that  eafy  kind  of  pacing  that  is  taught 
ladies  horfes,  but  an  unaccountable  wrig* 
gling  gait,  that  till  you  are  accuflomed  to 
it,  you  are  more  fatigued  in  riding  two 
miles,  than  a  whole  day*s  fox-chacej  in 
ihort,  you  cannot  poflibly  form  ajuft  idea 
of  it,  unlefs  you  were  mounted  on  a  New- 
England  Rofmante,  which  title,  theyjuilly 
merit,  for  I  affure  you,  tliey  are  veiy  much 
a  la  ^ixote;  and  to  meet  a  New-Eng- 
lander  ridinjg  in  the  woods  with  his  blaz^ 
ing  iron  (the  term  they  give  to  a  muiket 
or  gun)  you  might  miftake  him  for  the 
koight  of  the  Woeful  Countenance  -,  their 
..J  horfes 
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iiorfes  are  of  a  very  (lender  make,  aiid  not 
over  fat,  with  a  long  fwitch  tail  and  mane 
down  to  the  horfe's  knees ;  for  I  fhould 
©bfervc  to  you,  they  never  cut  either,  then 
the  mafter,  with  his  long- legs,  beftrides  it, 
which  are  in  flirrupi- that  the  toe  can  but 
juft  reach  ;  then  his  upright  pofition,  with 
his  long  lailk  vifage,  and  on  his  hecLd  an 
old  grizely  caxbnand  a  large  flapped  hat, 
with  his  faddle^bags  behind,  and  provifion- 
bags  before,  and  his  blazing-iron  on  his 
flioulder  5  picture  to  yourfelf  a  man  thus 
mounted,  of  fuchan  o«/r/ appearance,  and 
forbear  to  laugh  if  you  can. 


m:i 


Exclufive  of  Indian  corn,  the  inhabi- 
tants plant  great  quantities  of  fquafhesj 
which  is  a  fpecies  of  pumpions  or  melons  • 
the  feed  of  it,  when  imported  from 
Europe,  by  the  firft  fettlcrs,  has  ever 
fince  been  cultivated  with  affiduity,  and 
found  to  thrive  much  better  tlian  in  Eu- 
rope j   the  fruit  has  an  agreeiable  tafte, 
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made  uTe  of  at  uMc  as  a  vegetable^  an4 
drefl9<t  ^  tyrnep^,  .  > 

The  foil  of  New-£nglan4  is  various, 
but;  I  oi^fqrved  it  was^  J;noce  grofilic  to^ 
v^ards  the  Southward  ^  there  are  excellent 
ineadoiw^  in  the  U^  grouiKU^  and  good 
pafture  almpfc  eyeiy  where},  their  beft 
^pi^uead^ws  will  yield  Bk9^%  a  ton  of  hay  hf 
the  acre  $  fome  will  produce  two,  but  tha^ 
|s  what  is  tinned  timothy  hay,  which  is 
irank  and  four.  The  country,  as  I  b^forq 
ob&rved,  is  not  favorable  tp  any  grauj^ 
except  the  Indian  com;  the  cattle  i^, 
New-England  are  very  numerous,  and 
fome  of  thpm  very  larg«;  hogs  are  like- 
wile  in  ^eat  abundance,  and  particularly^ 
excellent,  being  fattened  upon  the  Indian 
com,  and  fome  fo  large  as  to  weigh 
twenty-five  fcore. 

We  have  of  late  been  greatly  amufed  in 
catching  of  ell-wiyes,  or  ak-wives,  a  ip^ 

cies 
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x:ie8  of  fifli,  greatly  rfrfbmbUng  ahern  ig, 

both  as  to  make  aad  flavor,  but  ibmewbat 

fmaller.^'  they  come  up  all  Ihe  Creeks  and 

inlets  frokh  the  fearat  thb  feafon^o  '^awn» 

tfloattng  in  Wiith  tlie  tide  m  large  ihods, 

'aitd^juroceedmg  las  far  as  they  can  for  fre(k 

t^a^;/v^h(Sn(the  tide  is  goihg  bu^:  they 

rfemm,  at  yw?hi<Jh  lime  they  are  cau§^t  b|r 

'fnean^  of  hets  faftened  round  a  hdop,  anil 

affixed  to  a  ioiig  fiok;  the  nets  aite  very 

de^,  *at)d  tkt  10IW  liaul/you  'may  f  atch  two 

^rthleedo^n..  lit, /iBr part  of  tM  traiffiq 

of  the  iiiihabittmt3|r«yh&^  fait  than  dpwn, 

(and  banrd^tlifciSi  for  the  Weft-fedi^*^'^.  i  » 

I  need  aiot  tell  ypu  of  a  reftkf^  c^fpofi^ 
•tipn  w^:BngUfli:weaf,  and  tl^at;^emuft 
berapi^^edon  firniethin^gt  fitufited  as  we 
4£e>  lyi^i^QUt  hooks,  new^apersy  or  any 
pth^r;  ^nittfement:  fome  pfficm,  who 
came  from  thc,W^  of  England,,  have  in- 
;^tu^^  the  divecfionofiighting^of  cocks  i 
fQrn>yrOwn part)  ypu  l^i^tow,  levcf  eftecm- 
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it  a  barbarous  cuftoni,  and  ii  difgrace 
to  our  nation,  and  cannot  but  fay  I  was 
a  Httlcpleared  at  a  reprimand  that  feme 
ofHcci?s  toct  with  from  an  old  wotnan, 
to  whom  they  had"  applied  for  a  couple 
fof  fine  birds  that  were  in  the  yard,  (he 
enquired  "if  they  Were  t6  fight,  oi*  to 
kill  for  eating  -,  being  told  the  former,  (he 
in  a  jfiiofl  violent  rage  iMidaimed,  "  I  fwear 
"  nfow  you  (hall  have  ifeither  ?)f  them  5  I 
•*  (wear  now  I  n<v4r  faw  any  thing  fo 
•^  l^lbodthii^y '  asf  yiuj  tfiritonidns  ^be-j  if 
"  you  cari-H  be  figliiifig^nd  icuttirig  other 
«*  peopl^*^*hroat»,  you  mud  be  fitting  two 
"  harmlefs  creatures  to  kill  one  another  j 
**  G6-tilon|f^  goi-lhayt  hfliardijof  )four 
"  cruel  doiiigs  « cW^^twwn-  (th^  placfe 
*'  wh^reth^^cock^  ftmg^y  cdttiptj^i6ff  the 
'*  feathers;  and  tlie  potti*  cr^a^^H^i'comb 
«'  ahd^gillsi  iind  {kitting  <$rt  itm  tW^ 
^*  upon-  th^ir  legs  i^gfo'itlingi  ^l^'fkf."  ^ 
.could  not.  help  latigfiihg '  to  kt-  tiieitt^  *  ik- 
cah^fi  iii^l^fte,  9^  iM  6M  ivv^'fi^afi "  Had 
worked  herfelf  into  fuch  a  paffion,  that 

they 
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they  expelled  flic  would  have  flruck  them 
with  her  crutch,  which  flie  lifted  up  to  give 
the  greater  energy  to  her  language.  This 
is  the  only  inftance  in  my  memory,  that 
can  refie6l  credit  on  American  hunianity. 


lAii 


New-England  produces  very  good  tim- 
ber, the  woods  and  fwamps  abounding 
with  oak,  elm,  afli,  cypreis,  pine,  chefhut, 
walnut,  cedar,  aftnn,  beach,  fir,  faiTafras, 
and  fumach,  with  all  other  kind  of  trees 
that  grow  in  England  ^  the  firs  are  of  an 
extraordinary  growth,  for  mafts,  yards  amd 
plankis ;  the  fumach.  is  much  ufed  by  the 
tanners  and  dyers,  and  the  cedar  prcxiuces 
fweet  gums,  befides  being  extremely  ufe- 
ful  in  making  (hingles  for  coverings  to 
their  dwellings,  as  being  the  moft  durable^ 
and  leaft  injured  by  the  weather  -,  but  the 
treafure  and  glory  of  the  woods  arc  the 
monarch  oak,  the  fprucc,  and  fir  trees, 
which  are  in  fuch  abundance,  that,  the 
navy  of  England  might  be  fupplied  with 
all  forts  of  naval  (lores  at  a  cheaper  rate 
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than  from  the  Baltic;  and  it  is  on  this 
account  that  they  build  more  ftiips  in  this 
jwovincc,  than  all  the  other  parts  of  Ame- 
rica; and  they  have  the  r^utation  of  be- 
ing very  weU  biult  and  ftrang ;  to  this 
ftrength  is  cliiefly  imputed  their  being 
fuch  bad  failing  veffels. 


I  \  r  •  ♦  ffk 


.;v  f 
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,i  To  Europeans,  the  noife  of  the  frogs, 
of  whidi  there  arc  vaft  numbers,  and  of 
various  fpiBcies,*  is  at  iirft  very  alarming, 
and  till  accuftomed,  you  are  at  a  lofs  to 
tnnke  out  from  iwhence  fach  a  hideous 
noife  piroccedsy  there  are  thirty  different 
voices  among  them,  feme  of  which  refcm- 
ble  the  bellowing  of  ia  hull.  In  forder  that 
you  may  conceive  ho-y  numerous  they  are 
all  over  the  corttinenti  as  likewife  how 
clamorous,  I  fliali  teiate:  a  circumftance 
which  has  been  told  me,  and  voudved  for 
an  abfolute  fa£t  by  the  perfon  who  re- 
latedit.  • 

1  One 
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One  Summer  night,  in  the  month  of 
July,  1758,  the  town  of  Windham,  which 
ilands  on  the  borders  of  Winnomantic 
River,  in  Conne6ticut,  was  greatly  alarm- 
ed by  a  number  of  thefe  reptiles  which  were 
marching,  or  rather  hopping  in  a  body, 
from  an  artificial  pond,  near  three  miles 
fquare,  that,  by  the  exceeding  heat  of 
the  weather  was  dried  up.  This  pond 
was  about  five  miles  from  Windham, 
in  their  way  to  the  Winnomantic,  were 
under  the  neceflity  of  keeping  the  road 
that  led  through  the  town ;  they  entere4 
about  midnight  5  the  bull-frog,  as  being 
the  mofl  powerful,  in  the  front,  the  reft 
following  5  they  were  fo  exceedingly  nu- 
merous, that  they  were  fome  hours  pafling 
through,  and  for  want  of  water  unufually 
clamorous.  The  inhabitants  were  great- 
ly terrified,  and  fled  fron*  their  beds  naked, 
near  half  a  mile,  imagining  it  was  the 
French  and  Indians  5  the  men,  after  a  little 
recolle6lion,  finding  no  enemy  in  purfuit. 
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hiultefed  cqiirage  to  return  ;  when  they 
came  hear  the  town,  tfiey  imagined  they 
diftinftly  heard  the  vvor<is  JVight^  Helder- 
h'hy  Diery  I'ete^  which  refembles  the  noife 
they  make,  and  in  their  fright  they 
thought  the  laft  word  meant  treaty^  when 
three  of  them,  in  their  fliirts,  approached 
to  treat  with  the  General  of  the  French 
and  Indians ;  but  beiilg  daik,  and  no  an- 
fwer  given,  their  terrors  were  greatly  en- 
creafed,/ahd  they  were  diftra6ted  between 
liopc  arid  fear ;  at  length  day  appearing, 
they  wei'e'eafed  from  all  their  anxiety,  by 
difcovering  that  this  terrific  eriemy  was  an 
army  of  frogs,  dying  with  thirft,  going  to 
ttie  river  for  a  little  water.  The  people 
of  Windham  have  ever  finCe  been  laughed 
at  for  their  timidity  by  the  New-Eng- 
landers  j  but  I  really  believe,  in  a  fimilar 
fituation,  thcfe  Yankees  Wbuld  not  have 
felt  themfelves  much  bolder.  '• 


At 


'MTftOtrGH    AMERICA* 


227 


At  this  feafon  of  the  year,  every  night 
you  are  furrounded  withmufic,  n()t  the 
mofl-  harmonic,  from  frogs,   bulUfrogs, 
hooping'-owls,  and  the^/>///^r  to///,  abicd 
fo  named  by  its  no6turnal  fong,  beinga  coit- 
ftaiit  repetition  oi  njohipper  will -,  it  is  alfo 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Pe/^,  by  fedbn 
of  its  making  a  noife  refcmbling  that  vrordj 
when  it  alights  upon  a  tree  or  fence.    I 
have  endeavoured  feveral  times  to  ifhoot 
one,  but  owing  to  its  being  dark,  ^and 
their  flying  fo  exceedingly  fwift,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  kill .   ^  By^ the  infbrma-* 
tion    I  have  gathered   from  the  mha^* 
bitants,  I  find  it  is  about  the  fize  of  a 
cuckow,  with  a  fhort  beak,  long  add  nar- 
row wings,  a  large  head,  and  mouth  enor- 
lOQUs,    what  is   remarkable,  it  is  not  a 
bird  of  prey;  under. the  throat  there  is 
a  kind  of  (kin  which  it  can  expand,  ( and 
fill  with  air  at  pleafure,  and  that  enables 
it   to   make  the  noife  which  refembles 

Q^  the 


'•■ji 


m'  ;f 


228 


INTERIOR     TRAVELS 


the  word  Pope.  From  this  defcription,  I 
conceive  it  to  be  a  Mufquito  hawk, 
abundance  of  which  are  to  be  feen  in  the 
day  time;  I  accordingly  fhot  one,  and 
found  it  exa6lly  correfpond  to  the  defciip- 
tion  of  the  other,  only  I  could  not  per- 
ceive that  loofe  fkin  under  its  throat ;  I 
rather  think  that  circumftance  is  ima- 
ginary, and  am  apt  to  conclude,  that  the 
Mufquito  hawk  and  whipper-will  are  the 
fame  bird. 


I  ami  forry  to  inform  you  that  the  Ame- 
ricans are  too  fuccefsful  in  enticing  our 
foldiers  to  defert;  a  few  days  fmce  the 
whole  band  of  the  iixty-fecond  regiment, 
excepting  the  Mafter,  deferted  in  a  body, 
and  are  now  playing  to  an  American  regi- 
ment in  Bofton.  The  temptations  held  out 
to  our  foldiery  are  very  great,  and  it  mull 
be  a  Corporal  Reeves,  and  fuch  as  poflefs 
his  principlea  who  can  withftand    hem; 

think 
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think  how  far  it  muft  operate  on  a  foldier*s 
mind,  that  by  defertion  he  fhall  be  free 
and  prote6led,  allowed  to  follow  his  trade, 
or  if  he  enters  their  army,  obtain  a  com- 
miflion  5  there  is  now  a  Major  Brown,  who 
has  fome  poft  in  the  fupplies  of  provifions, 
he  was  a  private,  and  deferted  from  the 
forty-feventh  regiment,  at  the  battle  of 
Lexington  and  Concord.  The  fellow,  con- 
fcious  of  his  bafenefs,  when  he  meets  an 
officer  of  that  regiment,  rides  haftily  away, 
but  you  muft  allow  it  is  rather  grating  to 
be  in  the  power  and  under  the  command 
of  fuch  a  villain.  You  will  be  pleafed  with 
a  noble  and  animated  faying  of  a  little 
drum-boy,  not  ten  years  old  :  this  boy's 
father,  who  belonged  to  our  regiment, 
fome  time  lince  deferted  into  Bofton,  and 
has  been  as  nigh  as  he  could  venture  with 
fafety  to  our  barracks,  to  entice  or  feize 
his  fon,  and  take  him  with  him  5  but  find 
ing  it  in  vain  he  fent  an  American  to  cn- 
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treat  hiin  to  go  to  his  father,  when  the 
little  fdlow  replied,  "  No ;  tell  *  my  fa- 
"  ther,  if  he  is  fuch  a  rafcal  as  to  defert 
**  his  King,  and  country,  his  fon  won*t  j 
^*  he  has  fed  at  thseir  expence,  and  will  die 
f'  UL  their  fervice,"    I  reniain 


Yoyir's,  &c^ 
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Mjijii:»  in  New  Ejtgland, 
Sept.  10,  1778. 


MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 

XTOU;  muft  not  be  furprizpji.  if  you 
j|^  hear  of  a  maflacre;  bloody  pur- 
pofes  are  apparent  fince  my  l^fl;,  tljiree 
men  have  been  fired  at,  one  of  whom  was 
wounded,  but  the  moft  melancholy  cataf- 
trophe  is  the  djcath  of  Lieutenant  Brown, 
of  the  tweoty-firft  regiment,  who  was  ihot 
dead  in  ^  chaife,  as  he  was  condudlmj: 
two  females  from  the  barracks.  The  cen- 
^n^J,  wliQ  ffept  him  was  a  little  boy,  fcarce 
fourteen,  vyho  called  out  to  him  \o  ftop, 

qJ^  *'        but 
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but  the  horfes  being  headftrong,  he  could 
not,  and  putting  his  head  out  of  the 
chaife  to  inform  him  fo,  the  little  rafcal  in 
an  inftant  levelled  his  piece  and  (hot  him 
through  the  head.  Had  it  not  been  for  a 
few  of  our  officers  who  happened  to  be 
on  the  fpot,  and  the  great  difcipline  of  our 
men,  the  boy  would  have  fallen  an  inftant 
facrifice  5  as  it  was,  notwithftandihg  the 
prefence  of  our  officers,  the  men  could 
fcarce  be  reftrained  from  feizing  the  boy 
from  the  American  guard.  By  this  fad 
accident  fell  a  brave  young  man,  who  had 
iignalized  himfelf  during  the  campaign, 
and  who,  had  he  lived,  would  have  been 
an  ornament  to  his  profeffion. 

When  the  matter  was  reported  to  Ge- 
neral PUllips,  he  inftantly  wrote  the  foU 
lowing  letter  to  General  Heath :         -^^r-» 


*'  Murder  and  Death    has   at  length 
taken  place  -,  as  to  juftice  I  do  not  a(k 
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«*  it,  every  j)rinciple  of  it  has  long  forfaken 
**  thefe  provinces,  I  only  requeft  that  an 
*'  officer  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  the 

Head  Quarters  of  General  Wafhington^ 

to  lay  the  affair  before  him." 


<c 


To  this  letter  the  General  received  no 
anfwer,  but  an  order  came  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  American  troops, 
to  put  General  Phillips  under  an  arreft, 
and  to  confine  him  to  his  houfe  and  gar- 
den; he  was  accordingly  laid  under  an 
arreft,  and  his  houfe  and  garden  is  fur- 
rounded  by  centinels.  " 

'  A  few  days  after  the  above  melancholy 
event,  permiffion  being  obtained,  the  re- 
mains of  poor  Brown  were  interred  in  the 
church  at  Cambridge  5  all  the  officers 
at  Cambridge  and  the  environs  at- 
tended, a  moft  mournful  fight !  you  can 
eafily  paint  to  your  imagination  what  our 
feelings  muft  have  been  at  the  time,  for  the 

lofs 
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lofs  of  a  young  man  njiivqrfally  refpcfledt 
ertecmed,  beloved,  2^}^d  the  refle(5tion,  we 
kne\y  not  how  foon  it  might  be  our  own 
fate  J  for  in  the  hands  of  fuch  wretches, 
our  lives  are  very  precarious,  and  pf  littlq 
value. 

I  cannot  pafs  over  the  littlenefs  of  mind, 
and  the  pitiful  refentment  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, in  a  very  trifling  circumftance,  dur- 
ing the  tim^  the  fervice  was  performing 
over  the  body,  the  Americans  fejzed  the 
opportunity  of  the  churcl;i,  being  opi^n, 
which  had  been  Ihut;  Cpce  ^he  com- 
mencement of  hoflilities,  to  plunder,  ran- 
fack  and  deface  every  thing  they  could  lay 
their  hands  on,  deftroying  the  pulpit, 
reading-delk  and  <;ojcnmunion-table,  and 
afcending  the  organ,  loft,  deftroyed  the 
bellows  and  broke  al^  the  pipes  of  a  very 
handfome  inftrument, 

I 

Altl^Wgh 
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Although,  (as  General  Philips  obferved 
in  his  letter,  arid  which  I  am  induced  to, 
believe,  is  the  real  fttuation  of  affairs  it^ 
thcfe  provinces)  every  principle  of  juf»- 
tice  bad  fled  from,  them,  ilill  tlie  Ame-. 
ricans  w^re  not  io  daring  as  to  overlool^ 
fuel?,  au  atrocious  crime  without  fome  ap- 
peal to  juftice,  were  it  only  to  deceive  the 
populace  with  an  appearance  of  it,  aiicjj 
tjliereforc  ordered  a  General  Court-majtial 
oi^  tl^e  boy  who  fhot  Lieutenant  Brown, 
ihc  judgment  of  which  was  fent  by  Ge- 
iieral;  Heath  to  General  Phillips,  that  he 
might  give  it  in  orders  to  the  Bptifli 
troop3,  which  was  as  follows :  "  The  Ge- 
*'  neral  Court-maitial  that  fat  upon  the 
«*  trial  of  an  American  centinel,  for  flioot- 
**  ing  Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  twenty- 
«*  firft  regin>ent,  acquit  the  faid  cei;itinel, 
*^  having  done  his  d^ty  ^s  a  good  foldier.'* 

Jriifvilts  are  not  only  fliewn  to  the  officers 
and   fojdiers    remaining    at    Cambridge, 

but 
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but  if  poffible,  they  are  treated  worfe  at 
Rutland.  As  Mr.  Bowen,  the  furgeon  to 
the  ninth  regiment,  Lieutenant  Toriano, 
of  the  twentieth  regiment,  and  Lieutenant 
Houghton,  of  the  fifty-third  regiment, 
wei*e  taking  an  evening's  walk,  they  were 
met  by  an  inhabitant,  who,  from  his  office 
of  Seledl  Man  (thefe  are  a  kind  of  overfeers 
to  their  meeting-houfes,  who  regulate  the' 
affairs  of  the  parifh,  and  report  perfons 
for  non-attendance  at  worfhip,  com-' 
pelling  thofe  walking  in  the  ftreets,  or 
travellers,  on  a  Sunday,  to  go  to  fome  place 
of  worfhip;  they  are  very  confequential 
perfons,  and  very  ofF.cious)  derived  no 
fmall  authority,  and  who  had  on  every 
occafion  diflinguifhed  himfelf  for  his  in- 
folence  and  perfecution  of  the  prifoners  of 
wary  as  well  as  the  unfortunate  friends  of 
Government,  who  had  remdned  in  that 
part  of  the  country  j  this  man  of  confe- 
quence  charged  thofe  gentlemen  with  hav- 
ing trelpaffed  on  his  property,  and  before 

they 
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they  could  explain  that  tluy  had  not  been 
off  what  they  confidercd  as  the  high  road, 
he,  in  a  moft  menacing  manner,  accom- 
panied with  many  opprobious  epithets, 
Ihook  a  whip  over  their  heads.  Mr. 
Bowen,  who  happened  to  be  next  the  man 
on  this  occafion,  refented  the  infult  with 
a  blow,  a  conflict  enfued,  in  which  the 
countryman  waj  worfted,  though  Mr. 
Bowen  was  feverely  bruifed  on  the  occa- 
fion, the  countryman  prefuming,  as  well 
.  from  his  perfpnal  flrength  as  his  autho- 
nty. 


Though  this  infult  had  been  given  thefe 
gentlemen  in  the  fight  of  many  people  on 
the  road,  who  alfo  bore  teftimony  to  Mr. 
Bo  wen's  aldne  having  ftruck  him,  thcfc 
three  gentlemen  (through  the  influence  of 
this  Sele^  Man)  were  fhortly  after  their 
return  to  their  lodgings,  taken  by  a  party 
of  the  guards,  conveyed  to  the  guard- 
hcufe,  where  they  palled  the  flight  in  the 

common 
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common  guard-room.  The  foldiers  of  the 
•guard  occupying  the  platform,  thefe  jgcn- 
^Icmen  were  obliged  to  put  up  with  the 
dirty  floor,  where  they  fufFer^  every  kind 
of  indignity  from  the  ^ard,  who,  not 
fatisfi^  with  making  ufe  of  the  nloft  in- 
decent language,  would  j^//  on  them  as 
they  lay  on  the  floor;  in  the  morning 
th6y  were  itmoved  to  an  adjoining  batt'ack 
room,  where  they  were  vei'y  little  better 
accommodated,  ahd  after  feven  or  eight 
days  confinement,  they  were  given  to  un- 
derftand,  they  were  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  chii  power. 

The  hunianity  of  Major  Carter,  of  the 
"artillery,  who  was  the  fenior  officer  of  the 
Convention  troops  at  Rutland  (as  well  as 
confidering  it  his  duty  to  interfere)  in- 
duced him  from  the  firft  of  the  confine- 
ment of  thefe  gentlemen,  to  intereft  him- 
felf  very  warmly  ia  their  behalf,  he  had 
frequently  remonftrated  w^ith  the  Com- 
manding 
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inanding  Officer  df  the  guard,  it  the 
cruelty  and  ihjuftke  bf  their  condudt  to- 
wards theto,  but  not  bcihg  able  to  obtsun 
redrefs,  dert^nded  a  pafs  to  fend  an  officer 
to  Cittibri^c,  in  order  to  reprefent  the 
afFiir,  through  Gmtt^  Phillips,  to  the 
Cbmrnanding  Offic6r  at  Boilon.  M£(jor 
C^er  then  inforitifcd  thefe  Gendeihen, 
that  as  he  thought  it  necefTary  for  the 
'^od  of  the  troops  in  g^eraly  to  malce  their 
treatment  a  public  concern,  it  was  his  or- 
ders they  fhould  wait  the  refult  of  General 
Phillips's  interference  with  the  American 
General,  and  not  to  aft  for  themfelves  in 
the  bufinefs  on  any  account. 

Before  the  return  6f  the  officer  from 
General  Phillips,  thfefe  -gentlemen  were 
taken  to  a  juftice,  who  rdfided  (bme 
"diftance  from  Rutland,  before  whdm  they 
"were  conduced  with  all  the  cerembny  of 
criminals  going  to  trial.  'Thefma^iftfate, 
who    was    an    apothecary,   'poffefled    a 

'few 
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few  hard  .yfovdiSt  and  a  moifk  flarched 
puritanical  air,  and  perhaps  on  this  ac- 
count, had  been  judged  under  the  new 
government  the;  only  man  af  the,  neigh- 
bourhood capable  of  fupportitig  thie  dig- 
nity of,  a  country  juftice:  J  he  was  fur- 
rounded  with  a  numerous  train  of  pfiicers 
of  the  police y  fuch  as  committee  znd  fele& 
men,  who,  with  a  number  of  fpc6tators, 
whom  curiofity  had  brought  togiether,  to 
be  prefent  at  the  trial  (as  they  expreiTed 
themfelves)  made  a  very  formidable  groupe. 

The  gentlemen  were  no  fooner  brought 
before  this  very  awful  Court  of  Jujiicey 
than  Dodlpr  Frienck  (for  fo  the  Juftice 
was  called)  who  was  placed  in  the  moft 
confpicuous  part  of  the  room  in  an  arm 
chair,  with  infinite  folemnity,  and  all  the 
importance  of  office  (without  even  per- 
mitting the  leaft  accufation  as  to  any  of- 
fence committed  by  them)  afked  them 
"  whether  they  pleaded  guilty  or  not  guilty 
*Vof  the  crimes  laid  to   their  charge?" 

On 
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On  this  occafion,  I  think  it  would  have 
been  difficult  for  any  indifferent  perfon  to 
have  reflrained  his  rifible  faculties ;  nay, 
the  gentlemen  themfelves  have  declared  it 
was  not  without  the  utmofl  circumfpec- 
tion  they  could  compofe  their  mufcles  to 
this  curious  demand  of  the  Juftice  ;  one  of 
the  gentlemen  informed  this  wor(hipf}il 
magillrate,  "  That  they  having  fuffercd 
"  fo  many  days   confinement  under  the 

,  "  miUt/iry  guard  very  imjtijlly^  as  they  con- 
"  ceived,  and  their  commanding  officer 
"  having  thought  it  neceiTary  to  make  the 
"  treatment  they  had  met  with  a  public 
"  concern,  they  looked  up  to  their  General 
"  for  redrefs,  confequently  were  not  al- 

f   "  lowed  to  plead  either  one  way  or  the 
"  other !" 


t 
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The  Juflice,  enraged  at  what  he  con- 
ceived a  flight  to  his  authority,  without 
hefitation  committed  them  to  prifofj^  with 
the  additional  charge  of  contempt  of  Court, 
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and  the  next  morning  they  were  condu6ted 
by  a  body  of  armed  conftables  to  Wor- 
cefter,  about  ten  miles  diftance,  and  were 
lodged  in  the  county  jail,  where,  with  two 
gentlemen,  who  were  imprifoned  as  enemies 
to  the  States y  they  occupied  a  very  confined 
dungeon,  out  of  which  a  woman  had,  a 
Very  (hort  time  before,  been  token  to  ex* 
ecution,  for  the  murder  of  her  huiband. 

On  their  firft  entrance  into  this  moft 
gloomy  ftate  of  fecurity,  it  may  eafily  be 
imagined,  their  feelings  received  no  fmall 
fhock,  and  their  fellow  prifoners  perceiv- 
ing their  diftrefs,  one  of  them,  who  had 
been  bred  to  the  fea,  by  way  of  offering 
fome  confolation  in  his  own  way,  obferv- 
ed,  that  he  could  only  compare  their  fitua- 
tion  to  that  of  fo  many  young  bears^  whofe 
misfortunes  were  all  to  come.  The  cx- 
ceffive  heat  of  the  weather,  with  the  con- 
finement in  this  deteftable  hole,  which, 
when  their  mattraflcs  were  laid  on  the 

fioor, 
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floor,  compleatly  filled  it;  and  from 
whence,  on  no  occafion,  or  the  preffing 
calls  of  nature,  they  were  allowed  to  re- 
tire, muft,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  have  ren- 
dered their  exiftence  burthenfome,  if  not 
deprived  them  of  it,  had  they  not  found 
means  of  foftening  the  heart  of  a  Mulatto 
woman,  who  ferved  them  with  provifioris 
through  a  hole,  and  who,  by  the  force  of 
bribes  and  fair  promifes,  was  prevailed 
upon  to  open  the  door  upon  th©fe  occa- 
fions  for  frefh  air. 


;  ''■'■' 
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During  their  confinement,  no  attention 
was  wanting  on  the  part  of  their  brother 
officers,  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  their 
wretched  fituation,  who  gave  them  hopes 
of  foon  being  relieved,  through  the  inter- 
pofition  of  tbeir  General.  But  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  days,  they  received  a  mef- 
fage  by  an  officer  from  Major  Carter,  at 
Rutland,  expreffi^ng  his  extreme  concern 
that  he  ftiould  in  any  meafure  be  acceffary 
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to  their  being  ient  to  prifon,  at  the  fame 
time  lamenting  that  his  reprefentation  of 
their  very  unjufl  and  cruel  ufage  had  pro- 
diiced  no  other  effe6l  than  a  letter  from 
General  Phillips,  part  of  which  the  Major 
had  tranfcribed  for  their  perufal,  which 

,  reprobated  in  the  lirongeft  terms,  the  im- 
prudence of  thofe  gentlemen,  in  paying  at- 
tention to  the  infolence  or  abufe  of  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  General  obferv- 
ing,  "  that  they  fliould  liflen  to  the  abufe 
"  of  the  Americans,  as  to  the  mere  cack^ 
"  /i/ig  ofgeefe ;"  and  concluded  with  fay- 
ing, "  He  fhould  not  concern  himfelf  with 

"  a  boxing-match'' Here  I  cannot  but 

cenfure  the  conduct  of  General  Phillips, 

.  for  if  he  had  his  reafons  for  not  makinc: 
an  application  to  General  Heath,  he  fliould 
not  have  retorted  fo  feverely  on  the  gen- 
tlemen,   efpecially  when  it  is  confidered 

.  two  of  them  were  innocent  of  the  crime 
alledged;  at  the  fame  time,  the  General 
might  have  recolle(5led  his  Own  warmth  of 

temper 
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temper  was,  at  that  very  moment,  the 
occafion  of  his  confinement  to  his  houfc 
and  garden. 

In  confequence  of  Major  Carter's  mef- 
fage,  thefe  unfortunate  gentlemen  (two 
of  whom,  as  I  have  juft  obferved,  had  not 
even  been  guihy  of  the  crime  imputed  to 
them,  who  had  always  found  fome  confo- 
lation  in  refleciHng,  that  they  were  then 
fufFering  in  conformity  to  the  'will  of  their 
Commanding  Officer,  and  as  they  were 
given  to  underftand,  for  the  public  goody 
and  that  through  the  interpofition  and 
zeal  of  their  General^  they  fhould  obtain 
juftice,  and  be  fet  at  liberty,  found  them- 
felves  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  fhifting 
for  themfelves,  - 


On  confulting  a  lawyer  (the  affiftancc 
of  whom  is  feldom  wanting  in  any  country 
for  certain  confiderations)  the  learned  limb 
of  the  law,  after  examining  their  commit- 

R  3  ment, 
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ment,  and  fatisfying  himfelf,  with  rcfpe6t 
to  the  ftate  of  their  finances,  gave  them 
to  underftand,  that  he  ihould  be  able 
^  to  prove  a  Jiaw  in  it — for  it  fpecified  a 
crime  againfl  the  States^  when  it  was 
evident  the  breach  of  peace  that  they 
were  charged  with,  could  only  affeSi  the 
State  of  Majfachufets  (the  State  they  were 
then  in)  but  added,  to  bring  their  caufe 
forward  for  the  confideration  of  the 
Court  during  the  affizes,  that  were  then 
fitting,  the  fees  would  be  confiderable. — 
His  terms,  though  exorbitant,  were  readi- 
ly acceded  to  by  thefe  gentlemen,  and  by 
that  means  they  were  enabled  to  relieve 
themfelves  from  the  horrors  of  a  dungeon, 
on  quitting  which,  it  was  their  obferva- 
tion,  that  they  had  little  more  reafon  to 
extol  the  humanity  of  their  own  General ,  than 
they  had  the  juftice  of  the  Americans. 


Having  often  made  feveral  remarks,  as 
to  the  footing  military  difcipline  is  upon, 

I  think 
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I  think,  by  the  profecution  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, you  will  fee  upon  what  grounds 
of  juftice  and  equity  their  civil  laws  are 
founded,  and  even  fuppofmg  they  gain 
their  independency,  what  anarchy  and 
confufion  muft  enfue,  for  want  of  rulers 
with  good  hearts,  to  enforce  the  laws  of 
equity  and  juftice.  The  mift  that  is  before 
the  eyes  of  Americans  muft  fhortly  pafs 
away,  when  they  will  clearly  fee  how 
eafily  they  have  given  up  the  fweet  con- 
tent and  happinefs  they  poflefled,  and  the 
innumerable  privileges  and  liberties  they 
enjoyed  when  under  our  Government.-— 
Deluded  people,  when  it  is  too  late,  you 
will  fee  your  error. !  I  fpeak  not  partially 
nor  vaguely,  but  am  confident  there  is 
not  one,  let  him  be  ever  fo  bigotted  to  In- 
dependency, can  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
breaft  and  fay,  that  he  experiences  that 
eafe  and  happinefs  he  ever  was  accuftom- 
ed  to,  and  when  he  looks  forward,  in  all 
human  probability,    neither  he  nor  his 

R  4  generation 
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generation  ever  will — Many,  I  am  certain, 
arc  now  open  to  convi6lipn,  and  would 
wifli  to  retradl,  but  having  engaged,  they 
are  afhamed  -,  and  rather  than  abandon  a 
principle  that  they  haftily  adopted,  prefer 
facrificing  their  lives  rnd  fortunes  :  Dif- 
ference of  opinion  ever  will  prevail,  but  it 
IS  the  very  height,  nay,  the  very  principle 
of  madncfs,  not  to  be  open  to  conviction. 
In  hopes  that  they  foon  may,  and  a 
permanent  union  formed  between  the 
Mother-country  and  her  colonies,  I  re- 
iwain, 


Yours,  &c, 


'  * 


LET- 
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LETTER        LVIL 


;'.(' 


MyJUct  in  Neiv  Englatul,   . 
Nov.  6(h,  1778.        ^ 


I  '■•I 


M 


>'< ' 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  » 

I  Cannot  impute  any  blame  to  you,  but 
no  letter  has  reached  me  for  an  age. 
Your  friendfhip  for  me  is  fo  linccre,  that 
agreeable  to  my  firft  requeft  on  communi- 
cating our  literary  correfpondence,  you  no 
doubt  have  anfwered  all  my  letters ;  all 
muft  be  laid  to  my  prcfent  fituation,  and 
the  want  of  friends  at  New- York,  to  fend 
them  to  me.  Many  officers  have  receiv- 
ed letters ;   and  by  our  friend,  Captain 

B ,  who  has  a  fliort  epiftle  from  you, 

I  have 


M 
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I  have  the  happinefs  to  hear  you  enjoy 
a  perfe6l  ftatc  of  health,  and  that  you  al- 
together refidc  at  the  old  family  manfion, 
in  Norfolk.  I  do  not  claim  your  promifc 
of  anfwering  this,  but  wait  till  the  next, 
as  it  is  very  uncertain  where  any  letter  will 
lind  me,  for  the  Congrefs  have  paflcd  a 
refolvc,  to  march  the  Convention  army 
from  the  State  of  MafTachufets  to  Charlot- 
tefville,  in  the  province  of  Virginia,  where 
barracks  are  ere6led,  and  where  the  troops 
can  be  more  readily  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions. 


When  this  refolve  of  Congrefs  was 
made  known,  every  one  was  flruck  with 
jamazement ;  but  upon  refledlion,  it  cer- 
tainly is  obvious,  that  the  views  of  Con- 
grefs, by  marching  the  men  eight  hundred 
miles  in  the  depth  of  winter,  would  be 
the  means  of  their  deferting  in  numbers, 
rather  than  endure  fuch  fatigue.  General 
Wafhington  has  had  the  humanity  to  or- 
der 
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der  waggons  for  the  women  and  children ; 
what  adds  to  the  diftrefTes  of  the  foldiers, 
is  their  being  fo  badly  cloathed,  having 
only  the  jackets  that  were  made  from  their 
coats  in  the  winter,  whilft  in  Cr.nadaj 
and  what  is  ftill  more  mortifying,  a  cartel 
fliip  arrived  but  two  days  fince  from  New- 
York,  with  cloathing  for  the  army  :  how- 
ever,  the  men  are  to  be   fupplied  with 
fhoes,  fliirts,  llockings  an  I  cloth  leggings, , 
and  the  reft  is  to  go  round  to  Janifis  River, 
in  Virginia.     General  Phillips  v  ill  afk  no  . 
favor   of   General  Heath,    otherwlfj,    I 
think,  he  could  not  be  fo  diveied  of  hu- 
manity, as  not  to  defer  the  march  for  a 
week,  during  which  time  the  men  might 
be  cloathed ;  all  is  now  hurry  and  con- 
fufion,  as  the  iirft  divifion  march  the  loth  i 
inftant ;   the  army  is  to  follow  in  divi- ; 
fions,  the  fame  as  thev  did  from  Saratoga ' 
to  Cambridge. 

Wei 


{ 


't   \ 


;Jv.*l 


IV '^'; 


*l 


^ 


25i 


INTERIOR    TRAVELS 


ti;:' 


We  are  in  great  diftrefs  for  want  of 
money  too,  to  undertake  this  march,  none  ' 
has  arrived  from  New- York,  and  to  add  to 
our  confolation,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
has  written  to  General  Phillips,  that  it  is 
his  Majefty's  pleafure,  no  more  hard  money 
Ihould  be  fent  to  the  Convention  army  j 
this  is,  no  doubt,  with  a  view  that  fo  much 
coin  as  is  necefTary  for  the  payment  of 
our  army  fliould  not  be  in  circulation 
among  the  Americans,  and  be  an  induce- 
ment to  detain  us  longer  -,  the  motive  cer- 
tainly is  very  good,  but  what  is  to  become 
of  poor  fubalterns,  who,  as  it  is,  can  ' 
fcarcely  fubiift  on  their  pay  ?  No  matter 
for  that,  you'll  fay,  "  private  intereft  muft 
"  give  way  for  the  public  good."  There- 
fore we  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  only 
method  of  removing  the  evil,  by  drawing 
bills  on  the  Paymafter ;  but  you  are  not 
aware  of  the  fad  effeds  attending  it,  it 
muft  inevitably  ruin  one  half  of  the  offi-^ 
cers,  for  it  is  with  great  difficulty  you  can 
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can  get  a  bill  difcounted,  and  that  only  in 
paper  money,  which  depreciates  fo  exceed- 
ingly faft,  that  it  foon  Ipfes  a  third  of  its 
value :  only  imagine,  fmce  our  arrival  it 
is  fo  depreciated,  tliat  we  get  fixty  and 
fcventy dollars  for  a  guinea;  but  in  dif- 
counting  a  bill  you  can  with  difficulty  get 
forty  5  what  with  difcount  and  deprecia- 
tion, what  a  lofs  there  muft  be  upon  every 
bill  that  is  drawn.  It  may  certainly  be 
judicious  in  politics,  to  withhold  the  pay 
from  the  troops,  but  at  the  fame  time  it 
jnuft  be  highly  injurious  to  fortunes  of 
individuals,  for  I  can  afTert  it  as  a  fadiy 
that  for  every  bill  of  ten  pounds,  you  do 
not  in  reallity,  get  more  than  fix  guineas 
and  a  half,  and  fo  in  proportion . 


■  I 


The  inhabitants  of  MafTachufetts  would 
certainly  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  pon- 
grefs  money,  and  make  it  fomewhat  more 
valuable,  but  the  people  from  the  Soutli- 
ward,  from  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia, 
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who  in  the  courfe  of  their  large  dealings, 
are  compelled  to  take  the  money  in  pay- 
ment, fenfible  of  the  uncertainty  of  its 
value,  wifli  to  realize  it  into  folid  coin ; 
therefore  think  little  of  the  journey,  from 
thofe  diftant  provinces  to  Bofton,  to  ex- 

•'  change  with  our  army ;  they  are  fenfible 
of  the  rilk  they  run,  and  are  very  cautious. 
But  as  the  people  to  the  Southward  poffefs 
more  liberal  fcntiments,  and  know  the 
principles  of  Britilh  officers,  they,  as  we 
walk  by,  will  enter  into  converfation,  and 
frankly  alk  if  you  want  any  paper  dollars  ? 

.<  They  are  rather  cautious  as  to  the  Germans, 

'  for  two  German  officers  not  being  able  to 
get  fo  much  from  a  man  as  they  wanted, 
they  informed  againft  him,  and  he  was 
fent  to  prifon  in  Bofton.  Thefe  traders 
of  paper  money  arc  very  uncertain,  fome- 
times  there  will  be  a  fcarcity  of  them  for 
fome  days,  at  other  times  there  will  be  a 
dozen  or  two  at  a  time  j  we  then  flick  out 

^  for  our  exchange  j  one  day  guineas  rofe 

from 
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from  twenty-five  and  twenty-fix  dollars,  up 
to  thirty-fix,  and  I  Ihould  obferve  to  you, 
that  when  once  they  rife,  they  never  fall. 

A  few  days  fince  there  was  a  meeting  of 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  feveral 
corps,  at  General  Phillips's,  to  confult 
upon  fome  method  of  procuring  money 
for  the  different  regiments ;  various  were 
the  modes  propofed,  and  the  Paymallcr- 
General  confultedj  but  they  could  not  agree 
upon  any,  when  a  Commanding  Officer  ob- 
ferved  to  General  Phillips,  that  it  was  im- 
pOiTible  the  troops  could  march  without 
money,  and  he  was  certain  the  officers  of 
his  regiment  had  not  twenty  paper  dollars 
among  them.  General  Phillips,  with  a 
warmth  that  fpoke  his  good  intentions, 
replied  "  Good  God,  Sir,  what  would  you 
"  hav^  me  to  do,  I  cannot  make  money ; 
*'  I  wifh  to  God  you  could  flit  me  into 
"  paper  dollars,  I  would  chearfully  fub- 
."  mit  for  the  good  of  the  troops  ?"  At  kit 
.'    I  -     it 
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it  was  refolved,  that  the  Paymafter-Ge- 
neral  was  to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours,  in 
which  he  fucceedcd,  and  the  next  day 
procured  a  confiderable  fiim,  which  was 
immediately  diftributed  to  the  different 
regiments.  It  is  fufficient  to  enable  the 
troops  to  march,  and  the  Paymafter  is  to 
go  to  New- York,  in  hopes  the  Commander 
in  Chief  will  iflue  fome  money  upon  this 
emergency. 

,•  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  an  officer  who  is 
quartered  with  me,  to  go  cxprefs  with  the 
money  to  the  different  regiments  at  Rut- 
land, and  you  would  have  laughed  at  his 
diflrefs,  in  what  manner  to  depofit  the 
paper  dollars,  for  he  was  not  without  his 
apprehenfions  of  being  way-laid,  and  it 
was  then  neai'ly  dark.  He  had  fcarcely 
two  hundred  pounds  flerling,  but  that 
fum  in  paper  dollars,  mr-kes  a  great  bulk ; 
at  laft,  he  thought  the  fafefl  mode  would 
be,  to  few  it  in  the  lining,   accordingly 

ordering 
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ordering  his  fervant,  he  ripped  open  his 
coat,  fewed  in  the  dollars  by  large  parcels 
— and  thus  accoutred  he  fet  off,  and  was 
a  welcome  vifitor  at  Rutland — had  not 
this  feafonable  relief  arrived,  the  confufion 
would  have  been  very  great,  as  many  offi- 
cers, rather  than  march  without,  had  got 

themfelves  arrefted,    and   were  going  to 

• 

jail.       .  ,   '         .  ,  [• 


i.'-r 
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Were  it  not  for  the  diftrefles  of  the  fol- 
diers,  I  cannot,  for  my  own  part,  but  fay, 
this  march  was  rather  agreeable,  for  it 
enables  me  to  fee  the  fouthern  part  of 
America,  which  I  muft  confefs,  I  have  a 
ftrong  inclination  for,  having  heard  very 
great  accounts  of  thofe  Provinces,  and 
how  much  fuperior  they  are  in  every  re- 
fpe6l  to  this;  and  it  is  no  unpleafing 
refle6lion,  after  the  cruelties  and  barbari- 
ties the  troops  have  experienced  fince 
our  arrival,  that  we  are  quitting  fuch  an 
inhofpitable  country;    but  in   the  moft 

Vol.  II.  S  flourifliing 
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flourifliing  times,  I  find  this  province 
was  never  remarkable  for  its  courtefy  to 
ftrangers. 

Being  at  prefent  much  taken  up  in  pre- 
paring for  this  long  march,  I  hope  you'll 
excufe  the  (hortnefs  of  this  epiftle,  at  the 
fame  time  afl'uring  you,  tKat  you  fhall  hear 
from  me  by  every  opjrortunity  that  oc- 


curs. 


ii. 


♦,     -       I 

'to    tizrt   n 
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Your's,  kc. 


I 


Hurt    '   ■. 
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Sherwood* s  Ferry,  upon  the  Banks  of  the 
Delaivare,  Dec,  lOj  1 778. 


.:;^';o1i  *. 
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MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 


, »» 


Y^N  my  leaving  New-England,  I  joined 
'  ^^  the  regiment,  juft  as  they  had  croffed 
the  Gonne6licut  River,  at  Endfield ;  but  in 
my  way  to  this  place,  I  and  another  of- 
ficer, who  accompanied  me,  had  a  very 
narrow  efcape  of  being  fent  to  prifon,  for 
in  travelling   at  night  we    miftook  our 
t  road,  and  got  into  the  town  of  Springfield, 
,  which  was  out  of  the  j||iite  laid  down  for 
us,  and  is  unfortunJiibNy  tlfe  great  arfenal 
of  all  military  ftores  for  the  State  of  Maf- 

S  2  fachufetts 
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fachufcts  J  happily  for  us,  the  landlord  of 
the  houfc  we  put  up  at  was  a  friend  to 
Government,  who  concealed  us,  and  we 
were  glad  to  get  away  before  day-break,  not 
but  it  could  be  clearly  proved  it  was  mere- 
ly accidental :  But  thefe  Americans  will 
not  hearken  to  reafon,  and  no  doubt  they 
would  have  found  people  ready  enough  to 
fwear,  that  we  went  there  either  as  fpies, 
or  to  deftroy  their  ftores. 


.  -^i  y 


'  At  afmall  town  wc  pafled  through  in 
i  Conne6licut  called  Sharon,  there  is  an  ex- 
ceeding curious  mill,  invented  by  one  Joel 
J  Harvey,  and  for  which  he  received  a  pre- 
.  fent  of  twenty  pounds  from  the  Society  of 
Arts  and  Sciences.     By  the  turning  of  one 
wheel  the  whole  is  fet  in  motion  *,  there 
are  two  apartments  where  the  wheat. is 
ground  -,  two  others  where  it  is  bolted,  in 
a  fifth  tlireflied,  and  in  a  fixth  winnowed  ; 
in  anotlier  apartment,  hemp  and  flax  are 
beaten  J  and  in  an  adjoining  apartment  it 
...,..•  ^   .  is 
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IS  drefled  j  what  adds  greatly  to  the  in- 
genuity of  this  conftrudlion  is,  that  either 
branch  may  be  difcontinued  without  im- 
peding the  reft. 

Moft  of  the  places  you  pafs  through  in 
Connc6licut  are  called  townfliips  (as  the 
townfliip  of  Endfield,  Suffield,  6cc.)  which 
are  not  regular  towns  as  in  England,  but 
a  number  of  houfes  difperfed  over  a  large 
tra6t  of  ground,  belonging  to  one  corpo- 
tion,  that  fends  members  to  the  General 
Affcmbly  of  the  States.  About  the  centre 
of  thefe  townihips  ftands  the  meeting-: 
houfe,  or  church,  with  a  few  furround- 
ing  houfes ;  fometimes  the  church  flands 
fmgly.  It  is  no  little  mortification,  when 
fatigued,  after  a  long  day's  journey,  on 
enquiring  how  far  it  is  to  fuch  a  town,  to 
be  informed  you  are  there  at  prcfent  j  but 
on  enquiring  for  the  church,  or  any  par- 
ticular tavern,  you  are  informed  it  is  kvQn 
or  eight  miles  further,         ,  ^      , 

S3  I  could 
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I  could  not  help  remarking,  that  the 
houfes  arc  all  after  the  fame  plan,  and 
vvhat  was  rather  fingular,  mofl  of  them 
were  only  one  half  finifhed,  the  other  half 
having  only  the  rough  timbers  that  fup- 
port  the  building  j  upon  enquiry  I  found, 
that  when  a  man  builds  a  houfe,  he  leaves 
it  in  this  ftate  till  his  fon  marries,  when 
he  fits  it  up  for  his  family,  and  the  father 
and  fon  live  under  one  roof,  as  though 
they  were  two  diftinfb  houfes ;  but  as  the 
houfes  are  entirely  compleat  on  the  out- 
fide,  and  the  windows  all  glazed,  they 
have  the  appearance  of  being  finifhed,  but 
on  entering  a  houfe,  you  cannot  at  fir  ft 
help  lamenting  that  the  owner  was  unable 
to  complete  it. 

Juft  before  we  croffed  the  North  River, 
we  came  to  the  town  of  Fi(h  Kill,  which 
has  not  more  than  fifty  houfes,  in  the 
fpace  of  near  three  miles,  but  this  plaec 
has  been  the  principal  depot  of  Walhing- 
'*-  V     toil's 
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ton's  army,  where  there  are  mngazhies, 
hofpitals,  workfhops,  &c.  which  form  a 
town  of  themfelves  -,  they  arc  ere6lcd  near 
a  wood,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  where 
there  are  a  great  number  of  huts,  which 
have  been  the  winter  quarters  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  and  to  which  they  are  fliortly 
expected  to  return  for  the  enfuing  winter  j 
they  are  a  miferable  (helter  from  the  fevere 
weather  in  this  country,  and  I  fhould 
imagine,  muft  render  their  troops  very 
fickly,  for  thefe  huts  confift  only  of 
little  walls  made  with  uneven  ftones,  and 
the  intervals  filled  up  with  mud  and  ftraw, 
a  few  planks  forming  the  roof;  there  is  a 
chimney  at  one  end,  at  the  fide  of  which 
is  the  door.  Near  the  magazines  are  fome 
well-conftru'fled  barracks,  with  a  prifon, 
furrounded  with  lofty  pallifadoes.  In  this 
prifon  were  a  number  of  unfortunate 
friends  to  Government,  who  were  feized 
in  their  plantations,  for  refufmg  to  take 
tlie  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
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and  who  were  confined  till  a  floop  was 
ready  to  take  them  to  New- York ;  for  the 
Americans  are  Co  oppreflive,  they  will  not 
let  any  one  remain  neuter;  and  they 
compel  every  inhabitant,  either  to  take 
the  oath,  or  quit  the  country.  When  we 
eroded  the  river,  there  were  two  large 
floops  going  to  New- York,  crouded  with 
people  of  this  defcription,  many  of  whom, 
the  boatmen  informed  us,  had  left  beauti- 
ful houfes,  with  extenfive,  and  well  culti- 
vated plantations. 

General  Wafliington  was  not  without 
his  apprehenfions,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
would  make  fome  efforts  to  retake  us, 
either  by  an  expedition  up  the  North  River, 
or  in  our  march  through  the  Jerfeys,  and 
therefore  took  every  precaution  to  fruftrate 
any  plan  that  might  be  concerted,  for 
upon  the  arrival  of  our  army  at  Fiih 
Kill,  General  Wafliington  moved  his 
army  into  the  middle  of  the  Jerfeys,  and 

detached 
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detached  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  to 
cfcort  us,  fo  very  apprehenfive  was  he  of 
a  refcue,  that  to  each  brigade  of  ours  they 
had  a  brigade  of  armed  men,  who  marched 
the  men  in  clofe  columns.  As  to  the 
officers  they  paid  little  attention,  as  wc 
had  figned  a  very  ftridt  parole,  previous  to 
our  leaving  New-England.  Now  wc  have 
pafTed  the  Delaware,  the  Penfylvania  Mi- 
litia are  to  guard  us,  and  the  brigades  that 
cfcorted  us  through  New-York  and  the 
Jerfeys,  return  to  Wafhington's  army. 


In  a  former  letter  I  delivered  my  fenti- 
ments  on  our  having  poffelTion  of  the 
North  River,  and  on  croffing  it,  they  were 
fully  confirmed  j  for  the  Americans  judging 
it  was  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  1777,  to 
make  ourfelves  mafters  of  the  North  River, 
and  thus  to  feparate  the  Eaftcrn  from  the 
Weftern  States,  after  the  taking  of  Forts 
Montgomery  and  Clinton,  and  our  troops 
proceeding  fo  far  as  CEfopus,  and  then  re- 
turning 
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turning  to  New- York,  they  immediately 
began  to  fortify  Well  Point,  which  is  not 
at  prcfent  compleated,  but  when  it  is,  will 
be  impregnable,  and  etfeclualiy  prevent  any 
fleets  pafiing ;  it  being  a  point  of  land 
that  projects,  and  makes  a  winding  in  the 
river,  and  at  the  fame  time  narrows  it,  fo 
as  to  have  the  v/hole  command  at  that 
place.  No  doubt  the  Americans  made 
choice  of  this  poft,  as  the  moft  important 
to  fortify,  and  Fifh  Kill  as  a  place  the 
beft  calculated  for  a  depot  of  provifions 
and  other  (lores,  as  being  fituated  on  the 
high  road  from  Connedicut,  and  near  the 
North  River.  Ic  is  by  this  important 
poft  of  Weft  Point,  that  the  Americans 
are  enabled  to  keep  podefTion  of  the  North 
River,  and  a  communication  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  Provinces  j  and  I 
do  once  more  aflcrt,  not  only  upon  my 
own  opinion,  but  of  the  Americans  them- 
felves,  that  had  we  kept  poinrfTion  of  the 
North  River,   the  war  would  have  been 

by 
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by  this  time,  nearly  terminated  in  favor 
of  Great-Britain.         .  -  ,  ., 

As  we  pafTed  through  the  Jerfeys,  I  was 
much  dehghted  with  the  falls  that  are  on 
thePafiac  River,  being  totally  diiicrcnt  from 
thofe  of  Montmorency,  and  others  I  had 
fQcn,  The  river  is  near  forty  yards  wide, 
and  runs  with  a  fwift,  but  fmooth  current, 
till  coming  to  a  deep  chafm,  that  crolfes 
the  channel,  it  falls  in  one  entire  flieet  near 
feventy  feot  perpendicular ;  one  end  of  the 
chafm  or  cleft  of  the  rock  is  clofed  up,  ?,nd 
at  the  other,  the  water  rulhes  out  v/ith  ?ji 
incredible  rapidity,  in  an  acute  angl  :•,  ajil 
is  received  into  a  large  bafun,  from  w'lence 
it  winds  through  fever al  rocks,  and  •■  '.ax 
fp reads  in  a  confiderable  channel,  ihc 
fpray  formed  a  beautiful  rainbow,  wuich 
rendered  the  fcenc  fuch  as  left  the  ima- 
gination nothing  to  add  to  its  giauvlcMr. 
This  extraordinary  phenonicnon,  no  vioubi, 
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mufl  have  been  the  prcxia6tion  of  an 
earthquake.  The  inhabitants  who  refide 
near  it,  have  a  itory  handed  down  to  them 
of  two  Indians,  who  venturing  too  near 
the  fjills  in  a  canoe,  were  carried  down  the 
preopice  and  daihed  to  pieces.  What 
confiderably  heightened  the  fcene  is,  ano- 
ther fall,  about  thirty  or  forty  yards  from 
tlie  great  one,  where  the  water  mod  beau- 
tifully glides  down  fome  ledges  of  the  rock, 
tliat  are  two  or  three  feet  perpendicular, 

I  was  much  flruck  at  the  grandeur  of 
the  North  River,  from  the  majeftic  ap- 
pearance of  the  high  lands  that  are  on  one 
fide  of  it,  and  the  beautiful  meadowy  in- 
terfperfed  with  farm  houfes  on  the  other. 
What  greatly  adds  to  its  beauty  is  the 
width,  being  near  a  mile  and  a  half  acrofs  -, 
although  plcafed  with  the  river  and  the 
furrounding  obje6ls,  ftill  this  idea  would 
prcfcnt  itfelf,   that  the  water   I  was  then 
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failing  on,  might  in  a  few  hours,  be  at  New- 
York  where  every  one  is  continually  wilhing 

•  to  approach.  You  muft  pardon  thefe melan- 
choly refledtio^s,  they  are  the  effufions  of 
nature,  and  will  burfl  forth— but  to  return 
to  my  defcription  of  the  river :  It  is  navi- 
gable from  New-York  to  Albany,  for  large 

•  iloops,  from  whence  there  is  a  communi- 
cation by  the  Mohawk  and  other  rivers 
(except  a  few  carrying  places)    into  the 
moft  interior  parts  of  America,  thiougli 
the  country  of  the  Six  Nations,  as  far  as 
Lake  Ontario  j  then  by  a  continuation  of 
the  Hudfon,  or  North  River,  for  tliey  are 
the    fame,  there  is  communication  with 
the  River  St.  Lawrence,  through  the  Lakes 
George,  Champlain,  and  the  river  Sorel, 
This    river    merits    the     greateft   atten- 
tion,   and  had  not    the   prefent  conttfl 
arofe,  fome  fpirited  gentlemen  had  it  in 
contemplation,    by  means  of  locks   and 
canals,  to  have  opened  a  palVage  for  fmall 
(loops.     No  doubt,  a  century  hence,  there 
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will  be  water  carriage  for  fchooners  and 
floops  from  Quebec  to  New- York,  which 
muft  greatly  add  to  the  wealth  and  com- 
merce of  America. 

J,-  _         -  ■  ..... 

The  fmall  part  of  New- York  we  pafled 
through,  feems  to  be  well  cultivated  -,  it 
affords  grain  of  all  forts ;  there  are  abun- 
dance of  cattle,  hogs  and  poultry.  As  to 
tlie  Jerfcys,  they  marched  us  fo  much  in 
the  back  fettlemcnts,  that  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  thofe  parts,  which 
were,  before  the  war,  deemed  tlie  garden 
of  America. 
#•-  -  ■ 

We  pafied  through  a  little  town  called 
Hopel,  before  we  ciofled  the  North  River, 
which  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  Dutch. 
At  a  houfe  where  we  were  quartered,  the 
people  behaved  extremely  civil  and  atten- 
tive, and  upon  leaving  them,  would  fcarce 
permit  us  to  pay  for  what  we  had  :  from 
which   circumftance  we  concluded   they 
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were  friends  to  Governmerit,  and  fomc 
officers  opening  their  heart,  Ipokc  very 
freely  about  the  Congrefs,  Wafhington, 
'&c.  obferving  how  great  a  fhame  it  was, 
that  we  fliould  be  put  to  fuch  expence, 
and  that  Congrefs  ought  to  pay  for  us,  the 
man  went  out  of  the  room  in  a  moment, 
and  juft  as  we  were  mounting  our  horfcs, 
brought  us  an  enormous  bill,  exorbitant 
in  every  article,  which  he  infifted  upon 
being  paid,  and  upon  our  urging  that 
we  had  paid  him  what  he  had  demanded, 
he  replied,  "  Yes,  gentlemen,  fo  you  have, 
'*  but  then  I  thought  Congrefs  were  to  de- 
"  fray  all  your  expences  ;  now  I  know  you 
**  are  to  pay  me,  I  can't  take  a  farthing 
"  kfs  than  this  bill,"  which  we  were  coui- 
pellcd  to  difcharge ;  however,  it  ferved  as 
a  Icfibn  in  future,  to  be  cautious  before 
whom  we  railed  againfl  Congrefs.    • 
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The  Paymafter,  as  we  expefled,  joined 
us  in  the  Jerftyj',  which  has  enabled  us  to 
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proceed  on  our  march,  and  by  whom  we 
have  received  accounts,  that  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  purpofes  to  make  an  exchange  of 
prifoners  this  winter ;  a  partial  exchange, 
as  to  officers  has  taken  place,  and  many 
have  quitted  us  -,  this  partiality  has  given 
much  offence,  as  it  is  but  juftice,  when  a 
number  are  to  be  exchanged,  they  fhould 


draw  lots. 


n 


^il 


J    T 


IS  N.  < 


Hitherto  the  weather  has  been  remaik- 
ably  temperate  and  fine,  which  is  extreme- 
ly fortunate  for  the  men,  as  they  have 
moftly  flcpt  in  the  woods  5  but  fince  we 
came  into  a  more  populous  country,  they 
have  flept  in  barns.  When  we  left  New- 
England  the  frofts  were  very  fevere,  here 
we  have  not  any,  being  fo  much  to  the 
fouthward,  and  in  a  manner,  the  further 
we  proceed  we  fall  in  with  the  clofe  of 
the  Autumn. 

•     r.  :  ■      - 

I  ■  -  ,  '  .  y 

One  morning,  as  we  renewed  our  march, 
the  weather  being  remarkably  fine,   fome 
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officers  were  extolling  the  beauty  of  the 
morning,  an  old  woman  who  was  in 
the  croud,  and  overheard  him,  in  the  moll 
violent  rage  exclaimed,  "  Well,  for  my 
"  part,  I  believe  God  Almighty  has  turned 
"  T^ory^  to  give  thefe  Britainers  fuch  fine 
**  weather  for  their  march." 

At  a  houfe  where  I  flept  in  the  Jerfeys, 
the  owner,  who  was  a  friend  to  Govern- 
ment, had  left  an  exceeding  fine  planta- 
tion^  near  Trenton,  and  retired  to  this 
place  till  the  termination  of  the  war,  made 
heavy  complaints  of  the  troops  plunder- 
ing both  friends  and  foes.  He  obferv- 
ed,  as  to  the  Britifh  foldiers,  they  only 
pilfered  poultry  and  pigs,  but  the  HefTians 
entered  houfcs,  broke  open  drawers,  taking 
away  plate,  cloaths,  and  other  valuables  j 
but  to  point  out  to  you  what  an  idea  they 
muft  have  of  plundering  fomething,  he 
related  that  he  faw  fome  Germans  enter  a 
houfe  which  was  abandoned  by  the  owner, 
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in  which  they  had  left  an  eight  day  clock, 
and  a  few  tables  and  chairs,  that  he  fhort- 
ly  after  obferved  one  of  the  Germans  come 
out  of  the  houfe  with  the  works  of  the 
clock,    pendulum,    and    all    the    leaden 
weights ;  this  enormous  weight,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  knapfack  and  accoutrements, 
the  fellow  had  near  twenty  miles  to  carry 
to  New-York,  where  the  moft  he  could 
poflibly  get  for  it,  Avould  be  three  or  four 
dollars.     Afte.  he  had  related  this  ftoiy, 
he  obferved,   that  the  defolation  of  the 
Jerfeys,  which  included  friends,  and  mo- 
derate perfons,  as  well  as  enemies,  had 
done  great  injury  to  our  caufe,  as  it  had 
united  the  latter  more  firmly,  and  detach- 
ed numbers  of  the  former — exaggerated 
accounts  of  all  the  enormities  that  had 
been  committed  were  publiflied  in  all  their 
prints,  which  determined  thofe  who  were 
wavering,  and  imbittered  the  minds  of  every 
clafs  throughout  the  colonies,  and  he  con- 
cluded with  a  figh,  oblerving.  that  the  re- 
-•'  ^  '  fen  t  me  lit, 
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fentment,  occalioned  by  the  depredations 
carried  on  through  the  Jerfeys,  had  left 
few,  or  fcarce  any  friends  to  Britain  in  the 
province. 


,  The  inhabitants  of  New- York,  as  well 
as  the  Jerfeys,  are  chiefly  the  pofterity  of 
the  firft  fettlers  in  thofe  provinces,  who 
were  Dutch,  and  they  feem  to  retain  their 
principles,  induftry,  frugality,  and  an  afTu 
duous  perfeverance  in  the  means  of  thriv- 
ing. Before  the  war  they  muft  have  been 
in  an  affluent  and  happy  flate,  efpecially 
their  farmers,  but  now  they  fow  and  plant, 
and  know  not  who  will  reap  the  fruits  of 
their  labor,  for  their  grain  and  other  pro- 
duce are  taken  for  the  ufe  of  the  con- 
tinental army,  and  in  lieu  certificates  are 
given  to  be  paid  at  the  Trcafury  at  Phila- 
delpliia  -,  to  many  of  them,  efpecially  thofe 
they  imagine  are  inimical  to  their  caufe, 
they  have  barely  left  fufflcient  for  the  fup- 
port  of  their  families  and  the  (lock  on  the 
*  ^ .  T  2  farms 
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farms  for  the  cnfuing  Winter.  Oh  de- 
luded Americans,  you  mud  be  indepen- 
dent, and  thefe  arc  the  blelFcd  fruits  of 
thofe  principles  I 

I  was  much  delighted  at  meeting  a 
bird  lately,  peculiar  to  America,  termed 
the  Mocking-bird,  which  derives  its  name 
from  imitating  the  note  of  every  bird 
they  hear  -,  its  plumage  is  very  fimple  and 
not  fliewy,  it  is  a  Summer  bird,  very  dif- 
ficult to  bring  up,  and  has  a  very  melodi- 
ous voice,  which,  in  my  opinion,  would 
far  exceed  the  Bullfinch,  if  the  fame  pains 
were  taken  with  it,  from  its  amazing 
readinefs  in  catching  every  note  it  hears. 
This  one  I  faw  imitated  a  cock  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  you  could  hardly  believe 
but  that  there  was  a  cock  crowing  in  the 
room.  The  inhabitants  fay  this  bird  is  fo 
very  Ihy,  that  if  any  perfon  difcovers  its 
nefl,  which  is  moftly  built  in  bulhes,  and 
looks  at  its  eggs,  it  will  never  return  again 
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to  the  neft.     When  a  neft  of  young  ones 
are  taken,  and  put  into  a  cage,  they  take 
great  care  to  hang  it  where  the  mother 
cannot  get  at  it,  for  if  Ihe  can,  (lie  will 
feed  them  three  or  four  days,  and  finding 
(he  cannot  releafe  them  flies  away,  after 
which,  the  young  ones  (liortly  die,  as  in  ge- 
neral they  cannot  eat  what  is  given  them  ? 
but  the  inhabitants  attribute  their  death  to 
the  mother,  who,  thev  fay,  the  laft  time  (lie 
feeds  them,  contriv      to  give  them  poifon, 
in  order  to  releafe  them  from  captivity. — 
If  that  really  is  the  cafe,  it  fliews  how  re- 
pugnant it  is  to  the  principles  of  nature, 
to  confine  anything,  and  that  flie  calls 
aloud  to  partake  of  the  blefTmgs  of  liberty, 
but  at  prefent  it  reminds  me  of  my  own 
fituation,  I  muft  therefore  drop  the  fub- 
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MY'  DEAR  FRIEND, 


Laacafier,  in  Penfyl'vania'^ 
Dec*  idtht  1778. 


TTI 7  E  halt  a  day  or  two  at  this  towii, 
^  ^  and  I  cannot  io  well  employ  my 
kifiire  time  as  to  give  you  a  defcriptiofl  of 
our  liiareh  from  the  Delaware :  we  eroded 
the  rivei^  in  fcowls,  which  are  flat  bottom 
boats,  large  enough  to  contain  a  waggon 
and  hoifesj  they  arc  a  fafe  conveyance^ 
and  nioftly  ufed  to  crofs  the  rivers  in  this 
country,  they  are  rowed  with  oars  upon 
large  rivers  j  but  over  a  creek,  which  is 
about    three    miles    from    this     town, 
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called  Coneftoga,  they  pull  them  acrofs 
by  means  o£  ropes    faftened    to    either 

'V 

fhore.  ■   .. 


After  you  get  over  the  Delaware,  a 
new  country  prefents  itfelf,  extremely 
well  cultivated  and  inhabited ;  the  roads 
are  lined  with  farm  houfes,  fome  of  which 
are  near  the  road,  and  fome  at  a  little 
diftance,  and  the  fpace  between  the  road 
and  houfes  is  taken  up  with  fields  and 
meadows ;  fome  of  them  are  built  of  ftone, 
two  flories  high,  and  covered  with  cedar 
fhingles,  but  moft  of  them  are  wooden^ 
with  the  crevices  flopped  with  clay ;  the 
ovens  are  commonly  built  a  little  diftance 
from  the  houfe,  and  under  a  roof  to  fecure 
them  againft  the  weather. 


^■fwl 


The  farmers  in  Penfylvania,  and  in  the 
Jerfeys,  pay  more  attention  to  the  con- 
ftruQion  of  their  barns  than  their  dwel- 
ling-houfes.     The  building  is  nearly  as 
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large  as  a  common  country  church,  the 
roof  veiy  lofty,  and  covered  with  Ihingles, 
declining  on  both  fides,  but  not  very  fteep, 
the  walls  are  about  thirty  feet  5  in  the 
middle  is  the  threfhing-floor,  and  above 
it  a  loft  for  the  corn  unthrefhed ;  on  one 
fide  is  a  ftable,  and  on  the  other  a  cow- 
houfe,  and  the  fmall  cattle  have  their  par- 
ticular ftables  and  flyes  -,  and  at  the  gable 
end  of  this  building  there  are  great  gates,' 
fo  that  a  horfe  and  cart  can  go  ftrait 
through :  thus  is  the  threfhing-floor,  fta- 
ble, hay-loft,  cowhoufe,  coach-houfe,  &c, 
all  under  one  roof. 

The  Penfylvanians  are  an  induftrious 
;  and  hardy  people,  they  are  molt  of  them 
fubftantial,  but  cannot  be  confidered  rich, 
it  being  rarely  the  cafe  with  landed  people. 
However,  they  are  well  lodged,  fed,  and 
clad,  and  the  latter  at  an  eafy  rate,  as  the 
inferior  people  manufaflure  moft  of  their 
own  apparel,  both  linnen^  and  woollens, 
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and  are  more  induftrious  of  themfclvcs, 
having  but  few  blacks  among  them. 

They  have  a  curious  method  to  prevent 
their  geefe  from  creeping  through  broken 
inclofures,  by  means  of  four  little  flicks, 
about  a  foot  in  length,  which  are  faftened 
crofsways  about  their  necks.  You  cannot 
imagine  how  extremely  aukward  they  ap- 
pear, though  it  is  diverting  enough  to  fee 
them  walk  with  this  ornament  ^  theJ  r  mode 
preventing  horfes  from  leaping  over  their 
inclofures  is  equally  as  curious,  they  faften 
round  the  horfe*s  neck  a  piece  of  wood,  at 
the  lower  end  of  which  is  a  hook,  which, 
catching  in  the  railing,  Hops  the  horfe  juft 
as  he  is  rifmg  to  leap  over ;  fome  indeed, 
faften  the  fore  and  hind  foot  together, 
which  makes  them  walk  flow ;  both  thefc 
methods  are  extremely  dangerous  to  the 
horfes. 
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In  New  England  they  have  a  very  few 
hives  of  bees,  but  in  this  province,  almoft 
eveiy  farm  houfe  has  feven  or  eight ;  it  is 
ibmewhat  remarkable  they  fhould  be  more 
predominant  here,  as  all  the  bees  uponithe 
Continent  were  originally  brought  from 
England  to  Bofton,  about  one  hundred 
years  ago ;  the.  bee  is  not  natural  to  Ame- 
rica, foe  the  firft  planters  never  obferved 
a  fuigle  one  in  the  immcnfe  tra6l  of 
woods  they  cleared,  and  what  I  think 
Hands  forth  a  moft  indubitable  proof 
that  it  is  not  the  Indians,  as  they  have 
a  word  in  their  language  for  all  animals, 
natives  of  the  country,  have  no  word 
for  a  bee,  and  therefore  they  call  them 
by  the  name  of  the  Englijhmajis  Fly, 
On  the  high  road  from  Philadelphia  to 
this  town  are  mileftones,  which  are  the 
firft  I  obferved  put  up  in  this  country, 
as  to  the  other  parts,  the  inhabitants  only 
compute  the  diflance  at  guefs.  It  was  no 
little  mortification  that  we  were  debarred 
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feeing  one  of  the  firft  citjes  of  America 
(Philadelphia)  we  pafled  within  twelve 
miles  of  it,  and  feveral  of  us  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Commanding  Officer  wha 
efcorted  us,  to  grant  permiiFion  for  us  to 
go  into  the  city,  afl'uring  him  we  would 
upon  our  honour  join  the  troops  at  nights 
He  was  a  good-natured  man,  and  nearly 
complying  with  our  requeft^  but  on  a  fud- 
den  faid,  he  really  could  rK)t,  as  Congrefa 
would  be  mightily  difpleafed  at  it  j  how- 
ever^  we  conlble  ourfetves,  that  on  our  ex- 
change, we  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  it.  '  ,  'x 

'  ''i 
f 

In  the  greateft  part  of  our  march  the 
inhabitants  were  making  of  cyder,  for  ia 
almoil  every  faim  there  is  a  prefs,  though 
made  in  a  diiFercnt  manner;  fome  make 
ufe  of  a  wheel  made  of  thick  oak  plank^ 
which  turns  upon  a  wooden  axis,  by  means 
of  a  horfe  drawing  it,  and  fome  have  ftone 
wheels,  but  they  are  moftly  of  the  former. 

In 
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In  travelling  through  Penfylvania,  you 
meet  with  pv'^ople  of  almoft  every  different 
pcrfuafion  of  religion  that  exifts  j  in  (hort, 
the  diverfity  of  religions,  nations,  and  lan- 
guages here  is  aftonilhing,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  harmony  they  live  in  no  lefs 
edifying^  notwithftanding  every  one,  who 
wifhes  well  to  religion,  is  hurt  to  fee  the 
diverfity  that  prevails,  and  would,  by  the 
moft  foothing  means,  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent it  J  yet,  when  the  misfortune  once 
takes  place,  and  there  is  no  longer  an 
union  of  fentiments,  it  is  neverthelefs  glo- 
rious to  preferve  an  union  of  afFe6lions, 
and  certainly  it  muft  be  highly  pleafmg 
to  fee  men  live,  though  of  fo  many 
different  perfuafions,  yet,  to  the  fame 
Chriftian  principles,  and  though  not  of 
the  fame  religion,  flill  to  the  great  end 
of  all,  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  man- 
kind. Among  the  numerous  fedls  of  reli- 
gion with  which  this  province  abounds, 
for  there  are  Churchmen,  Quakers,  Calvi- 

nifls, 


THROUGH     AMERICA, 


285 


nifts,  Lutherans,  Catholics,  Methodifts, 
Menifts,  Moravians,  Independants,  Ana- 
baptifts,  there  is  a  fe6l  which,  perhaps, 
you  never  heard  of,  called  the  Dumplcrs  j 
this  fe6l  took  its  origin  from  a  German, 
who,  weary  of  the  world,  retired  to  a  very 
folitary  place,  about  fifty  miles  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  order  to  give  up  his  whole 
time  to  contemplation  j  feveral  of  his  coun- 
tiymen  came  to  vifit  him  in  his  retreat, 
and  by  his  pious,  fimple,  and  peaceable 
manners,  many  were  induced  to  fettle  near 
him,  and,  in  a  fhort  time  adopting  his 
modes,  they  formed  a  little  colony,  which 
they  named  Euphrates,  in  allufion  to  that 
river  upon  whofe  borders  the  Hebrews 
were  accuftomed  to  fing  pfalms. 


M 


I 
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Their  little  city  is  built  in  the  form  of 
a  triangle,  and  bordered  with  mulberry 
and  apple-trees,  very  regularly  planted. 
In  the  centc:  of  the  town  is  a  large 
orchard,  and  between  the  orchard  and  the 

ranges 
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ranges  of  trees  that  are  planted  round  the 
borders,  are  their  houfes,  which  are  built 
of  wood,  and  three  ftories  high,  in  thefe 
every  Dumpier  is  left  to  enjoy  his  medita- 
tions without  difturbance ;  thefe  contem- 
plative men,  in  the  whole,  do  not  amount 
to  more  than  five  hundred ;  their  territoi*y 
is  nearly  three  hundred  acres  in  extent, 
on  one  (ide  is  a  river,  on  another  a  piece 
of  itagnatcd  water,  and  on  the  other  two 
are  mountains  covered  wjth  trees. 

They  have  women  of  their  community, 
who  live  feparate  from  the  men ;  they 
Xeldom  fee  each  other  but  at  places  of 
.worfhip,  and  never  have  meetings  of 
any  kind  but  for  public  bufmefs ;  their 
whole  life  is  fpent  in  labor,  prayer,  and 
deep  ;  twice  eveiy  day  and  night  they  arc 
Summoned  from  their  cells  to  attend  divine 
fcrvice;  as  to  their  religion,  in  fome 
-meafure,  it  refembles  the  Quakers,  for 
-every  individual,  if  he  thinks  himfelf  in- 
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fpired,  has  a  right  to  preach. — The  fub- 
je6ls  they  chiefly  difcburfe  upon  are  hu- 
mility, temperance,  charity,  and  other 
Chriftian  virtues;  never  violating  that 
day  held  facred  amongfl:  all  perfuafions ; 
they  admit  of  a  Hell  and  a  Paradife,  but 
deny  the  eternity  of  future  puniflimcnts. 
As  to  the  do6lrine  of  original  fin,  they  hold 
it  as  impious  blafphemy,  together  with 
every  tenet  that  is  fevere  to  man,  deeming 
it  injurious  to  divinity, — As  they  allow 
no  merit  to  any  but  voluntary  works, 
baptifm  is  only  adminiftcred  to  the  adult; 
nevcrthelcfs,  they  think  it  fo  eflentially 
^necefiary  to  falvation,  as  to  imagine  the 
fouls  of  Chriflians  are  employed  in  the 
other  world,  in  the  converfion  of  thofe 
who  have  not  died  under  the  light  of  the 
Golpel. 


nil' 
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Religion  among  the  Dumplers,  has  the 
fame  effect  philofophy  had  upon  the 
Stoics,  rendering  them  infenfible  to  every 

kind 
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kind  of  infult  i  they  are  more  paflivc  and 
dilinterefted  than  the  Quakers,  for  they 
will  fuffcr  themfelves  to  be  cheated,  rob- 
bed, anc^  abufed,  without  the  leaft  idea  of 
retaliation,  or  even  a  complaint. 


!  ; 


i    ■* 

I    ;■ 


Their  drefs  is  very  fimple  and  plain, 
confiding  of  a  long  white  gown,  from 
whence  hangs  a  hood  to  ferve  the  purpofes 
of  a  hat,  a  coarfe  fhirt,  thick  (hoes,  and 
very  wide  breeches,  fomething  refembl- 
ing  thofe  the  Turks  wear.  The  men 
wear  their  beards  to  a  great  length,  fome 
I  faw  were  down  to  the  waift  j  at  the 
firft  fight  of  them,  I  could  not  help  com- 
paring them  to  our  old  ancient  bards,  the 
Druids,  from  their  reverential  appearance; 
the  women  are  drelled  finiilar  to  the  men, 
excepting  the  breeches. 

Their  life  is  very  abftemlous,  and  eating 
no  meats,  not  that  they  deem  it  unlawful, 
but  more  conformable  to   the   fpirit  of 

Chriftianity, 
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Chiiftianity,  which  they  argue  has  an 
averfion  to  blood,  and  upon  thofe  grounds 
they  fubfift  only  on  vegetables,  and  the 
produce  of  the  earth.  .  Tj  >  * 

They  follow  with  great  chearfulnefs 
their  various  branches  of  bufinefs,  in 
fome  one  of  which,  every  individual  par- 
takes, and  the  produce  of  their  labor  is 
depofitcd  in  one  common  flock,  to  fupply 
the  necefllties  of  every  individual,  and  by 
this  union  of  induftry,  they  have  not  only 

eftablifhed  agriculture  and  manufadlures, 
fufficient  to  fupport  this  littJl%fociety,  but 
fuperfluities  for  the  purpofes  of  exchange 
for  European  commc  lities. 


■<!**■!  •/' 


Though  the  two  fexes  live  feparate, 
they  do  not  renounce  matrimony,  but 
thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  it  leave  the  city 
and  fettle  in  the  country,  on  a  tradl:  of 
land  which  the  Dumplers  have  purchafed 
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for  that  pvirpofe,  the  couple  are  fup- 
ported  at  the  public  expences,  which  they 
repay  by  the  produce  of  their  labor,  and 
their  children  are  fent  to  Germany  for 
education.  Without  this  wife  policy,  the 
Dotnplers  would  be  little  better  than 
Monks,  and  in  procefs  of  time  anni- 
hilated. 


Although  there  are  fo  many  le£ts,  and 
fuch  a  difference  of  religious  opinions  in 
this  province,  it  is  furprizing  the  harmony 
which  fubfifts  among  them  ;  they  confider 
themfelves  as  children  of  the  fame  father, 
and  live  like  brethren,  becaufe  they  have 
the  liberty  of  thinking  like  men,  to  this 
pleafmg  harmony,  in  a  great  meafure,  is 
to  be  attributed  the  rapid  and  flourifhing 
flate  of  Penfylvania,  above  all  the  other 
provinces.  Would  to  Heaven  that  har- 
mony was  equally  as  prevalant  all  over  the 
globe  5  if  it  was,  I  think  you'll  acquiefce 

with 
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With  me  in  opinion,  that  it  would  be  for 
the  general  welfare  of  mankind* 

An  officer  who  is  exchanged,  and  go* 
ing  to  New-Yorkj  having  fent  for  my 
letters,  I  muft  haftily  conclude,  afTuring 
you,  I  am 


J 


1 


Yours,  &c. 


Vz 


Lfil*- 
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LETTER        LX. 
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Laneaflert  in  Pen^I'vama, 
Dee.  17,  1778, 


MV    DEAR    FRIEND, 


TN  our  way  hither,  we  crofled  the  Skuyl- 
^  kill,  over  the  bridge  built  by  General 
Waihington's  army,  when  they  were  en- 
camped at  Valley-Forge.  I  imagine  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Americans,  that  this 
bridge  ftiould  remain  as  a  triumphal  me- 
mento, for  in  the  center  of  every  arch  is 
engraved  in  the  wood,  the  names  of  the 
principal  Generals  in  their  country  5  and 
in  the  middle  arch  was  General  Waihing- 
ton's, with  the  date  of  the  year:    this 
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bridge  was  built  to  preferve  a  communi- 
cation, and  to  favor  a  retreat,  in  cafe 
they  were  compelled  to  quit  their  en- 
campment. 


Our  troops  flept  in  the  huts  at  Valley- 
Forge,  which  had  been  conftrufted  by  the 
Americans ;  and  as  we  waited  till  late  the 
next  day  for  the  deliveiy  of  provifions  be- 
fore we  marched,  I  had  a  full  opportunity 
to  reconnoitre  the  whole  camp :   on  the 
eaA  and  fouth  fide  were  entrenchments, 
with  a  ditch  fix  feet  wide  and  three  deep, 
the  mound  not  four  feet  high,  very  nar^ 
row,  and  eafily  to  have  been  beat  down 
with  cannon  j  two  redoubts  were  alfo  be- 
gun,  but  not  compleated,  the  Skuylkill 
was  on  the  left,  and  as  1  before  obferved, 
with  a  bridge  acrofs ;  the  rear  was  moftly 
covered  by  an  impaflable  precipice  formed 
by  Valley  Creek,  having  only  a  narrow 
paiTage  near   the    Skuylkill :    this    camp 
was  by  no  means  difficult  of  acccfs,  for  the 
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right  was  attainable,  and  in  one  part  of 
the  front  the  afcent  was  fcarcely  to  be 
perceived,  the  defences  were  exceedingly 
weak,  and  this  is  the  only  inflance  I  ever 
faw  of  the  Americans  having  fuch  flight 
works,  thefe  being  fuch  as  a  fix-pounder 
could  eafily  have  battered  down ;  the 
ditches  were  not  more  than  three  feet  deep, 
and  fo  narrow,  that  a  drum-boy  might 
with  eafe  leap  over.       - 

''  '  ,  ■     '  f 

;  / 

A  Loyalift,  at  whofe  houfe  I  was  quar- 
tered, at  Valley  Forge,  and  who  relided 
there  at  the  time  Wa(hington*s  army  was 
encamped,  told  me,  that  when  General 
Wafhington  chofe  that  fpot  for  his  Win- 
ter quarters,  his  men  were  obliged  to 
build  them  huts  with  round  logs,  fill  the 
interftices  with  clay,  and  cover  them 
with  loofe  flraw  and  dirt,  very  uncom- 
fortable, as  the  fhelter  was  not  fecure 
from  the  weather,  where  the  men  fufFered 
exceedingly  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
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fcafon,  the  camp  diforder  raged  among 
them,  the  greater  part  of  them  were  in  a 
manner  naked  at  that  levere  feafon  of  the 
year;  many  without  flioes  and  flockings, 
and  very  few,  except  the  Virginia  troops, 
with  the  neceflary  cloathing :  his  army 
was  wafting  away  by  ficknefs,  that  raged 
with  extreme  mortahty  in  all  his  different 
hofpitals,  which  are  no  lefs  than  eleven, 
and  without  the  eflential  medicines  to  re- 
lieve them;  his  army  was  likewife  di- 
miniftied  by  conftant  defertions  in  com- 
panies, from  ten  to  fifty  at  a  time,  that  at 
one  period,  it  was  reduced  to  four  thou- 
fand  men,  and  thofe  with  propriety  could 
not  be  called  efFe6Live.  The  horfes 
from  being  conftantly  expofed  to 
fhowers  of  rain  and  falls  of  fnow,  both 
day  and  night,  wxre  in  fuch  a  condi- 
tion, that  many  of  them  died,  and 
the  reft  were  fo  emaciated,  as  to  be  unfit 
for  labor,  had  he  been  attacked  and 
repulfed,    he  muft  have  left  behind  all 
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his  artillery,  for  want  of  horfes  to  convey 
it;  in  addition  to  all  thefe  diftreffes, 
Wafhington  had  not  in  his  camp,  at 
any  one  time,  a  week's  provifion  for  man 
and  horfe,  and  fometimcs  he  was  totally 
deftitute. 


The  Loyalifts  greatly  cenfure  General 
flowp,  in  fufFering  Wafhington  to  con- 
tinue in  this  w^ak  and  dangerous  ftate 
from  December  till  May,  and  equally 
aftoniflied  what  could  be  the  motive  he 
did  not  attack,  furround,  or  take  by  fiege, 
the  whole  army,  when  the  feverity  of  the 
weather  was  gone^ — they  expe6led  that  in 
the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May, 
they  fhould  hear  of  the  camp  being  ftorm- 
^d  or  befieged.  Certainly  the  fituation  of 
it  favored  either,  for  on  the  left  was  the 
Skuylkill  that  was  impaffable,  but  over 
the  bridge,  on  the  rear,  lay  Valley  Creek, 
with  the  precipice  and  narrow  pafs;  on 
the  right,  and  in  the  front,  it  could  be 
^  ;^        ^  ;  approached 
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approached  on  equal  terms;  by  porting 
two    thoufand    men    on   a  commanding 
ground,  near  the  bridge   on  the  North 
fide  of  the  Skuylkill,  it  would  have  ren- 
dered the  efcape  of  the  enemy  on  the  left 
impoffible.     Two  thoufand  polled  on  a 
like  ground   oppofite    the  narrow  pafs, 
effe6tually  prevented  a  retreat  by  the  rear, 
and  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  placed  on  th« 
right  and.  in  the  front  of  his  camp,  would 
have  deprived  them    of  flight  on  thofe 
fides ;  the  pofitions  were  fuch,  that  if  any 
corps  were  attacked,  they  could  inftantly 
have  been  fupported ;  under  all  thefe  fa- 
vorable circumftances,  fuccefs  was  to  be 
little  doubted ;    but  it  fliould  feem  that 
General  Howe  was  exadlly  in  the  fame 
fituation  as  General  Burgoyne,   refpeSing 
intelligence,  obtaining  none  he  could  place 
a  perfedl  reliance  on.     In  fa6l,  the  Ame- 
ricans have  a  moft  decided  fuperiority  over 
us  this  war  in  that  refpedl,  our  poft  and 
fituations,  nay,  even  fecret  marches,  with 
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their  intentions,  are  made  known  to  Ge- 
neral Wafliington  by  the  inumerable  fpies 
and  fecret  enemies  who  come  into  our 
camp  and  lines,  under  the  fpecious  cha- 
racter of  Loyalifts  5  it  is  quite  the  reverfe 
with  him,  eveiy  man  who  enters  his  camp 
is  known  to  fome  one  or  other,  as  his 
army  is  compofcd  of  troops  from  every 
province. 

The  Loyalifts  in  Penfylvenia  generally 
accufe  General  Howe  with  ungrateful  con- 
duct, in  abandoning  Philadelphia,  after 
all  the  afliflance  they  had  given  him,  and 
not  having,  during  the  Winter,  endeavor- 
ed to  diflodged  General  Wafhington  at 
Valley  Forge,  fufFering  the  enemy  to  har- 
rafs  and  diftrefs  the  loyal  inhabitants  on 
every  fide  of  the  Britifh  lines,  deftroying 
their  mills,  feizing  their  grain,  horfes  and 
cattle,  imprifoning,  whipping,  branding 
and  killing  the  unhappy  people,  devoted  to 
the  caufe  of  their  Sovereign,  who,  at  every 

rifque. 


THROUGH    AMERICA.' 


299 


rifque  were  daily  fupplying  the  army,  navy, 
and  Loyal  inhabitants  within  the  lines, 
with  eveiy  neceflary,  and  luxury  the 
country  afforded. 


Indeed,  the  Loyal ifts  of  Penfylvania  arc 
greatly  to  be  pitied,  for  they  have  been 
much  perfecuted  fince  our  troops  evacuted 
Philadelphia,  their  loyalty  is  greatly  abated, 
as  they  conceive  themfelves  made  a  facri- 
fice  of  by  the  condu6l  of  General  Howe  j 
and  are  fo  exceeding  incenfed,  and  violent 
againft  him,  they  do  not  hefitate  to  fay, 
that  in  eafc  and  comfort,  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, he  cared  little  for  military  fame 
or  glory ;  that  he  negle6led  his  duty  to  his 
King  and  country,  that  he  negle6led  the 
intereft  and  fafety  of  the  country  he  was 
fent  to  proteft,  and  that  his  whole  condu6t 
was  founded  on  private  intereft  and  am- 
bition ;  you  fhall  not  know  my  fentiments 
^till  we  meet. 


At 
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At  a  poor  farm  houfe  I  was  quartered  at, 
the  night  before  we  came  into  this  town,  I 
was  much  furprized  when  it  grew  dark,  to 
fee  the  landlady  bring  in  a  couple  of  green 
wax-candles,  which  at  firft  we  really  took 
them  to  be  5  but  lo !  they  were  made  from 
the  berries  of  a  tree,  which  is  called  the 
tallow  Ihrub,  as  they  produce  a  kind  of 
wax  or  tallow  -,  this  plant  grows  in  Eng- 
land,   and  known   by  the  name   of  the 
candleberry  tree.     The  method  of  making 
the  fat  from  thefe  berries,  is  by  gathering 
them  late  in  the  Autumn,  then  they  are 
put  into  a  pot  of  boiling  water ;   of  courfe 
the  fat  melts  out,  and  floats  on  the  fur-r 
face,  which  is  Ikimmed  off,  and  this  pro* 
cefs  is  continued,  'till  there  is  no  fat  left, 
when    congealed,    it    has  a  green  dirty 
color,  but  after  refined,   becomes  perfe<Sly 
tranfparent;  with  this  they  manufa6lure 
their  candles ;  they  were  formerly  much 
ufed,  but  before  the  war,  they  could  pro- 
cure tallow  in  great  abundance,  and  therc- 
i*  .  fore 


THROUGH     AMERICA. 


301 


fore  ufed  it  in  preference,  as  the  time  for 
gathering  the  berries  and  preparing  them, 
fcarcely  repays  the  trouble.  Now  the  poor 
inhabitants  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
them,  as  no  tallow  is  imported,  and  all 
the  cattle  is  taken  for  the  fupply  of  the 
army.  There  are  many  qualities  apper- 
taining to  the  candles  made  from  their 
berries  ;  they  do  not  eafily  bend  or  melt  in 
Summer,  as  common  candles,  they  burn 
better  and  flower,  and  when  extinguiflied, 
do  not  fmoak,  but  rather  evaporate  with 


an  agreeable  odour.  - 
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The  town  of  Lancafter  is  the  largeft  in- 
land town  in  America,  it  contains  at  leaft 
ten  thoufand  inhabitants,  chiefly  Germans 
and  Irifli,  there  are  fome  few  good  houfes, 
and  exclufive  of  thofe,  it  appears  neither 
handfome,  nor  agreeable;  however  the 
markets  are  plentifully  fupplied  with  all 
forts  of  provifion,  and  the  cyder  is  very  ex- 

•-  v.     cellent. 


1 


•■'  •  ii 


302  INTERIOR     TRAVELS 

ccltcnt,  the  neareft  to  Englifh  o(  any  I  niet 
with  in  America. 


Moft  of  the  houfes  before  the  door 
have  an  elevation,  to  which  you  afcend  by 
fleps  from  the  ftreet,  refembling  a  fmall 
balcony  with  benches  on  both  fides,  where 
the  inhabitants  fit  and  enjoy  the  frefh  air, 
and  view  the  people  pafllng ;  moil  of  them 
have  ftovcs  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Ca- 
nadians. 

This  town,  before  the  commencement 
of  thefe  unhappy  troubles,  carried  on  a 
confiderable  trade  with  Philadelphia,  and 
the  frontier  fettlements ;  now  it  has  fcarcely 
fufficient  to  fupply  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  neighbouring  farms  ;  it  is  really  a  dif- 
trefTing  circumftance,  to  fee  fuch  a  popu- 
lous, and  no  doubt,  flouiifhing  town, 
once  a  fcene  of  buftling  induftry,  now 
in  a  ftate  of  fupinenefs,  the  fliopkeep- 
ep  lolling  and  fmoaking  at  their  doors, 
t  their 
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their  fliops  which  were  overflowing  with 
forts  of  commodities,  fcarccly  contain 
more  than  Shakefpere's  Apothecary's  "  a 
"  beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes,"  un- 
lefs  indeed,  foiiie  French  frippery,  which 
the  inhabitants  will  not  purchafe;  the 
only  little  fign  of  trade  that  I  could  per- 
ceive, was  among  fadlers  and  gunfmiths, 
who  were  makiig  materials  for  the  Conti- 
nental army: This  unhappy  war  has 

thrown  the  Americans  into  fuch  a  ftate, 
that  it  will  be  a  century  before  they  can 
recover  from  it. 

The  town  of  Lancafter  has  no  building 
of  any  confequence,  except  the  Lutheian 
church,  which,  is  only  built  of  brick, 
the  infide  has  a  moft  magnificent  appear- 
ance ',  the  large  galleries  on  each  fide,  the 
fpacious  orgajn-loft,  fupported  by  Corin- 
thian pillars,  arc  exceedingly  beautiful, 
and  there  are  pillars  of  the  Ionic  order, 
from  the  galleries  to  the  roof.     The  altar- 

piecQ 


iu. 


^'i 


304 


INTERIOR    TRAVELS 


$ 


II 


I 


piece  is  very  elegantly  ornamented ;  the 
whole  of  the  church,  as  well  as  the  or- 
gan; painted  white  with  gilt  decorations, 
which  has  a  very  neat  appearance;  it 
greatly  reminded  me  of  the  chapel  at 
Greenwich  Hofpital ;  the  organ  is  reckon- 
ed the  largeft  and  bed  in  America,  it  was 
built  by  a  German,  who  rclidcs  about 
feventeen  miles  from  Lancafter,  he  made 
every  individual  part  of  it  with  his  own 
hands  5  it  was  near  feven  years  in  com- 
pleating;  the  organ  has  not  only  every 
pipe  and  Hop  that  is  in  moft  others,  but 
it  has  many  other  pipes  to  fwcll  the  bafs, 
which  are  of  an  amazing  circumference, 
and  thcfe  are  played  upon  by  the  feet, 
there  being  a  row  of  wooden  keys  that  the 
performer  treads  on.  I  do  not  rccolleft 
ever  feeing  an  organ  of  this  con(lru6lion, 
except  thofe  of  the  Savoy  Chapel  and  St. 
Paul's  J  in  the  latter  they  arc  ihiit  up  as  the 
vibration  of  found  was  found  too  power- 
ful for  the  dome ;  but  then  they  had  only 
^y,M-y^  ■   ■  "-'^   four* 
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four  or  five  of  thefe  wooden  keys,  whereas 
this  organ  has .  a  dozen :  the  man  who 
fliewed  the  inftrument  played  on  it,  and 
the  effe6l  of  thefe  keys  was  aftonifliing,  it 
abfolutely  made  the  very  building  (hake. 
It  is  the  largeft,  and  I  think  the  fineft 
I  ever  faw,  without  exception;  and 
when  you  examine  it,  you  wonder  it  did 
not  take  up  lue  man's  whole  life  in  con- 
ftruflingj  to  eftimate  its  goodnefs  and 
value,  I  fhall  only  tell  you  it  coft  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling ;  to 
you  who  are  fo  mufical,  what  a  treat 
would  it  be  to  be  here  a  few  hours  onlyi 
unlefs  indeed,  you  would  think  a  few 
more  not  thrown  away  entirely,  when  * 
allotted  to 


Yours,  &c« 
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MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 


FridtricAf'Tmvn,  in  Maryland^ 
Dec.  z^th,  1778. 


2^  FTER  we  left  Lancafter,  we  eroffed 
^  ^  the  Sufquehannah, 'which,  though  a 
large,  broad,  and  beautiful  river,  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  on  account  of  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  current,  and  innumerable 
fmall  rocks  that  jufl  make  their  appearance 
above  the  furface ;  in  croffing  it  we  were 
not  without  our  fears,  for  a  fcowl,  belong- 
ing to  the  fecond  brigade,  in  which  Lord 
Torphinchin,  and  a  number  of  officers 
and  ibldiers  of  the  twenty-firft  regiment 
,  '•  ..  .i  •  , .     was 
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was  near  being  loft  by  ftrildng  cm  one  of 
thefe  rocks  j  this  river  falls  Into  the  Chefa-* 
peak  and  forms  the  head  of  that  vaft  water, 
which,  though  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft 
beautiful  rivers  in  America,  is  the  leaft 
ufeful,  as  it  is  not  navigable  above  twelve 
or  fifteen  miles  at  the  fartheft,  for  ihips 
of  any  burthen,  and  above  that  fcarcely 
fo  for  canoes  J  the  utility  of  this  river 
would  be  great,  if  the  navigation,  even 
for  canoes  was  pradlicable,  as  the  fource 
of  the  eaft  branch  of  this  river  is  in  the 
Mohawk  countiy,  and  from  thence  to  tlie 
mouth  in  the  Chefapeak,  is  near  feven 
hundred  miles. 


m 


111) 


!4 


After  we  crofTed  the  Sufquehannah,  wc 
arrived  at  York- town,  which  was  fome  time 
the  feat  of  Congrefs  j  this  is  reckoned  the 
fecond  inland  town  in  America,  it  is  not 
near  fo  large  as  Lancafter,  but  much  plea- 
fan  ter,  being  fituated  on  Codorow-creek, 
a  pretty  ftream  which  falls  into  the  Seque- 
a.%  X  a  hannah  -, 
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harinali ;  this  town  contains  between  two 
and  three  thoufand  inhabitants,  chiefly 
Irifh,  intermixed  with  a  few  Germans  j 
here  was  formerly  more  trade  than  in 
Lancafler,  and  notwithftanding  the  trou- 
bles, it  has  ftill  more  the  appearance 
of  it ;  as  we  came  into  the  town  at 
four  o*clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  march- 
ed the  next  morning,  you  may  eafily 
imagine  I  had  but  little  time  to  make  any 
very  particular  obfervations  5  but  in  walk- 
ing about,  I  faw  the  Court-houfe  and  a 
few  churches,  which  are  very  neat  brick 
buildings,  and  I  remarked  the  houfes  were 
much  better  T^uilt,^  and  with  more  regu- 
larity than  at  Lancafler;  of  the  two, 
though  York  is  confiderably  lefs  than  the 
other,  I  (hould  give  it  the  preference  for  a 
place  of  refidence. 

As  I  obferved  in  a  former  letter,  it  w2s 

with  a  view  and  hoj>e  that  the  men  would 

defert,  that  the  Congrefs  marched  us  at 

=  ■-   "  — ^  ,    ,.\     this 
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this  inclement  fealbuj  numbers  have  an-* 
fwered  their  wifhes,  efpecially  the  Ger* 
mans,  who  feeing  in  what  a  comfortable 
manner  their  countrymen  live,  left  us  in 
great  numbers,  as  we  marched  through 
New-York,  the  Jerfeys  and  Penfylvania; 
among  the  number  of  deferters  is  my  fer- 
vant,  who,  as  we  left  Lancafter,  ran  from 
me  with  my  horfe,  portmanteau,  and  every 
thing  he  could  take  with  him.  I  did  not 
mifs  him  till  night,  as  I  concluded  he  was 
with  the  baggage  waggons ;  the  next 
morning  I  obtained  permillion  from  the 
officer  that  efcorted  us,  to  return  back  in 
purfuit  of  him,  as  I  h&d  reafons  to  fuppofe 
he  was  going  back  to  New-England ;  in 
the  afternoon,  on  the  other  lide  of  Lan- 
cafler,  I  met  the  jfirfl  brigade  of  the  Ger- 
mans, who  were  marching  into  the  to^yc(* 
Being  acquainted  with  Colonel  Mingen, 
who  commanded,  he  enquired  if  I  had  or-: 
ders  for  him,  but  telling  him  the  purport 
of  my  return,  he  informed  me  th^t  h(?  had 
,        X  3  ;  met 
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met  my  fervant  that  morning,  juft  as  they 
were  going  to  march  ;  he  enquired  of  him 
how  I  did,  and  the  reafon  of  his  returning, 
when  the  fellow  faid  "  I  was  very  well, 
**  and  that  I  defired  my  compliments  to 
^*  him,  if  he  Ihould  meet  him,  and  that 
*'  he  was  returning  for  a  pair  of  faddle* 
**  bags  that  he  left  behind  on  the  road." 
After  this  I  thought  any  purfuit  in  vain, 
therefore  returned  back  to  the  regiment, 
who,  by  this  time,  had  arrived  in  this 
town. 


.:j. 


We  have  been  greatly  perplexed  in  our 
march  through  the  different  provinces,  by 
the  dollars  being  of  fuch  vai'ious  value  -,  in 
fome  it  is  only  fix  ihillings,  in  others 
feven,  fevcn  and  iixpence,  and  eight  fhiU 
Upgs.  The  provinces  entertain  little  opi- 
jiiou  as  to  the  value  of  their  neighbours* 
money,  as  it  will  not  pafs  in  the  next 
province  j  the  NeW-York  money  will  not 
pafs  in  the  Jerfeys,  nor  that  of  the  Jerfeys 
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in  Penfylvania,  and  fo  on.  The  Congrefs 
money  is  taken  throughout  the  whole  of 
them,  but  tliere  are  fome  provhices  which 
deem  their  own  money  of  more  real  value 
than  that  of  Congrefs,  and  take  it  in  pre- 
ference, not  that  they  dare  refufe  the  other, 
as  it  would  be  deemed  high  treafon. 


Till  our  arrival  at  this  place,  we  have 
had  the  moft  delightful  weather  imagin- 
able,  but  yefterday  morning  there  came  on 
a  moft  violent  fnow  ftorm,  and  which  laft» 
ed  the  whole  day  j  it  was  as  fevere  as  any 
I  ever  faw  in  Canada ;  the  fnow  is  up  to 
one's  knees,  which  has  rendered  the  Po- 
towmack  fo  dangerous,  that  we  are  wait- 
ing here  till  it  either  freezes  over,  or  be- 
comes paflable,  the  firft  brigade  are  for- 
tunate, for  by  this  time,  they  are  arrived 
at  Charlottefville.  -  > 


'V'. 


Frederick  Town  is  a  fine  large  town, 
and  has  a  very  noble  appearance,  as  the 
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houfes  arc  moftly  formed  of  brick  and 
flone,  there  being  very  few  timber  build- 
ings in  it ;  it  contains  near  two  thoufand 
inhabitants,  chiefly  Germans,  quite  in- 
land, the  neareft  port  being  George  Town, 
which  is  fifty  miles  diftant,  the  only  river, 
which  is  the  Potowmack,  is  eight  miles 
from  the  town. 


v« 


About  four  miles  before  you  enter  it, 
you  crofs  the  Monoccacy  Creek,  which, 
without  a  guide  to  fliew  the  ford,  a 
ftranger  muft  inevitably  be  carried  down 
the  ftream  j  this  ford  is  in  the  form  of  a 
crefcent,  and  made  with  large  loofe  ftones, 
that  a  horfe  is  in  continual  danger  of  fall- 
ing ',  the  water,  in  general,  is  up  to  the 
ikirts  of  the  faddle,  and  after  the  leaft  fall 
of  r^n,  it  is  impafTable  for  fome  hours ; 
there  is  a  ferry-boat,  but  it  is  fo  badly 
attended,  and  in  fuch  a  fliattered  flate, 
that  you  are  afraid  to  venture  in  it. 


I  am 
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T  am  quartered  at  the  houfe  of  a  Mr. 
M*Murdo,  who  is  the  Commiflary  of 
Provifions  in  this  town,  and,  although 
ftrongly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, poffefTes  very  philanthropic  ideas^ 
his  treatment  and  polite  behaviour  to  the 
officers  quartered  at  his  houfe,  truly  mark 
the  gentleman  and  man  of  the  world. — His 
attention  is  fuch,  that  although  for  this  day, 
which  is  as  much  a  day  of  felHval  as  in 
England,  he  has  been  engaged  for  fome  time 
paft  among  his  friends  and  relations,  he 
would  flay  at  home,  and  entertain  us  with 
an  excellent  Chriftmas  dinner,  not  even 
forgetting  plumb-pudding.  If  the  Ame- 
ricans in  general  poflelled  fuch  liberal 
fentiments,  it  would  prevent  the  many 
horrid  barbarities  and  perfecutions  which 
arife  in  confequence  of  this  unnatural 
war,  and  which  have  branded  the  name 
of  America  with  an  odium,  that  no  time 
can  obliterate,  no  merit  expunge. 


1  ^ 
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I  now  experience  what  has  been  often 
told  me,  that  the  further  I  went  to  the 
fouthward,  I  fliould  find  the  inhabitants 
pofTef^  more  liberality  and  hofpitality. 
I  remain 


Your's,  &c. 
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'Jonti^s  Plantat'iQ      ntar  Ch./lottepvillit 
inFirginia,  "Jem,  20,   1779. 


MY    DEAR   FRIEND, 

AF  T  E  R  we  left  Frederick  Town,  we 
croiTed  the  Potowmack  River  with 
imminent  danger,  as  the  current  was  vei^ 
rapid,  large  floats  of  ice  fwimming  d6wn 
it,  though  the  river  was  only  half  a  mile 
wide,  the  fcowl  that  I  crofled  over  in  had 
feveral  narrow  efcapes ;  at  one  time  it  was 
quite  faftened  in  the  ice,  but  by  great  ex- 
ertions of  the  men  in  breaking  it,  we  made 
good  our  landing  on  the  oppofite  fhore, 
iiear  a  mile  lower  than  the  Ferry. 

The 
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The  difficulty  of  croffing  was  only  a 
fore-runner  of  the  hardfliips  and  fatigues 
we  were  to  experience  on  our  entering 
Virginia}  for  on  our  march  to  this  place, 
the  men  experienced  fuch  diHrefles,  as 
were  fevere  in  the  extreme  j  the  roads  were 
•xceedingly  bad  from  the  late  fall  of  fnow, 
which  was  encrufted,  but  not  fufficicntly  to 
bear  the  weight  of  a  man,  fo  we  were  con- 
tinually fmking  us  up  to  our  knees,  and 
cutting  our  fliins  and  ancles,  and,  perhaps, 
after  a  march  of  fixteen  or  eighteen  miles 
in  this  maner,  at  night  the  privates  had  to 
fleep  in  woods ;  after  their  ariival  at  the 
place  of  deftination,  the  officers  had  to 
ride  five  or  fix  miles  to  find  a  hovel  to 
reft  in. 

But  on  our  arrival  at  Charlottefville,  no 
pen  can  defcribe  the  fcene  of  mifery  and 
confufion  that  enfued  j  the  officers  of  the 
firft  and  fecond  brigade  were  in  the  town, 
and  our  arrival  added  to  their  diftrefs; 
»,-4  this 
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this  famous  place  wc  had  heard  To  much 
of,  confifted  only  of  a  Court-houfc,  one 
tavein,  and  about  a  dozen  houfcs;  all  of 
which  were  crowded  with  officers,  thofe  of 
our  brigade  therefore,  were  obliged  to  ride 
about  the  country,  and  entreat  the  inha- 
bitants to  take  us  in. 


As  to  the  men,  the  fituation  was  truly 
horrible,  after  the  hard  fhifts  they  had 
experienced  in  their  march  from  the  Po- 
towmack,  they  were,  inftead  of  comfort- 
able barracks,    condu6led  into  a  wood, 
where  a  few  log  huts  were  juft  begun  to 
be  built,  the  moft  part  not  covered  over, 
and  all  of  them  full  of  fnow  -,   thefe  the 
men  were  obliged  to  clear  out,  and  cover 
over  to  fecure  themiclves  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather  as  quick  as  they 
could,  and  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three 
days  rendered  them  a  habitable,  but  by 
no  means  a  comfortable  retirement ;  what 
added  greatly  to  the  diftreffes  of  the  men, 
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was  the  want  of  provifions,  as  none  had 
as  yet  arrived  for  the  troops,  and  for  fix 
days  they  fubfifted  on  the  meal  of  Indian 
com  made  into  cakes.  The  perfon  who 
had  the  management  of  every  thing,  in- 
formed  us  that  we  were  not  expefted  till 
Spring.  .  Tiin: ;  ?i 

Never  was  a  country  fo  deftitute  of 
every  comfort,  provifions  were  not  to  be 
piirchafed  for  ten  days  j  the  ofiicers  fub^ 
fitted  upon  fait  por{c,  and  Indian  corn 
made  into  cakes,  not  a  drop  of  any  kind 
of  fpirit,  what  little  there  had  been,  was 
already  confumed  by  the  firft  and  fecond 
brigade ;  qiany  officers,  to  comfort  them-^ 
felvcs,  put  red  pepper  into  water,  to  drink 
by  way  of  cordial.  j 

Upon  a  reprefentation  of  our  fituation^ 
by  Brigadier  General  Hamilton,  to.Colo^ 
nel  Bland,  who  commanded  the  American 
troops,  he  promifed  to  render  the  fitua- 
■':'-. -^f  '  tion 
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tion  of  the  men  as  comfartable  as  poffible, 
and  with  all  expedition.  As  to  the  offi- 
cers, upon  figning  a  parole,  they  might 
go  to  Richmond  and  other  adjacent  towns, 
to  procure  themfelves  quarters,  according- 
ly a  parole  was  ligned,  which  allowed  a 
circuit  of  near  one  hundred  miles.  And 
after  the  officers  had  drawn  lots,  as 
three  were  to  remain  in  the  barracks 
with  the  men,  or  at  Charlottifville,  the 
principal  part  of  them  fet  off  for  Rich- 
mond, many  of  them  are  at  plantations, 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  fi'om  the  barracks. 
I  am  quartered  with  Major  Mafter  and 
four  other  officers  of  our  regiment,  at  thi§ 
plantation,  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
barracks ;  the  owner  has  given  up  his 
houfe,  and  gone  to  refide  at  his  overfeer*s, 
and  for  the  ufe  of  his  houfe,  we  pay  him 
two  guineas  a  week. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  Gharlot- 
tcfvillc,  the  officers,  what  with  vexation, 
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and  to  keep  out  the  cold,  drank  rather 
freely  of  an  abominable  liquor,  called 
peach  brandy,  which,  if  drank  to  exccfs, 
the  fumes  raife  an  abfolute  delirium,  and 
in  their  cups,  feveral  were  guilty  ©f  deeds 
that  would  admit  of  no  apology,  the  in- 
habitants muft  have  actually  thought  us 
mad,  for  in  the  courfe  of  three  or  four 
days,  there  were  no  lefs  that  fix  or  feven 
duels  fought.        ^     , 


'i. 


•I    -jrii  -a*^ 


Colonel  Bland,  who  commands  the 
American  troops,  was  formerly  a  phyfi- 
cian,  at  a  place  called  Peterfburg,  on  the 
James  River,  but  on  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  as  being  fome  way  related  to 
Bland,  who  wrote  a  military  treatife,  he 
felt  a  martial  fpirit  arife  in  him,  therefore 
quitted  the  iEfculapian  art,  and  at  his 
own  expence  raifed  a  regiment  of  light 
horfe.  As  to  thofe  troops  of  his  regi- 
ment with  Wafhington's  army,  I  can- 
not fay  any  thing,  but  the  two  that  the 

:.*  Colonel 
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Colonel  has  with  him  here,  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  expreffes  and  attendance,  are  the 
mod  curious  figures  you  ever  faw ;  fome, 
like  Prince  Prettyman,  with  one  boot,  others 
lefs  fortunate,  without  any  5  fome  hofelcfs, 
with  their  feet  peeping  out  of  their  (hoes ; 
others  with  breeches  that  put  decency  to 
the  blufli  5  fome  in  ftiort  jackets,  fome  iff 
long  coats,  but  all  have  fine  dragoon  caps, 
and  long  fwords  flung  round  them,  fome 
with  holders,  fome  without,  butgadamercy 
piftols,  for  they  have  not  a  brace  and  a  half 
among  them,  but  they  are  tolerably  well 
mounted,  and  that  is  the  only  thing  you 
can  advance  in  their  favor  5  the  Colonel  is 
fo  fond  of  his  Dragoons,  that  he  reviews 
and  manoeuvres  them  every  morning,  and 
whenever  he  rides  out,  has  two  with  drawn 
fwords  before,  and  two  behind ;  it  is  really 
laughable  to  fee  him  thus  attended  with  his 
ragged  regiment,  which  looks,  to  borrow 
Shakefpeare's  idea,  as  if  the  gibbets  had 
been  robbed  to  make  it  up — then  the  Co- 
,lonel  himfelf,  notwithilanding  his  martial 
f  Vol.  II.  Y  fpirit 
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fpirit,  has  all  the  grave  deportment,  as  if 
he  was  going  to  a  conlultation.     lu  r  v 

r  -  The  houfe  that  we  refide  in  is  fituated 
upon  an  eminence,  commanding  a  profpe6l 
of  near  thirty  miles  around  it,  and  the 
face  of  the  country  apj^ars  an  immenfe 
^oreft,  intcrfperfed  with  various  planta- 
tions, four  or  five  miles  diftant  from  each 
other ;  on  thefe  there  is  a  dwelling-houfe 
in  the  center,  with  kitchens,  fmoke-houfe, 
and  out-^houfes  detached,  and  from  the 
Various  buildings,  eacli  plantation  has  the 
appearance  of  a  fmall  village ;  at  fonie 
little  diilance  from  the  houfes,  are 
peach  and  apple  orchards,  &c.  and  fcat- 
tered,  Qver  the  plantations  are  the  negroes 
huts  and  tobacco-ligufes,  which  are  large 
built  of  wood,  for  the  cure  of  that  article. 

>,.The  houfes  are.raoft  of  thejp  built  of 
wood,  the  roof  being  covered  with  fhingles, 
and  not  always  lathed  and  plaftered  with- 
in, only  thole  of  the  better  fort  that  are 
_x      /  .1    finiflied 
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finifhed  in  that  manner,  and  painted  on 
the  outfide  5  the  chimneys  are  often  of 
brick,  but  the  generality  of  them  are  wood, 
coated  in  the  infide  with  clay  j  the  win- 
dows of  the  better  fort  are  glazed,  the  reft 
have  only  wooden  fhutters. 


-  ■F.-?t--.--*.^'*--*----^i 


The  fences  and  enclofures  in  this  pro- 
vince are  different  from  the  others,  for 
thofe  to  the  northward  are  made  either  of 
flone  or  rails  let  into  pofts,  about  a  foot 
afunder  5  here  they  are  compofed  of  what 
is  termed  fence  rmls,  which  are  made  out 
of  trees  cut  orfawcd  into  lengths  of  about 
twelve  feet,  tjiat  are  mauld  or  fplit  into 
rails  from  four  to  fix  inches  diameter. 


t    ^^l 


When  they  form  an  inclofure,  thefe  rails 
are  laid  fo,  that  they  crofs  each  other 
obliquely  at  each  end,  and  are  laid  zig  zag 
to  the  amount  of  ten  or  eleven  rails  in 
height,  then  flakes  are  put  againfl  each 
corner,  double  acre'' ,  with  the  lower 
ends    drove    a  little  into    the    ground, 

It 
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and  above  tliefe  ftakes  is  placed  a  rail  of 
double  the  fize  of  the  others,  which  is 
termed  the  rider,  which,  in  a  manner, 
locks  up  the  whole,  and  keeps  the  fence 
firm  and  fteady. 


iYil 


Thefe  enclofures  are  generally  ieven  or 
eight  feet  high,  they  are  not  vefy  ftrong 
but  convenient,  as  they  can  be  removed  to 
any  other  place,  where  they  may  be  more 
neceffaryj  from  a  mode  of  conftru6ling 
thefe  enclofures  in  a  zig  zag  form,  the 
New-Englanders  have  a  faying,  when  a 
man  is  in  liquor,  Ijc  is  making  Virginia, 
fences. 


%'t 


Their  manner  of  clearing  the  land  is, 
by  cutting  a  circle  round  the  tree  through 
the  bark  quite  to  the  wood,  befare  the  fap 
rifes,  which  kills  it ;  they  then  clear  the 
fmall  bru{h-wood  and  cultivate  the  ground, 
leaving  the  trees  to  rot  ftanding,  which 
happens  in  a  very  few  years  >  and  after 
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receiving  the  circular  wound,  they  never 
more  bear  leaves  j  a  large  field  in  this  ftate 
has  a  veiy  fingular,  ftriking,  and  dreadful 
appeai'ance,  it  fhould  fecm  dangerous  to 
walk  in  them,  for  the  trees  are  of  a  pro- 
digious magnitude  and  height,  from  which 
are  impending  in  awful  ruins  vaft  limbs, 
and  branches  of  an  enormous  fize,  which 
are  continually  ^^^eaking  off,  and  fre- 
quently whole  trees  are  falUng  to  the 
ground  with  a  moft  horrible  crafh,  the 
found  of  which  is  greatly  encreafed  and 
protra6led  by  the  furrounding  echoes  :  yet 
I  am  informed,  notwithftanding  the  dan- 
ger, few  accidents  happen  from  them, 
except  to  cattle. 


*  i    r 


•)  of  ' 

Upon  our  informing  the  Commiflary  of 
Provifions  v/here  wc  were  quartered,  he 
gave  us  an  order  upon  a  Colonel  Cole, 
who  refides  about  four  miles  diftant,  to 
fupply  us,  he  being  appointed  to  collc6l 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Congrefs  in  this  diftricl, 
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who,  upon  application,  fcnt  us  ?bout  a 
month's  provifion  of  flour  and  fait  pork 
for  ourfelvcs  and  fervants.  As  the  cart 
with  the  provifions  came  through  the 
plantation,  I  was  much  furprized  to  fee 
all  the  cattle,  horfes,  Iheep,  and  hogs  fol- 
lowing it,  nor  could  the  driver  keep  them 
off,  till  he  came  to  the  houfe.  I  found 
this  was  to  lick  the  barrels  which  con- 
tained the  fait  meat. 


The  inhabitants  throughout  America, 
whofe  habitations  are  at  any  great  dif- 
tance  from  the  fea  or  falt-water,  give 
their  cattle  and  horfes  fait  once  or  twice  a 
week,  with  which  they  are  fatisfied,  but 
here  they  were  fo  diftra6led  after  it,  as  to 
lick  the  earth  where  there  has  been  any  pot 
liquor  in  which  fait  meat  has  been  boiled, 
till  they  have  licked  up  all  the  faline  parti- 
cles, and  if  a  horfe  that  has  been  rode  hard, 
and  in  a  fweat,  is  turned  out  with  others, 

;     V  tliey 
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they   each  inllantly  furround    and    lick 
him.     .   V 


Nature  feems  to  have  prompted  thefe 
animals  by  inftind,   as  if  fenfible  thefe 
faline  particles  were  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
corredl  the  acidity  arifing  from  a  fuper- 
abundant  accumulation  in  the  ftomach  of 
the  vegetable  juices ;  the  inhabitants  there- 
fore not  only  give  them  fait  as  medicinal, 
and  to  promote  their  encreafe  of  flefh,  but 
to  render  them  gentle  and  tame,  and  to 
allure  them  to   vifit    their   plantations; 
otherwife,  as  they  are  not  deficient  in  pro- 
Vender  in  Winter,  they  would  run  wild 
and    roam    beyond    the   reach    of  their 
owners,    in  thefe  immenfe  woods  j     yet 
notwithflanding    this    precaution,    great 
numbers  do    run  at  large  entirely  wild, 
and  have  no  proprietors,   but  thofe  on 
whofe  lands  they  are  found. 
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Moft  perfons  who  are  in  pofleflion  of 
any  coMlderable  plantation,  have  what  is 
called  a  right  in  the  woods,  by  which  they 
are  entitled  to  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
ewe  cattle  that  run  wild,  which  they  can 
difpofe  of,  or  transfer  as  affixed  property  ; 
there  is  no  other  criterion  to  afccrtain  them 
but  by  branding,  or  putting  fome  mark 
on  them ;  each  perfon  differs  in  this,  and 
they  are  recorded  in  the  county  court,  fuch 
property  is  further  fecured  by  an  aft  of 
the  aflembly,  which  made  it  felony,  to 
alter  or  deface  the  marks.    '^    '  \  ^ 


^  Moft  of  the  planters  confign  the  care  of 
their  plantations  and  negroes  to  an  over- 
feer,  even  the  man  whofe  houfe  we  rent, 
has  his  overfeer,  though  he  could  with 
eafe  fuperintend  it  himfelf ;  but  if  they 
poffefs  a  few  negroes,  they  think  it  be- 
neath their  dignity,  added  to  which,  they 
are  fo  abominably    lazy.     I'll  give  you 
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a  Iketch  ot  this   man's  general  way  of 
living. 

He  rifes  about  eight  o'clock,  drinks 
what  he  calls  a  julep,  which  is  a  large 
glafs  of  rum,  fweetened  with  fugar,  and 
then  walks,  or  more  generally  rides  round 
his  plantation,  views  his  flock,  in- 
fpe6ts  his  crops,  and  returns  about  ten 
o'clock  to  breakfaft  on  cold  meat,  or  ham, 
fried  hommony,  toaft  and  cyder  $  tea  and 
coffee  is  feldom  tafled,  but  by  the  women. 
He  then  faunters  about  the  houfe,  fome- 
times  amufmg  himfelf  with  the  little  ne- 
groes who  are  playing  round  the  door,  or 
elfe  fcraping  on  a  fiddle  -,  about  twelve  or 
one  he  drinks  toddy,  to  create  him  an  ap- 
petite for  his  dinner,  which  he  fits  down 
to  at  two  o'clock ;  after  he  has  dined,  he 
generally  lays  down  on  the  bed,  and  rifes . 
about  five,  then  perhaps  fips  fome  tea 
with  his  wife,  but  commonly  drinks  tod- 
dy 'till  bed  time  5  during  all  this  he  is 
I  neither 
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neither  drunk  nor  fober,  but  in  a  ftate  of 
ftupefaclion;  this  is  his  ufual  mode  of  liv- 
ing, which  he  feldom  varies,  and  only 
quits  his  plantation  to  attend  the  Court- 
Houfc  on  court  days,  or  to  fome  hoifc 
race  or  cock  fight ;  at  which  times  he  gets 
fo  egregioufly  drunk,  that  his  wife  fends 
a  couple  of  negroes  to  condudt  him  fafc 
home. 


I' 


»  Thus  the  whole  management  of  the 
plantation  is  left  to  the  overfeer,  who  as 
•  an  encouragement  to  make  the  mofl  of  the 
crops,  has  a  certain  portion  as  his  wages, 
but  not  having  any  ilitereft  in  the  negroes, 
any  further  than  their  labour,  he  drives 
and  whips  them  about,  and  works  them 
beyond  their  ftrength,  and  fometimes  till 
they  expire;  he  feels  no  lofs  in  their 
death,  he  knows  the  plantation  muft  be 
llipplied,  and  his  humanity  is  eftimated  by 
his  intereft,  which  rifes  always  above  freez- 
ing point. 

,      ft 
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It  is  the  poor  negroes  who  alone  work 
hard,  and  I  am  forry  to  fay,  fare  hard. 
Incredible  is  the  fatigue  which  the  poor 
wretches  undergo,  and  that  nature  (hould 
be  able  to  fupport  it  j  there  certainly  muft 
be  fomething  in  their  conrtitutions,  as 
well  as  their  color,  different  from  us,  that 
enables  them  to  endure  it.     .  .        .     . .,..-, 


##a>«     <^  I. 
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They  are  called  up  at  day  break,  and 
feldom  allowed  to  fwallow  a  mouthful  of 
hommiry,  or  hoe  cake,  but  are  drawn 
out  in*o  the  field  immediately,  where 
they  coiitinue  at  hard  labour,  without  in- 
ter million,  till  noon,  when  they  go  to 
their  dinners,  and  are  feldom  allowed 
an  hour  for  that  purpofej  their  meals, 
confift  of  homminy  and  fait,  and  if  their 
maftcr  is  a  man  of  humanity,  touched  by^ 
the  finer  feelings  of  love  and  fenfibility,he. 
allows  them  twice  a  week  a  little  fat  fkimm- 
cd  milk,  rufty  bacon,  or  fait  herring,  to  re* 
lifli  this  miferable  and  fcanty  fare.  The 
''   I  maa 
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man  at  this  plantation,  in  lieu  of  thefe, 
grants  his  negroes  an  acre  of  ground,  and 
all  Saturday  afternoon  to  raife  grain  and 
poultry  for  themfelves.  After  they  have 
dined,  they  return  to  labor  in  the  field, 
until  duik  in  the  evening  5  here  one  natu- 
rally imagines  the  daily  labor  of  thefe  poor 
creatures  was  over,  not  fo,  they  repair  to  the 
tobacco  houfes,  where  each  has  a  talk  of 
ftripping  allotted  which  takes  them  up  fortie 
hours,  or  elfe  they  have  fucli  a  quantity  of 
Indian  corn  to  hufk,  and  if  they  negle^l 
it,  are  tied  up  in  the  morning,  and  re- 
ceive a  number  of  lafhes  from  thofe  unfeel- 
ing monfters,  the  overfeers,  whofe  mafters 
fiiffer  them  to  exercife  their  brutal  autho- 
rity without  conftraint.  Thus  by  their 
night  talk,  it  is  late  in  the  evening  before 
thefe  poor  creatures  return  to  their  fecond 
f  canty  meal,  and  the  time  taken  up  at  it 
encroaches  upon  their  hours  of  fleep, 
which  for  rcfrcfliment  of  food  and  fleep 
-•-       c        V  -     .        together 
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together  can  never  be  reckoned  to  excfced 
eight,  :   r 


When  they  lay  themfclves  down  to  reft; 
their  comforts  are  equally  miferable  and 
limited,  for  they  deep  on  a  bench,  t>r  on 
the  ground,  with  an  old  fcainty  blanket^ 
which  ferves  them  at  once  for  bed  and  co-^ 
vering,  their  cloathing  is  not  lefs  wretch* 
ed,  confiding  of  a  (hirt  and  trowfcrs  of 
coarfe,  thin,  hard,  hempen  llufF,  in  the 
Summer,  with  an  addition  of  a  veiy  coarfe 
woollen  jacket,  breeches  and  (hoes  ii) 
Winter.  But  fmcc  the  war,  their  maftersi 
for  they  cannot  get  the  cloa.thing  as 
ufual,  fuffer  them  to  go  in  rags^  and 
many  in  a  ftate  of  nudity.        "'  ^ 


^f 


The  female  flaves  (hare  labor  and  repofe 
jufl  in  the  fame  manner,  except  a  few  who 
are  termed  houfe  negroes,  and  arc  employed 
in  houfchold  dmdgery. 

^   ^    Thcfe 
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i-^**  Thcfe  poor  creatures  are  all  fubmillion 
to  injuries  and  infults,  and  are  obliged  to 
"  be  paflive,  nor  dare  they  refift  or  defend 
themfelves  if  attacked,  without  the  fmalleft 
i>rovbcation,  by  a  white  perfon,  as  the  law 
direfts  the  negroc's  arm  to  be  cut  off  who 
raifes  it  againil  a  white  perfon,  fhotild  it 
be  only  in  defence  againft  wanton  bar- 
barity and  outrage.  :-  *   ' 


•^1. 
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Notwithftanding  this  humiliating  ftate 
'iftnd  rigid  treatment  to  which  this  wretched 
i^ce  are  fubjecl,  they  are  devoid  of  care, 
and  appear  jovial,  contented  and  happy. 
It  is  a  foftUnate  circumll  :  that  they 
^oflefe,  and  are  bleffed  witii  luch  an  eafy 
fatisfied  difpofition,  otherwife  they  muft 
inevitably  (ink  under  fuch  a  complication 
of  mifcry  and  wrctchednefs ;  what  is  fin- 
gularly  remarkable,  they  always  carry  out 
a  piece  of  fire,  and  kindk  one  near  their 
work,  let  the  weather  be  ever  fo  hot  and 
lultiy. 

As 
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As  I  have  fever^l  times  mentioned  horn- 
miny  and  hoe-cake,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
explain  them :  the  foi-mer  is  made  of  Indi- 
an corn,  which  is  coarfely  broke,  and  boil- 
ed with  a  few  French  beans,  till  it  is  al- 
moft  a  pulp.  Hoe-cake  is  Indian  corn 
ground  into  meal,  kneaded  into  a  dough, 
and  baked  before  a  fire,  but  as  the  negroes 
bake  theirs  on  the  hoes  that  they  work 
with,  they  have  the  appellation  of  hoe- 
cakes.  Thefe  are  in  common  ufe  among 
the  inhabitants,  I  cannot  fay  they  are  pa- 
lateable,  for  as  to  flavor,  one  made  of  faw- 
duft  would  be  equally  good,  and  not  un- 
like it  in  appearance,  but  they  are  certain- 
ly a  very  ftrong  and  hearty  food. 

Having  given  you  a  pretty  good  Iketch 
of  thefe  back-fettlers,  in  my  next  I  fhall 
be  able  to  afford  you  fome  account  of  the 
country,  and  the  lives  and  manners  of  the 
people  in  the  lower  parts  of  this  province, 
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for  in  a  feW  days  I  am  going  to  Richntond 
(to  purchafe  fome  liquors  and  neceflaries, 
.to  render  our  fituation  a  little  comfort- 
able, in  this  dreary  region  of  woods  and 
wretchednefs.     I  remain  .,' .  j 
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kiehmonJt  in  yirginia^ 
Ftk  I a  1779. 


MY    DEAR   FRIEND> 

AF  E  W  days  after  my  laft  letter,  with 
your  friend  Johnfonof  our  regiment, 
I  fet  off  for  this  place,  and  an  uncomfort- 
able journey  we  had,  as  the  feafon  was 
unfavorable,  and  rendered  travelling  very 
dangerous,  on  account  of  the  fnow  then 
on  the  ground,  and  the  continued  falls 
of  >fleet,  till  our  arrival  at  this  place. 
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The  country  is  fo  much  covered  with 

woods,   that  you  travel  a  long  time  with- 
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out  feeing  an  habitation,  (the  firft  we 
met  with,  was  near  eighteen  nules  from 
Charlottefville)  you  can  fcarcely  conceive 
the  difficulty  in  finding  the  proper  roads, 
as  they  are  hardly  to  be  guefled  at  by  thofe 
who  have  often  ufed  to  travel  in  America ; 
when  one  is  bad,  they  make  another  in  a 
different  direction,  added  to  which,  the 
planters,  fims  ceremonie  turn  a  road  to  fuit 
their  own  convenience,  and  render  it  more 
commodious  to  their  plantation,  if  per- 
chance you  meet  an  inhabitant  and  en- 
quire your  way,  his  directions  are,  if 
poffible,  more  perplexing  than  the  roads 
themfelves,  for  he  tells  you  to  keep  the 
right  hand  path,  then  you'll  come  to  an 
old  field,  you  are  to  crofs  that,  and  then 
you'll  come  to  the  fence  of  fuch  a  ones 
plantation,  then  keep  that  fence,  and 
you'll  come  to  a  road  that  has  three  forks, 
(which  is  their  manner  of  defcribing  the 
partings  in  the  roads)  keep  the  right  hand 
fork  for  about  half  a  mile,  and  then  you'll 

come 
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come  to  a  creek,  after  you  crofs  that 
creek,  you  muft  turn  to  the  left,  and 
then  you'll  come  to  a  tobacco  houfe; 
after  you  have  pafTed  that,  you'll  come  to 
another  road  that  forks,  keep  the  right 
hand  fork,  and  then  you'll  come  to  Mr. 
fuch  a  ones  ordinary,  and  he  will  dire6l 
you.  Thus  you  fee  it  requires  the  moft 
retentive  memory  to  be  able  to  proceed  at 
all,   if  unaccuftomed  to  the  roads. 


We  adopted  a  Angular  mode,  which 
proved  fortunate.  One  day  after  tra- 
velling a  ftraight  road  for  near  fifteen 
miles  at  the  leaft,  as  we  calculated  by 
our  watches,  during  the  whole  way,  we 
neither  met  or  overtook  a  living  creature, 
and  were  greatly  at  a  lofs,  as  totally  un- 
certain of  being  in  the  right  road.  Our 
perplexities  greatly  increafed  by  the  roads 
dividing  j  unacquainted  with  the  country, 
or  in  what  direction  the  place  we  wiflied 
to  reach,  lay.     We  continued  for  a  leng.h 
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of  time  undetermined  which  road  to  take, 
at  laft  my  companior.  propofed  we  fliould 
tofs  up  a  dollar,  and  if  heads,  to  take  the 
right  hand,  if  tails,  the  left ;  it  chanced 
to  come  up  heads,  and  we  took  the  right 
hand  road  accordingly,  when  after  tra- 
velling about  four  miles,  we  came  to  the 
ordinary  where  we  baited,  the  landlord  of 
which  informed  us  that  had  we  tnken 
the  other  road,  we  fhould  have  gone 
near  fixteen  miles  further  without  feeing 
an  houfe. 


Having  feveral  times  mentioned  an  ordi- 
nary, it  may  not  be  amifs  to  acquaint  you, 
that  out  of  the  principal  towns,  all  taverns 
and  public  houfes  are,  in  Virginia,  called 
ordinaries,  and  'faith  hot  improperly  in 
general  j  they  confifl  of  a  little  houfe  pla- 
ced in  a  folitary  fituation,  in  the  middle 
of  the  woods,  and  the  ufual  mode  of  def- 
cribing  the  roads,  is  from  fuch  an  ordinary 
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to  fuch  vi  one,  fo  many  miles ;  the  enter- 
tainment you  meet  with  is  very  poor  in- 
deed, fcldom  able  to  piocure  any  other 
,  fare  than  eggs  and  bacon,  with  Indian 
hoe  cake,  and  at  many  of  them  not  even 
that ;  the  only  liquors  are  peach  brandy 
and  whifkey.  For  this  miferable  fare  they 
are  not  remifs  in  making  pretty  exorbitant 
charges  J  but  I  am  not  furprized  that 
accommodation  for  travellers  is  fo  bad, 
as  I.  am  informed,  before  the  war,  the 
hofpitality  of  the  country  was  fuch, 
that  travellers  always  ftopt  at  a  planta- 
tion when  they  wanted  to  refrelh  them- 
felves  and  their  horfes,  where  they  always 
met  with  the  moft  courteous  treatment, 
and  were  fupplied  with  every  thing  gra- 
tuitoufly  ;  and  if  any  neighbouring  plant- 
ers heard  of  any  gentleman  being  at  one 
of  thefe  ordinaries,  they  would  fend  a 
negroe  with  an  invitation  to  their  own 
houfe. 
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On  our  journey  to  this  place  we  over* 
took  a  flock  of  wild  turkeys  j  a  couple  of 
fpaniels  we  had  with  us  purfucd  them, 
and  it  is  incredible  how  fwift  they  run,  as 
neither  of  us,  though  we  galloped  our 
horfes,  could  overtake  them,  although 
they  run  near  two  hundred  y?iras  before 
they  took  flight ;  they  appeared  confider- 
ably  larger  than  ours,  and  I  am  told, 
Ibiiietimes  weigh  thirty  or  forty  pounds 
each.  Jufl:  before  we  came  to  Goochland 
Court  houfe,  we  faw  the  manner  by  which 
the  inhabitants  catch  them  ;  they  make  a 
log  fence  of  about  twelve  feet  fquare,  fe- 
curing  the  top  with  heavy  logs,  but  before 
they  cover  it  over  dig  a  paflage  from 
the  center,  to  the  outfide  of  the  fence, 
which  is  covered  over  fo  as  to  admit  light, 
and  round  about  the  entrance,  and 
thiough  this  paflage  they  ftrew  Indian 
corn,  as  well  as  a  quantity  for  them  to 
feed  on  when  in  the  trap,  the  birds  feeing 
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the  com  in  the  hifidc,  keep  walking  round 
to  gather  it,  till  they  meet  that  which  is 
laid  to  condudl  them  into  the  palTage, 
which  having  confumed,  they  keep  eating 
on  till  they  get  into  the  trap,  and  thefe 
foolifli  hirds,  when  they  wifli  to  get  out, 
inllcad  of  returning  the  way  they  came  in, 
keep  continually  flying  up,  by  which 
means  one  or  two  out  of  the  flock,  in  the 
morning  are  found  dead,  and  they  fre 
quently  catch  a  flock  of  ten  or  a  dozen  af 
a  time  in  this  manner. 


•ii 
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At  Weftham,  about  feven  miles,  the 
falls  of  James  River  commence,  which 
continue  to  about  half  a  mile  below  this 
place,  where  the  tide  comes  up.  The 
grand  ftaple  commodity  of  this  province 
is  tobacco,  carried  down  the  river  from  the 
back  fettlements  to  Weftham,  upon  canoes 
laflied  together,  and  then  it  is  brought  by 
land  carriage  to  this  place,  as  the  falls 
prevent  any   communication  by    water, 
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through  the  diftancc  of  fevcn  miles  >  and 
duriilg  the  courfe  of  that  part  of  the  river, 
the  water  rufhes  down  in  vaft  torrents, 
raging  with  great  impetuofity,  and  daih- 
ing  fron^  rock  to  rock  with  a  mofl  tre-r 
mendous  noife,  which  may  b^  heard  for 
many  miles. 

At  this  place  the  land  fuddcnly  rifes  in-* 
to  hills  of  a  great  height,  abounding  with 
prodigious  rocks,  large  ilones  find  trees  j 
and  as  the  fummit  of  many  of  thefe 
hills  hang  over  the  falling  torrent  of 
James  river,  they  command  moft  roman-  . 
tic  profpedls, 

A  little  below  Richmond,  the  tide  flows 
up  to  the  rocks  of  the  fall,  and  there 
James  River  is  half  a  mile  wide,  at  which 
place  there  are  ferry-boats. 

At  the  foot  of  the  falls  there  are  three 
towns  i  Richmond,  which  is  the  largefl, 
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feparated  by  a  creek  named  Shoekoes, 
from  the  town  of  Shoekoes,  that  joins  it ; 
thelc  are  on  the  North  fide  of  the  river, 
and  on  the  South  fide  (lands  CheAerHeld, 
but  from  its  fituation,  more  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  Rocks  Bridge ; 
fmall  (loops  come  up  to  the  falls,  and 
two  miles  lower,  large  (lups  come  up  to 
load. 


,a. 
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J  am  informed,  above  the  falls,  the  river, 
after  heavy  rains,  fwells  to  a  great  height, 
and  overflows  all  the  low  ground  for  fevc- 
ral  miles ;  and  at  the  falls,  where  the  river 
is  confined  by  the  mountains  that  abrupt- 
ly arife  on  each  Hde,  the  noife,  force,  and 
impetuofity  o^  liie  torrent,  are  mod:  dread- 
fully treoi.  idous  and  awful.  '     , 

Many  gentlemen  around  Richmond, 
though  (Irongly  attached  to  the  American 
caufe,  have  (hewn  the  liberality  and  hofpi- 
tality  fo  peculiar  to  this  province,  in  their 
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particular  attention  and  civilities  to  our 
officers,  who  are  quartered  here,  and  in 
the  adjacent  country ;  among  thofe  who 
are  mofl  diftinguifhed  in  this  line,  are  Co- 
lonel Randolph,  of  Tuckahoe;  Colonel 
Good,  of  Cheflerfield ;  Colonel  Caiy,  of 
Warwick,  &c.  &c.  The  illiberal  part  of 
their  countrymen  charge  them  with  being 
partial  to  Great-Britain,  but  thefe  are 
gentlemen  of  fixed  principles,  of  affluence 
and  autiiority,  and  therefore  delpile  all 
popular  clamour.  .  ' 

There  happened  the  mofl  remarkable 
phenomenon  a  few  nights  ago,  that  we 
imagined  might  be  peculiar  to  this  climate, 
but  at  which  we  found  the  inhabitants  ex- 
ceedingly alarmed  and  terrified ;  it  was  a 
moft  terrible  florTa  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning ',  the  day  had  been  as  piercingly  keen 
and  penetrating  as  any  we  had  felt  this 
Winter,  and  in  the  evening  the  florm 
came  on;  the  erufcations   and  fluH-ies  of 
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lightning  incefFantly  followed  each  other 
in  quick  and  rapid  tranlitions,  and  the  j 
thunder  was  a  conftant  fucceflion  of  loud 
contending  pe^ls;  this  florm  lafted  near 
two  hours  ;  at  its  commencement,  the  air 
felt  warm,  which  encreafed  fo  fail,  that  at 
one  time  it  was  intenfely  hot  j  but  as  the 
florm  decreafed,  fo  the  heat  left  us,  and 
the  next  morning  was  a  fharp  froft. 


As  I  was  walking  with  fome  officers,  I 
was  fhewn  a  gentleman  of  the  town,  a 
Mr.  Fanchee,  a  furgeon  and  apothecary, 
who  had  the  misfortune  to  have  one  of  his 
eyes  gouged  out,  it  was  happily  in  time 
replaced,  and  there  were  hopes  that  he 
would  recover  the  ufe  of  it.  I  fliall  relate 
the  way  the  accident  happened,  to  fliew 
the  ferocioufnefs  of  the  lower  clafs  in  this 
country;  this  gentlemen  was  at  play  in 
the  billiard-room,  where  there  were  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  and  feveral  of  our 
officers :  a  low  fellow,  who  pretends  to 
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gentility  came  in,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
play,  fome  words  arofe,  in  which  he  firfl 
wantonly  abufed,  and  afterward  would 
iniift  on  fighting  Mr.  Fauchee,  defiring  at 
the  fame  time,  to  know  upon  what  isnas 
he  would  fight,  as  the  lower  fort  have 
various  modes ;  Mr.  Fauchee  declinal 
any,  faying,  that  he  was  totally  ignorant 
as  ta  boxing,  but  the  other  calling  himfelf 
a  gentleman,  he  would  meet  him  in  a  gen- 
tlemaii-like  manner  -,  he  had  fcarcely  ut- 
tered thefe  words,  before  the  other  flew  at 
him,  and  in  an  inftant  turned  his  eye  out 
of  the  focket,  and  wliile  it  hung  upon  his 
cheek,  the  fellow  was  barbarous  enough 
to  endeavor  to  pluck  it  entirely  out,  but 
was  prevented.  You  can  eafily  imagine 
what  the  officers  who  were  prefent,  muft 
have  felt,  as  fpeftators  of  fuch  a  fcene, 
who  were  obliged  to  fufFer  fuch  a  wretch 
to  go  off  with  impunity,  their  hands  be- 
ing reftrained,  by  their  parole,  from  any 
interference. 

This 
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This  moft  barbarous  cuftom,  which  a 
favage  would  blufh  at  being  accufed  of,  is 
peculiar  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people  in  this 
province  j  at  one  time  it  was  fo  prevalent, 
that  the  Governor  and  AfTembly  were 
obliged  to  pafs  a  law  which  made  it  crimi- 
nal, and  that  law  is  now  in  force,  but  the 
rabble  are  fuch  a  lawlefs  fet,  efpecially 
thofe  in  the  back  woods,  that  they  are  lit- 
tle reftrained  by  any  laws  the  State  can 
pafs,    and   in  the  back  f.irlement,    this 

favage    cuftom    prevails. 1   have   {cen 

a  fellow,  leckoned  a  great  ad'ept  in 
gouging,  who  conftantly  kept  the  nails 
of  both  his  thumbs  and  fecond  fingers  very 
long  and  pointed ;  nay,  to  prevent  their 
breaking  or  fplitting,  in  the  execution  of 
his  diabolical  intentions,  he  hardened  them 
every  evening  in  a  candle. 

It  is  an  univerfal  opinion,  that  death  is 

preferable  to  lofs  of  fight,  and  as  eveiy 

occafion  of  quarrelling  with  the  officers  is 
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greedily  fought  after,  we  feldom  go  out 
without  our  fide  arms.  What  pity  it  is, 
that  a  country  where  the  fuperior  clafs  are 
of  fuch  an  hofpitable  and  friendly  difpofi- 
tion,  fhould  be  rendered  almoft  unfafe  to 
live  in  by  the  barbarity  of  the  people. 
That  I  was  but  out  of  it,  and  once  more 
in  Old  England,  is  the  conftant  prayer  of 


Yours,   6:c. 
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Richmond,  in  yirginia^ 
Feh.  \Ztht   1779. 


MV  DEAR  FRIEND, 


I  HAVE  been  detained  at  this  place 
beyond  my  original  intention  by  the 
hofpitality  of  the  neighbouring  gentle- 
men, who  would  not  let  me  leave  them 
without  vifiting  the  whole  circle ;  among 
the  number  was  Colonel  Carey,  who  refides 
at  Warwick,  where  he  has  a  moft  fuperb 
houfe,  near  which  are  fome  curious  mills 
and  iron-works,  whofe  building  coft  fome 
thoufands  of  pounds  j  they  have  not  only 
been  of  great  emolument  to  himfelf,  but 
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very  beneficial  to  the  public.  His  houfc 
is  fituated  on  the  border  of  James  River, 
and  on  the  oppofite  (bore  is  another  of 
a  Major  Randolph  -,  it  may  not  be  un- 
necefl'ary  to  obferve,  that  the  Randolphs 
are  defcended  from  one  of  the  firfl  fettlers 
in  this  province  of  that  name,  and  are  fo 
numerous,  that  they  are  obliged,  like  the 
clans  of  Scotland,  to  be  diftinguiflied  by 
their  places  of  refidence.    • 


Peterfburgh  being  but  a  few  miles  from 
Colonel  Carey's,  and  feveral  of  us,  one 
evening,  exprefling  a  defire  to  fee  that 
town,  but  lamenting  it  was  out  of  our 
parole.  He,  the  next  morning  after  break- 
faft,  faid,  "  Come,  gentlemen,  we'll  mount 
"  out  horfes,  and  take  a  ride  before  din- 
**  ner,  to  Peterfburgh,"  we  expreffed  how 
happy  it  would  make  us  to  accompany 
him,  but  were  retrained  by  our  parole, 
when  he  replied,  "  not  fo,  gentlemen,"  and 
produced  a  letter  from  the  American  Com- 
manding 
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manding  Officer,  granting  us  permiffion  > 
this  little  circumftance  I  mention,  to  Ihew 
that  his  hofpitality  is  accompanied  with 
true  politenefs  and  attention. 

The  town  of  Peterfburgh  is  fituated  on 
the  borders  of  the  Apamatock  River,  and 
on  the  oppofite  (hore  are  a  few  houfes, 
which  is  a  kind  of  fuburb,  indepcndant 

of    Peterfburg,    called   Pocahunta the 

principal  trade  of  Peterfburg  arifes  from 
the  exporting  of  tobacco,  depofited  in 
warehoufes  and  magazines,  but  before  it 
is  lodged  in  thefe  warehoufes,  it  is  ex- 
amined, to  confirm  it  in  a  proper  flate  for 
exportation  by  infpe6tors,  who  prove  the 
quality  of  the  tobacco ;  and  if  found  good, 
they  give  the  planter  a  receipt  for  fuch  a 
quantity,  and  thefe  receipts  pafs  current  as 
cafh  :  Thus  any  one  depofiting  tobacco  in 
thefe  warehoufes,  and  obtaining  a  receipt, 
may  go  to  Williamfburg,  or  any  other 
city  in  the  province,    and  purchafe  any 
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kind  of  commodities,  paying  with  receipts, 
whicli  circulate  through  a  multitude  of 
hands  before  they  come  to  the  merchant 
who  purchafes  the  tobacco  for  exporta- 
tion J  thus  this  valuable  commodity  is 
equally  Bank  ftock,  and  current  coin  ;  and 
the  inhabitants,  in  dcfcribing  the  prices  of 
their  different  purchafes,  inftead  of  faying 
"  I  gave  fo  many  pounds  for  fuch  an  ar- 
**  tickj"  "  I  gave  fo  many  hogfhcads  of 
**  tobacco."  'Vfriiq 

The  Apamatocks  River  is  nearly  as  wide 
as  the  Thames,  and  runs  into  the  James 
River,  about  twelve  miles  from  the  fells, 
which  are  a  little  above  Peterfburgh,  and 
juft  below  the  falls,  there  is  a  large  wooden 
bridge,  at  the  town  of  Pocahunta,  up  to 
which  (loops,  fchooners,  and  finall  veliels 
continually  fail. 

The  town  of  Pocahunta  is  named  after 
the  daughter  of  a  famous  Indian  Chief,  or 
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Emperor  Powhatan  (which  is  the  Indian 
name  of  the  James  River)  who  gave  all 
the  land  round  this  place  to  his  daughter 
as  a  marriage  portion. 


At  Peter  (burgh  refides  a  Mrs.  Bowling, 
who  has  confiderable  warehoufes,  befides 
a  very  extenfive  plantation  and  eftates> 
whofe  fon  has  married  a  very  agreeable 
young  lady,  lineally  defcended  from  Po- 
cahunta.  After  Colonel  Carey  had  given 
us  the  brief  hiftory  of  Pocahunta,  relating 
to  her  friendfhip  for  the  Englifli,  in  their 
firft  fettlement  in  this  province,  and  her 
marrying  an  Englifhman^  with  whom  fhe 
went  to  Europe,  he  related  the  following 
anecdote  of  a  great  man  of  her  own  na- 
tion, that  (he  had  in  her  fuite,  when  (he 
left  Virginia : 

•*  This  man  had  orders  from  Powhatan 
**  to  count  the  people  of  England,  and  give 
**  him  an  account  of  their  numbers.    As 
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**  the  Indians  have  no  letters  or  figures 
"  among  them,  he,  at  liis  going  afhore, 
•*  provided  a  (lick,  in  which  he  was  to 
•*  make  a  notch  for  every  pc-Ton  he  faw ; 
"  but  he,  as  you  may  fupp;;ic,  foon  grew 
•*  weary,  and  threw  away  his  Itick  :  Upon 
•*  his  return,  the  King  afked  him  how 
**  many  people  there  were  ?"  "  He  defired 
**  him  to  count  the  Jlars  in  thejky,  the  leaves 
**  upon  the  trees  ^  and  the  /and  on  the  fea 
"  Jhore,  for  fo  many  people  he  /aid  were  in 
"  England"  At  this  conchifion.  Colonel 
Carey  archly  remarked,  "  Don't  you  think 
"  you  cou'd  make  that  reply  to  your  King, 
"  if  he  alked  you  how  many  people  you 
"  faw  in  America  ?" 

The  tobacco  warehoufes  at  Peterfburg, 
as  well  as  at  Richmond,  are  crowded  with 
that  commodity,  as  they  cannot  find  pur- 
chafers,  and  the  planters  will  not  export 
it  themfelves,  on  account  of  our  numerous 
privateers  j  fome  few  merchants  have  ven- 
tured 
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turcd  fmall  floops  to  the  Bermuda  iflands, 
and  have  bcei\  fuccefsful  -,  it  is  only  thefe 
who  have  any  commodities  in  their  florcs, 
the  reft  being  fhut  up  j  and  I  cannot  help 
making  the  fame  refle<5lion,  at  feeing  fuch 
towns  as  Peterlburgh  and  Richmond  in 
the  fame  ftate  as  that  of  Lancafter,    all 
trade  being    at  a  ftand    in  thefe  places, 
where  ilo  doubt,  before  the  war,  it  muft 
have  been  very   confiderable,   thefe  two 
towns  having  formerly  fupplied  the  back 
fettlers  with  all  manner  of  ftores  for  their 
plantations.  Except  in  the  principal  cities, 
fuch  as  Bofton,  New- York,  and  Philadel- 
phia,  the  towns  have  not  various  bran- 
ches   of   manufadlures,    fuch   as  linen- 
drapers,   mercers,    grocers,    hofieis,    ha- 
berdaihers,    ftationers,    &c.    but    are  all 
comprized  under  the  name  of  merchant 
and   ftore-keeper;    and  what  are  called 
fhops  in  England,  are  here  denominated 
ftores,  which  furnifli  every  article  in  life, 
jiot  only  necelTary  but  ornamental,  and 
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even  jewellery ;  exclufive  of  the  great  ftorcs 
in  the  capital  towns,  there  are  fmallcr 
ones  fcattercd  all  over  the  country. 

I  fpent  a  few  days  at  Colonel  Ran- 
dolph's, at  Tuckahoc,  at  whofe  houfe  the 
ufual  hofpitality  of  the  country  prevailed  j 
it  is  built  on  a  rifing  ground,  having  9 
mofl  beautiful  and  commanding  prorpe6): 
of  James  River  5  on  one  fide  is  Tuckahoe, 
which  being  the  Indian  name  of   that 
creek,  he  named  his  plantation  Tuckahoc 
after  it ;  his  houfe  feems  to  be  built  fole- 
ly  to  anfwcr  the  purpofcs  of  hofpitality, 
which  being  conftruded  in   a   different 
manner  than  in  moft  other  countries  5  I 
fliall  defcribe  it  to  you  :  It  is  in  the  form 
of  an  H,  and  has  the  appearance  of  two 
houfes,  joined  by  a  large  faloon;    each 
wing  has  two  ftories,  and  four  large  rooms 
on  a  floor ;   in  one  the  family  refide,  and 
tht  ')tber  is  referved  folely  for  vifitors :  the 
Ikloon  that  unites  them,  is  of  a  confider- 
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able  man;nitu(!c',  and  on  each  fide  arc 
doors  j  Lih  Ciling  is  lofty,  and  to  thefc 
they  ptiiuipally  retire  in  the  Summer,  bci- 
i\v\  Lut  little  incommoded  by  the  fun, 
and  by  the  doors  of  each  of  the  houfes, 
and  thole  of  the  faloon  being  open,  there 
isactjnflant  circulation  of  air;  they  are 
furnifhed  with  four  fophas,  two  on  each 
fid'.',  belides  chairs,  and  in  the  center  there 
is  generally  a  chandelier  i  thefe  faloons 
aniwer  the  two  purpofes  of  a  cool  retreat 
from  the  fcorcliing  and  fultry  heat  of  the 
climate,  and  of  an  occafional  ball-room. 
The  outhoufes  arc  detached  at  fomc  dif- 
tance,  ihnt  the  houfc  may  be  open  to  the 
air  on  all  fides. 

Colonel  PvUiidolph  poileflcs  that  fond- 
nefs  for  holies,  whicli  I  obferved  was  pecu- 
liar to  the  Virginians  of  all  ilations,  fpar- 
ing  no  trouble,  panis,  or  cxpeuce,  in  im- 
porting the  befl  l>ock,  and  improving  the 
breed  -,  and  it  was  with  no  little  pleafuie 
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he  ihewed  us  a  fine  one,  named  Shake- 
fpeare,  which  he  imported  juft  as  the  war 
commenced.  There  was  a  ftable  built  pur- 
pofely  for  this  horfe,  in  which  was  a  recefs 
for  a  bed  for  the  negroe  who  looked  after 
it,  that  he  might  be  with  it  at  niglit. 
This  horfe  is  of  a  handfome  dappled 
grey,  about  fix  teen  hands  and  a  half  high, 
with  a  moft  beautiful  head  and  neck ;  as 
to  any  other  points  about  him,  it  is  im- 
pofTible  to  tell,  for  the  creature  was  fo 
amazingly  pampered  and  fat,  and  being 
of  the  race  breed,  his  legs  were  fo  fmall 
and  Aim,  that  they  appeared  unable  to 
fupport  the  weight  of  his  body,  exadly 
like  the  horfes  one  fees  painted  in  old  pic- 
tures }  the  beft  idea  you  can  poflibly  form 
of  his  fize,  is  by  telling  you,  that  from 
his  withers  to  his  tail,  there  was  fuch  a 
groove  of  fat,  that  you  might  pour  water 
upon  his  withers,  and  it  would  run  in  a 
ftraight  line  down  his  tail ;  the  horfe  is 
obliged  to  be  kept  m  high  condition,  to 

enable 
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enable  him  to  receive  the  numerous  vifitors 
attending  on  him  in  the  Spring. 

In  the  courfc  of  a  few  days  I  fliall  re- 
turn to  Charlottefville,  at  which  I  am  by 
no  means  difpleafed,  for  notwith (landing 
the  hofpitallty  and  great  attention  (hewn 
me,  I  do  not  feel  myfelf  comme  tl  fauf^ 
feeling  that  uneafy  fenfation,  which  the 
Englifli  in  general  pofl'efs,  and  which  may 
be  ridiculous  perhaps,  but  it  is  conftitu- 
tional,  ariling  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  its 
being  out  of  my  power  to  make  a  return 
for  the  civilities  fhewn  me.  I  cannot  but 
in  julVice  fay,  that  in  all  the  gentlemens 
houfes  I  have  vifited,  they  never  ftarted, 
for  would  fufFer  any  converfation  on  poli- 
tics ;  fometimes,  when  alone  with  the 
ladies,  they  would  indulge  and  rally  us  a 
little,  at  our  being  prifoners,  but  all 
with  great  good  humour;  the  only  un- 
pleafant  circumftance  of  the  kind  that  I 
I'ecollect  was  at  Tuckahoe,  where  an  offi- 
cer 
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cer  fufFercd  his  vexation  to  overcome  that 
gratitude  he  was  bound  to  iliew  for  the 
hofpitaUty  he  met  v^itli. 

Colonel  Randolph  every  year  made  a 
prefent  of  two  hogiheads  of  tobacco  to  his 
daughter  as  a  venture,  to  purchafe  drefles 
and  ornaments,  and  the  Ihips  had  always 
been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  captured.  As 
feveral  officers  were  fitting  with  the  ladies, 
the  converfation  ran  upon  politics,  when 
Mifs  Randolph  innocently  alked,  "  How 
•*  we  came  to  be  taken  prifoners  ?"  the 
officer  with  fome  warmth  replied,  **  Juil 
**  as  your  tobacco  was,  by  a  fuperior 
"force."  I  need  not  tell  you  the  diftrefs 
and  confufion  of  the  young  lady,  as  well 
as  of  the  officer  himfclf,  who  immediately 
became  conicious  of  what  he  had  faid,  and 
for  his  ill-timed  violence,  he  forfeited  all 
claim  to  the  hofpitality  of  Tuckahoe. 

Yours,  &c.     t 
LET- 
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Joneses  Plantatiotit  near  Charlottefvilkt 
in  Firgittia,  April  10,   1779. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 


■px  U  R  I N  G  my  journey  to  Richmond, 

•^^^  General  Phillips  and  General  Reidefel 
arrived  at  Charlottefville,  and  the  day  after 
their  arrival,  went  to  the  barracks ;  they 
were  greatly  incenfed  at  the  treatment  the 
army  met  with,  at  prefent  the  foldiers  are 
more  comfortably  lodged,  but  had  General 
Phillips  feen  them  in  the  flate  they  were  in 
on  the  firil  arrival  of  the  troops,  I. think 
his  warmth  c5  temper  and  regard  for  them, 
would  have  laid  him  under  the  fame  re- 
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ftiidion  as  at  Bofton.  The  men  have 
been  exceedingly  ill  fupplied  with  provifi- 
ons  in  general,  having  meat  only  twice  or 
thrice  a  week,  and  for  fome  weeks  none, 
what  they  get  is  fcarcely  wholefome,  this 
is  at  prefent  what  the  poor  fellows  term 
a  faft,  they  not  having  any  meat  ferved 
them  fince  the  twenty-fifth  of  laft  month. 
General  Phillips  has  greatly  exerted  him- 
felf  fince  his  arrival,  and  there  are  hopes 
that  in  future,  the  troops  will  be  more 
regularly  fupplied. 

Congrefs  certainly  are  to  he  accpitted 
of  all  this  bad  management,  as  they  have 
been  mifguided  and  duped  by  one  of  their 
own  members,  a  Colonel  Harvey,  who 
is  a  delegate  for  this  Province. 

When  they  palled  the  rcfolve  to  detain 
us  prifoncrs,  contrary  to  the  articles  of 
convention,  the  (late  ot  Mailachufets 
deemed  it  opprellive,   that  it  fliould   be 
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obliged  to  fupport  our  army,   as  they  had 
cheerfully  fupplied  their  own  troops  with 
more  in  quota  than  the  other  Provinces, 
and  that  as  they  had  already  fupplied  our 
army  for  near  a  twelvemonth,  it  would  Be 
but  equitable  for  the  fouthern  Provinces 
to  partake  of  the  burthen ;  they  accord- 
ingly inftru6led  their  delegates  to  apply 
to  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe.     When  the 
motion  was   made,    the  petition  of  the 
State  of  Mafiachufets  appeared    founded 
upon  equity,  and  it  was  then  confidered 
to  what  Province  we  Ihould  be  removed 
to,  the  Jerfcys  and  New -York  Provinces 
wer^  in^  proper,  as  being  the  feat  of  war, 
as  tb  Penfylvania,  that  Province  had  been 
fo  ravaged  by  the  two  armies,  that  they 
deemed  it  incapable  of  furniihing  provi- 
fion  to  fupply  their  own  with  the  quota 
allotted     them.      As    to    Maryland,    it 
was   fo   fmall  a  Province,  it  did  not  ad- 
mit of  any  confideration,     and  Virginia 
was  deemed  the  Province  bed  calculated, 
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from  its  extenfivenefs,  as  well  as  its  ferti- 
lity J  and  that  by  llationing  the  army  in 
the  back  fettlemcnts,  it  removed  all  fears 
of  any  attempts  of  a  refcue,  by  a  part  of 
tlie  army  from  New  York. 

When  Virginia  was  fixed  upon,  this 
Colonel  Harvey  propofed  to  Congrefs,  to 
remove  the  convention  army  to  a  tra6l  of 
land  that  belonged  tr  him  about  fix  miles 
from  Charlottefville,  about  four  from 
the  blue  mountains,  and  near  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  fea  coaft,  that  if  Con- 
grefs approved  of  that  fituation,  he  would 
engage  to  build  barracks  and  lay  in  pro- 
vifions  by  the  enfuing  Spiing.  This  pro- 
pofal  meeting  witli  approbation,  was 
palled  into  a  refolve  abouj;  the  latter  end 
of  laft  June. 


Colonel  Harvey  immediately  rcforted  to 
Virginia,  and  fet  all  his  negroes  and  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  to  built  thefe 
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barracks,  and  to  colle6l  provifions ;  af- 
ter having  planned  every  thing,  he  left 
the  completion  of  it  to  the  management 
of  his  brother,  and  returned  to  Congrefs. 
His  brother  not  poUefTing  fo  much  a6livity 
and  not  being,  perhaps,  fo  much  interefl- 
cd  in  the  bufinefs,  did  not  pay  proper 
attention  to  it,  which  was  the  caufe  why 
the  barracks  were  not  finiflied,  and  aii'airs 
being  in  fuch  a  (late  of  confufion  on  our 
arrival.  When  Colonel  Harvey  left  Vir- 
ginia, he  fully  imagined  that  every  necef- 
fary  comfort  and  lupply  of  provifions 
would  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  the 
troops,  at  Chriilmas  -,  being  fully  fenfible 
that  the  log-huts  would  be  erc6tcd  long 
before  that  time,  and  as  to  provifions,  he 
had  left  fuch  directions  as,  if  obeyed,  could 
not  fail }  it  is  juil:  to  obfervc,  that  Con- 
grefs confulted  Colonel  Harvey  previous 
to  their  pai/nig  their  refolves,  and  fend- 
ing their  oi^ders  of  our  removal  out  of  the 
Mailachufets  State. 
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The  houfe  and  plantation  where  Gene- 
ral Phillips  refides  is  called  Blenheim -,  the 
houfe  was  erefted  fliortly  aft6r  that  me- 
morable battle  in  Germany,    by   a  Mr^ 
Carter,  who  was  Secretary  to  the  colony, 
and  was  his  favorite  feat  of  relidence :  It 
Hands  on  a  lofty  eminence,  commanding 
a  very  extenlive  profped,    and  is  built 
after  the  manner  of  that  I  have  defcrib- 
cd  to  you  in  my  laR.     The  prefent  pro- 
prietor.  Colonel  Carter,  pofTefles  a  mod 
affluent  fortune,  and  has  a  variety  of  feats, 
in  fituations  far  furpaffing  this  of  Blen- 
heim, which  he  fulfers  to  go  to  ruin  j  and 
when  General  Phillips  took  it,  this  charm- 
ing manfion  was  crouded  with  negroes, 
lent  from  various  other  plantations,  to 
clear  a  fpot  of  ground  a  few  miles  off: 
The  tradl  of  land  Colonel  Carter  poiRfTes 
in  this  province  is  immenfe,  and  his  flock 
of  negroes  the  moft  numerous,  he  being 
poffefied  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  on 
his  different  plantations.  '■ 
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The  firft  night  after  our  leaving  Ricli- 
tnond,  I  flept  at  an  elegant  villa,  called 
Bclvidera,  which  formerly  belonged  to  a 
Colonel  Bird,  who  diftinguiftied  hinifclf 
greatly  in  the  laft  war,  in  that  fad  dllafter 
of  General  Braddock's.  He  pofleired  a 
moft  affluent  fortune,  and  was  proprietor 
of  all  the  lands  round  the  falls  for  many 
miles,  as  well  as  the  greateH:  part  of 
the  lands  round  the  town  of  Richmond. 
His  great  abilities  and  perfonal  accom- 
plifhments,  were  univerfally  cfleemed, 
but  being  infatuated  with  play,  his  af- 
fairs, at  his  death,  were  in  a  deranged 
ftate.  The  widow  whopi  he  left  with 
eight  children,  has,  by  prudent  manage- 
ment, prcferved  out  of  the  wreck  of  his 
princely  fortune,  a  beautiful  houfe,  at  a 
place  called  We  (lover,  upon  James  River, 
fome  perfonal  property,  a  few  plantations, 
and  a  number  of  (laves.  The  grounds 
around  the  houfc  at  Weftover,  are  laid 
out  in  a  moft  beautiful  manner  and  with 
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great  tafte,    and  from  tfie  river  appear 

delightful.  /I 

i 

From  my  obfervations  and  remarks  In 
my  iiitc  journey,  it  appeared  to  me,  that 
before  the  war,  the  Ipirit  of  equality  or 
levelling  principal  was  not  fo  prevalent  in 
Virginia,  as  in  the  other  provinces  j  and 
that  the  different  clafies  of  people  in  the 
former  fupportcd  a  greater  4iftin6lion 
than  thofe  of  the  latter;  but  fmce  the 
war,  that  principle  fcems  to  have  gained 
great  ground  in  Virginia ;  an  inflance  of 
it  I  faw  at  Colonel  Randolph's,  at  Tucka- 
hoe,  where  three  country  peafants,  who 
came  upon  bufmefs,  entered  the  room 
where  the  Colonel  and  his  company  were 
fitting,  took  themfelves  chairs,  drew  near 
the  fire,  began  fpitting,  pulling  off  their 
country  boots  all  over  mud,  and  then 
opened  their  bufmefs,  which  was  fimply 
about  fome  continental  flour  to  be 
ground  at   the    Colonel's    mill :    When 
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they  were  gone,  fome  one  obfcrvcd  what 
great  liberties  they  took;  he  replied,  it 
was  unavoidable,  the  fpirit  of  indepen- 
dency was  converted  into  equality,  and 
every  one  who  bore  arms,  efteemed*  him- 
felf  upon  a  footing  with  his  neighbour, 
and  concluded  with  faying,  "  No  doubt, 
"  each  of  thefe  men  conceives  himfelf,  in 
'^*  every  refpefl:,  my  equal." 

There  were,  and  ftill  are,  three  degrees  of 
ranks  among  the  inhabitants,  exclufive  of 
negroes ;  but  I  am  afraud  the  advantage  of 
diftin6lion  will  never  exift  again  in  this 
country,  in  the  fame  manner  it  did  before 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities. 
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The  firft  clafs  confifts  of  gentlemen  of 
the  beft  families  and  fortunes,  which  are 
more  refpe6lable  and  numerous  here, 
than  in  any  othet*  province;  for  the 
nioft  part  they  have  had  liberal  educations, 
poffefs  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world, 
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with  great  eafe  and  freedom  in  their  man- 
ners and  converfation,  many  of  them 
keep  their  carriages,  have  handfome  fer- 
vices  of  plate,  and  withqut  exception, 
keep  their  ftuds,  as  well  as  fets  of  hand- 
fome carriage  horfes. 


The  fecond  clafs  confifls  of  fuch  a 
ftrange  mixture  of  charafters,  and  of  fuch 
various  defcriptions  of  occupations,  being 
nearly  half  the  inhabitants,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  afcertain  their  cxa6t  criterion  and 
leading  feature.  They  are  however^  hof- 
pitable,  generous,  and  friendly  -,  but  for 
want  of  a. proper  knowledge  of  the  world, 
and  a  good  education,  as  well  as  from 
their  continual  intercourfe  with  their 
flaves, .  over  whom  they  arc  accuftomed 
to  tyramii?e,  with  all  their  good  qualities, 
they  are  rude,  ferocious,  and  haughty, 
much  attached  to  gaming  and  diffipatic^n, 
particularly  horfe-racing  and  cock-fightr 
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mg  5  in  fhoit,  they  form  a  moft  unac- 
countable combination  of  qualities  and 
prindples  dire6lly  oppofite  and  contra- 
dictory, many  of  them  having  them 
ftrangely  blended  with  the  beft  and 
worft  of  principles,  the  moft  valuable,  and 
moft  worthlefs,  many  pofrefling  elegant 
accompliftiments  and  favage  brutality,  and 
notwithftanding  all  this  inconfiftency  of 
charadter,  numbers  are  valuable  members 
of  the  community,  and  very  few  deficient 
in  intellectual  faculties. 
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The  third  clafs,  which,  in  general,  com- 
pofes  the  greatcft  part  of  mankind,  are 
few?r  in  Virginia,  in  proportion  to  the 
inhabitants,  than  perhaps  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world ;  yet  even  thofe  who 
^re  rude,  illiberal,  and  noify,  with  a  tur- 
bulent difpofition,  are  generous,  kind, 
and  hofpitable.  We  are  induced  to  ima- 
gine there  is  fomething  peculiar  in  the 
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climate  of  Virginia,  that  (hould  render  all 
clafles  of  fo  hofpitable  a  difpofition. 

The  lower  people  poffefs  that  imperti- 
nent curiofity,  fo  very  difagreeable  and 
troubbfome  to  ftrangers,  but  in  no  de- 
degree  (equal  to  the  inhabitants  of  New-. 
England,  they  are  avcrfe  to  labor,  much 
addi6ted  to  liquor,  and  when  intoxicated,, 
extremely  favage  and  revengeful  5  nay,  at 
luch  times,  revenge  infults  of  long  date, 
even  after  they  have  been  amicably  adjuft- 
ed  5  for  the  infult  arifmg  in  their  minds, 
nnd  the  new  friendfhip  totally  forgotten, 
they  feek  their  obje6t  with  keen  attention, 
and  fatiate  their  paflion  with  favage  bar- 
barity. 

Their  amufements  are  the  fame  with 
thofe  of  the  middling  fort,  with  the  addi-» 
tion  of  boxing  matches,  in  which  they  dif- 
play  fuch  barbarity,   as  fully  marks  their 

innate 
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innate  ferocious  difpofition.     An  Englifli 
boxing  match,    though   a  difgrace  to  a 
poliihed  nation,  is  humanity  itfelf,  com- 
pared with  the  Virginian  mode  of  fight- 
ing;   for,    previous    to  the  combatants 
falling  too,  they  enter  into  an  agreement, 
whether    all    advantages    are    allowable, 
which  are  biting,  gouging,  and  (if  I  may 
fo  term  it)  Abelarding  each  other.  If  thefe 
three  preliminaries  are  agreed  upon,  they 
inftantly  fall  to,    and,  after  fome  little 
ftruggling,   feize    upon  their  adverfaries 
with  their  teeth.    What  is  very  remark- 
able, and  fhevvs  what  coolnefs  there  inuft 
be  in  thefe  difputes,  and  that  they  are  not 
wholly  the  efFe<5l  of  anger  is,  that  whatever 
terms  are  fpecified,  if  only  one  or  two  out 
of  the  three  conditions,  let  the  confli6i  be 
ever  fo  fevere,  they  neve<"  infringe  on  any 
pthpr, 
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Vegetables  not  being  over  abundant  in 

thefe  back  woods  at  any  time,  and  there 
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q.  great  deficiency  of  them  in  the  Spring  of 
year,  the  we  adopt  the  cuftom  of  the  inha-r 
bitants  who  gather  the  leaves  of  the  poke- 
plant,  juft  as  they  fhoot  above  ground  and 
arc  tender  and  foft  j  it  is  no  bad  fubftitute 
for  fpinnage,  and  greatly  refembles  it  in 
flavor,  yet  great  care  muft  be  taken  in  ga- 
thering of  it,  that  it  is  neither  too  old, 
nor  the  ftalk  grown,  for  in  that  cafe,  if 
in  breaking  oifF  the  upper  fprouts,  you 
leave  any  part  that  is  woody,  the  confe- 
quence  of  eating  it  is  inevitable  death,  as 
it  purges  the  body  to  excefs.  Notwith- 
flanding  this  plant  has  this  pernicious 
quality,  the  children  eat  the  ^berries  of  it 
in  the  Autumn,  without  any  ill  confe- 
quence  attending  it.  The  juice  of  the 
berries  produces  a  moft  beautiful  crimfon 
color,  the  finefl  in  the  woild,  but  no  mcr 
thod  has  yet  been  found  to  fix  it,  as  cloths 
and  woollens  dyed  with  it  fade  very  foon. 
Many  perfons  of  great  ingenuity  and  chy- 

mical 
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mkal  knowledge  have  endeavored,  at  fix- 
ing of  this  color,  which  is  fought  after 
with  as  much  cagernefs  as  the  philofo- 
pher's  ftpne,  and  no  doubt  would  be 
iKqually  as  beneficial,  if  attained. 
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Jones's  Ptaatation,  near  Charhttepville, 
in  Firginiat  May  12,  1779. 


MY   DEAR   FRIEND, 

A  FEW  days  ago  the  flag  of  truce, 
^^  with  cloathing  for  the  army  arrived 
at  Richmond,  and  among  the  great  num- 
ber of  letters  delivered  out,  I  had  a  great 
mortification,  as  well  as  difappointment, 
not  to  receive  a  fingle  one,  fujrely  my 
friends  muft  imagine,  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  in  thefe  cndlefs  woods,  that  it  is 
next  to  an  impoflibility  a  letter  can  reach 
me  5  it  certainly  would  afford  me  great 
pleafure  to  hear  that  they  were  alive  and 

well, 
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As  to  the  reft,  I  would  difpenie  with.  I 
write  continually  from  time  to  time  j  ne- 
verthelefs,  from  the  uncertainty  of  con- 
veyance, the  fame  accufation  may  hold 
good  againft  me. 

Your  old  friend  Clark,  of  Bofton,  who 
is  our  Commiffary  of  Provifions,  lately 
arrived  from  New- York,  I  fpent  a  fev\^ 
days  with  him  at  his  quarters ;  exclufive 
of  the  great  fund  of  information  and 
amufement,  which  I  derived  froma  numher 
of  Englifh  news-papers  and  magazines  he 
brought  with  him,  I  was  informed  of  the 
tranfaftions  that  happen  upon  this  conti- 
nent, among  the  reft,  with  a  full  account 
of  the  retreat  of  our  army  from  Philadel- 
phia to  New- York. 

You  may  recoiled,  in  a  former  letter,  I 
mentioned,  that  a  good  retreat  was  looked 
on  as  the  chef  d*ceuvre  of  a  commarider,  and' 
in  this  retreat,  I  think  Sir  Henry  Clinton 

has 
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has  clearly  evinced  it,  and  demohftratcd, 
that  he  is  equally  as  judicious  and  able  a$ 
he  is  brave,  in  furmounting  the  innumer- 
able difficulties  and  dangers  he  had  to  en- 
counter :  His  way  lay  entirely  through  dx\ 
enemy's  country,  univerfally  hoftile,  and 
where  he  could  expert  no  affiftance  j  there- 
fore, previous  to  his  fetting  out  on  this 
dangerous  retreat,  he  took  the  precaution 
of  providing  for  all  exigencies,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  provifions  was  a  neceflary, 
though  not  a  fmall  incumbrance,  as  well 
as  the  baggage  of  the  army  which  acr 
companied  it,  forming  a  line  of  march 
of  near  twelve  miles  in  extent ;  efpecially 
when  it  is  cpnfidered  this  army  had  to  pafs 
through  a  country  interfe6ted  with  hills, 
woods,  rivers,  defiles,  and  difficult  pafles  ^ 
from  thefe  caufes,  the  march  of  the  army 
being  flow,  affiorded  the  Americans  time 
to  aflemble,  which  they  readily  did  to  har- 
rafs  it,  and  in  a  fliort  time  Wafliingtoi^ 
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had  colledlcd  a  fufficient  force  to  ren^'er  its 
movements  extremely  dangerous.  | 


T'^C' 


When  Sir  Henry  Clinton  obferved  the 
Americahs  were  meditating  an  attack,  he 
naturally  concluded,  it  was  with  a  view  to 
cut  off  the  baggage  and  rear  of  the  army, 
which,  from  its  extent,  he  was  feaiful 
might  be  eafily  accomplifhed*  ...He  told 
Clark  to  in  form  General  Phillips,  among 
other  defcriptions  of  the  battle,  that  the 
day  before  he  fat  upon  a  flone  for 
near  an  hour  viewing  the  baggage  as  it 
pafTed  along,  and  debating  in  his  own 
mi|id,  whether  he  (hould  not  give  infant 
orders  to  deftroy  it.  At  length,  as  he  con- 
cluded it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  exul- 
tation with  the  Americans,  and  a  difgracc 
to  the  Britifli  army,  he  determined  to  pre- 
fervc  it  at  all  events  5  therefore,  on  the 
day  of  the  aftion  at  Monmouth,  he  fent 
forward  the  baggage,  early  in  the  jtnorn- 
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ing,  under  the  care  of  General  Knyp~ 
haufcn,  in  order  that  it  might  proceed 
without  moleilation. 


The  various  movements,  and  pofi- 
tions  of  both  armies  in  that  engagement, 
and  the  iiTue  of  it,  as  you  muft  have  feen 
it  in  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  offidal  account, 
I  fhall  pafs  it  over,  only  giving  you  this 
opinion  of  that  battle,  which  he  fent  by 
Clark  to  Gcnerial  Phillips — after  having 
given  a  particular  defcription  of  it,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  drew  fome  rough  (ketches 
of  the  various  grounds  and  pofitions  taken 
during  the  aftion.  At  length,  rec611e6l- 
ing  himfelf,  he  faid,  "  Clark,  you  muft 
"  not  take  thefe,  for  if  the  Americans 
**  fittd  themonyou,  thcyUl  certainly  hang 
yotf  ;  therefore,  only  tell  General  Phil- 
lips, *  that  on  that  day  I  fiught  iifon 
^'  vekei^*  \i^  willfully  underftand'me." 
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A  very  (ingular  circumftance  took  place 
in  that  battle,  which  fully  marks  the  cool« 
nefs  and  deliberation,  though  in  the  heat 
of  adion,  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton:  As  he 
was  reconnoitring,  with  two  of  his  Aidde 
Camps,  at  the  fhort  turning  of  two  roads, 
they  met  with  an  American  officer,  ex- 
ceedingly well  mounted  upon  a  black 
horfe,  who,  upon  difcerning  them,  made 
a  flop,  and  looked  as  if  he  wifhed  to  ad- 
vance to  Tpeak  to  them,  wheri  one  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton's  Aid  de  Camps  fired  a  pifr 
tol  at  him,  and  he  instantly  rode  off.  Sir 
Henry  was  much  difplcafcd  at  his  Aid 
de  Camp,  and  cenfured  him  for  being 
fo  hafty,  adding,  he  was  confident  that 
the  man  wifhed  to  fpeak  to  him,  and 
perhaps,  might  have  given  intelligence 
that  would  have  been  very  efTentaal,  re- 
marking, that  when  he  was  in  Germany 
laft  war,  and  reconnoitring  with  Prince 
Ferdinand,  a  man  rode  up  in  a  fimilar 
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manner^    and  gave  fuch  inttelligence  a^ 
decided  the  fate  of  the  day. 

'  •  The  weather  ^  becomes  Very  unpleafaritj 
being  for  the  nioft  part  of  the  day  intenfely 
hot|  notwithftanding,  the  poor  negroes 
are  expofed  to  the  heat  all  day  long,  hoe-^ 
ing  tobacco,  even  at  noon,  when  the  rays 
of  the  fun  are  fcorching;  yet,  with  all 
this  heat,  they  fcarcely  perfpire;  there 
certainly  muft  be  fome  natural  endow- 
ments, through  which  thefe  poor  creatures 
are  able  to  withftand  this  exceflive  heat , 
it  cannot  be  their  color,  for  we  well  know 
that  black  attradls  the  rays  of  the  fun 
more  than  any  other,  and  therefore  in^a-^ 
gine  it  muft  proceed  from  the  oily  fub- 
ftance  continually  oozing  out  of  the  pores  5 
for  Ji  remarked,  even  in  the  coldeft  wea- 
ther,..their  Ikins  always  appear  glofly, 
and  certain  it 'is,  they  are  confider- 
ably;  fm.Qother  than  ours,  which  mujft  pro- 
ceed frpm  the  caufes  I  have  afligncd.    I 
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obferved,  from  the  negro  to  the  mulatto, 
and  they  have  their  various  tinges ;  they 
all  perfpired  in  proportion,  the  further 
they  remove  from  the  black,  and  white 
people  confiderably  more  than  any. 

Having  mentioned  that  there  are  mulat- 
toes  of  various  tinges,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  inform  you  from  whence  it  arifes,  and 
no  doubt,  but  you  will  be  furprized,  when 
I  tell  you  it  is  by  the  planters  having  in- 
tercourfe  with  their  negroes,  the  iffuc  of 
which  being  a  mulatto,  and  having  a  con- 
nexion with  that  Ihade  becomes  lighter  5 
as  an  inftance,  I  remarked  at  Colonel 
Cole's,  of  whom  I  have  made  mention  j 
there  were  mulattoes  of  all  tinges, 
from  the  firft  remove,  to  one  almoft 
white ;  there  were  fome  of  them  young 
women,  who  were  really  beautiful,  being 
extremely  well  made,  ^nd  with  pretty  de- 
licate features;  all  of  which  I  was  in- 
formed,   were    the   Colonel's    own.      I 
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could  not  help  refleding,  that  if  a  man 
had  an  intercourfe  with  his  i^aves,  it 
was  ihameful  in  the  extreme,  to  make  his 
own  offspring  fo^  for  thefe  miilattoes 
work  equally  the  fame  as  thofe  who  come 
from  Africa :  To  be  fure,  you  may  fay, 
it  is  a  pleafant  method  to  procure  flaves 
at  a  cheap  rate.  I  imagine  there  could 
not  be  lefs  than  twenty  or  thirty  mu- 
lattoes  of  this  defcription,  at  Colonel 
Coles's,  notwithftanding  he  has  a  very 
agreeable  and  beautiful  wife,  by  whom 
he  has  had  eight  children. 


You  know  as  to  the  principal  employ- 
ment of  the  poor  negroes,  I  fhall  now 
give  you  a  defcription  of  the  method  to 
cultivate  and  cure  the  grand  ftaple  com- 
modity of  this  province,  tobacco. 


This  plant  is  a  native  of  America,  and 
of  very  ancient  ufe,  though  it  was  neither 
fo  generally  cultivated,  nor  fo  well  manu- 
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fa6lured,  as  it  has  fince  the  province  has 
been  fettled  with  Europeans  5  for  the  In- 
dians made  ufe  of  it,  by  gathering  the 
leaves  as  it  grew  fpontaneoufly :  The 
plant,  at  its  proper  height,  is  nearly  as  tall 
as  a  middle  (ized  man,  the  flalk  is  ilrait, 
hairy,  and  exceeding  clammy  j  the  leaves 
grow  alternately  of  a  faded  yellowifli 
green,  and  towards  the  lower  part  of  the 
plant  of  great  magnitude. 

The  feeds  of  tobacco  are  firft  fown  in 
beds,  from  whence  they  are  tranfplantcd 
the  firft  rainy  weather  into  a  ground  dif- 
pofed  into  little  hillocks,  fomething  fimilar 
to  our  hop  gardens  5  in  about  a  month's 
time  from  their  tranfplanting,  they  grow 
about  a  foot  high,  they  then  top  them 
and  prune  off  the  fuckers  and  lower  leaves, 
and  then,  with  the  greateft  attention,  are 
cleaned  twice  a  week  from  weeds  and 
worms,  by  which  you  will  perceive  what 
iinmenfe  labor  there  muft  be  on  a  large 
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]plant^tion,  where  they  grow  nothing  but 
tobacco.  In  about  fix  weeks  after  being 
topped  and  pruned,  the  plant  attains  its 
full  growth,  and  then  begins  to  turn 
brbwnifli,  and  thefc  marks  are  the  cri- 
terion  by  which  they  judge  the  tobacco 
to  be  ripe. 


■  The  plants  are  thus  cut  down  as  fafl  as 
they  ripen  and  are  heaped  up ;  and  as 
much  as  is  gathered  in  a  day  lies  in  this 
(late  a  night  to  fweat ;  the  next  day  it  is 
carried  to  the  tobacco-houfe,  which  is  fo 
conftru^Ved,  as  to  admit  of  as  much  air 
as  is  fequifite,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep- 
ing out  the  rain ;  the  plants  are  then 
hung  feparately  to  dry  for  four  or  five 
weeks,  and  the  firft  moift  weather  after, 
they,  are  taken  down,  for  unlefs  the  plants 
were  darnped,  they  would  crumble  to  duft, 
they  are  then  laid  upon  flicks,  and  cover- 
ed up  clofe  to  fweat  for  a  week  or  two 
longer  J  then  the  negroes   ftrip  and  fort 
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them,  the  top  being  the  beft,  and  the 
bottom  the  worft  tobacco;  they  then  put 
the  leaves  into  hog(heads,  or  form  them 
into  rolls  ;  wet  feafons  muft  be  carefully 
laid  hold  on  for  this  laft  procefs,  other- 
wife  the  tobacco  will  not  be  fufiiciently 
pliable.  The  cultivation  of  this  plant 
may  appear  extremely  fimple,  but  it  is  ira- 
poffible  to  defcribe  to  you  the  immenfe 
labor,  care  and  fatigue  there  is  attending 
it,  from  the  firft  fetting  the  feeds  to  the 
packing  it  in  hogflieads,  and  the  great  an- 
xiety the  perfon  who  fUperintends  it  has 
for  through  the  whole  procefs  it  requir-es 
the  utmoft  fkill  and  judgment. 


t  %  V 


Travelling  in  thi§  country  is  extremely 
dangerous,  efpecially  if  it  is  the  Jeaft 
windy,  from  the  number  of  rotten  pines 
continually  blowing  down ;  after  a  ftorm, 
it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  turn  into 
the  woods  fix  or  feven  times  in  the  fpace 
of  a  mile,  to  pafs  the  trees  that   have 

C  c  3  been 
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been  blown  into  and  choak  up  the  road; 
even  in  calm  weather  it  is  not  altogether 
fafe,  for  there  are  old  rotten  pines,  diveft- 
cd  of  all  their  branches,  which  totter  with 
the  leaft  breeze.  An  accident  happened 
a  few  days  iince,  by  the  falling  of  one  of 
thefe  trees,  in  which  Madame  de  Reidefel, 
with  two  of  Ler  children,  had  a  very  nar- 
row efcape :  as  flie  was  going  to  the  bar- 
racks in  her  poft-chaife,  when  the  car- 
riage had  paffed  a  wooden  bridge  (which 
are  of  themfelves  very  terrific,  being  only 
fo  many  rough  logs  laid  acrofs  beams, 
without  any  fafe-guard  on  each  fide)  an 
old  rotten  pine  fell  direftly  between  the 
horfes  and  the  chaife,  but  providentially 
did  no  other  damage,  than  crufhing  the 
two  fore-wheels  to  pieces  and  laming  one 
of  the  horfes. 


Not  being  overftocked  with  frefh  provi- 
fions,  I  accompanied  feveral  other  officers 
to  the  woods,  to  procure  a  few  rabbits  j 

if 
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if  the  dogs  once  get  fcent  of  them  they  are 
foon  taken,  for  they  do  not  burrow  as  ours 
do  in  England,  but  run  up  hollow  trees, 
which  they  will  climb  to  a  confiderable 
height,  but  from  which  place  of  refuge 
they  are  taken  by  putting  up  a  hickory 
fapling,  fplit  at  the  end  and  twifted  in 
their  ikins.  As  we  were  employed  in 
catching  thefe  rabbits,  the  dogs  kept  an 
inced'ant  barking  at  the  branch  of  a  tree, 
and  when  we  came  up  to  them,  we  found 
an  opoflum,  fufpended  at  the  extremi- 
ty of  the  branch  by  its  tail,  which  this 
creature  always  does  when  purfued;  we 
fent  a  fervant  up  the  tree,  who  (hook  him 
off,  and  he  fell  among  the  dogs,  from 
whom  he  did  not  make  the  leaft  attempt 
to  efcape,  but  appeared  as  if  dead.  It  was 
taken  and  carried  home,  all  which. time  it 
ihewcd  no  other  figns  of  life  than  gently 
breathings  it  was  put  in  a  court-yard, 
where  it  could  not  efcape,  and  we  watched 
it  for  near  half  an  hour,  during  which  it 
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never  moved,  but  lay  as  dead ;  at  laft,  it 
gently  raifed  its  head,  looking  all  around, 
and  not  perceiving  any  danger,  imme- 
diately ran  off.  We  opened  the  door  and 
let  out  the  dogs,  who  purfuing  it,  the 
-creature  lay  down  as  before,  without  (hew- 
ing any  figns  of  life,  nor  would  they 
meddle  with  it,  but  were  returning  back ; 
we  went  out  and  fet  the  dogs  at  it,  and 
notwithftanding  two  fpirited  fpaniels  wor- 
ried and  Ihook,  nay,  even  fnapped  its  very 
bones,  which  we  could  diftindly  hear, 
the  creature  never  fliewed  any  fymptoms 
©f  life.  After  the  dogs^  had  worried  it,  and 
broke  almolV  every  bone  in  its  body,  which, 
perhaps  you  will  fay,  did  not  reflect  much 
credit  to  our  humanity,  a  heavy  Hone 
was  dropt  on  its  head,  to  end  its  tortures; 
and  even  then,  at  pacting  with  life, 
it  fcarcely  ftruggled>  but  this  mode  of 
feigning  death,  is  what  preferves  this 
creature  from  the  mountain  cat,  and  other 
(parniveroiis  anim^^s,  ^ 

A  few 
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.  A  few  days  a^o,  I  went  with  fevcnd 
officers  to  fee  a  a  diverfion  peculiar  to  this 
country,  termed  quarter-racing,  which  is 
a  match  between  two  iiorfes,  to  run  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  a  ftraight  direction, 
and  near  mod  bf  the  ordinaries,  there  is 
a  piece  of  ground  cleared  in  the  woods 
for  that  purpofe,  where  there  are  two 
paths  about  fix  or  eight  yards  afundcr, 
iwhich  the  horfes  run  in,  this  div^r*- 
lion  Is  a  great  favorite  of  the  middling 
and  lower  clafTes,  and^  they  have  ^  breed 
of  horfes  to  perform  it  with  aftonifhing 
velocity,  beating  eveiy  other  for  that  dii^ 
tance  with  the  greateft  eafe.  I  think  J 
can,  without  the  leaft  exaggeration,  ajlcrt, 
that  even  the  famous  Eclipfe  couldnot  ex- 
cel them  in  fpeed,  for  our  horfes  are  ibme 
time  before  they  are  able  to  get  into  full 
fpeed,  and  thefe  are  trained  to  fet  out  in 
that  manner  the  moment  of  ftarting.  It 
is  the  mofl  ridiculous  amufement  imagine- 
able,  for  if  you  happen  to  be  looking  ano- 
ther 
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thcr  way>  the  race  is  terminated  before 
you  can  turn  your  head  5  notwithftanding 
which,  very  confiderable  fums  are  betted 
it  thefe  matches.  We  flayed  and  faw  fo- 
veral,  and  then  returned,  as  we  were  giv- 
en to  underftand,  that  after  the  races 
were  finifhcd,  the  day  was  concluded 
with  feveral  of  thofe  horrid  boxing- 
matches  I  defcribed  to  you  in  my  laft, 
and  that  two  or  three  daring  fellows  had 
faid  they  would  feek  a  quarrel  with  the 
Britifh  officers;  therefore  we  left  thefe 
buck-ikins  to  fight  by  themfelves,  a-pro- 
pos,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  expl^n  this 
epithet  which  was  given  to  the  Virgini- 
ans, by  the  New  Englanders,  (in  retali- 
-ation  for  their  calling  them  Yankees)  in 
allufion  to  their  anceftors,  being  hunters, 
and  fdling  buck,;  or  rather  deer-ikins, 
for  there  are  no  r6e-bucks  in  Virginia. 


'Thefe  races  are  only  among  thefettlcrs 
in  the  interior  parts  of  this  Province,  for 
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they  are  much  laughed  at  and  ridiculed 
by  the  people  in  the  lower  parts, 
about  Richmond  and  other  great  towns ; 
at  Williamfburg,  is  a  very  excellent  courfe 
for  two,  three,  or  four  mile  heats, 
where  there  are  races  every  Spring  and 
Fall  J  they  run  for  purfes  are  generally 
raifed  by  fubfcription,  and  the  horfe 
that  wins  two  four-mile  heats,  out  of 
three,  is  entitled  to  the  prize,  which  is 
one  hundred  pounds  the  firft  day's  run- 
ning, and  fifty  pounds  every  other  day, 
and  thefe  races  commonly  laft  a  week; 
at  which  very  capital  horfes  are  darted, 
that  would  make  no  contemptable  figure 
at  Newmarket. 


iv.:  \ 
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There  are  two  forts  of  infe6ls  extreme- 
ly troublefome,  which  are  the  wood- 
tick,  and  the  feed-tick  j  the  former  are 
about  the  fize,  and  greatly  refcmble  a 
bug,  reforting  moftly  upon  trees  and 
rufhes,  from  which,  if  they  fall  upon  you, 

they 
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they  fix  their  probolcis  into  the  pores  of 
the  Ikin,  and  fuck  the  blood  till  they  arc 
of  an  enormous  fize,  and  then  drop  off; 
they  arc  exceedingly  troublefome  to  the 
cattle  5  the  latter  derive  theii*  name  from 
not  being  much  larger  than  fmall  feed  5 
thefe  arc  chiefly  upon  the  long  grafs,  and 
if  they  get  on  you,  being  fo  fmall,  they 
enter  the  pores  of  the  Ikin,  which  occaiion 
a  violent  irritation,  and  if  rubbed,  is  at- 
tended with  very  dangerous  confequences, 
as  it  inevitably  brings  on  an  inflamma- 
tion, and  fometimes  a  moitification ;  the 
only  mode  of  preventing  any  of  thefe  con- 
fequences, is  to  fumigate  the  parts  affed^ed 
with  tobacco,  which  penetrating  the  pores, 
deftroys  the  infeds. 

There  is  a  fhrub  peculiar  to  this  pro- 
vince, that  bears  a  fmall  flower,  which  the 
inhabitants  term  the  bubby  flower,  it  re 
femblcs  that  which  grows  on  clova*  grafs, 
.and  has  peculiar  qualities,  for  it  ret^ns  its 
^j  grateful 
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grateful  and  odoriferous  perfume  for  a 
kngth  of  time  after  being  gathered,  and 
as  it  withers,  encreafes  j  the  name  given 
to  the  flower  arifes  from  a  cuftom  that  the 
women  have  of  putting  this  flower  down 
tlKir  bofoms,  letting  it  remain  there  till 
it  has  loft  all  its  grateful  perfume, 

Having  fome  bufinefs  with  Colonel 
Bland,  of  whom  I  made  mention  in  a  for- 
mer letter,  I  went  to  his  houfe  juft  as  he 
had  mounted  horfe,  but  he,  with  the 
politenefs  which,  but  in  juflice  to  him,  I 
muft  fay,  he  fhews  to  the  Britifh  officers, 
difmounted,  and  invited  me  in,  and  after 
communicating  my  biifinefs,  upon  my 
taking  leave  of  him,  notwithftanding  his 
politenefs  and  attention,  I  could  not  help 
fmiling  at  the  pompofity,  and  the  great 
importance  he  aflumes,  to  make  him- 
felf  appear  to  us  confequential ;  for  to 
convince  us  that  he  was  converfant  with 
the  French  language,  having  mounted  his 
^  horfe 
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horfe  without  his  fword,  he  called  to  a 
negro,  he  had  purchafed  from  one  of 
the  French  Weft-Indian  iflands,  to  bring 
it  him,  which  the  fellow  did  wiihout  the 
fcabbard;  when  the  Colonel,  in  great  an- 
ger, faid  to  him,  Donne^  moiy  donney  moij 
and  after  great  hefitation,  donney  moi  mm 
fcabbard. 


it;    I 


We  have  been  of  late  greatly  perplex- 
ed with  the  paper  money,  not  only 
by  that  iffued  from  Congrefs,  but  that 
iffued  by  thefe  States,  they  both  having 
been  counterfeited;  the  former,  though 
not  altogether,  is  in  part  refufed  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  and  the  latter  is  entirely 
ftopt,  and  new  impreflions  are  iffued, 
which  the  Governor  and  Affembly  con- 
ceive will  not  eafily  be  counterfeited,  as  it 
is  made  upon  paper  difficult  to  be  ob- 
tained in  thefe  parts,  nor  have  they  ar- 
rived to  fuch  perfedtien  of  making  paper 
as  to  manufa6lure  it ;  indeed,  throughout 

America 
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America  they  are  greatly  deficient  in  this 
art,  as  moft  of  their  news-papers  are 
printed  upon  blue,  or  elfe  coarfe  white 
paper,  fimilar  to  that  ufed  by  fhopkeeperSju 
but  the  paper  of  this  new  emiflion,  is  the 
filver  paper  ufed  by  hatters,  great  quan- 
tities of  which  were  found  in  a  veffcl  that 
was  captured,  and  was  feized  on  by  the 
Governor  for  this  purpofe:  exclufive  of 
the  great  lofTes  that  we  conftantly  expe- 
rience with  paper  money  in  general,  we 
have  fufFered  much  by  this  new  emiflion, 
as  likewife  by  the  great  depreciation  of 
the  Congrefs  money,  as  the  exchange  at 
prefent  is  after  the  rate  of  five  hundred 
paper  dollars  for  one  guinea. 

The  depreciation  of  Congrefs  money 
arifcs  from  the  vaft  quantity  of  the  coun- 
terfeit/which any  perfon  who  hazards  the 
rilk,  may  have  gratis,  at  New- York,  to 
circulate  throughout  the  province,  and  to 
point  out  to  you  what  confufion  there 
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muft  be  at  the  conclufion  of  this  unhappy 
conteft,  on  whichever  iide  it  may  t^rmi- 
liate,  when  I  inform  you,  that  there  arc 
many  perfons  now  in  actual  pofleflion  of 
plantations,  which  they  purchafed  with 
the  counterfeit  money  they  brought  from 
Kew-York*  As  I  have  repeatedly  men- 
tioned in  fcveral  of  my  letters,  various  cir 
tumilances  concerning  paper  money,  and 
thinking  they  may  not  be  unacceptable,  I 
have  enclofed  a  few  dollars  in  this  letter. 


f  I- 
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LETTER      LXVIL 


MY    DEAR   FRIEND^ 


Richmond^  in  Virginia, 
July  14,   1779. 


mm 
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YO  U  will  naturally  conclude,  at  re- 
ceiving another  letter  from  this 
place,  that  the  kind  reception  I  met  with 
when  laft  here,  induced  me  to  pay  a  fe- 
cond  vifit  5  but  however  pleafant  fuch  a 
journey  would  be,  my  prefent  one  is  not 
only  very  difagreeable  to  myfelf,  but  has 
proved  extremely  fo  to  others ;  my  bufi- 
nefs  being  to  communicate  General  Phil- 
lips's orders,  that  none  of  the  officers  are 
^^oL.  II.  Dd  to 
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to  refi3e  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the 
barracks  than  twenty  miles. 

On  my  way  to  this  place  I  flopt  and 
flept  at  Tuckahoe,  where  I  met  with  Colo- 
nel Mead,  Colonel  Laurens,  and  another 
officer  of  General  Waihington's  fuite. — 
More  than  once  did  I  exprefs  a  wifh  the 
General  himfelf  had  been  of  the  party,  to 
have  feen  and  converfed  with  a  charadler, 
of  whom,  in  all  my  travels  through  the 
various  provinces,  I  never  heard  any  one 
fpeak  difrefpc6lfully,  as  an  individual,  and 
whofe  public  chara6ler  has  been  the  ad- 
miration and  aflonifhment  of  all  Europe. 

The  converfation,  in  general,  turn- 
ing upon  horfes,  Colonel  Mead  was  pri'z- 
ing  his  as  being  remarkably  high  fpirited, 
which  prevented  its  falling  into  the  hands 
of  a  party  of  our  light  dragoons,  as  his 
negro,  who  had  the  care  of  it,  was  look- 
ing after  forage,  who  was  furprized,  pur- 
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fued,  and  nearly  fur  rounded  by  the  party, 
in  a  field,  enclofed  with  a  prodigious 
fence,  near  nine  feet  high ;  the  poor  ne-. 
gro,  fearful  of  himfelf,  and  dreading  his 
mafter's  difpleafure,  in  cafe  he  loft  the 
horfe,  run  him  at  the  fence,  which  he 
leaped  over,  and  rode  off  into  the  woods, 
to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  dragoons  -,  the 
Colonel  attributed  the  fafety  of  his  per- 
fon  to  the  fwiftnefs  of  this  horfe  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  having  been  fired  at 
and  purfued  by  fome  Britifh  officers  as  he 
was  reconnoitring.  Upon  the  Colonel's 
mentioning  this  circumftance,  it  occurred 
to  me,  he  muft  have  been  the  perfon  that 
Sir  Henry  Clinton '-s  Aid  de  Camp  had  iired 
at ;  and  i  cquefting  to  know  the  particular 
color  of  his  horfe,  he  informed  me  it  was 
black,  which  convinced  me  it  was  him ; 
when  I  related  the  circumflance  of  liis 
meeting  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  he  replied,  he 
recollected  in  the  courie  of  that  day,  to 
have  met  feveral  Britiih  officers,  and  one 
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of  them  wore  a  ftar.  Upon  my  mention 
ing  the  obfervation  Sir  Henry. Clinton  had 
made  to  his  Aid  de  Camp,  the  Colonel 
laughed,  and  replied,  "  Had  he  known  it 
"  had  been  the  Commander  in  Chief,  he 
"  fhould  have  made  a  defperate  effort  to 
"  have  taken  him  prifoner." 

At  Goochland  Court-houfe,  I  was  in- 
formed in  what  a  fpirited  manner  Colonel 
Randolph  had  refented  the  illiberality  of 
fome  of  his  neighbours,  who  had  in- 
finuated  and  threatened  to  fet  fire  to  fome 
valuable  mills,  on  account  of  his  hofpi- 
tality  to  the  Britifti  officers :  At  the  next 
court  day,  after  he  had  heard  of  this  re- 
port, he  in  a  very  animated  fpeech  flated, 
that  no  one  had  a  right  to  fcrutinize  into 
his  private  concerns,  that  his  public  cha- 
rafter  was  well  known,  and  that  no  one 
could  with  more  zeal  and  perfcverence 
fupport  the  caufe  of  the  Americans 
than  he  had  done,  and  concluded  with 
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offering  a  reward  of  five  hundred  pounds 
for  the  difcovery  of  thofe  who  had  made 
ufe  of  thofe  threats.  Since  this  tran fac- 
tion, the  Colonel  has  paid  more  attention 
to  the  officers,  ailing  truly  confiflent  with 
the  principles  of  independence,  and  to 
fhame  his  countrymen  for  their  want  of 
liberality. 


i.  '■ 


fe  . 


I  was  detained  near  two  days  in  my 
journey  to  this  place,  on  account  of  the 
overflowing  of  the  river,  at  what  is  termed 
the  Point  of  Forks,  where  James  River 
divides,  and  was  rather  furprizcd  at  this 
fudden  rifmg  of  the  water,  as  it  had  not 
rained  for  feveral  days,  but  on  enquiry 
found,  that  any  fall  of  rain,  unlefs  ex- 
tremely violent,  never  encreafed  the  water 
till  fome  time  after,  during  which  it  col- 
lects from  the  mountains,  and  ruflies 
in  amazing  torrents ;  the  waters  were  fo 
encreafed,  that  they  had  overflowed  the 
banks  of  the  river  for  many  miles,  and  as  it 
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comes  down  with  great  impetuofity  from 
the  mountains,  it  wafhes  away  the  earth, 
which  heing  of  a  red  caft,  appears  like  a 
torrent  of  blood.  Since  the  waters  have 
abated,  there  has  been  caught  a  great  num- 
ber of  fturgeons  and  rock-fifh,  at  the  falls 
of  this  place :  Indeed  fi{h  is  at  this  feafon 
in  great  plenty,  cfpecially  eels,  which  arc 
of  a  great  fize,  and  caught  in  weirs  j 
numbers  of  which  are  upon  James  River, 
above  the  falls,  and  indeed  upon  moft  of 
the  rivers  and  creeks  j  thefe  weirs  are 
conftru6led  of  ftones  laid  acrofs  the  river 
of  the  ufual  height  of  the  current,  and 
brought  to  a  point  in  the  center,,  where 
is  placed  a  wicker  bafkct,  c  •  ■■'.  wooden  box, 
in  which  they  catch  great  quantities  of 
fifh. 

I  think  nothing  more  fully  evinces  the 
real  diflrefles  of  the  inhabitants  in  general, 
throughout  America,  and  how  great  the 
fpirit  of  perfecution  and  opprefiion  reigns 
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throughout  all  the  provniccs,  as  the  amaz- 
ing emigrations  to  a  new  fettlement,  at  a 
place  called  Kentucky,  where  the  foil  is 
extremely  fruitful,  and  where  there  are 
abundance  of  buffaloes,  the  country 
around,  for  a  great  number  of  miles,  is  an 
extenfive  plain,  with  very  few  trees  grow- 
ing on  it.  New  difcoveries  are  continually 
making,  as  to  the  vaft  extent  of  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  and  in  fome  future  day 
it  may  be  learnt,  wjiat  the  boundaries 
are  to  the  weftward.  This  new  fettle- 
ment is  near  a  thoufand  miles  from  this 
place,  neverthelefs,  thofe  travelling  to  it, 
though  to  fo  great  a  diftance,  and  perhaps 
have  left  comfortable  houfes  and  planta- 
tions, which  have  been  the  labor  of  their 
whole  lives  to  clear  and  bring  to  perfec- 
tion, appear  chearful  and  happy,  pleafed 
with  the  idea,  that  they  will  be  free  from 
the  tyranny  and  opprefTion  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  and  its  upftart  dependants.  Their 
mode  of  travelling  greatly  refembles  that 
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of  the  patriarchs  of  old,  for  they  take 
with  them  their  horfes,  oxen,  ftieep,  and 
other  cattle;  as  likewife  all  kinds  of  poul- 
try. On  my  journey  to  this  place,  I  faw 
a  family  fetting  off  for  this  new  fettle- 
ment,  leaving  behind  them  a  neat  habi- 
tation, which  appeared  furrounded  with 
every  requifite  to  make  it  at  once  the 
manfion  of  content  and  happinefs.  As 
to  the  manner  of  quitting  it,  that  fa- 
vorite poet.  Dr.  Goldfmith,  ha>  moft 
charmingly  defcribed  it  in  the  following 
lines :  - 

**  Good  Heavens!  What  forrows  gloom'd  that  parting  d^y, 

**  That  called  them  from  their  native  walks  away  ; 

*'  When  the  poor  exiles,  every  pleafure  paft, 

**  Hung  round  the  bowers  and  fondly  looked  their  laft.'* 

Nor  can  I  more  forcibly  defcribe  the 
family's  fetting  out  on  their  journey,  than 
he  has  done where  he  fays, 


*'  The  good  old  fire,  the  firft  prepared  to  go 

'*  To  new-found  worlds,  and  wept  for  other's  woe  ; 
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But  for  himfelf  in  confcious  virtue  brave» 
He  only  wifli'd  for  worlds  beyond  the  grave  ; 
His  lovely  daughter,  lovelier  in  her  tears, 
Th«  fond  companion  of  his  helplefs  years  ; 
Silent  went  next,  negledlful  of  her  charms. 
And  left  a  lover's  for  a  father's  arms ; 
With  tender  plaints,  the  mother  fpoke  her  woes. 
And  bleft  the  cot  where  ev*ry  pleafure  rofe ; 
And  kifl  her  thoughtlefs  babes  with  many  a  tear. 
And  clafpt  theni  clofe  in  forrow  doubly  dear. 
Whilft  her  fond  hufband  ftrove  to  lend  relief. 
In  all  the  filent  manlinefs  of  grief". 
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The  heat  of  the  weather  is  at  piefent 
very  inlenfe,  and  renders  travelling  un- 
pleafant,  efpecially  on  horfe-back,  the 
rays  of  the  fun  are  fo  very  powerful  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  that  neither  yourfelf 
nor  your  horfe  are  able  to  withftand  it, 
and  you  can  only  travel  in  the  mornings 
/  and  evenings.  The  inhabitants  jog  on  in 
a  vehicle  called  a  fulky,  a  kind  of  one 
horfe  chaife,  but  *  conftru6ted  juft  large 
enough  to  contain  one  perfon ;  they  fay 
thefe  are  not  fo  fatiguing  to  the  horfe  as 

a  per- 
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a  perfon's  ridir.g  on  its  back.  In  travel- 
ling on  hori'e-back,  you  mufl  either  walk 
or  gallop  your  horfe,  as  the  motion  of 
trotting  is  too  fatiguing  for  yourfelf  and 
the  beaft. 

At  every  plantation  you  pafs  by,  the 
peach  trees  prefent  their  fruit,  to  allay  the 
parching  thirft  the  heat  occafions ;  and 
it  is  deemed  no  trefpafs  to  flop  and  re- 
frefh  yourfelf  and  your  horfe  with  them ; 
if  the  owner  of  the  plantation  perceives 
you  gathering,  he  will  come  and  dire6l 
you  to  the  tree  that  bears  the  beft  fruit, 
for  the  peaches  of  this  country  are  of  va- 
rious forts ;  .and  though  they  are  in  fuch 
abundance,  that  they  feed  the  hogs  with 
them,  yet  there  are  very  few  except  in 
gentleman's  gardens,  which  have  that 
flavor  and  juice  of  thofe  that  grow  in 
England. 

Having 
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Having  fcen  the  procefs  of  making 
peach  brandy,  I  no  longer  am  furprized 
at  this  fpirit  having  fuch  pernicious 
efFe6i:s  when  drank  to  excefs,  and  how  un- 
wholefome  it  mud:  be  taken  in  ever  fo 
fmall  quantities  j  for  after  gathering  the 
fruit,  it  is  put  in  large  vats,  where  it  i"e- 
mains  till  it  is  in  fuch  a  (late  of  putrefac- 
tion, as  to  be  extremely  ofFenfive  to  ap- 
proach it,  in  this  ftate  the  peaches  are 
prefled  and  the  liquor  that  comes  from 
them  is  diftilled  ;  from  w^hence  the  cuftom 
arofe  to  let  the  peaches  be  in  fuch  a  pu- 
trified  flate,  I  never  could  learn ;  for 
upon  aiking  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  if 
they  bruifed  the  peaches  as  foon  as  gather- 
ed, and  prelied  the  liquor  frpm  them, 
whether  the  flavor  and  ilrength  of  fpirit 
would  not  be  fuperior,  the  only  anfwer 
I  could  obtain  was,  that  they  believed  it 
might,    but    the    other  was   the   ufual 

mode. 
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The  town  of  Richmond,  as  well  as  the 
plantations  around  for  fome  miles,  has 
been  in  imminent  danger,  as  the  woods 
have  been  on  fire,  which  for  fome  time 
paft  has  raged  with  great  furjr,  and  that 
clement  feemed  to  threaten  univerfal  def- 

truftion;  but  providentially,  before  it 
had  done  any  material  damage,  there  fell 
a  very  heavy  rain,  which  neverthelefs,  has 
not  altogether  extinguifhed  it,  as  it  is 
daily  breaking  out  in  places,  but  not  fo 
violent  but  it  can  be  cafily  prevented  from 
fpreading. 


During  the  Summer  months,  thefe 
fires  are  very  frequent,  and  at  Charlottef- 
ville  I  have  fcen  the  mountains  on  a  blaze 
for  three  or  four  miles  in  length,  they 
are  occafioned  by  the  careleflhefs  of  wag- 
goners, who,  when  night  approaches, 
after  they  have  unharneflcd  the  horfes,  fed 
them,  pannelled  them,  and  tying  a  bell 
round  their  necks,  turned  them  loofe  in 
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the  woods  to  graze,  make  a  large  fire 
to  warm  them  when  they  fleep,  which  on 
purfuing  their  journey  the  next  morning, 
they  negledl  to  extinguifh,  this  commu- 
nicating to  the  dry  leaves  which  lay  on 
the  ground,  fpreads  rapidly  and  caufes 
thefe  dreadful  and  dangerous  conflagra- 
tions. 

To-morrow  I  leave  this  place,  to  return 
Charlottefville,  when  I  fhall  embrace  the 
next  favorable  opportunity  to  write,  this 
I  fend  by  the  flag  of  truce  that  is  return- 
ing to  New- York,  and  in  hopes  it  may 
lafcly  reach  you,    I  remain, 


Yours,  &c. 
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LETTER      LXVIII. 


Joneses  Plantatiotty  near  Charlottejvilkt 
in  Virginia,  Aug,  4,   1779. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

/^N  my  return  ivim  Richmond,  I 
^^^  witnefled  the  mode  that  renders  the 
Virginian,  rifle-men  fo  expert  in  the  ufeof 
arms—as  great  numbers  were  aflembled, 
fhooting  at  marks,  and  which  I  under- 
fland,  long  before  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  was  the  con  flan  t  divedion  in  this 
country;  fo  certain  are  they  of  hitting, 
that  they  are  not  fearful  of  holding  the 
board  at  arm's  length ;  nay,  fome  are  fo 
little  apprehenfive  of  danger,   that  they 
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Will  place  it  between  their  legs  for  another 
to  fire  at. 


There  is  an  infecl,  termed  the  fire-fly, 
which  in  itfelf  is  a  great  curiofity,  being 
really  a  perfe6l  phofphorus :  for  a  confi- 
derable  portion  of  its  life,  moft  of  the  in- 
terior parts  of  its  body  being  at  times 
luminous,  and  from  whence  it  emits  rays 
of  light   for  a  great  part  of  the   night, 
by  means  of  two  glandular  fpots,  that  are 
placed  between  the  head  and  (houlders; 
neverthelefs,  though  thefe  luminous  rays 
iffiie  naturally  from  the  infeCV,  while  awake 
it  feems  to  pofl'efs  power  of  interrupting 
them  at  will,  and  then  thei'e  fpots  are 
opakc  5  though,  as  I  obferved  moll  of  the 
internal  parts  of  thefe  infects  emit  a  light, 
yet  the  thicknefs  of  its  cover  prevents  it 
appearing  through  any  other  place   but 
thofe  coaftituted  by  nature  for  the  pur- 
pofej  yet,   on  extending  the  rings  that 
cover  the  difi'erent  parts  of  the  body  a 
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little  afuiider,  you  may  obfervc  the  fame 
light  to  iffue. 

By  the  light  of  one  of  thefe  infects,  if 
held  between  the  fingers,  and  moved  gra- 
dually with  the  luminous  fpots  over  the 
chryftal  of  a  watch,  you  can  with  eafe 
tell  the  hour ;  and  ten  or  twelve  of  them 
put  into  a  clear  phial,  will  give  fufficient 
light  to  read  or  write  by  very  diftinftly. 

Thefe  infe6ls  make  their  appearance  in 
the  evening,  and  are  to  be  feen  for  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  night ;  they  are  ex- 
tremely unpleafant  to  travellers  at  a  late 
hour,  being  at  times  fo  numerous,  as  to 
perfedlly  dazzle  the  eye,  and  by  their  ob- 
fcure  intervals  and  fudden  glare,  the  fight 
is  diverted  from  every  objedl  of  danger 
that  at  night  prefents  itfelf  5  an  inflance 
of  which  lately  happened,  that  had  near 
been  fatal  to  an  officer,  who,  lofl  in  the 
bye  paths  in  the  woods,  by  the  reafon  of 
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thefe  infc<5ls,  did  not  perceive  a  tree  that 
was  not  entirely  blown  down,  but  refVed 
on  another,  againft  which  he  came  with 
fqch  violence  as  to  be  ftunned,  and  on 
regaining  his  fenfes,  found  that  in  falling 
from  his  horfe,,  he  had  broke  one  of  his 
legs,  and  he  remained  in  that  (late  till  the 
next  morning,  when  he  was  found  by  9 
negro,  who  condu6led  him  home* 

You  may  recoUefV,  in  a  former  letter, 
I  mentioned  what  a  lawlrfs  fet  the  lower 
clafs  were,  and  of  their  ferocious  difpofi- 
tion;  an  inftance  has  recently  occurred, 
wherein  the  moft  wanton  cruelties  were 
intended  to  be  put  in  execution  againft 
an  6fRter  of  the  Artillery,  who,  in  the 
moft  miraculous  manner,  made  his  efcape 
from  thefe  brutal  favages,  as  they  were 
condu6ling  him  to  the  place  where  they 
intended  to  perpetrate  their  horrid  pur- 
pofe.    = 
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The  officer  was  quartered  at  the  planta- 
tion of  one  Watfon,  a  wretch  who  is 
reckoned  an  adept  in  gouging,  and  who 
prepares  his  nails  for  that  purpofe.  He 
has  an  agreeable,  but  by  no  means  a 
pretty  woj^ian,  for  his  wife,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  common  civilities  in  fupply- 
ing  tlie  oiiiicer  with  poultry,  milk,  &c. 
which  he  regularly  paid  for ;  this  ignorant 
fellow  pretended  to  be  jealous,  and  com- 
municaung  his  fcntiments  to  fome  neigh- 
irbftvu's  of  a  fimilar  difpofition  to  his  own, 
theylrdncerted  a  fcheme  to  be  revenged  of 

the  officer. 

Accordingly,  a  few  days  aftei*,  they 
broke  into  his  chamber  at  the  dead  of 
night,  but  the  noife  awaking  him,  he 
had  juft  time  to  feize  his  fword,  with 
which  he  defended  himfelf  for  fome  time, 
till  it  broke,  when  he  was  overpowered 
by  his  landlord  and  three  other  ruffians, 
who    made    him    put    on   his    cloaths, 
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and  after  tying  his  hands  behind  him,  led 
him  into  the  yard,  and  placing  him  on  his 
own  horfe,  they  fet  out  with  him  armed 
with  mufkets,  to  proceed  to  another  of 
thefe  defperadoes,  who  refided  about  two 
miles  diftant,  to  confult  on  the  mode  of 
revenge — only  conceive  what  muft  have 
been  the  fituation  of  his  mind  when 
in  their  way  to  this  neighbours  houfe, 
thefe  fellows  were  confulting  whether 
they  fhould  cut  his  throat  and  fecrete  the 
body,  or  caftrate  him  an  i  roll  him  down 
a  fteep  rock. 
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Arriving  at  the  plantation,  they  took 
him  off  the  horfe  and  condu6ted  him 
into  the  houfe,  the  owner  of  which  de- 
clined any  concern  in  the  tranfa6lion,  and 
difluaded  the  others  from  it,  but  they 
were  fteady  to  their  bloody  purpofes  ;  the 
ruffians  then  defired  fome  peach  brandy 
toddy,   which  they  drank  till  intoxicated, 

ail  this  time  confulting  what  they  fhould 
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do  with  the  officer.  The  villain  Watfon, 
who  particularly  fuppofed  himfclf  to  be 
aggrieved,  and  was  the  firft  inftigator  of 
this  bafe  plot,  occafionally  prcfented  his 
piece,  and  threatened  immediate  vengeance. 
At  length  the  dawn  of  day  appearing,  the 
wretches  as  if  confcious  of  their  iniquitous 
proceeding,  remarked  it  would  foon  be 
light,  •  and  refolving  to  put  the  lall  of 
their  threats  in  execution,  they  quitted 
the  houfe,  mounting  the  officer  on  his 
horfe,  and  proceeded  to  the  fpot  where  they 
were  to  perpetrate  it^  which  was  at  the 
foot  of  a  mountain,  near  a  very  lleep 
precipice. 
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The  fituation  of  the  officer  was  truly 
dreadful,  for  however  refigned  he  might 
be  to  meet  his  fate,  the  manner  of  it  was 
moil  lamentable  J  in  the  hands  of  American 
defperadoes,  who  are  worfe  than  favages, 
revengeful  and  drunk,  alternately  prefent- 
ing  their  mufquets  and  vowing  inflant 
death. 

When 
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When  they  had  proceeded  with  him  near 
three  miles,  it  was  quite  day  light,  they 
then  judged  it  neceflary  to  haften  their 
pace,  fearful  of  meeting  any  one,  and  by 
now  and  then  making  the  horfc  trot,  it 
loofened  the  cord  with  which  the  officer's 
hands  were  ticd^f  perceiving .  this,  and 
aftci*fome  little  iftruggle,  finduig  he  could 
releafe  his  hands,  he  very  prudently 
w^ted  an  opportunity  till  he  came  to 
fome  road  he  was  acquainted  with.  After 
they  had  proceeded  about  half  a  mile  fur- 
ther, very  near  the  place  they  were  to 
condu61:  him  to,  he  difcerrted  a  bye  path 
which  led  to  the  barracks,  inftantly  dif- 
engaged  his  handd,  Seized  the  bridle  and 
fpeaking  to  his  horfe,  which  had  been 
an^c^d  quarter-r^cer,  it  fet  off  full  fpeed. 
Thefe'  wretches  all  dighiarged  their  pieces 
at  him,  but  owiixg  to  the  thickhtfs  of  the 
wood  and  their  intoxication,  he  cfcaped, 
and  arrived  fafe  at  tiie  barracks.  " 
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This  matter  was  reprefented  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  province,  by  the  General,  at 
the  fame  time  defcribing  the  inhabitants, 
and  their  place  of  refidence;  the  anfwer 
from  the  Governor  was,  that  he  was  ex- 
tremely concerned  at  it,  but  at  prefent  the 
civil  power  was  of  little  ufe,  the  officers 
not  daring  to  make  ufe  of  their  autliority 
ampng,  thefe  back-woods  men«  as  it  en- 
dangered their  Uvesi  a^d.  he  h^  Only  to 
jecomnier^d  the  officer  to  be  on  his  ^ard, 
and  not  quit  the  barracks,  and  that  at 
night,  for  his  perfonal  fafety,  he  had 
wrote  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
continental  troops,  to  *^hQ&  a  feijeant's 
guard  at  his  houfe :  yet,  notwithfbnding 
the  wretches  are  acquainted  with  thjis  cir- 
cumflance,  they  have  had  the  audgcity 
to  hover  about  the  barracks,  in  order  to 
feize  him ;  but  it  having  been  intimated 
to  them,  that  the  American  Commanding 
Officer  had  orders  to  apprehend  them,  and 
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fetid. them  down  to  the  Governor  at  Wil- 
Jiamfburgh,  they  have  defined  in  their 
attempts.  I  think  there  needs  not  a  more 
convincing  proof  to  fliew  the  Anarchy  and 
confufion  at  prefcfit  exifting  in  America, 
and  that  all  pretenfions  to  civil  govern- 
ment are  ideal,  I  affurc  you,  my  deal:  fiiend, 
Gongrefsi  aided  by  the  military,  is  the 
Only  ruling  power  it  plTefent  j  they  are  de- 
fpotiCi  and  their  orders  enforced  by  the 
military  with  as  arbitrary  a  fway  as  that 
with  which  the  Kii^  of  Praflla  governs 
his  dortiihions*.    , 

-      - f  -         -> r    ;      '  .  .  ■; 

The  ftirub  whkh  fupplies  our  manufac- 
tures with  cotton,  is  much  cultivated  in 
this  Province,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
lower  fort,  through  the  fcSrcenefs  and 
difficulty  of  procuring  clothing  for  theni- 
felves  and  their  negroes,  pay  greater  at- 
tention to  it  at  prefent  than  tobacco,  this 
plant  is  of  a  quick  luxuriant  growth^  ^nd 
,  ,  rifes 
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rifes  fir om  five  to  fix  feet  in'heigHt, '  dif- 
pcrfingra  humber  of  branches  as  it  Ihoots* 
it  requires  a  dry  foil,' 'and  thrives*  beft  in 
'grounds  already   tilled,   for  though  the 
plaMffourifhes  more  in  frefli  knds,  yet 
from  its   luxuriance,    it  produces  more 
.Wood  thati  fruit,  it  is  pldnted  in  regular 
'walks,  and'  at  a  moderiate  diftance  from 
each'otheat^,  iar  the  branches  to  fpread, 
v^henliti  is  grown  to  the  height  of  five  or 
liK  inchifft,  the  ftems  are  pullied  op  except 
two  or  tHhie  of  the  ftbuteft,   which  ne 
cropped  twice  before  the  end  of  Auguft ; 
this  precaution  is  abfolutely  iieGeiiary,  as 
the  wood  bears  no  fruit  till  after  the  fe- 
cond  cropping  s    and  if  by  negleft  the 
plant  is  fulfered  to  dxceed  four  feet  high 
in  its  growth,  the?  crop  will  be  greatly  in- 
ferior in  quality  and  *  quantity^  ihd  the 
fruit  difficult  to  gather.'         ^      --  c>^/  '- 

f  J  The  fVuit  that  the  cotton  fhrub  bears, 
proceeds  from  a  flower  which  blows  at 
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the  cdctremity  of  its'  branches,  -  the  pidil 
of  which  turns  to  a  (hell  of  the  fize  of  a 
pigeon's  egg,  and  when  the  cotton  contained 
in  it  is  ripe,  it  burfts  and  expofes  the  feeds 
wrapt  op  in  the  native  flocks  to  the  fcn  j 
wheiitheigreateft  part  pf  them'  are  thus 
opened;  thb  negroes  gather  therh^  ^  and  the 
feeds  which  are  naturally  mixed  with  the 
cotton  ardicleaned  by; means  of  a  ma- 
bhin&  cfalted  a  gen^  *  ii^hich  is  riiade  <of 
two  iinooth  rolleiy  piked  elofl  afrti  pa- 
rallel to  eabh  other  in^  a  frame,  and  move 
in  coiiti-ary  dire6tions<  by  means  of  ?  dif- 
ferent wheels  av  lo^^ofite  fide  of  the 
machine,  which  aie.  put  in  motion  1^  the 
foot,  the  cotton  being  put  to  thefe  rollers, 
wliile  they '  move  round,  it  readily  palTes 
between  them,  bearing  the  feed  which  are 
too  large 'for  the  itxterfpace  beihiftd.  What 
palfes  in  this  operation  is  afterwards  hand 
picked  to  clear  it  from  the  fmail  dirt  that 
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comes  :  with  the    cotton  through    the 
machine,   and  then  it  becomes  fit  for 


The  carding  and  fpinning  of  oottcm  iai 
the  chief  employment  of  the  feihalc  ne- 
groes»  for  iince  the  inhabitants  haVe  been 
deprived  of  our  Ertglifh  cottons^  they  ma- 
nnfa^liire  a  fort  themfelvcs,  little  inferior 
to  thait  made  at  Manchefter^  aSnd  aknoft 
all  the  families  in  this  Province^  both 
mafe  and  female,  are  cloathfid  with  thdr 
OV^n  Jn^ufadore,  the  fuperior  cla&  as 
af|  example  to  their  inferioi^Sy  who  are 
copf)|>elled.b}F  neceility^ 
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iThe  weather  being  fo.  extremely  hot, 
wooUeft  cloaths  are  infufferable,  there^ 
fore  from  necef{ity>  and  as  h  the  cuflom 
of  the  country,  the  officers  wear  cotton 
habiHments ;  the  cotton  of  which  mine 

,     .  is 
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1$  made  I  obtained  from  my  landlord, 
and  law  the  whole  procefs  of  its  growth 
and  manufacture,  from  the  feed  being 
fbwnj^  till  it  came  out  of  the  loom* 


I  remain. 


Yours,  &(rt 
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Joneses  Plantation,  near  CbarlottejvilU, 
in  Virginia,  Dec,  12,  17""  ^ 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 


/Considering  the  innumerable  dif- 
^^  ficulties  and  inconveniences  which 
the  colonies  have  laboured  under  in 
maintaining  their  independency,  and  their 
fucceffes  appear  aftonifhing,  fuch  as 
could  only  be  effected  by  that  unanimity 
which  univerfally  prevails  among  the 
leading  and  confpicuous  characters  in  each 
ftate ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  fui'prizing  that  in 
their  ffrenous  fupport  of  public  meafures, 
the  internal  arrangement  of  their  affairs 

fhould 
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fhould  be  neglected,  and  by  fuch  negle6t 
hazard  a  general  confufion.  In  this  ftate* 
at  prcfent,  their  internal  concerns,  mer- 
chandizes of  all  kinds,  and  the  com- 
mon and  neceflary  articles  of  life  are  at 
fuch  enormous  prices,  that  few  can  pro- 
cure them,  and  for  want  of  them  all 
claffes  are  highly  diftreffed ;  Congrefs  have 
adopted  various  meafures  to  remedy  thefe 
evils,  but  their  endeavours  have  been  fruf- 
trated  by  a  few  monopolizing  wretches 
at  Philadelphia  and  other  great  cities :  to 
this  is  owing  much  of  the  public  diftrefs, 
which  becomes  a  fcource  of  hindrance  and 
difcouragement  in  the  profccution  of  the 
various  defigns  and  undertakings  of  Con- 
grefs. 


i    y 


K.^ 


But  of  all  the  arduous  and  trying  fitua- 
tions  they  have  had  to  encounter,  none 
has  proved  more  difficult  than  the  prefent, 
which  they  are  ufmg  their  utmoll  endea- 
vours to  overcome,  and  if  not  effeJled, 

they 


ir 


m 


41^ 


INTER^5R    TRAVELS 


they  muft  bid  farewel  to  all  hopes  of  gain* 
ing  independency,  and  this  is  the  depre^ 
ciation  of  their  paper  money.  From  the 
firft  emiflion  of  bills  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  to  the  prcfent  period^ 
they  have,  by  theneceffity  of  tiie  times, 
iiiued  near  forty  millions  flerling  of  con* 
tinental  dollars,  and  what  contributes  fHlI 
more  to  the  depreciation,  is  the  immenfe 
fums  of  counterfeit  money  iffued  from 
New- York,  and  other  places  in  our  pof- 
feflion. 


Therefore  Congrefs  wifely  forefeeingthe 
indifpenfible  neceflity  of  removing  all 
doubts  and  diftrefs,  that  the  united  flates 
were  unable  to  redeem  their  bills,  and 
that  raifmg  more  money  by  a  i\ew  emiflion 
would  encreafe  the  paper  in  circulation, 
and  be  the  ciufe  of  ftill  more  decreafing 
its  value,  have  diftributed  throughout  the 
the  colonies  their  refolve,  in  order  to  re- 
move thofe  apprehenfions  that  were  daily 

gaining 
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gaining  ground,  in  which  after  ftating  the 
great  depreciation  of  theif  currency,  by 
the  means  of  fclEfh  men,  who  difregarded 
the  great  obje6):  they  were  then,  and  had 
for  feveral  years  been  ilruggling  to  obtain, 
and  the  enormous  fum;>  of  counterfeit 
money  their  enemies  had  caufed  to  be 
put  in  circulation  with  that  of  Congrefs, 
they  had  thought  proper  to  declare,  that 
after  fuch  a  date,  no  currency  fhould 
pafs,  but  that  iiTded  from  that  time ;  and 
fenfible  that  as  many  perfons  might  lofe 
confiderable  fums  by  reafon  of  counterfeit 
money,  whatever  fums  of  any  fort  were 
brought  to  the  treafury  at  Philadelphia, 
tliey  fhould  receive  one  dollar  of  the  new 
emiffion,  for  every  forty  dollars.  And 
the  more  fully  to  eftablifli  the  credit  and 
value  of  the  new  currency,  the  Congrcfs^ 
pledged  their  public  faith,  to  pay  its  value 
in  gold  or  filver  fpecie. 

This 
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thii  has  had  the  dcfircd  effc6l  of  Con- 
grefs,  that  of  folely  keeping  tip  the  fpirits 
of  the  people ;  for  it  muft  be  obvious  to 
every  one,  that  it  is  impolTible  to  fulfil 
their  engagements,  and  to  go  to  Philadel^ 
phia,  to  procure  fpecie  for  a  fingle  dollar, 
would  perhaps  only  be  infulted  and 
laughed  at.  That  this  opinion  prevails, 
the  prefent  depreciation  is  a  convincing 
proof  5  for  we  obtain  forty-five  dollars  of 
this  emiflion^  for  one  in  fpecie. 


'7 


•7i  Among  the  various  fruits  upon  this 
continent,  there  is  one  that  feems  peculLr 
to  this  province,  named  the  perfimmon, 
and  which,  until  meliorated  by  feveral 
fharp  frofts,  is  not  eatable,  or  fcarcely  to 
be  tafted.  Many  of  us  were  deceived  by 
this  fruit,  when  ripe  and  hanging  on  the 
trecfr,  it  having  the  appearance  of  an 
Orlcan  plumb ;  but  which  we  found  pof- 
fefledof  fuch  powerful  aftringent  qualities, 
as  to  conti  a6t  the  mouth  to  fuch  a  degree, 
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that  it  was  fevcral  hours  before  we  re- 
gained the  fenfe  of  tafte ;  of  this  fruit  the 
inhabitants,  in  fome  pirts,  brew  a  liquor 
called  perfimmon  beer. 

Animals  reforting  to  the  words  are  ex- 
tremely fond  of  its  flavor,  particularly  the 
bears,  who  come  from  a  great  diftance  in 
queft  of  it,  efpecially  on  the  approach  of 
winter,  at  which  time  the  inhabitants  chace 
and  moftly  kill  them,  as  they  are  unable 
to  regain  the  mountains  before  the  dogs 
overtake  them.     If  they  reach  the  moun- 
tains, the  purfuit  after  them  is  attended 
with  danger,  on  account  of  the  vaft  num- 
ber   of    carniverous    animals    reforting 
there  in  abundance.     An   accident  was 
near  happening  to  an  officer  who,  with 
fome   others,    and    a  few     inhabitants, 
were  in  purfuit  of  a  bear  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountains;    at   the  very  inftant,  a 
ferocious  animal,  which  I  defcribed  in  a 
^former  letter,   called  the  mountain  cat. 
Vol.  II.  F  f  was 
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was  going  to  fpring  upon  him.  One  of 
the  inhabitants  obferving  it,  with  his  rifle 
ihot  him  through  the  head,  and  it  fell 
dead  to  the  ground. 

There  is  in  this  province,  what  I  never 
recollected  to  have  feen  in  any  other,  a  large 
ravenous  kind  of  bird  that  feeds  on  car- 
rion, nearly  as  big  as  an  eagle,  called  a 
turkey-buftard,  from  having  red  gills,  re- 
fembling  thofe  of  a  turkey,  whence  it  de- 
rives its  name.  It  feems  to  be  a  fpecies 
of  the  kite,  hovering  on  the  wing  like 
that  bird,  and  being  carniverous.  The  in- 
habitants kill  them  for  the  fake  of  their 
feet,  which  diflblved  into  an  oil,  is  efteem- 
ed  very  falutary  in  the  fciatica,  old  aches 
^nd  pains. 


You  would  fcarcely  credit,  from  the  la- 
borious and  harrafling  life  the  negroes 
lead  in  this  country,  that  the  paflions  of 
love  and  jealoufy  fhould  afl  very  power 
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fully  on  them,  naturally  concluding,  that 
their  whole  ideas  would  concenter  in- 
one,  that  of  rendering  their  miferable  fitu- 
tion  a  ftate  of  comfort,  yet  fo  forcibly  do 
thofe  palTions  operate  on  their  minds,  they 
are  continually  poifoning  each  other,  thro' 
difappointment,  or  jealoufy :  what  is  re- 
markable, they  can  adminifter  the  poifon 
that  it  ihall  afFeft  the  life  for  a  longer  or  a 
fhorter  period,  agreeable  to  their  ideas  of 
revenge  on  the  object.  The  owner  of  our 
plantation  has  had  feveral  female  negroes 
poifoned,  fomc  of  whom  have  lingered  out 
a  life  for  fix  or  eight  months  after,  and 
others  again,  only  a  week  or  a  fortnights 
There  was  one  remarkably  flout  wench, 
who  expired  on  the  eighth  day  after  being 
poifoned ;  the  decay  of  nature  was  remark- 
ably vifible  from  the  fecond  day,  and  fhe 
only  complained  of  a  violent  pain  in  her 
head,  and  a  conftant  (icknefs  at  the  fto- 
mach;  when  medical  afliftance  was  called 
in,  it  was  pronounced  impoffible  to  coun« 

F  f  2  terad 


1 

! 


{ 


M 


1/1 


J5!l 


43^ 


INTEklOR     "tRAVELS 


tera6l  the  poifon,  unlefs  what  the  pdifon 
confided  of,  could  be  known  which 
though  in  frequent  ufe  amongil  the 
negroes,  had  never  yet  been  difcovered. 

Although  we  have  been  now  near  a 
twelvemonth  in  this  province,  the  foldiers 
f &re  little  better  than  on  their  firft  arrival  j 
for  the  greateft  part  of  the  fummer  they 
have  been  thirty  and  forty  days,  at  different 
periods,  without  any  other  provifion 
delivered  to  them  than  the  meal  of  Indian 
com.  Great  quantities  of  fait  provifions 
have  arrived  at  the  barracks,  but  owing  to 
fome  defe6l  in  airing,  and  the  heat  of  the 
climate,  are  in  a  ftate  of  putrefa6lion ; 
fome  perfon  advifed  the  American  Com- 
miflary  to  bury  the  meat  in  the  earth  for 
a  few  days,  and  it  would  regain  its  purity, 
which,  when  dug  up,  and  although  fwarm- 
ing  with  vermin,  he  infifled  was  exceed- 
ingly good,  only  a  little  tainted  with  the 
weather,  wliich  the  utmofl  care  could  not 
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prevent,  and  ferved  it  out  to  the  foldiers 
as  (o  many  days  ratio  of  meat.     All  com- 
plaints by  General  Phillips  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Province  were  of  little  avail,  he 
receiving  for  anfwer,  that  it  was  the  con- 
cern of  Congrefs,  and  what  did  not  affeft  • 
the  government  of  his  ftate.     There  are 
hopes,  however,  that  the  difputes  of  the 
foldiers  will  be  remedied,  as  both  General 
Phillips  and  General  Reidefel,  who  were 
a  ihort  time  fmce  exchanged,  and  gone  to 
New  York,  purpofed,  in  their  way  to  that 
city,  to  obtain  an  audience  with  General 
WaQiington,  and  lay  thofe  grievances  be- 
fore him;    if  that  was  impra6licable,  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Generals  to  lay 
the  fituation  of  the  troops  before  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,   and  through  him  to  feek  redrefs, 
by  an  application  to  General  Walhington. 
As  to  redrefs  from  the  Americans,  little  is 
to  be  expeded,  though  their  Commander 
in  Chief  pofTeflTes    humanity  that  refle6i:s 
the  highelt   honour  on  him ;  he  has  not 
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been  able,  notwithflanding  fo  much  lovod 
and  efteemed,  to  difFufe  that  benevolence 
and  god-like  virtue,  among  thofe  who  look 
up  to  him  for  protection.  The  only  hope 
we  can  any  way  rely  on  is,  that  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  will,  in  compafTion  to  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  troops,  ufe  every  exertion  in  his 
power  to  eflfeft  a  general  exchange  this 
winter.  Should  that  take  place,  I  may 
venture  to  affirm,  that  he  will  not 
have  braver  troops  in  his  army  5  for  the 
foldiers,  from  the  cruelty  and  ill  ufage  they 
have  continually  experienced,  fince  they 
became  prifoners,  will  fight  to  defpera- 
tion. 


Great  numbers  have  deferted,  with  a 
view  to  get  to  New- York,  rather  than  en- 
dure fuch  diftrefs,  they  certainly  had  no 
other  inducement,  as  many  of  them  com- 
municated to  their  officers  their  intentions, 
previous  to   their  defertion,    requefting  a 

certificate,  that  on  that  day  there  was  du9 

to 


THROUGH    AMERICA. 


439 


to  them  fo  much  pay  and  fo  many  years 
clothing,  which  we  could  refufe  no  more 
than  we  could  their  defertion,  but  to  be 
candid,  rather  than  be  witncis  of  the  hard- 
fliips  the  men  experienced,  which  were 
out  of  our  power  to  redrefs,  we  rather  con- 
nived at  it,  as  we  well  knew  that  producing 
certificates  from  their  officers,  if  they 
were  fo  fortunate  as  to  reach  New- York, 
would  enfure  them  a  favorable  reception 
with  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Near  an 
hundred  have  reached  New-York,  and 
about  fixty  or  fevcnty  have  been  taken  up, 
brought  back  and  confined  in  a  picket- 
ed prifon  near  the  barracks,  where  num- 
bers would  have  adlually  been  ftarved,  had 
not  reHef  been  afforded  them  by  the  offi- 
cers, who  furnifhed  them  with  provifions 
at  their  own  expence. 


Among  the  deferters,  there  was  a  party 
of  twenty  who  appointed  a  ferjeant  at  their 
head  to  command  them,  and  previous  to 
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fetting  off,    fwoi^   a  moft    folema  oath, 
flri6lly  to  adhere  to  a  fet  of  rules  drawn 
up  by  the  ferjeant,  in  the  nature  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  war,  but  the  penalties  inflifted  in 
cafe  of  breach  of  any  of  thefe  articles  were 
fingularly  curious — being    no  lefs  than 
death — immediate  inftantaneoOs  death-^ 
to  be  hanged  upon  the  next  tree,    and 
others  equally  as  tremenduous,  the  only 
one  tending  to  mercy  was  cutting  off  the 
offenders  ears.     The  whole  party  except- 
ing  one,    who  was  apprehended  as  out 
upon  a  fcout  for  provifions,   got  fafe  to 
New- York.     I  fhould  obferve  to  you  that 
this  diffcrtion  is  among  the  Britilh  troops, 
the  Germans  not  feeling  that  amor  patria^ 
befides  they  are  fully  content,  being  upon 
the  fame  pay  as  the  Britifh  troops,  which 
is  near  foui  times  as  much  as  they  receive 
in  their  own  country,  and  for. what  reafon 
it  is  impoiTible  to  fay,   but  the  Americans 
fncw  more  indulgence  to  the  Germans, 
permitting  them  to  go  round  the  country 
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to  labor,    and  being  for  the  mofl:  part 
expert  handicrafts,  they  reaUze  a  great 
deal  of   money,    exclufive  of  their  pay,'' 
and   as    the  generality  of    the  German 
troops  are  only  foldiers  raifed  for  the  war, 
upon  their  return  to  their  own  country, 
will  become  perfons  of  property,  except- 
ing the  regiments  of  the  Prince  of  Ileirc 
Hanau*s  body  guards,  and  General  Reide- 
fel's  difmounted  dragoons,  which  are  two 
well-difciplined    regiments,    the    reft  of 
German  troops  wei\i  fuch  as  little  fervice 
could  be  expelled  from,  and  when  we  re- 
fle6t  on  the  manner  they  were  raifed,  who 
could  be  furprized  that  they  did  not  a6t 
with  more  alacrity  during  the  campaign  j 
for  the  mode  of  obtaining  thefe  fublidies, 
was  as  follows :     When  application  was 
made  by  our  court  to  Germany  for  troops, 
the  Prince  caufed  every  place  of  woriliip 
to  be  furrounded  during  fervice,  and  took 
every  man  who  had  been  a  foldier,  and  to 
embody  thefe  and  form  them  into  regi- 
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tiients,  he  appointed  old  officers,  who  had 
been  many  years  upon  half  pay,  to  com- 
mand them,  or  on  refufal  of  fcrving,  to 
forfeit  their  half  pay,  thus  were  thefe  re- 
giments raifed,  officered  with  old  veterans, 
who  had  ferved  with  credit  and  reputation 
in  their  youthful  days,  and  who  had  re- 
tired, as  they  imagined,  to  enjoy  fome 
comforts  in  the  decline  of  life.  Only  pic- 
ture to  your  imagination,  enfigns  of  forty 
and  fifty,  commanding  of  troops  not 
much  younger,  and  judge  how  proper 
they  are  for  an  a^live  and  vigorous  cam- 
paign, in  the  thick  woods  of  America. 


It  being  the  univerfal  opinion  through- 
out the  army,  that  we  fhall  remain  prifon- 
crs  the  remainder  of  the  war,  the  Britifli 
officers  have  contributed  to  render  their 
fituation  as  comfortable  as  the  nature  of 
the  country  will  poffibly  allow,  and  to 
promote  aflbciation,  they  have  eredled 
a  coffee-houfe,  a  theatre,  and  a  cold  bath, 
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to  tcnfc  up  the  relaxed  ftate  of  the  body, 
the  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate  occa- 
iions. 


Having  repeatedly  mentioned  to  you 
the  barracks,  and  their  iituation,  and  as 
any  defcription  would  fall  exceedingly 
fliort,  I  have  fent  you  an  accurate  view 
of  them.  To  form  a  juft  conception 
of  the  diftrefles  and  fituation  of  the 
army  on  its  firft  arrival,  you  are  not  to 
confider  ^the  place  as  the  drawing  repre^- 
fents  it,  but  as  a  thick  wood,  and  not  a 
Angle  tree  cut  down. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  concern  I  inform 
you  of  the  death  of  your  old  friend  W* — , 
of  our  regiment,  the  relation  of  Sir  Wat-^ 
kin  Williams  Wynne,  Bart,  who  I  am 
perfuaded,  fell  a  martyr  to  the  dire  effefts 
of  that  pernicious  liquor,  peach  brandy, 
the  circumflance  attending  his  death  being 
remarkable,  I  fhall  relate  them.    He  had 
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been  on  a  vifit  a  few  days  to  Come  officer?, 
and  having  made  a  little  too  free,  during 
that  time  he  became  in  a  {l:\tj  of  infanity, 
the  firft  inllance  he  flicwed  of  it  was  get- 
ting up  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and 
walking  feveral  hours  in  the  fnow  bare- 
footed, till  his  feet  were  froll-bittcn,  he 
had  been  abfent  near  four  hours  before  he 
was  mifled,  and  upon  his  companions 
going  in  fearch  of  him,  he  was  found  pa- 
rading before  the  door,  they  condu6lcd 
him  into  the  houfe,  and  applying  the 
ufual  remedy,  all  danger  of  a  mortification 
was  removed  from  being  froft  bit.  The 
next  morning  he  was  frequently  alking  for 
a  knife  to  cut  a  ftick,  which  his  compani- 
ons always  contrived  to  evade  giving  him, 
and  on  their  quitting  Charlottefville, 
at  which  place  they  had  flept,  tl  ey 
intended  to  condu6l  him  to  the  barracks 
for  advice,  but  on  his  expreffing  a  dc(:rc 
to  return  to  his  own  quarters,  they  in- 
dulged him  in  his  requell.  It  is  faid  that 
>•     '  ,  perlbns 
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perfons  laboring  under  that  mod  calami- 
tous aftii6tion,  are  poflcflld  of  extreme 
cunning,  to  deceive  thofe  they  fufpeft  of 
watching  their  actions.  He,  poor  fellow, 
fully  demonftrated  it,  for  keeping  up  a 
very  rational  converfation  as  they  rode 
along,  not  difcovering  the  lead  fymptoms 
of  any  one  infane,  till  they  arrived  at  an 
exceeding  fteep  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which 
was  a  rivulet,  wliere  they  flopt  to  water 
their  horfes,  fcizing  this  opportunity,  he 
left  them  and  rode  his  horfe  as  faft  as  he 
could  make  him  go  up  the  hill,  his  two 
companions  purCued,  but  he  being  better 
mounted,  was  foon  out  of  fight,  they  fol- 
lowed the  tracK  of  his  horfe  in  the  fnow, 
till  it  turned  into  the  woods,  and  conclu- 
ded any  further  purfuit  would  be  vain  by 
themfelves,  they  haftened  to  their  quart- 
ers, which  was  not  a  mile  diftant,  for 
afTiftance.  By  this  time  night  had  come 
on,  neverthelefs,  a  party  of  ten  or  a  do- 
^enwith  lanthorns,   went  various  roads, 
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and  into  the  woods,  which  they  travcrfed 
beft  part  of  the  night,  but  could  not 
obferve  the  leaft  trace  of  him  5  the  next 
morning  they  renewed  the  fearch,  and 
about  five  miles  off,  in  a  bye  place, 
found  his  horfe  fadened  by  the  bridle  to  a 
fence,  clofe  by  a  rivulet,  to  which  they 
could  trace  the  feet  01  a  man  upon  the 
fnow,  they  followed  the  track  till  they 
came  upon  the  Ice,  which  led  them  to  the 
bend  of  the  current  under  a  hanging  rock, 
where  the  river  had  not  been  frozen  over, 
and  which,  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current 
at  that  place,  feldom  did,  and  there  it  is 
imagined  he  fell  in,  before  he  came  to  this 
the  ice  twice  gave  way,  but  being  (hallow, 
he  had  fcrambled  out.  His  companions 
could  not  long  remain  in  fufpence,  for 
fending  his  fervant  back  for  one  of  his 
Ihoes,  on  his  return  they  found  it  exaflly 
fitted  the  track  in  the  fnow,  and  from  his 
horfe  being  fo  near,  it  left  little  room  for 
dovht.    However,  fome  fliort  time  after, 
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all  doubt?  were  removed,  as  the  body 
was  found — poor  man — I  did  the  laft  fad 
office  with  a  heavy  heart — but  his  memory 
will  be  fmcerely  lamented,  by  thofe  that 
knew  him,  .;    j 

Yours,  &c. 
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LETTER      LXX. 


Barracks,  Cbarlottefville,  in  Virginia, 
Jpril  i8»   i;80. 


1 


f  I 


MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 

.  T  ITTLE  has  tranfpired  of  intelligence 
•*"^  worth  relating,  unlefs  a  repetition  of 
grievances  and  hardfhips,  during  a  long 
and  fevere  Winter,  and  all  hopes  or  ex- 
pe61ation  of  any  exchange  taking  place ; 
there  has  been  a  meeting  of  Coin^nifTion- 
ers  from  both  armies  for  that  purpofe, 
but  they  could  not  agree  to  the  different 
proportions  of  exchange,  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  foldiers  in  lieu  of  an  officer.  As  to 
my  fentiments  upon  this  head,  or  any  the 
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leaft  tending  to  politics  I  am  debarred 
from,  as  this  letter  muft  undergo  the  ex- 
amination of  the  American  Commanding 
Officer  J  therefore,  being  confined,  I  Ihall 
give  you  my  obfervations  and  remarks  on 
the  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  what- 
ever may  concern  our  army,  as  they  oc- 
cur to  memory,  which,  though  you  al- 
low to  be  tolerable,  is  not  fo  great  as 
Caefar's,  who  forgot  nothing  but  injuries. 


I 


gence 


Since  I  have  been  in  Virginia  I  never 
Could  afTign  the  reafon  why  the  oxen  and 
fheep  fhould  be  fo  fmall,  having  fuch 
abundance  of  grafs  during  the  fummer, 
in  the  unlimited  range  of  woods  j  but 
the  winter  has  fully  demonftfated  the 
caufe,  which  arifes  from  the  planters 
paying  fuch  little  attention  to  their  cattle 
during  the  inclement  feafon,  by  whicli 
means  they  ftarve  the  youi ig  ones,  or  at 
leaft  ftinl  their  growth,  h  that  they 
but  very  feldom  grow  fo  large  as  if  they 
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were  better  managed,  being  content  if 
they  can  but  fave  their  lives ;  and  though 
they  fufFer  them  to  be  fo  poor  in  the 
winter,  yet  they  prefently  grow  fat  again 
in  the  fpring,  which  they  efteem  fuffi- 
cient  for  their  purpofe.  This  is  the  rea- 
fon  their  beef  and  mutton  is  neither  fo 
large  nor  fo  fat  as  in  England ;  their 
fie  ill,  however,  is  elleemed  delicate,  and 
has  certainly  a  fine  flavor.  * 


i 


Among  the  curious  plants  growing  in 
America,  none  contribute  more  to  the 
beauty  of  the  fpring  than  the  dogwood, 
which  grows  in  great  abundance,  and, 
when  adorned  with  its  numerous  white 
flowers,  appears  delightful.  The  wood  it> 
very  hard,  -^nd  breaks  into  fmall  fibres ; 
for  want  of  fuch  neceffary  implements 
as  tooth-bruflies,  we  fubftitute  this  wood. 
The  inhabitants  have  a  cuflom  of  tying 
a  branch  of  this  tree  round  the  catties' 
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when  they  fall  down  exhaufted  by  heat  in 
the  fummer,  imagining  that  its  virtue 
contributes  to  their  recovery. 

There  'is  another  tree  rather  peculiar 
to  America  called  the  tulip  tree,  and  it 
creates  aftonifliment,  in  the  fpring  to-be- 
hold  trees  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  for  they 
are  very  large  and  lofty,  bearing  a  flower 
for  a  fortnight  together  in  fhape,  fizc 
and  colour  refembling  tulips.  The  leaves 
grow  in  a  very  peculiar  fliape  ;  from 
whence  the  tree  has,  in  fome  places,  the 
appellation  of  the  old  woman's  fmock, 
imagining  a  refemblance  below  the  leaves. 

The  log  huts  in  which  the  foldiers  re- 
fide,  although  ere6led  fuch  a  fliort  time, 
are  become  extremely  dangerous,  the  tim- 
bers being  nearly  deftroyed  by  an  infefl 
that  is  in  the  bark  of  the  tree,  which, 
for  want  of  the  nourifhment  it  receives 
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from  the  turpentine  whilft  the  tree  is 
growing,  preys  upon  the  foHd  part  of  the 
timber;  and  thefe  infers,  from  the  de- 
ilru6tion  as  well  as  the  noife  they  make, 
have  the  appellation  of  fawyers,  and  is 
certainly  a  very  proper  one  j  for  I  have 
fecn  timber,  nearly  the  circumference  of 
one's  waift,  which  had  not  been  cut  down 
above  fix  iT.oi.dis,  that  upon  ftripping  off 
the  bark,  there  was  nothing  but  the  ap- , 
pciiranct  of  faw-duH,  with  a  vaft  number 
of  ciiefc  infe6ls,  refembling  a  large 
grab-vvonn.         •      • 

The  foldiers  have  been  fo  indifferently 
fupplicd  v^^ith  provifions,  the  barracks 
fwarm  with  rats  of  an  enormous  fize, 
and  notwithftanding  each  hut  has  a  cat 
or  two,  they  arc  very  troublcfome,  and 
with  every  precaution,  they  are  continu- 
ally deffroying  the  men's  cloaths  and  bed- 
ding during  the  night;  it  is  no  very 
uncommon  thing  to  fee  them  running  fix 
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or  feven,  one  after  the  other,  in  the  inter- 
ftices  of  the  logs  with  which  the  huts  are 
conftra6tcd. 

You  may  rccolle^l,  on  our  firft  arri- 
val in  this  province,  I  mentioned  that  a 
nuiTber  of  duels  were  fought,  and  what 
partly  occafioned  them.  They  have  of 
late  been  frequent  amongft  the  German 
officers,  but  from  different  motives — dif- 
putes  at  gambling.  Their  manner  of 
fighting  is  rather  fmgular.  Each  party 
goes  to  the  field  with  a  fecond,  and  after 
flrlpping  to  the  ll?irt,  advancing,  fliakd 
each  other  by  the  hand,  draw  their 
fwords,  and  cut  and  flaih  each  other 
till  one  party  relinq nifties  tlie  contefl ; 
and,  unlefs  the  inveteracy  is  very  obfti- 
nate,  the  conilifl  is  over  upon  tlie  lead 
appearance  of  blood  on  either  fide ; 
this  is  deemed  a  fiifficient  proof  of  their 
courage  and  ju?i:ification  of  their  honor. 
Moil  of  the  duels  among  them  have  ended 
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in  this  manner  except  one,  where  the  com- 
batants mutilated  one  another  in  a  mod 
fhocking  manner,  as  nearly  to  endanger 
each  other's  life. 

It  is  no  little  pleafure  to  me  that  I 
am  unreflrainetl  from  communicating  and 
opening  myfelf  freely  to  you,  fmce  I  be- 
gan this  letter,  as  an  opportunity  has  oc- 
curred of  fending  it  without  infpec- 
tion  by  an  officer  who  has  received  an  ac- 
count of  his  being  exchanged.  By  the 
mode  that  I  intended  to  fend  this,  which 
was  by  a  flag  of  truce  returning  to  New 
York,  I  wrote  feveral  others  j  fome  were 
franked  by  Col.  Bland  and  others  by  Col. 
Sherwood,  the  American  Officers  com- 
manding the  troops  at  the  barracks.  The 
former  behaved  with  true  politenefs  and 
liberality  of  fentiment ;  he  only  required 
an  officer  to  pledge  his  word  an  J  honor, 
as  a  gentleman,  there  was  nothing  poli- 
tical contained  in  the  letter,  on  afiirming 
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which,  the  Colonel  defired  the  letter  to  be 
fealed,  and  on  it  wrote,  Examined,  and 
figned  his  name.     The  latter,  with  an  in- 
quifitivenefs,   accompanied  with  rudenefs 
and  impertinence,  not  only   read   every 
letter,  fentence  after  fentence,  but  made 
animadverfions   on    them  j    the  Colonel, 
like  moR-  perfons  poiTeirtd  of  an  imperti- 
nent curioiity,  met  with  a  fcvere  rebuke 
from  I/ieutenant  Charlton    of   the  20th 
regiment,  but   I   am  afraid  he  was  too 
ignorant  to  take  the  fenfe   of  it.     Af- 
ter he  had  read  his  letter,  and  feeing  the 
name  of  Charlton  figned  to  it,  the  Colo- 
nel exclaimed,  "  Charlton,  Charlton  !     I 
**  recol levied  a  captain  of  a  Ihip  of  that 
"  name,  who    had  a  relation  that  was 
"  a  name-fake  of  mine." — "  Veiy  proba- 
"  bly,  Sir,"  replied  Charlton,  "  and  there 
"  may  be  one  of  that  name  in   my  fa- 
"  mily  i   but  I'll  venture  to  fay,  if  there 
"  is,  he  pofleiles  more  liberal  ideas  and 
''  principles  than  the  American  »Si6tTwWj." 
/^  G  g  4  Some 


i\- 


If 


liUi 


I 


**, 


456 


INTERIOR    TRAVELS 


Some  (hort  time  fined  became  acquaints 
ed  with  a  Colonel  Walker,  who  has  lately 
been  ele6led  a  Delegate  to  reprefent  this 
State  in  Congrefs.  The  ufual  hofpitality 
of  the  country  prefides  at  his  houfe ;  but 
what  renders  it  unpleafant,  the  family  will 
chiefly  converfe  on  politics,  but  always 
with  moderation.  I  was  much  plcafed 
with  a  very  noble  and  animated  fpeech  of 
the  Colonel's  father,  a  man  poflTeffing  all 
bis  faculties  with  ftrong  underftanding, 
though  confiderably  above  eighty  years  of 
age.  One  day,  in  chat,  while  each  was 
delivering  his  fentiments  of  what  would 
be  the  flate  of  America  a  century  hence, 
the  old  man,  with  great  fire  and  fpirit, 
declared  his  opinion,  that  "  the  Ameri- 
**  cans  would  then  reverence  the  refolution 
"  of  their  forefathers,  and  would  eagerly 
**  imprefs  an  adequate  idea  of  the  facred 
♦*  value  of  freedom  in  the  minds  of  their 
^*  children,  tliat  it  may  defcend  to  the 
t[  lateft  poflcjritjr  j  that  if  in  any  future 
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"  ages  they  fliould  be  again  called  forth 
**  to  revenge  public  injuries,  to  fecure  that 
^*  freedom,  they  fhould  adoj)t  the  fame 
**  meafurcs  that  fecured  it  to  them  by  their 
•*  brave  anceftors/' 

To  you,  fo  convcrfant  with  the  world, 
I  need  not  fay,  that  there  are  a  clafs 
of  people  continually  at  variance  with 
themfelves  and  all  the  world,  and  whom 
nothing  can  plcafe.  When  one  of  fuch 
a  defcription  gets  into  the  army,  you  can- 
not conceive  how  very  unpleafant  it  is  to 
have  any  concerns  with  him,  efpecially  if 
he  is  regardlefs  of  life.  Senfible  that 
an  officer  muft  accept  a  challenge,  he  does 
not  hefitate  to  deal  them  in  abundance, 
^nd  fhortly  acquires  the  name  of  a 
fighting  manj  but  as  every  one  is  not 
willing  to  throw  away  his  life,  when  call- 
ed upon  by  one  who  is  indifferent  of  his 
own,  many  become  condefcending,  which 
this  man  immediately  conftrues  into  fear, 
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and  prefuming  upon  this,  a6ls  as  if  he 
imagined  no  one  dare  contradict  him, 
but  all  muft  yield  obedience  to  his  will. 

One  of  this  unhappy  difpofition  has 
lately  broke  forth  from  the  reclufe  manner 
in  which  he  lived,  having  only  one  aflb- 
ciate,  of  a  fimilar  difpofition,  and  wiihed 
to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  officers  at 
large.  There  was  no  keeping  him  at  a 
diftance  by  formal  civilities,  as  he  would 
intrude  at  all  times  and  feafons.  Being  a 
little  known  to  an  officer  who  refides  with 
us,  he  came  one  day  to  dinner ;  and  with 
the  idea  that  he  would  lay  under  no  obli- 
gation for  it,  invited  the  whole  mefs  to 
dine  with  him.  On  the  day  appoint- 
ed, there  came  on  a  moft  violent  fnow 
ftorm,  and  in  the  morning  we  difpatched 
a.  fervant  with  an  apology.  He  fent  word 
back,  "  that,  by  God,  he  had  provided 
*'  dinner,  and  he  expeded  us  -,'*  and  we 
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had  no  alternative,  but  either  to  encoun- 
ter a  ride  of  near  four  miles  in  a  heavy 
fnow  ftorm,  or,  in  all  probability,  a  mad- 
man the  next  morning.  The  day  was, 
without  exception,  the  moft  unpleafant  I 
ever  paffed  in  my  life ;  for  after  we  ar- 
rived at  his  quarters,  on  his  having  occa- 
lion  to  quit  the  room,  his  companion 
fhewcd  us  a  brace  of  piftols  that  lay  im- 
der  his  pillow,  which  he  conftantly  flept 
with,  and  which  he  had  fre{h  loaded  and 
primed  that  morning,  that  if  any  difpute 
arofe,  it  might  inftantly  be  decided  with- 
out leaving  the  room. 


r  f  \ 
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Such  conduft  cannot  be  confidered  in 
any  other  light  than  infanity,  for  a  pre- 
tended indifference  for  life  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  true  courage  j  if  thefe  vaunters 
meet  with  one  equally  as  indifferent,  and 
receive  a  check,  they  cannot  brook  it. 
Such  was  the  fate  of  this  unhappy  man, 
and  fo  overwhelmed  was  he  with  Ihame, 

that 
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that  he  put  a  period  to  his  exiftence,  in 
the  following  fingular  manner. 

One  Winter*s  evening,  when  fitting  round 
the  fire  in  the  coffee-room,  having  fome 
occafion  or  other  to  leave  it,  he  laid  his 
cane  in  one  chair  and  his  gloves  in  another, 
and  on  quitting  the  room,  faid,  "  let  me 
fee  who  dare  meddle  with  them  before  I 
return."  In  the  interim  an  officer  came  in, 
who  being  very  cold,  took  one  of  the 
chairs  and  drew  near  the  fire ;  the  com- 
pany told  him  that  they  were  Mr.  > ^*s 

chairs,  and  what  he  had  faid,  when  he  re- 
plied "  Damn  him,  one  chair  is  enough 
for  his  cane  and  gloves,  and  him  too,  I 

think." Shortly  after  his  return,  he 

enquired  with  eagernefs,  who  had  pre- 
fumed  to  meddle  with  his  cane  and 
gloves,  when  the  officer  told  him  he  had, 
and  that  he  thought  in  fuch  fewerc  weather 
every  man  ought  to  be  content  with  one 
chair,   upon  which  he  began  to  break  out 
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in  a  mofl:  violent  pafTion, "  that  his  dignity 
'*  and  himfelf  were  infultcd  in  the  groffefl 
"  manner :"   when  the  officer  ftopt  him 

iliort,  by  faying,  "  Mr. ,  I  have  often 

**  heard  of  you  as  a  fighting  man,  but 
"  never  was  in  your  company  before,  now 
"  Sir,  I  have  only  to  tell  you  as  to  fight- 
"  ing,  I  care  as  little  about  it  as  you  dp, 
"  and,  by  God,  Sir,,  if  you  fay  another 
"  word  on  the  fubjedi:,  I'll  throw  you  be- 
"  hind  the  fire,"  From  the  moft  violent 
pafTion  he  became  inflantly  calm,  fat  down 
in  his  chair  and  never  fpoke  another  word, 
but  in  about  ten  minutes  left  the  room. 
That  he  fhpuld  meet  with  fuch  a  rebuff, 
accompanied  with  a  threat,  operated  fo 
powerfully  on  his  mind,  that  the  next 
mprning  he  fhot  himfelf;  and  his  man- 
ner of  performing  that  deed  was  fingular, 
as  he  was  found  in  a  Ihallow  flream, 
where  the  water  did  not  cover  the  body, 
with  a  piftol  in  one  hand  and  another  on 
the  bank  loaded,  .  ,. 
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Numbers  of  officers  have  lately  been 
been  exchanged  5  from  whence  the  parti- 
ality proceeds  I  cannot  furmife,  but  am 
inclined  to  think  it  muft  arife  from  the  in- 
tereft  of  their  friends,  at  head  quarters  at 
New  York.  Notwithftanding  1  ^m  delH- 
tdte  of  any  one  to  make  an  application 
for  my  exchange,  I  am  not  without  hopes 
it  will  fhortly  happen ;  for  not  long  fmce 
an  American  officer,  Capt.  Van  Swdariiig- 
ham,  of  whom  I  made  mention  as  being 
taken  prifon^r  during  the  campaign,  vi- 
fited  the  Barracks.  1  immediately  fought 
him  out,  in  hopes  that,  in  return  for  the 
civility  fhewn  him,  his  gratitude  would 
prompt  him  to  render  me  a  fervice.  Ac-  * 
cordihgly,  on  waiting  on  hiitr,  h6  expref- 
fed  great  pleafure  at  feeing  me,  but  itifi-' 
nite  regret  at  my  being  ftill  a  fjrifoner,  ' 
as  he  fully  concluded  that  both  Lieut. 
Dunbar,  as  well  as  myfelf,  had  long  fince 
been  exchanged ;  and  I  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  find  that,  ignorant  of  our  names, 

he 
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he  had  defcribed  our  perfons  to  an  officer 
of  our  army  who  was  going  to  New  York, 
and  wifliing  to  fcize  the  favourable  op- 
portunity of  ferving  his  friends,  faid  they 
anfwered  the  defcription,  and  giving  the 
Captain  their  names,  they  were  exchanged 
in  lieu  of  us.  However,  as  he  was  going 
direftly  to  head  quarters,  it  fhould  be  his 
firft  bufmefs  with  Gen.  Wafliington  to  ef- 
fe6l  our  exchange.  On  taking  my  leave  of 
him,  your  favorite  adage  of  Nil  defperan-- 
dum  inftantly  occurred  to  my  mind ;  and  I 
am  not'^dthout  hopes,  in  a  ihort  time, 
of  diice  mbte  vifiting  my  native  fhore. 
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:;'' 


\s 


LET- 


4^4      iNtEKlOR     T  RAVE  LI 


} 


LETTER       LXXI. 


ft^tMcktJtt,  in  yirginia,  Ntv,  20»  ijlOt 


MV  DEAR  FRIEND, 

A  T  receiving  a  letter,  dated  from 
^  ^  this  place,  you  will  perhaps  con- 
ceive it  is  to  acquaint  you,  that  fhortly 
after  you'll  fee  the  pcrfon  who  wrote  it. 
I  am  not,  however,  as  yet,  fo  fortunate  $ 
and  not  without  jull  caufe  of  appre- 
henfion,  that  the  buftle  and  hurry  of  the 
campaign  has  obliterated  from  the  me« 
5aory  of  Capt.  Van  Swearingham,  that 
fuch  perfons  as  Dunbar  and  myfelf  exift. 
And  when  I  inform  you  this  town  is  not 
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in  the  extent  of  our  parole,  your  curio- 
fity  no  doubt  will  be  excited,  as  to  the 
caufe  of  my  being  at  it ;  and  your  fur- 
prize  will  be  no  lefs,  on  being  informed 
that  the  whole  army  are  on  their  march, 
Congrefs  being  apprehenfive,  from  Lord 
Cornwallis's  over-running  the  Carolinas, 
that  it  is  his  Lordfhip's  intention,  by 
forced  marches,  to  retake  our  army.    , 

About  fix  weeks  ago  we  began  our  march 
from  Charlottefvillc  Barracks,  the  army 
moving  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  left 
New  England  -,  but  as  to  the  place  of  our 
deftination,  that  is  yet  unknown  :  we  un- 
derftand  it  is  to  fome  of  the  northern 
provinces.  At  prefcnt  we  remain  here, 
till  a  matter  in  difpute  is  adjufted  by  Con- 
grefs between  this  province  and  Maryland, 
as  the  latter  abfolutely  refufed  the  ai )  v/'s 
entering  that  ftate,  apprehenfive  we  wore 
to  remain  there;  in  conlequence  of  which 
fuch  a  body  of  men  would  greatly  diftrefs 
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the  inhabitants  in  fo  Tmall  a  province; 
and  they  aftually,  in  arms,  oppoffed  our 
croffing  the  Potowmack. 


You  may  naturally  conclude  the  mur- 
murs of  the  officers  were  great,  having 
been  given  to  underftand  that  they  were 
to  remain  at  the  Barracks  till  exchanged ; 
and  many  had  laid  out  confiderable  fums 
to  render  their  log  huts  comfortable  a- 
gainft  the  approaching  winter,  as  they 
had  fuffered  feverely  from  the  cold  during 
the  laft,  being  unable  to  keep  a  fufficient 
fire  without  imminent  danger,  as  the 
chinineys  were  built,  as  is  the  cuftom  of 
the  country,  with  wood  -,  and  therefore, 
to  remove  all  fears  of  any  accident,  moft 
of  the  officers  had  ftone  ones  ere6ted. 
You  will  fcarcely  credit  it,  when  I  tell 
you  my  miferable  log  hut>  that  was  not 
more  than  fixteen  feet  fquare,  coft  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  guineas  in  ere6l- 
ing.    Some  officers,  who  had  leconciled 

their 
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their  minds,  with  an  idea  that  they  (hould 
not  be  exchanged  till  the  termination  of 
the  war,  had  laid  out  great  fums  in  mak- 
ing themfelves  comfortable  habitations  j 
for  the  Barracks  became  a  little  town,  and 
there  being  more  fociety,  moft  of  the  of- 
ficers had  reforted  there.  The  great  ob- 
jeftion  to  reiiding  at  them,  on  our  firft 
arrival,  was  on  account  of  the  confined 
fituation,  being  not  only  furrounded,  but 
even  in  the  woods  themfelves.  I  am  apt 
to  think  that  Col.  Harvey,  the  proprietor 
of  the  eftate,  will  reap  great  advantage,  if 
the  province  (hould  not  5  as  the  army  en- 
tirely cleared  a  fpace  of  fix  miles  in  cir- 
cumference round  the  Barracks. 

After  we  quitted  the  Barracks,  the  in- 
habitants were  near  a  week  in  deftroying 
the  cats  that  were  left  behind,  which,  im- 
pelled by  hunger,  had  gone  into  the  woods, 
and  being  fo  numerous,  they  were  appre- 
henfive,  by  their  encreafe,  they  would  in 
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a  fhort  time  be  unable  to  extirpate  5  tx- 
clufivc  of  which,  there  was  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  they  would  become  extremely  wild 
and  ferocious,  and  would  be  a  great  an- 
noyance to  their  poultry.  1 

* 

Wc  crofTed  the  Pignet  Ridge,  or  more 
properly  the  Blue  Mountains,  at  Wood's 
Gap,  and  though  they  are  confiderably 
loftier  than  thofe  we  crolTed  in  Connefti- 
cut,  termed  the  Green  Mountains,  wc  did 
not  meet  with  fo  many  difficulties  -,  in 
fhort,  you  fcarcely  perceive,  till  you  are 
upon  the  fummit,  that  you  are  gaining 
an  eminence,  much  Icfs  one.  that  is  of 
fuch  a  prodigious  height,  owing  to  the 
judicious  manner  that  the  inhabitants  have 
made  the  road,  which,  by  its  winding, 

renders  the  afcent  extremely  eafy. 

'-•  •      ■     . 

After  travelling  near  a  mile  through  a 
thick  wood,  before  you  gain  the  fummit 
of  thefe  mountains,  when  you  reach  the 
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top  you  are  fuddcnly  furprized  with  an 
unbounded  profped,  that  ftrikes  you  with 
awe  and  amazement.  At  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  runs  a  beautiful  river  5  be- 
yond it  a  very  extenfive  plain,  interfperfed 
wkh  a  variety  of  objedts,  to  render  the 
fcene  fUU  more  delightful  j  and  about  fifty 
miles  diftant  are  the  lofty  Allegany  moun- 
tains, whofe  tops  are  buried  in  the  clouds. 


ill 
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Winchefter  is  an  irregular  built  town, 
containing  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred houfes.  It  was  laft  war,  as  it  is  at 
prefent,  the  rendezvous  of  the  Virginian 
troops,  in  excurfions  againft  the  Indians. 
By  an  inhabitant  who  refided  in  this  town 
during  the  laft  war,  I  was  informed,  that 
before  we  reached  Fort  du  Quefne,  tlie 
country  round  about  it  was  greatly  ra- 
vaged by  the  Indians,  who  committed  hor- 
rid barbarities,  and  the  town  itfelf  was 
m  great  danger,  and  would  certainly  have 
b^en  levelled  with  th^  grpimd,  and  its  in- 
...    :ri  H  h  3  habitants 
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habitants  mafTacred,  had  not  Col.  Wa(h« 
ington  (the  prcfent  famous  General) 
created  a  fort  upon  an  eminence  at  the 
north  end  of  the  town,  that  fully  protect- 
ed it ;  notwithftanding  the  Indians  were 
fo  bold  as  to  venture  in  fight  of  the  town, 
but  never  within  reach  of  the  fort. 


The  remains  of  this  fort  are  ftill  to  be 
traced.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  regular 
fquare  fortification,  with  baflions  at  each 
angle,  and  the  length  of  the  curtain  be- 
tween eighty  and  ninety  feet.  The  bar- 
racks are  flill  remaining,  which  will  con- 
tain, with  eafe  and  comfort,  near  five 
hundred  men,  but  upon  an  emergency 
would  contain  twice  as  many,  as  is  the 
cafe  at  prefent,  there  being  near  that  num- 
ber of  our  foldiers  now  quartered  in  them. 
Thefe  barracks  are  conflru6led  of  logs,  in 
the  nature  of  tliofe  at  Charlottefville,  but 
upon  a  far  more  extenfive  fcale.  Since 
die  commencement  of  the  war,  the  Ame- 
ricans 
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ricans  have  picketted  them  in,  and  con- 
verted them  into  a  place  of  fecurity  for 
prifoners  of  war.  There  appears  to  have 
been  fomc  attempts  to  make  a  dry  ditch 
round  the  fort ;  but  from  the  rock  being 
impenetrable,  it  could  not  be  accom- 
plifticd. 


The  water  at  Winchefter  is  very  unplea- 
fant  to  the  tafle,  which  I  am  induced  to 
believe  arifes  from  the  limy  nature  of  the 
foil.  It  afFc6ls  ftrangers  with  exceflivc 
gripings,  which  we  feverely  felt;  and  it 
was  laughable  enough  to  obferve  our 
morning  falutations,  accofling  each  other 
with  faces  diftorted  with  pain,  and  execrat- 
ing the  water  and  the  country  in  general. 
The  inhabitants  fay  that  it  is  a  fpecific 
againft  many  difeafes. 

It  was  no  little  mortification  to  be  in- 
formed, that  within  a  day's  ride  of  each 
from  Winchefter,  were  a  number  of  na- 
4  ^.  '      PI14  tural 
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tural  euriofities,  and  that  we  were  debar-P 
red  from  vifiting  them.  Therefore  I  muft 
dcfcribe  them  after  the  manner  they  were 
related  to  me  by  one  of  the  inhabitants. 


About  thirty  miles  from  Augufta  Court 
Houfe,  there  is  a  rock,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants fay  was  that  which  Mofes  ftruck 
with  his  rod,  for  out  of  the  fide  of  it 
burfts  a  torrent  of  water  j  and  what  adds 
to  its  beauty,  the  water,  after  running; 
fome  diftance  through  a  meadow,  rufhes 
down  a  perpendicular  precipice  near  two 
hundred  feet  deep. 

» 

'  Twenty  miles  from  this  place  there  is  a 
moft  curious  cave,  running  near  a  mile 
under  a  rock,  in  which  are  phaenomena 
that  I  muft  leave  philofophers  to  account 
for.  Thefe  are  two  fprings,  the  one  be- 
ing equal  in  heat  to  the  warmeft  bath,  and 
the  other  equal  to  the  coldeft ;  they  are 
about  a  foot  afunder,  and  feparated  by  the 
^-•■^■,  V       «  natural 
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natural  rock.  As  both  fprings  pofTefs 
many  medicinal  virtues,  fo  each  of  them 
is  made  into  convenient  baths. 


Near  thefe  fprings  is  a  river,  which  in 
feme  meafure  refembles  the  river  Mole; 
the  only  difFeirence  being,  that  the  Mole, 
although  it  lofes  itfelf  under  ground,  at 
fome  miles  diftant  makes  its  appearance 
again;  whereas  this  river  fmks  under  a 
mountain  and  never  more  rifes,  and  there* 
fore  is  very  juilly  called  Loft  River.     * 


wm 


Two  natural  curiofities,  within  a  mbrn- 
mg*s  ride  of  Winchefter,  we  did  obtain 
permiffion  to  vifit.  The  one  was  a  cave 
or  well,  formed  by  nature ;  at  certain  pe- 
riods a  perfon  may  defcend  near  two  hun- 
dred yards,  and  at  others  it  overflows  in 
great  abundance ;  by  the  inhabitants  it  is 
called  the  tide  well,  in  allufion  to  its  ebb- 
Jng  and  flowing.  What  confiderably  adds 
ta  this  wonderful  production  of  nature  is, 

"'  that 


! 


474 


INTERIOR    TRAVELS 


that  for  many  miles  around  there  is  nei- 
ther mountains,  nor  any  running  water, 
and  it  is  fituated  in  a  level  country.  The 
other,  although  confidered  a  curioiity  in 
this  country,  cannot  be  deemed  fo  by  thofe 
who  have  vifited  the  Peak  in  Derbyfhire  j 
it  being  fix  or  feven  caves  in  a  rock,  that 
cpmmunicate  with  each  other. 


:  The  Americans,  for  a  length  of  time,, 
flattered  themfelves  that  France  would  fend 
fucipurs  and  aflift  them,  which  report  we 
confidered  merely  raifed  to  revive  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  people,  and  to  roufe  them  from 
their  lethargy;  for  at  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  year,  their  affairs  were  in 
fuch  a  ftate,  that  the  majority  were  to- 
tally indifferent  on  which  fide  the  conteft 
would  terminate,  fenfible  that  their  fitua- 
tion  could  not  be  more  diflrefling.  But  to 
thofe  ilrongly  attached  to  the  caufe  of 
America,  judge  how  their  hopes  mufl  have 
been  revived,  when  intelligence  came  that 

France 
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France  had  adually  fent  them  fuccours, 
with  aflurances  of  affifting  them  in  the 
moft  efFe6hial  manner.  From  this  period 
the  Americans  vauntingly  hoaft,  that  it  is 
impoflible  for  Great  Britaiii  to  overcome 
them,  and  that  in  a  fhort  time  they 
fhall  witnefs  the  Britifh  armies  being 
driven  from  the  continent  of  America. 
Equally  as  this  intelligence  raifed  their  fpi- 
rits,  fo  did  it  deprcfs  ours ;  naturally  con- 
cluding, that  although  France  might  take 
advantage  of  our  unhappy  conteft  with  the 
Colonies,  by  feizing  on  our  territories  ei- 
ther in  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies,  (he  would 
not  have  be^n  the  abettor  of  Rebellion, 
efpecialiy  when  it  is  confidered  fhc  had  ter- 
ritories of  her  own  nearly  in  the  fame 
predicament.  But  France!  France!  forry 
am  I  to  fay  it,  to  gain  a  fuperiority 
in  political  intrigues,  you  are  indiffer- 
ent by  what  arts  or  means  it  is  ac- 
compliflied. 
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In  a  former  letter  I  defcribed  what  an 
amazing  flrong  mode  of  defence  block- 
houfcs  were ;  and  a  tranfaftion  hai 
lately  occurred,  that  not  only  refle6ls  the 
higheft  encomiums  of  honor  and  bravery 
cnthofe  that  defended  it,  but  is  a  very 
convincing  proof  of  the  veracity  of  my 
affertion. 


This  block-houfe  was  erc6led  by  a  party 
of  feventy  American  Loyalifts,  that  took 
poft  on  the  fhore  of  Hudfon's  River,  op^ 
pofite  New  York,  to  fecure  them  from  a 
furprize,  or  fudden  incurfion  of  Wafliing- 
ton's  army,  and  not  without  juft  caufe  of 
apprehenfion ;  for  a  moil  furious  attack 
was  made  upon  them  by  near  two  thou- 
fand  of  the  Americans,  with  feven  pieces 
of  cannon,  commanded  by  Gen.  Wayne, 
and  notwithftanding  a  cannonade  of  three 
hours,  almoft  every  fliot  of  which  perfo- 
rated the  timbers,  and  feveral  attempts  to 
carry  the  place  by  allault,  the  enemy  were 

repulfed 
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repulfed  with  great  lofs,  leaving  behind 
many  killed  and  wounded  s  and  on  their 
retreat  the  brave  feventy  purfued  them, 
took  feveral  prifoners,  and  regained  fome 
cattle  that  they  had  plundered  from  the 
neighbouring  plantations. 


M    t^iki}  <:;*(•/ 


:,.     .|| 


By  an  officer  juft  left  Waflaington's 
camp,  we  have  received  the  melancholy 
account  of  the  death  of  Majof  Andre,  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Britifli  army, 
who  was  taken  as  a  fpy,  in  negociating  a 
bufinefs  with  Gen.  Arnold,  which,  if  it 
had  fucceeded,  would  have  nearly  been 
the  overthrow  of  the  Americans.  This 
officer  was  prefent  at  his  execution,  who 
faid,  that  he  met  his  fate  with  that  cou- 
rage and  manlinefs  of  behaviour,  that 
deeply  affisdled  every  one  prefent,  and  that 
liis  fevere  defliny  wasuniverfally  lament- 
ed: fo  much  was  he  efteemed,  that  Gen. 
Wafliington  fhed  tears  when  the  rigorous 
ftntence  was  put  in  execution.    When  he 

found 
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found  tUrtt  his  fate  wrts  Incvitnhly  fixrd 
and  determined,  nnd  that  s\\\  intcircflionN 
und  every  cttertion  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
to  Ttive  his  hfc,  were  in  vain,  he  brcrtme 
pcrfetflly  it^figned  >  To  extretncly  eompofeti 
wrts  his  mind,  that  the  night  pervious  to 
his  execution,  he  drew  the  fvt nation  of  the 
Vulture  (loop,  ns  (lie  lay  in  the  North  Ri- 
ver, with  a  view  of  Wefl  rt)ini,  which  ht 
lent  hy  his  fervant  to  a  general  officer  rtt 
New  York.  The  only  thing  that  any  way 
difcompofed  him,  or  ruffed  his  mind,  and 
«t  wl\ich  his  feelings  appeai-ed  hurt,  was 
the  ixfufal  of  Gen.  Wafhington  to  let  him 
die  a  military  death.  In  regard  to  this 
tiixumftancc,  the  officer  informed  us,  that 
Gen.  Wartiingtou  would  have  granted  his 
requcft ;  but,  on  coufulting  the  boaixl  of 
general  officers  who  ftgned  his  cornlcmna- 
tion,  tliey  deemed  it  necefTary  to  put  that 
fenttnce  in  force,  that  was  laid  down  by 
the  maxims  of  war  \  at  the  fame  time 
evincing   th«    fmccrcrt   grief,    that  they 

were 
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were  forced  to  comply  with,  and  could 
not  deviate  from,  the  cftablilficd  cuftoma 
in  fuch  cafes. 

Hy  the  account  this  officer  gave  us  of 
his  being  taken,  it  appears  that  Major 
Andrd  was  too  confidait  of  being  out  of 
danger  j  for  when  the  three  men  that  took 
him  piifoner  accolVcd  him,  they  enquired 
whether  he  was  of  the  Upper  or  Lower 
Tarty,  [Here  it  is  neccllhry  to  explain 
thcfc  to  you — the  Upper  Party  confifted 
of  the  partisans  of  the  Americans,  and  the 
Lower  Party  of  the  American  Loyal  Re- 
fugees, they  refidc  in  New  York.]  he  re- 
plied of  the  Lower  Party,  naturally  con- 
ceiving, from  the  fmall  diftancc  he  was 
from  New  York,  they  could  be  no  other ; 
upon  which  they  undeceived  him,  and 
fitid  he  muft  go  with  them,  for  he  was 
their  prifoncr.  When  too  late  he  per- 
ceived his  miftake,  and  endeavoured  to 
convince  them  to  the  contrary,  by  pro- 
'  ducmg 
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ducing  a  palTport  which  he  had  obtained 
from  Gen.  Arnold,  in  the  name  of  John 
Anderibn. 


This  feemed  to  have  its  intended  efFe6l, 
as  they  releafed  him,  and  fufFered  him  to 
proceed  without  farther  trouble  5  but  he 
not  gone  many  yards,  when  one  of  the 
young  men  recollecting  that  he  appeared 
greatly  confufed,  and  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  in  the  ftranger's  face  that  flruck 
him  forcibly  with  an  imprefllon  of  fomc 
peculiarity,  infifted  upon  his  companions 
returning  to  examine  him  more  flri6lly. 


This  recolleftion  was  decifive  and  fatal 
to  Andie,  who  was  little  accuftomed  to,  or 
prepared  for  fuch  encounters,  as  the  officer 
told  us  he  confefTed  himfelf,  in  his  letter 
to  Gen.  Wafhington,  where  he  fays,  "  He 
**  was  too  little  verfed  in  deception,  to 
"  pra6life  it  with  any  degree  or  hope  of 
**  fuccefs  5"  for  upon  thefe  young  men  re- 
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returning  back,  he  offered  them  a  confi- 
derable  purfe  of  gold,  a  very  valuable 
watch,  and  innumerable  other  tempta- 
tions, with  the  fafcinating  offers  of  per- 
manent provifions  for  life,  if  they  would 
either  let  him  pafs,  or  accompany  him  to 
New  York.  In  vain  was  every  lure,  and 
every  argument;  they  continued  inflexible, 
fleady  to  their  purpofe,  and  condu6led 
him  prifoncr  to  Wafhington's  head  quar- 
ters. 

Had  Major  Andre,  when  firfl  accofted, 
replied  "  of  the  Upper  Party,"  he  would 
have  met  with  no  hindrance.  Had  they 
been,  as  he  fuppofed,  of  the  Lower  Party, 
he  would  liave  been  taken  prifoner  upQ|% 
making  that  declaration,  and  his  perfon 
would  have  been  eafily  recognized  upon 
his  arrival  in  New  York ;  but  the  hally 
declaration,  that  he  was  of  the  Lower 
Party,  led  to  his  unhappy  deftiny. 
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A3  it  is  much  eaficr  ito  point  oUt  errors 
than  correal  them,  I  (hall  quit  this  me- 
lat^choly.  topic  with  obierving,  that  it  is 
^ery  eviilent  from  the  time  Major  Andre 
Undertook  his  arduous  commiiTion,  till  he 
met  h'ls  fevei'e  fate>  that  he  difplayed  a 
refolution  and  flrength  of  mind  requifitc 
for  great  adtions,  which  no  doubt  would, 
at  fome  future  day,  have  rendered  him 
an  ornament  to  his  prbfefTion,  and,  by 
Ibme  brilliant  atchievement>  adored  by  liis 
King  and  Country. 


What  are  termed  thefe  Upper  and  Lower 
Parties  are  moftly  known  to  each  other, 
and  pofiefs  great  invetei*acy  on  both  fides ; 
and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing,  when  two 
parties  meet,  to  obfei've  the  nearell  ties 
of  kindred  oppofed  to  each  other.  Both 
parties  range  at  large  between  the  Britifli 
and  American  lines,  and  it  has  more  than 
once  happened,  when  two  parties  have 
met  at  the  fame  place,  that  there  has  been 

a  ceflation 
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a  cefTation  of  hoflilities,  they  have  f:it 
down  to  a  good  fupper,  and  fpent  a  jovial 
evening.  At  paiting  they  agree  to  go  in 
different  diredlions,  and  alter  a  ceitatn 
fpecified  time  have  again  met  and  fought 
moft  defperately. 

The  Americans  have  circulated  a  report 
that  there  has  been  a  great  riot  in  Lon- 
don, that  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  had  been  grofsly  infulted,  that 
a  number  of  houfes  had  been  burnt  and 
all  the  prifons  fet  open,  with  other  reports 
equally  as  ridiculous.  We  give  the  Ame- 
ricans great  credit  for  raifmg  them,  as 
their  motives  are  anfwered  by  it,  that  of 
keeping  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and 
to  imprcfs  their  minds  with  an  idea  that 
Great  Britain  muft  relinquilh  the  conteft. 
They  are  too  abfurd  to  be  credited  by 
an  Englifhman.  Pray  be  particular  in 
your  next,  if  fuch  a  thing  has  really  hap- 
pened, which  it  is  almoft  too  abfurd  to 

I  i  2  fuppofe. 


m 


i 


484 


INTER lOR    TRAVELS 


fuppofe.  Surely  we  have  enemies  enough 
to  contend  with  abroad,  without  any  broils 
at  home.  It  is  really  too  ridiculous  and 
abfurd  to  imagine  that  fuch  an  event  has 
taken  place,  or  to  give  it  a  moment's 
thought. 


Yours,  &c, 


LET. 
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LETTER        LXXII. 


Fri(Urici*t  Tmvti,  Marjiantf,  Jpril  12,  1 78 1, 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IN  a  few  days  after  my  lall  letter  we  left 
Winchefter,  to  proceed  on  our  march 
to  this  place,  it  being  fettled  by  Congrefs 
that  th^^army  is  to  remain  here  till  fome 
i^tuation  Chould  be  fixed  onj  but  the  in- 
habitants think  this  only  a  deception,  to 
grant  permiffion  for  entering  the  province, 
and  that, we  are  to  remain  in  this  town. 

.  Quitting  Winchefter,  we  recroffed  the 

Blue  Ridge  at  Williams's  Gap,  and  io  ouc 

.  •;  I  i  3  march 
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march  to  this  place  there  was  little  wor- 
thy notice,  except  the  Shennando  River, 
which  is  exceedingly  romantic  and  heauti-^ 
fill,  with  a  variety  of  falls  j  and  the  wa- 
ter .is  fb  tranfparent,  that. the  pebbles  may 
be  feen  at  the  depth  of  feven  or  eight  feet. 
There  are  plenty  of  trout  and  other  fifh ; 
but  it  is  not  navigable  even  for  canoes,  on 
account  of  the  innumerable  rocks  that  are 
under  water ;  and,  in  tranfporting  goods 
down  the  river,  the  inhabitants  make  ufc 
of  rafts.    When  we  crofled,  it  was  nearly 

frozen  over.  -  j'»  ;  " 

-.» 

Upon  our  Arrival  in  this  town,  I  wa^  hot 
jb  fortunate  in  obtaining  fuch  cbttifort* 
abk  quarters,  as  when  I  lafl  paft  through 
it  5  being  obliged  to  put  up  at  a'  raiferable 
dirty  tavern,  with  two  other  officers,  at 
which  We  remained  till  the  final  detetmi* 
nation  of  Congrefs,  as  it  was  fully  thought 
we  were  to  proceed  further  to  the  north-. 
,war4f'^  ■-"•  ■ 


THROUGH      AMERICA.!  487 

«•  We  remained  ortljr  nine  days  'at  this 
tavern,  and  upon  quitting  it  the  Uii^lord 
gave  us  the  following  curipiis  l&illl,  which  I 
fend  you  by  way  of  fpecimen^ofihe  Ame- 
rican mode  of  charging. 
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lyfiro.'     Lieut.  Anbefry,  ^-(Bviat  idi        D'. 

Dec.  19.  To  3  breakfaftasi'fli  dollars    "•;i^^  <>j^.  13  10  o 
-  (■ '    i -T05  dittofeirfe-vaiitsa  lodohai^ '^ '       18  15  o 

Tomug  fy^A  30;   %  Quarts  oftts  ii  i  f'-' 
}    IX     '       dollar  90-      --        -<"Oi4t        6c^o 
c  I     :   To  3  diners  la  I5  dollars  jf^  li  >if  :.6i  - 
,.  o     7,  ^'  t  qu&rt  beer  45  '  a~  ••u-u  :>•■.• '"    19  2  6 

o  ;.         To  3  fupers-a;  ifr  doHars  jf ,  13  I© *o<^  i" 
i."  0 1   j; '       ditto  fervants  j^. « 8'  1 5 ?  6     - 1 ^^i  e  ^  '  ^z     50 

Tcf  9  quarts  OSX^  ^  I  3 .  •   2?  (bpei^'lcp- T  • :. 
o   •(  I    I-      vants  75   '  OS  :i-^-i  ••         .^-.-Mcri        9  16  3 

20.  To  1  lodging' 30.:  (tabling  and-  hHj*;;  3  ' ' 
;    ..     I     horfes  a  izdollars-i3  10  o>>  ^.i -vj      15    o  o 
To  9  quarts  oa^  ^  i>  3.     3  br««kfaftl"'' 
-      13  10  o  »  u  -j^L   K.:      18  II  3 

,  To- 3  breakfafts  fat  fervants  il  5  0.  I' 
':      mug  fyder  30  -  :.'•  ■"•'^"'^i  t  ''i'12  15  o 

T04  diners^  a  1 5  d6Uar#  2  a  -ip  l^i  j^Ahp  ^   •  f - 
:  ■:     fervancs  15  -o  d.;*»^  ■*;"^^*;'i-'v-hoj  j;     57  10  o 

To  9  quarts  oats  51*3*.    at  mugs  (^der  '- 
;    •,  60.     2-do.  beerpo         -       '-' '   '"     12  11  j 

To  3  fuptrs  13  lOfO.  ditto;  for  fervants    •' 
.» i     1 1  5  o  -         -  -       ^  >    '      24  1 5  o 
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ff|-*  .-vTo9^<}daitioa^t«  513    ,    k         -  5  '  >  3 

zi.  Stabling  and  hfty  3  horfes  day  and  nig;ht     20  5  o 
To  lodging  30  a  15  ds.   3  ditto  a  is 

ifbrffY7,aj.,j,oo        .      >      -         IS    00 

To  9  quarts  oats  5  1  3*    9  qts.  ditto 

5  1  3.    ditto  513  -  15     3  9 

*  To  3  fupers  a  12  ds.  13  10  o.    ditto 

forfervants  ii:r)ciM         .         '       34150 
'    zp%  To  lodging  30.    ftaUing  and  bay  3 

horfes  day  and  night  ap  o  o       -    '  21  15  o 

To  3  quarts  oats  513*     3  breakfafts : 

r  13.  10  o  -  -    ov-«;  18  u  3 

To  3  breakfafts  for  fervants  1 1  5  o       .11     50 

.:    Toi8-quartsoatsi0  2  6.  diners  16  17  6  27    00 

To  a  mugs  fyder  60.    mug  beer  45  5     50 

o  ,         To  J  fupers  13  100        -  -         13  ID  o 

93.  To.  lodging  30.    ftabHng  and  hay  3 
^  i^r   -^       horfes.day  and  night  30  o  o      -        21  150 
T9  9  quarts  oats  5  I  3«    3  breakfalb 

-  ,  ,       13.  10  O  -  •  18    II   3 

To  18. quarts  oats  10  z  6.    3  diners 

116176  •  -  27    o  o 

To  I  mug  fyder  30.  mug  beer  45      •      3150 

To  3  fupers  13  10        -  -  13  10  o 

34.  To  lodging  30.    ftabling  and  hay  for 

c  3  horfes  day  and  night  20  00      -       211 50 

T03  l>reakfails  13  10.     15  quts  oats 
?  I     8  14.3  •  .  2!   II     3 

to  com  10  qots   7   10   o.    Diners 
,      i6  17  6      -       •;  -  ?4    7  6 
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31   10  o 

.i 


.^i4  »i»v. 


To  «  fxiugsbeer  90.     1  mag  fyder  30        600 
To  4  fupers  1800  -  -         1800 

35.  To  lodging  30.     ftabling  and  hay  3 

horfes  day  and  night  20  o  o       -        211^6 
To  3  breakfafts  13  10  6.  -    3  <Hners  ' 

x6  17  6  -  -  30    7  6 

To  32  quarts  oats  18  o  o.   3  fupers 

13  10  o  ^  '  - 

a6..  To  lodging  30.     ftabling  and  hay  3 

horfes  day  and  night  20  00        -      21  ic  o 

.  .   ^  ..J.J  ■  ,  w 

To  3  breakfafts  13  10  o.  2  diners 

1150               -  -  24  15    o 

To  3  mugs  beer  90.    mug  fyder  30 

yeflerday               -               .  600 

To  mug  fyder  30.  diner  5  12  6.  Bowl  ->  ^^ 

tody  60  ■            -  -  10    2  6 

To  2  quarts  oats  22  6                -.  126 


To  4  quarts  ditto  45 


730  10  o 
2    5 


..i^' 

.'.•m**- 

*»«--  « 
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True  balance    / .  733  15  o 
To  the  hicr  of  the  dineing  it>om,  hard 

Errors  excepted. 

Per    ROB.  WOOD. 

Jan.  die  3d,  1781.  Reed  of  Mr.  Thos.  Am- 
beri-y.  Seven  hundred  and  ihirty-two  Pound  fif- 
teen Shillings,  ;in  full  for  the  Papa-  Currency  Ac-^ 

count  above. 
*  *^  Per    ROB.  WOOD, 
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After  perufing  the  articles  of  the  bill, 
and  finding  them  juft,  as  was  cuftomary, 
I  aiked  the  landlord  what  he  would  allow 
in  exchange  for  hard  money.  He,  being 
a  ftaunch  American,  flew  in^o' a  violent 
pafTion,  faying,  "  He  was  fufprizcd  I 
"  fhould  make  him  fuch  an  offer;  that 
"  th^re  were  rafcals  enough  already  to 
"  ruin  their  country,  by  felling  ^nd  traf- 
"  ficking  in  paper;  and  that,  for  His  part, 
**  he  knew  no  difference  between  Con- 
*'  grefs  money  and  King  George's."  I 
begged  him  to  be  pacified;  that  in  half 
ail  hour  I  would  fettle  his  bill;  when, 
with  the  utmoft  infoljemce,  he  replied,  "  I 
"  fwear  now,  if;  it  an*t  fettled  by  twelve 
"o'clock,  I  fwc^r  111  fend  the  fheriff  af^ 
"  ter  you,  and  you'll  foon  fee  the  infide  of 
"  that  place,"  pointing  to  the  prifon  op^ 
•*  pofite  his  houfe." -. 


Myou'U  no  doubt  be  furprized,  that,  for 

the  fellow's  impertiilence,ldidii0t  give  him 

:    /      )  a   V  i  ahorle- 
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ti  horfc-whipping,  which,  had  it  been  vd 
England,  a  landlord  would  hardly  have 
cfcaped.  But,  my  dear  Friend,  we  are  be- 
cortie  pei'fedl  Stoics,  and  it  requites  an 
infinite  torture  to  ruffle  our  temper  in 
the  leaft.  We  have  -fo  long  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  111  language'  and  ihfolerice  from 
the  ihferior  fort,  that  we  really  pay  no 
more  attention  to  it,  than  GenJ  Phillips 
obferved  we  fhould  to  the  cackling  of  fo 
manygefefc.  '''f^'^^ 
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On  my  quitting  the  fellow  to  go  in 
fearch  of  paper  money,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  he  might  emf)loy  fbme  one  to  watch 
over  ine.  I  therefbire  went  to  the  barracks 
and  fent  a  feijeant,  who  foon  came  back, 
when  I  returned  and  paid  him '  his'  bill  of 
feven  hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds  fif- 
teen (hillings ;  and  obferving  the  item  bf 
one  pound  fifteen  ihillings  in  hard  money, 
I  tendered  him  the  fum  in  paper,  retort- 
ing upon  him  his  own  words,  that  he 

knew 
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knew  of  no  diiftin£^ion.  The  fellow  ap- 
peared much  (Confounded  and  afhamed; 
but  as  the  charge  was  an  agreement  with 
his  wife,  who  was  to  have  it  as  a  perqui- 
fite,  for  the  entire  ufe  of  the  room,  I  paid 
the  half-joe  exclufive  of  the  bill:  no  doubt 
the  fellow -would  not  have  made  the  leaft 
fcruple,  of  confcicnce  to  have  taken  the 
whole  amount  in  fpecie, 

Kit  io  ynil  '..       •  .      '  '  ... 

Your  curiofity  is  raifed  to  know  at  what 

rate  I  purchafed  the  paper  money  to  dif- 
charge  ,tlie  bill.  Know  then,  that  the 
^normpus  fum  of  feven  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two  pounds  fifteen  fhillings^  !•  dif*. 
charged  fpr  about  four  guineas  and  a 
half.  After  this  I  think  I  need  not  men- 
tion  any  thing  more  of  the  depreciation^ 
of  paper  money. 

It  being  determined  by  Congrefs  that 
the  army  is  to  make  fome  refidence  in 
this  town,  the  men  are  quartered  in  very 

comfortable 
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comfortable  barracks,  that  were  built  by 
the  Americans  fmce  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  are  better  fuppUcd  with  pro- 
vifions,  an4  allowed  many  privileges, 
fuch  as  working  for  the  inhabitants  per^ 
mitted  to  go  into  the  country  to  pur- 
chafe  vegetables,  Sec.  and  fmce  the  men 
have  been  prifoners  they  have  never  en- 
joyed fo  many  comforts.  Such  treat- 
ment is  more  likely  to  have  the  defired 
efFe6t  of  Congrefs  than  ill  ufage,  in  tempt- 
ing them  to  defert.  So  prevalent,  indeed, 
has  been  defertion  in  our  regiment,  that 
it  is  now  reduced  to  fixty  men,  includ- 
ing non-commifTioned  officers,  and  the 
other  regiments  are  in  proportion,  all  of 
which,  in  Canada,  muflered  four  hundred 
and  fifty. 

» 

The  officers  are  quartered  in  the  town 
and  plantations  around.  My  quarters 
are  at  a  Gol.  Beattie's,  of  the  militia,  who, 
though  ftrongly  attached  to  the  American 
ru:>i  caule, 
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caufe,  having  a  fon  in  the  Maryland  re- 
giment, in  General  Greene's  army,  is  not 
without  a  penchant  for  a  little  of  the 
true  touch/lone.  The  plea  he  makes  to  his 
countrymen  for  admitting  us.  into  his 
houfe  is,  that  as  he  has  a  large  family 
and  muft  provide  for  them  in  the  bcft 
manner  poffible.  , 


f) 


Siuce  our  arrival  in  this  province  a 
perfon  has  introduced  himfelf  to  th^  of- 
ficers as  a  clergyman,  and  as  one  ftrbngly 
attached  to  the  Britifli  government.  The 
inhabitants  fay  that  he  was  never  ordain- 
ed, and  that  he  has  created  much  confu- 
fion  in  various  families  by  difavowing 
their  marriage,  he  having  no  right  to 
perform  the  ceremony.  This  has  cut  out 
abundance  of  work  for  the  limbs  of  the 
law.  He  ftill  performs  Divine  fervice  at 
various  churches,  with  all  their  regu^ 
lar  duties.  Whether  his  political  prin- 
ciples are.  put  on  for  the  fake  of  our  com- 
pany 
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pany  and  a  little  conviviality,  I  cu.  .ot 
pretend  to  fay ;  but  this  much  I  can  af- 
firm as  to  his  religious  ones,  that  he  fol- 
lows St.  Paul  to  a  tittle,  being  "  all  things 
to  all  men:**  for  he  will  fwear  with  thofe 
that  fwear,  and  drink  with  thofe  that 
drink' 


'  Jill' 
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Celovel  BtKttii^s  Plantation,  near  FreJtrict 
Ttivn,  in  Mary  land t  July  ii,  1781, 


MY    DEAR    FRICND> 


XTOTHING  will  more  fully  illuftrate 


i^ 


the  tyranny  and  oppreflion  of  Con- 


grefs  and  its  upftarts  in  power,  than  re- 
citing two  of  the  moft  flagrant  a^ls  of 
injuftice,  at  the  houfe  of  one  Taylor,  a 
Quaker,  where  Capt.  Jamefon,  of  our  re- 
giment, is  quartered.  One  of  the  collec- 
tors, for  a  tax  of  forty-eight  fhillings, 
took  from  the  ftable  a  beautiful  horfc, 
wortli  near  thirty  guineas  -,  and  for  ano- 
ther of  about    five  or  fix  pounds,  they 

brought 
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brought  carts,  and  conveyed  away  a  large 
ftack  of  hay,  of  near  forty  }>ounds  value. 
This  pafTive  man  (who,  I  (hould  inform 
yoU)  was  a  true  friend  to  Government, 
and  in  confequence  greatly  perfecuted) 
made  no  o^her  complaint  than,  "  Well, 
*'  let  them  take--*let  them  take  all  my 
"  flock,  my  farm>  aiid  turn  me  out  of  my 
•*  houfe,  I  have  that  by  me  that  will  never 
"  let  me  want  in  my  old  age." 

Prom  his  attachment  to  his  Sovereign,* 
and  fpeaking  his  fentiments,  he  was  con* 
tinually  threatened  with  imprifonment ; 
but  that,  and  every  other  perfecutiortj  he 
would  bear  with  the  utmofl  chearfulnefs 
and  refignation, ,  concordant  totheprin** 
ciples  of  his  religion.  Nevertheleis,  at 
times,  the  poor  old  man  would  fetch  a 
heavy  figh,  as  if  his  heart  was  burlling 
with  grief,  and  excljujn,  "  Ah,  well-a-day  1 
"  little  did  I  think,  after  the  labor  of  my 
Vol.  II.  Kk  "youth. 
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"  youth,  and  training  up  al^gc  faniily  in 
"  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  this  wo\ilA  h^ve 
"  been  the  reward  pfiiayi]|lflag«iVi.>^here, 
"  friend,  (pointing  to  fQniQ;§ytenfive.  mea- 
V^dpws  Uiat  were  before  bjt'ho^fe)iwitin 
"  thefe  hands  4id  Ideair  th^t  ground,;  ^ncl? 
"  many  a  we^ry  night  havp  J  wpvloed;  by 
"  light  of  pinq  wood,  tp  l^^vcrmy  «hil- 
"  dren  an  ii^heritance,  whi^h  is  daily  threft- 
"  tened  to  be  takeft  frpm  fl^e."  Here;  his 
fortitude  would  be  overcome  -,  and,  after 
a  little  refpite^  his  final  ex<jl^U¥^tiQii.W&s, 
**  The  Lord's  y/ill  b^  dafte."  ;  ^ffl  hrt/^ 

Oh,  An^^ncans !  if  jhis  i^  the  bafis' 
on  which  you  are  to  cftebUihLyQuari.inw 
dependence,  furely  you  muA  thinit  thbre 
will  be  a  day  of  retributiont !  c  AndJ<bhoja^; 
it  may^ot  fall  on  yoitr  heads,  the  next 
generation  may  haye  caiife  to ,  cuffe  the* 
calamities  their  forefathers  hav^i  brought- 
on  them.  .  h^lml  ' 
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Wc  daily  expert  to  remove  from  this 
province,  on  account  of  the  movements 
of  Lord  Comwallis*s  army,  which  we  un- 
derhand is  forming  a  junction  with  the 
troops  landed  in  Virginia,  Under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen*  Phillips  and  Gen.  Arnold, 
and  this  ftate  are  not  Without  apprehen- 
sions of  a  defcent  being  made  by  the  King's 
forces.  Therefore  to  impede  this  progrefs. 
Gen.  Wa{hingt<^  has  detached  two  ftrong 
bodies,  one  of  continental  troc^s,  under 
like  commbid  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette, afed  the  other  coniifting  of  the  Pen- 
fylvania  lihe,  urtd^r  Gen.  Wayne.  They 
paflfed  tbfo*  Frederick  Town  laft  moi4th, 
ahd  dppieaired  to  be  moftly  Scotch  and  Irifli, 
with  ^  great  numbei'  of  blacks.  They 
v^ere  badly  eloathed,  ^ '  dnd  fo  extremely 
mutinuous  and  difcontented,  that  their 
officers  were  afraid  to  truft  them  with 
abimunition.  I  obfervcd  that  they  wore 
black  and  white  cockades  ;  the  ground  be- 
ing the  firft  color  and  the  relief  of  the 
f         . ;  K  k  2  other. 
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Other.  On  enquiring  the  caufe,  a  very' 
pompous  American  replied,  "  It  was  a 
"  compliment  to,  and  a  fymbol  of  afFec- 
"  tioh  for,  their  generous  and  iriagnani- 
"  mous  allies  thp  French.*' 

Our  quarters:  have  been  rendered  very 
difagreeable  to  us  by  an  unpleafant  cir- 
tumftance,  the  death  of  the  Coloners  fon, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Camden, 
in  the  Carolinas.  He,  .as_well  as  the  whole 
family,  have  taken  it  much  to  heart,  and 
the  houfe  has  been  ever  fmce  a  fqene 
of  lamentation.  What  render^  it  ftill  more 
difagreeable  Is,  whenever  we  me«t '  the  Co- 
lonel, hp  feems  extremely  anxious  to  be 
revenged  upqn  us.  Wc^.areifeelung  out  for 
other  quarters,  but  they  are  very  difficult 
to  be  obtained.       .< 


At  Eafter  holidays  the  young  people 

have  a  cuftom,  in  this  province,^  of  boil- 

ii^g  eggs  in  logwood,  which  dyes  the  fhell 

'  .  crimfon, 
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crimfon,  and  though  this  colour  will  not 
rub  off,  you  may,  with  a  pin,  fcratch  on 
them  any  figure  or  device  you  think  pro- 
ber. This  is  pra6tifed  by  the  young  men 
ai%d  maidens,  who  prefent  them  to  each 
other  as  love  tokens.  As  thefe  eggs  are 
boUed  a  conliderable  time  to  take  the  dye, 
the  ihsU  acquires  great  ftrength,  and  the 
little  children  divert  themfelves  by  ftriking 
the  eggs  againft  each  other,  and  that 
which  breaks  becomes  the  property  of 
him  whoCe  egg  remains  whole. 

To  imprefs  the  minds  of  his  children 
with  their  glorious  llruggle  for  indepen- 
dencis,  as  they  term  it,  the  Colonel  has  an 
^ggj  on  which  is  engraved  the  battle  of 
junker's  Hill.  This  he  takes  infinite  pains 
to  explain  to  his  children,  but  will  not 
fufter  them  to  touch  it,  being  the  per- 
formance of  his  fon  gone  to  camp;  but 
now  being  flain,  he  preferves  it  as  a  relic. 
The  Colonel  favoured  u$  with  a  fight  of 

Kk3  it, 
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it,  and,  confideiing  the  fmall  fpace,  the 
battle  is  very  accurately  delineated. 

As  we  imagined,  orders-are  arrived  for 
the  removal  of  the  army  to  York  Town 
sind  Lancafter,  at  which  places  the  officers 
are  to  be  feparated  from  the  foldiers,  and 
are  to  be  quartered  at  Baft  Windfor  in 
Connefticut.  Brigadiei:  Gen.  Jiamilton 
has  exprefTed  great  difpleafure  at  this  fe- 
paration,  which  is  •dircAly  againft  the 
terms  of  tjie  conyentipn  5  but  after  Con? 
grefs  have  broke  the  moft  elT^ntial  point, 
it  is  vadn  to  remohftrate  againft  iiich  pro- 
ceedings. We  are  no^  in  tbeir  power, 
and  they  a6t  with  us  as  beiiibitSt  their 
plan.  The  General  gave  out  in  orders, 
that  if  it  was  the  defire  of  the  troops,  he 
would  proteft  to  Corigrefs  againft  the  fe-? 
paration  j  at  the  fame  time  adding,  he  well 
knew  it  would  be  in  vaiif.  He  ftrongly 
recommended  the  foldiers  to  behave  in 
every  rcfpe6t  the  fame  a3  if  their  officers 

were 


THUOtJGl!    AMERICA* 


503 


ivere  prefeiit)  and,  though  feparated,  they 
ihoikld  remember  that  fubordirtwion  was 
due  to  the  non^cotnmiffioned  officers,  who 
ilill  had  authiority  over  them.  The  Ge- 
iji^ral  lamented  that  he  was  unable  to  fur- 
iiifh  fupplies  of  cloathing  and  other  ne- 
cefiaries;  therefore^  dire6ted  officers  who 
had  the  payment  of  companies,  to  fettle 
the  men's  accounts,  and  give  them  their 
balance  to  provide  themfelves,  which  mod: 
of  them  will  be  enabled  to  do,  as  the  ge- 
fierolity  have  twenty  or  thirty  pounds  to 
receive.  To  military  men  it  will  appear 
furprizing,  but  there  was  a  private  in  the 
company  I  paid  who  had  forty-five  pounds 
due  to  him. 

The  troops  have  greatly  diminifhed  fince 
they  came  to  Frederick  Town,  not  only 
by  defertion  but  death,  as  numbers  have 
fell  a  facrifice  to  fpirits,  which  are  eafily 
procured  and  at  a  cheap  rate,  as  there 
^re  abundance  of  ftills  around  the  coun- 

Kk4  try. 


w 


% 


\\ 


i'l 


•  ■  ,  £-5 


t'!i 


I  I" 


5^4 


INTRRIOK    TIIAVPI.8 


try,  mi  the  foldiers  were  in  a  continued 
flate  of  intoxication.  I  need  not  tell  you 
of  the  inordinate  padion  that  foldiers  in 
general  have  for  liquor,  and  what  a  diffi<- 
cult  matter  it  is  to  rcftrun  them  from  it  i 
bwt  wbpre  it  is  continually  before  them, 
next  to  an  impoflibility.  Within  this 
fortnight  we  h^ve  loft  two  in  a  moft  me- 
lancholy way,  who,  during  the  abfence  of 
the  man  that  attended  a  flill  on  the  Colo«> 
nel's  plantation,  drank  the  liquor  hot  out 
of  the  pipe,  and  the  next  morning  w?rc 
found  dead  in  their  bedsr 

In  a  few  days  we  fet  out  on  our  march« 
If  an  opportunity  occurs,  I  will  write  to 
you  from  Lancafler  j  but  you  may  depend, 
upon  my  arrival  in  Cpnnedicut,  ^o  Hear 
from 

Your's,  $cCr 
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I  have  unfealed  this  Letter,  juft  to  add 
H  melancholy  Poftfcript,  of  which  we  have 
this  moment  received  tidings,  the  lofs  of 
that  brave  officer  General  Phillips,  who 
died  iaft  month  of  a  fever  at  Richmond. 
His  fkill  and  knowledge  in  all  military 
concerns,  not  only  in  his  early  days  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  that  great  com- 
mander Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick, 
,on  various  occafions  in  the  laft  war  in 
Germany ;  but  juftified  fuch  commenda- 
tion  by  every  part  of  his  fubfequent  con- 
du6l :  particularly  in  the  unequalled  du- 
ties, toils,  dangers  and  hardfhips  of  our 
campaign,  A  circumftance  attended  his 
death,  fimilar  to  the  inhumanity  that  the 
Americans  difplayed  at  the  interment  of 
General  Frazer,  For  them,  whom  we  fup- 
pofe  were  exafperated,  fome  excufe  may  be 
pleaded  5  but  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette, whofe  nation  is  fo  confpicuous  for 
the  qviinteflence  oiks  petit s  attentions,  fhould 
be  guilty  of  fuch  condu£l,  is  afloniihing. 

For 
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For  notwithfhinding  a  flag  of  true  was 
fent  to  inform  him,  that  acrofs  the  river, 
at  fuch  a  hpufe,  General  Phillips  lay  dan- 
geroufly  ;ill,  ^tkd  at  the  point  of  death, 
and  to  oeaie  joannonaditlg.  This  fe« 
quell  was  denied,  an  inceiiafit:  fire  was 
kept  up,  feveral  balls  went  thrpugh  the 
Jioufe,  and  one  through  the  adjoiniiig  room 
to  where  General  Phillips  lay,  juft  as  he 
was  breathing  his  laft,  which  difturbing 
Jiim,  he  exclaimed,  "  My  God,  *tis  crviel^ 
^  they  will  not  let  me  die  \n  pea^e/' 
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Eeji  Wind/or,  in  CoHne^Uut,  Sept*  z,  1781* 


llfY   DFAR    FRIEND, 


DISTRESSING  and  humiliating  as  the 
fccne  was,  when  we  commanded  our 
men  to  pile  up  their  arms  and  abandon 
them  on  the  plain  of  Saratoga,  flill  much 
greater  was  the  reparation  of  the  offiters 
from  the  men  at  Lancafler.  On  the  morn- 
ing it  took  place  the  regiments  were  pa- 
raded near  the  barracks,  which  are  pick- 
eted in,  and  converted  into  a  prifon.  At 
&  fmall  diftance  was  drawn  up  a  regiment 
of  continental  troops,  the  Colonel  of  which 

behaved 
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behaved  extremely  polite,  faying,  he  fliould 
not  inarch  the  Britilh  troops  to  the  bar- 
racks, till  their  officers  informed  him  they 
were  ready.  When  the  Colonel  was  in- 
formed he  might  march  the  men,  ths  A- 
merican  troops,  forming  a  fquare  around 
the  Britifli  foldiers,  condu6led  them  to  the 
prifon. 


The  fight  was  too  deeply  affeding,  and 
we  haflened  from  the  fpot.  Could  you  have 
feen  the  faces  of  duty,  refpe6l,  Ipve  and  de- 
fpair,  you  would  caiTy  the  remembrance  to 
the  grave.  It  was  the  parting  of  child  and 
parent,  the  feparation  of  foul  and  body— . 
it  efffe6ted  that  which  the  united  fof cc  of 
inclement  feafons,  hunger  and  thirft,  in- 
ceffant  barbarity,  adverfe  fortune,  and  A-r 
merican  infults  heaped  together,  could  ne- 
ver have  effedled — it  drew  tears  from  the 
eyes  of  veterans,  who  would  rather  have; 
flied  their  blood.  As  far  as  founds  could 
convey,  we  heai#  a  reiteration  of  **  God 
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**  blefs  your  Honors."  It  was  fuch  a  fciene 
as  muft  leave  an  everlafting  impreflion  on 
the,  mind.  To  behold  fo'  many  men,  who 
had  bravely  fought  by  our  fide— -who  in 
all  their  fufferings  looked  up  to  us  for 
protedlion,  foked  from  us  into  a  prifon, 
where,  expieriencing  every  feverity,  per- 
haps famifhing  for  want  of  food,  and 
ready  to  pcrifh  with  cold,  they  had  no 
one  to  look  up  to  for  redrefs,  and  little  to 
expcft  from  the  humanity  of  Americans. 


^r/li 
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It  wrs  extremely  vexatious  to  be  again 
diikppbi^ed  in.  vifrtiiig  Philadelphia,  ef- 
P^cially  when  in  fight  of  it  j  but  all  en- 
treaities  to  the  JVmb^  ^^^  efcpfPted  us,  for 
induleenc^,  were  in  v^in.  iHoWever  we 
received  fome  little  compcinfa^ion  in  pall- 
ing through  Bethelem,  at  which  place  is 
a  fettlement  of  the  Moravians* 


The  tavern  at  Beth^em  i:s  upon  an 
exceeding  good  plan,  and  well  calculated 

for 
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for  ^  convenience  and  accommodation 
of  travelleji'8.  The  building,  which  is  very 
extenfive,  is  divided  throughout  by  a  paf- 
£ige  of  ne^  thirty  fett  mde.  On  each 
fide  are  convenient  apartments,  oonfifling 
of  a  fitting  room,  which  leads  into  two 
feparato  bed-chambers.  All  thefe  rooms 
are  well  lighted,  and  have  fire-places  in 
them.  On  your  arrival  you  are  condadl;ed 
to  one  of  thefe  apartments,  and  delivered 
the  key,  fo  that  you  are  as  free  from  inter^ 
ruption  as  if  in  your  own  houfe.  Every 
other  accommodation  was  equal  to  the 
firft  tavern  in  London .  You  may  be  ^fiire 
our  furprize  was  not  little,  after  Akving 
been  aoeufl^med  to  fuch  miferable  f^e  at 
other  ordirtaaies, '  to  fee  a  larder  dl^layed 
wkh  plenty  of  f^b,  fowl  and  garhe. 
Another  matter  of  iequiil  furprizei  as 
we  had  not  met  wi^h  Aich  a  thuig  iii  kH 
our  travels,  was  excellent  wines  of  all 
fcMts,  which  to  us  was  a  moft  delidous 
treat,  ^^aot  having  tafted  any  fmce  We  left 
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Bofton  y  for  notwithftanding  the  fplcndor 
and  elegance  of  feveral  families  wc  vifited 
in  Virginia,  wine  was  a  (Granger  to  their 
tables.    For  every  apartment  a  .&rvant  is 
appointed  to  attend,  whole  fole  bufinefs 
is  to  wait  on  the  company  belonging  to  it, 
and  who  k  as  much  your  iervant,  during' 
your  ftay,  as  one  of  your  own  domeftics; 
The  accommodation  for  horfes  is  equal, 
with  lervants^  to  attend  them.     In  fhort^ 
inlaiyii^out  the  plan  of  this  tavern^  they 
feem  fokly  to»  have  fludiedJlhe  eafe,  comn 
fort  land  convenience  df  tri/yeUers,  atid  ik 
buih  upon  fiich  an  cxf eniive  ftaie,  Ihat  it 
canwth.  cafe,  accommodate  oiDie  hundred 
and  fixty  pcrfons.     General  PhilEpi  wasi 
fo  much  delighted  with  it,  thdt  after,  ho 
quitted  Virginia,  not  being  pcrnftittcA  to  ^or 
to  New  York,  on  account  of  fome  military) 
operations  that  were  on  foot)in  the  Jerfcys-,- 
he  returned  back  near  forty  miles  tatak© 
up  his  refidence  at  it,  merely  on  account 
pf  the.  ai:c|immodatioiis.  .    ywt^irSi 
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•  The  landlord  accompanied  us  to  the  in- 
tendant,  or  the  head  of  the  fociety,  who 
with  great  politenefs  fhewed  us  every  thing 
worthy  of  obfervation  on  the  fettlement. 

The  firft  place  he  conduced  us  to  was 
the  hcAife  of  the  fingle  women,  which  is  a 
{jjacious  ftone  building,  divided,  finlilar  to 
the  tavern j  into  large  chambers,  which 
are,  aft^r  the  German  mode,  heated  with 
ftoves.  In  thefe  the  young  women  pur- 
fue  various  domeftic  employments,  and 
fome  are  employed  in  fancy  and  oma- 
mentsd  work  -,  in  all  their  apartments  are 
various  mufical  inftruments.  The  fuper- 
intendant  of  thefe  young  women  condu6t- 
cd  us  to  the  apartment  where  they  flept, 
which  is  a  large  vaulted  room  the  whole 
dbmenfion  of  the  buildings,  in  which 
were  beds  for  every  woman.  The  women 
dine  in  a  large  hall,  in  which  is  a  hand- 
fome  organ,  and  the  walls  adorned  with 
fcripture  pieces,  painted  by  fome  of  the 
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women  who  formerly  belonged  to  the  fo- 
ciety.  This  hall  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a 
refedtoiy  and  chapel:  but  on  Sundays 
they  attend  worfhip  at  the  great  church, 
which  is  a  neat  and  fimple  building. 


:  ^a- 


The  houfe  of  the  (ingle  men  is  upon 
the  fame  principle  as  that  of  the  women  j 
upon  the  roof  of  which  is  a  Belvidere, 
from  whence  you  have  not  only  a  moft 
delightful  profpe6l,  but  a  diftin6l  view  of 
the  whole  fettlement.  We  obferved  that 
the  building  was  much  defaced,  which 
the  fuperintendant  informed  us  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Americans  taking  it  from 
the  young  men,  and  converting  it  into  an 
hofpital  for  the  fick  and  wounded,  after 
the  battle  of  Germantownj  and,  added 
he,  "  it  is  incredible  what  numbers  pe- 
"  rifhed  for  want  of  proper  care  and  at* 
**  tention,  and  the  hofpital  being  ill  fup- 
"  plied  with  drugs."  Pointing  to  an  ad- 
joining field,  he  faid,  "  There  lie  buried 
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"  near  fevcn  or  eight  hundred  of  the  A- 
'*  merican  foldiers,  who  died  here  during 
"  tlie  winter." 


All  manner  of  trades  and  manufa6hire9 
are  carried  on  in  this  place  diftin6tly,  and 
one  of  each  branch ;  at  thefe  various  oc- 
cupations the  young  men  are  employed. 
Every  one  contributes  his  labor,  and  the 
profits  arifing  from  ych  goes  to  the  gene- 
ral ftock.  Thefe  young  men  receive  na 
wages,  but  are  fupplied  with  all  necefia- 
ries  from  the  various  branches  of  tradt?. 
They  have  no  cares  about  the  ufual  con- 
cerns of  life,  and  their  whole  time  is  fpent 
in  prayer  and  labor  -,  their  only  relaxation 
being  concerts,  which  they  perform  every 
evening.  \  - 

Thefe  people,  who  are  extremely  fhrewd 
and  fenfible,  in  a  manner  forefeeing  the  ill 
confequences  attending  a  civil  war,  had, 
before  its   commencement,  laid  in  great 
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qusUitities  of  European  goodSj  which  they 
fent  to  their  various  farms  interfperfed 
around  the  fettlementi 

iThe  Moravians  ate  hot  only  very  affi- 
duous^  but  ingenious  too.  They  have 
adopted  a  fort  of  marriagej  but  from  the 
inaiiner  of  its  celebration  you  cannot  fup^ 
pofe  that  mutual  tender  endearments  and 
happinefs  to  fubfift  between  the  parties 
united  as  with  us^  A  young  man  feels 
an  inclination  to  marry,  which  does  not 
proceed  from  any  object  he  is  enamoured 
with,  for  he  never  fees  his  wife  but  once 
before  the  ceremony  takes  place  -,  it  be- 
ing cc:  trary  to  the  principles  of  their  re- 
ligior  i  fuppofe  it  is  from  the  paflions 
of  nature,  but  merely  to  uphold  the  fo- 
ciety,  that  it  may  not  link  into  oblivion. 
The  young  man  communicates  his  incli- 
nation to  their  prieft,  aikihg  of  him  a  girl 
to  make  his  wife,  who  confulting  with  the 
fuperintendant  of  the  young  women,  flie 
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produces  her  who  is  next  in  rotation  for 
marriage.  The  prieft  prefents  her  to  the 
young  man,  'and  leaves  them  together 
for  an  hour,  when  he  returns.  If  they 
both  confent,  they  are  married  the  next 
day.  If  there  is  any  objedion,  both  thdr 
cafes  are  very  pitiable,  but  efpccially  the 
woman's,  as  fhe  is  put  at  the  end  of  the 
lift,  which  amounts  to  near  lixty  or  fe- 
venty  j  nor  does  the  poor  girl  ftand  the 
leaft  chance  of  a  hufband  till  fhe  arrives 
again  at  the  top,  unlefs  the  man  feels  a 
fecond  inclination  for  marriage,  for  he 
never  can  obtain  any  other  woman  than 
the  one  with  whom  he  had  the  firft  inter- 
view. This,  I  am  induced  to  think,  was 
the  reafon  of  there  being  fuch  a  number 
of  old  women  among  the  fmgle  ones. 
Thus  you  fee,  my  friend,  that  marriage 
and  its  inexprefiible  enjoyments,  are  not 
the  refult  of  the  pafTions,  but  a  mere 
piece  of  mechanifni,  fet  to  work  by  chance 
and  llopt  alone  by  neceffity. 

When 
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When  two  parties  meet  and  are  united 
in  marriage,  a  houfe  is  provided  for  them 
by  the  fociety,  of  which  there  are  great 
numbers  around  the  town  5  very  neat  ha- 
bitaidoiis,  .  with  pleafant  gardens.  Their 
children  of  cither  fex,  at  the  age  of  fix, 
are  taken  from  .them  and  placed  in  the 
two  feminaries,  confequently  they  can  have 
little  affe^^on  for  them.  When  either  of 
the  parties  die  J  if  thje  woman,  the  man 
retmiis  /o  the  apartments  of  the  fmgle 
men,  and  if  the  man,  the  widow  retires 
t0  a  houfe  that  is  built  for  that  purpofe. 

The  religion  of  the  Moravians  refem- 
t)les  piojre  thati^  the  Lutherans  than  the 
Calyinift§  ;  in  o|ie  ppint  it  greatly  differs 
from  bqth,  by  admitting  of  mufic  and  pic^ 
turps  in  their  places  of  worfhip.  Prayer 
conftitutfs  ^Imoit  a  third  of  their  em- 
ployme^ijs^  for  exclufive  of  the  daily  pub- 
lic devotions  in  their  great  church,  they 
►  L 1  3  attend 
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attend  fervice  in  their  own  chapels  m6fj\T 
ipg,  noon  ^d  ev^nipg, 

Setting  afide  their  ridiculpus  mode  qf 
entering  into  the  marriage  flate,  and  whkh 
to  them  is  of  little  moment,  I  could  not 
but  reflefl,  if  content  was  in  tihis  life 
thsy  enjoy  it.  Far  fri^m  the  buftje  of  a 
troublefome  wor}4  Jiving  in  perfect  lir 
berty,  each  one  purfViing  his  pwn  ideas 
and  inclination,  and  refK^ng  in  the  moi^ 
delightful  fituation  imaginable,  yrhich  i^ 
fo  healthy,  that  they  afe  fulyeft  to  fevy,  if 
^y  difeafes. 


As  want  is  ^  ftranger,  fo  is  vicJc.  Their 
total  ignorance  of  tl^e  refined  elegancies 
of  life,  precludes  any  anxiety  or  regret 
that  they  ppffefs  not  wealth  to  enjoy  them, 
Neverthelefs  they  pofiefs  what  many  arc 
entire  ilranger^  to,  who  are  f|irrounded 
with   what   af9  t^rm^rt  blefliiigs,  thofe 
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true  and  eflential  ones — health  and  tran- 
quility of  mind  j  and  that  you  may  ever 
^enjoy  them,  though  no  Moravian,  in  a 
high  degree  of  refinement,  is  the  fmcere 
ivifti  of 
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BETTER        LXXV. 


Hart/orJ,  in  CmntSicut,  S»pt,  14,  lj%\* 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I'T^HIS  is  deemed  the  capital  of  this  pror 
'       yince.     It  ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of. 
the  Connecticut  River,    and  is  fituate4 
about  forty  miles  from  the  fea-coaft. 


We  were  (hewn,  among  other  things, 
the  following  curiofities,  an  houfe  built 
in  the  year  1640  of  American  oak,  the 
timbers  of  which  were  yet  found,  and  al- 
npft  }n  a  ftate  of  petrefadtion.  In  it  was 
Ibom  a  Jonathan  Belcher,  Ef(j.  who  was 

Governor 
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Gpyernor  of  this  province  as  well  as  of 
New  Jerfey,  and,   by  his  upright  admi^ 
niftration,  idolized  by  both  ftates.     The 
fecond  was  an   elm   tree,    held   as    fa* 
cred  as  ever  the  oak  was  in  the  days  of 
the  antient  bards  of  our  own  country  the 
druids ;  as  this  elm,  in  fome  time  of  im^ 
minent  uanger,  concealed  the  charter  of 
the  province.  The  third  was  a  molt  won- 
derful well,  which  being  dug  near  feventy 
feet,  without  the  Icaft  appearance  of  wa- 
ter, the  labourers  met  with  a  large  rock, 
guidon  the  miners  boring  this  rock,  in 
prder  to  hlaft  it  with  powder,  they  drove 
the  a\iger  through  it,  upon  which  the  wa- 
ter fpouted  up  with  fuch  amazing  velo>ctty, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty^  with 
the  affiftance  of  a  number  of  pumps  and 
a  fire-engine  they  could  keep  the  well  dry 
till-  it  was  ftoned,  which  was  no  fooner 
0Cj:omplilhed  than  it  fiUed  and  ran  over, 
9i)d  has  pfQV  fuice  fupported,  or  rather 
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formed,  a  brpok,  for  above  one  hundred 

The  inhabitants  of  Haitford  relate  a 

ludicrpws  ftory  of  Whitfield,  who  travel* 

led  America  in  the  hopejs  of  fowing  the 

feeds  of  Methodifm  upon  this  continent  5 

and,  from  a  fermon  he  preached  at  the 

great  meeting  in  this  town,  you  may  be 

furc  did  not  gain  ovtr  the  female  part  of 

his  congregation  -,  but  was  infulted^  and 

obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  the  firft  houfe 

that  would  admit  him.     The  text  he  hM 

iele6ied  wis,  "  Anoint  my  eyes  with  eye* 

♦*  falve/*    After  expatiating  for  a  confi* 

derable  length  of  time,  to  point  out  what 

was  «»/  the  true  eye-falve,  he,   in  the 

ufualcant  of  thofe  fanatic  preachers,  fays, 

"  New  ril  tell  you  what  is  the  real  eye- 

*'  falve— it  is  faith— it  is  grace— it  is  fimpli-«> 

"  city — it  is  virtue — it  is  virgin's  water* 

"  But,  ah  Lord,  where  can  that  be  found  ? 

"  Perhaps  not  in  this  grand  affembly," 
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At  a  place  called  Syn>(bury  are  fomecop* 
per  mines  that  are  exhaufted  of  thfir  ore, 
which  are  converted  to  a  (late  dungeon  j 
where,  formerly,  fuch  offenders  as  the  Ge-« 
pcral  Aflcmbly  did  not  chufe  to  punifh 
with  death  were  fent,  (hewing  the  huma*- 
nity  and  mildnefs  of  the  law  5  not  but,  in 
my  opinion,  they  would  have  (hewn  it 
more  confiderably,  by  hanging  up  the  un- 
fortunate wretch  :  for  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  months,  after  lingering  out  a  miiera«» 
ble  exigence,  the  dilTolution  of  nature  puts 
^  period  to  their  pain.  Thefe  mines  were 
worked  many  years  ago,  the  miners  bor*- 
ing  near  half  a  mile  through  a  mountain, 
making  large  cells  that  are  forty  yards  be- 
Jow  the  furface.  The  prifoners  are  let 
down  by  a  windlafs  into  this  difmal  ca* 
vern,  through  a  hole,  which  anfweiis  the 
purpo(cs  oi  conveying  their  food^and-  air ;' 
as  to  light,  it  fcarcely  reaches  them.  This 
place,  (ince  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
)ias  been  converted  to  the  infamous  pur« 
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pofe  of  imprifoning  Loyalifts,  to  make 
them  renounce  their  attachment  to  their 
Sovereign,  and  yield  obedience  to  Con- 
grefs )  and  I  am  informed  that  numbers 
have  been  taken  from  their  houf^s,  by  or** 
dcr  of  the  Aflembly,  and  after  a  flight  cx-» 
amination  where  witnefTes  were  eafily  pro* 
ciired*  either  through  maUce  or  ii^tcreft, 
they  have  been  hurried  away  to  this  dun- 
geon^ to  drag  oi>  a  fhort  period  of  pain 
^)id  ^fery,  which,  from  the  number  of 
jfteady  fpirits  who  have  been  impr'ifoned 
»id  expired  in  it,  may,  with  great  propri-i 
tty,  be  called  the  catacomb  of  loyalty, 

.  There  is  An  anirjaal  fuppofed  to  be. pe- 
culiar to  New  England,  called  the  cuba. 
This  animal,  {:as  if;  fenfible  that  his  fa-*., 
miliy  rely  on  him  for  protf6liftqj  is  ex- 
tremely tender  of;  them,  and  ijiever  for- 
i^s  them  till  death  <ki(|plyes  the  union. 
What  further  difplays  his  magnanimity 
is,  h^  neyer  indicates  the  Jeaft  anger  to 

the 
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the  female,  thougli  ever  fo  provoked  by 
her.  What  a  charming  lelFon  from  na- 
ture is  this  to  mankind  j  and  how  happy 
would  the  rational  part  of  the  creation 
become,  if  they  did  but  purfue  the  exam- 
ples of  irrational  animals. 


Yours,  &c. 
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AVow  Tori,  5//r.  25,  ty^l0 


MY   DEAR   FRI£ND> 


NEW  Haven  is  remarkable  for  hav- 
ing given  the  epithet  of  pumpkin- 
heads  to  the  New  Englanders,  which 
arofe  from  a  fevere  and  religious  code  of 
laws,  made  at  the  firft  fettlement  of  Con-* 
nefticut  j  which  enjoin  every  male  to 
have  his  hair  cut  round  by  a  cap,  and 
when  caps  were  not  readily  at  hand,  they 
fubftituted  the  hard  fhell  of  a  pumpkin, 
which  being  put  on  their  head  every  Satur- 
,  day,  the  hair  was  cut  by  it  all  round  the 

head. 
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head.  What  religious  virtue  may  be 
derived  fiom  this  cuftom,  it  is  difficult  to 
find  out ;  certainly  [^therc  is  much  pru- 
dence in  it,  for  it  prevents  the  hair  from 
entangling,  faves  the  ufe  of  bags  and 
ribbons,  and  prevents  it  from  incommod- 
ing the  fight  by  falling  over  the  eyes.  I 
am  induced  to  think  the  cuftom  arole 
from  this  caufe,  that  as  they  were  fuch 
enthufiafts  in  religion,  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  lawlefs  and  profligate  people, 
thofe  who  had  loft  their  ears  for  herefy, 
fhould  not  conceal  their  misfortune  and 
difgrace. 

We  paffed  by  a  meeting  that  was  (itua- 
ted  clofe  to  the  fea  Ihore,  which  about 
three  Sundays  fmce  was  furrounded  by  a 
party  from  Long  IHand,  at  the  time  of 
divine  fervice.  and  the  moft  notorious 
rebels,  with  the  clergyman,  were  taken 
prifoners.  Upon  the  alarm  the  confufion 
was  great,  the  congregation  getting  out 
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as  faft  as  they  could,  each  man  taking 
the  firft  horfe  he  met  with,  rode  away  full 
gallop.  Some  of  our  party,  having  mount*- 
cd  other  horfes,  riding  after  them.  An 
inhabitant,  who  refides  near  the  meeting, 
informed  us  that  it  was  a  ludicrous  fight ; 
fome  galloping  off  with  their  neighbours 
horfes,  the  owner  running  after  to  ftop 
him  5  others  feeking  refuge  in  an  adjoin- 
ing wood;  women  fcreaming,  flirieking 
and  fainting ;  and  as  no  mifchief  arofe 
from  it,  it  muft  have  been  truly  laugh- 
able. 


Upon  our  arrival  at  King's  Bridge,  it  Is 
impoflible  to  defcribe  the  emotions  of  joy 
depicted  in  the  countenance  of  eveiy 
one  5  when  we  had  paffed  the  barrier,  we 
felt  ourfelves  once  more  at  liberty  and 
fafe  out  of  the  hands  of  barbarians;  for  fo 
many  fortuitous  circumftances  had  taken 
place  from  the  time  we  were  made  prifo- 
ners,  that^  notwithflanding  we  received  an 

official 
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ofKcial  accounts  of  our  being  exchanged 
from  the  commiflary  of  prifoners,  and 
obtsiined  our  pafl^orts,  flill  we  did  not 
conceive  ourfelves  altogether  emancipated, 
till  we  had  got  Within  the  Britifh  lines^ 


The  ifland  of  New  York,  at  King's 
Bridge,  is  joined  to  the  continent  by  ^ 
fmall  wooden  bridge,  and  the  country 
around  is  very  rocky  and  mountainous. 
The  river,  which  feparates  the  ifland  from 
the  continent)  is  a  fafeguard  againft  any 
fudden  invafion  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
works  that  are  thrown  up,  which  are  ex- 
ceedingly ftrong,  are  on  fuch  command- 
ing fituations,  that  an  army  would  be  cut 
to  pieces  in  attempting  to  pafs  it.  This 
poft  is  fourteen  miles  from  the  city  of 
New  York. 


!tJ 


Out  fleet  is  re{)alririg  after  the  aclion 
they  have  had  with  the  French  off  Chefa- 
peak  Bay,  and,  when  in  a  condition,  are 
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to  fail  with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops, 
which  Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  to  command 
himfelf,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  fave  Lord 
Cornwallis's  army.  I  cannot  defcribe  the 
cagernefs  of  both  navy  and  army  to  efFeft 
it,  particularly  the  former,  who  are  ufmg 
the  utmoil  diligence  and  labor  in  the  ne- 
ceffary  repairs. 

A  day  or  two  before  we  came  here> 
Prince  William  Henry  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, in  the  Lion  of  feventy-four  guns, 
under  the  care  of  Admiral  Digby.  The 
Prince  has  been  on  fhore,  and  vifited  moil: 
of  the  places  in  the  city  and  the  pofts  a- 
round  it.  He  is  very  fhrewd  and  fen(i« 
ble,  making  many  pertinent  remarks  and 
oblervations.  Not  long  fince  he  accofted 
Lieut.  Bibby,  of  our  regiment,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  "  Well,  Captain  Bibby, 
"  fo  you  are  in  the  Adjutant  General's 
"  office.  I  fuppofe  there  are  handfome 
^*  p^rquifites."    Bibby  replied,  "  Upon  my 

"  word. 
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**  word,  your  Royal  Highnefs  is  mifin- 
**  formed  5  for  no  one  in  that  office  has 
"  more  than  his  bare  falary. "---."  Indeed!'* 
exclaimed  his  Royal  Highnefs,  with  fur- 
prize  :  "  Well,  well,  then  you  fhould  par- 
"  take  of  thoie  of  the  CommifTaries  and 
**  Barrack  Mafter  Generals  j  for,  let  me 
'<  tell  ybu,  they  have  emoluments  enough 
"for  both." 


if 


my 
rord. 


The  city  of  New  York  ftandy  on  the 
fouthem  extremity  of  the  ifland,  and  its 
fitiiation  is  extremely  delightful  1  com- 
manding fuch  a  variety  of  profpe£ls,  as 
are  the  moft  charming  that  can  be  con- 
ceived. The  city  is  moftly  built  upon 
the  Eaft  River,  on  account  of  the  harbour. 
In  many  of  the  ftreets  are  rows  of  tree*  on 
each  fide,  for  fhelter  from  the  amazing 
heats  in  fummer.  Moft  of  the  houfes  are 
built  with  brick,  very  ftrong  and  neat,  and 
fcveral  ftories  high  ;  many  of  ther  have 
balconies  on  the  roof,  where  company  fit 
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in  the  fummer  evenings,  to  enjoy  thfe  prof- 
peft  of  the  oppoiite  Ihores  and  harbour  y 
and  the  roofs  are  covered  with  (hinglcs. 
The  ftrects  are  paved  and  clean,  but  in 
general  very  narrow ;  there  are  two  or 
three,  indeed,  which  are  fpacious  and  airy. 
The  length;  of  the:  town  is  fcMncwhat  more 
than  a  mile,  and  the  breadth;  of  it  about 
half  a  mile.  The  fituation  is  reckoned 
healthy,  but  fubje6t  to  one  great  inconve- 
nience>  whidi  is  the  want  of  frefh  watei^. 


There  are  feveral  public  buildings,  thoT 
but  few  deferving  attention.  There  were 
two  churches,  the  Old  or  Trinity  Church, 
and  the  New  one  or  St.  George's  ChapeU 
both  very  large ;  the  former  was  deftroyed 
by  fire:  by  the  remains  it  appears  to  have 
been  in  the  Gothic  tafte.  The  latter  is 
built  upon  the  model  of  fome  of  the  new 
churches  in  London,  and  oppofite  to  it  is 
a  fpacious  Iquare,  where  Hands  tlie  park 
of  artillery.    Befides  thefe  two,  there  are 

feveral 
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federal  Other  pkces  of  worfliip,  confifting 
pEtwo  Low  Dutch  Calvinift  churches,  two 
High,  one  French  5  raectmg-  houfcs  for 
Lutherans,  Prelhyteriahs,  Quakers,  Ana- 
ft^ptifts, ,  Moj?aYians,  and  a  Jews  fynagogue. 
5jhcre  /is  a  veryl  jhaiidfome  charity  fchobl 
f(p(5  fixty  boys  ^nid  girls,  a  good  workf 
hppfe,  barrSicks  for  a  regiment  of  foldiers, 
^ind^anexceedingftcohglprifon.  The  court- 
houfe  is  not  fo  confuderable  ^  might  be 
expected  for  fuch  a  city,  and  is  now  con- 
M^ted?.  iato  a :  g.aarrdrh£&.ife  for  the  main 


-'■Theloi^gijtal fort  was  quadrangular,  ca^. 
p9^  i^  mounti(%  fixtyi  pieces  of  cannon, 
but'lnjow  there:  are igre^t  additionis.  In 
tWs /ojt  ftands  the  goyemoi:*s  palace,  and 
undfu^eaiththe  fort,  tea  battery  capable  of 
ia(ioHnti^g  ninety-f^^URjf  nils,  and:  h^mcks 
for:tw^rC![jrripanie^  ^.  jfoldiers..  Upon  a 
fw^H  ifland,  pppofitje  ;the  city^  is  .^  hof* 
pit9l,f$ljj'^  fvck  and  v^^i^tid^  feam^  ^  -.  ' 
^;;„.J      "  Mm  3  The 
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Th^  North  Rivdr  is  (bmewhat  more 
than  two  mites  over  to  Paylus  Hook, 
where  there  is  an  exiceieding  fbong  work 
oppolils  New  YcniL.  On  account  of  the 
expoiyre  to  the  nord\  winds,  and  to  the 
driving  of  the  ice,  in  the  winter,  fhips 
cannot  anchor  there  ^t'^at  feafon  of  th6 
year,  and  therefore  lay  u]^  in  thii  Baft-Ri-f 

ver,  it  b^ng  the  fafeft  and  h^}  though 
thefmalleft,harboi|r^     :>  '■''      i  :^i  cff/or^ 


.  The  fta  near  New  York  affords  great 
quantities  of  oyfters,  as  well  as  variety  c^ 
other  Tea  fifh.  Lpbfters  were  extremely 
plen^ul,  of  an  enormous  iizev^but  af-^ 
t^  the  cannonade  at  l^ong  Id^  th^ 
forfook  the  coaft,  and  not  onid  kovbeeii 
ieen  (ince.  The  manner  they  i(ir(l^  came 
ilpcm- the  cpail  is  radier  (ingulaar,  for  al^ 
though  New  Bngland  abounded  witK 
them,  none  were  ever  caught  htxt  5  hut 
this  city  was  fupplied-  by  the  NUw  Bttg* 
landers,  who  brought  them  in  greW^Wfeli'^ 

:  ^t-  ^-^'  boats. 
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boats.  One  of  thefe  boats  coming  thro* 
the  Sound,  and  pafTing  Hell  Gates,  a  very 
dangerous  rocky  part,  (Iruck  and  fplit  to 
pieces,  and  the  lobflers  eicapedj  after 
which  they  multiplied  very  fail,  and  were 
caught  in  great  abundance,  till  frightened 
away  by  the  Mifk  of  the  cannon. 

Having  mentioned  a  place  with  Aich  a 
tremendous  name  as  Hell  Gates,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  defcribe  it,  which  I  am 
enabled  the  more  fully  to  do,  having  one 
afternoon,  with,  a  party,  made  a  trip 
up  the  Sound  and  palled  this  dangerous 
fpot  We  left  New  York,  with  a  f^r  dAd 
ftrong  breeze,  near  upon  the  height  of 
tide,  as  at  any  other  time  it  is  impafTable, 
and  in  about  two  hours  paiFed  through 
Hell  Gates*  It  is  really  impoffibk  to  46 
this,,  without  calikig  to  mind  the  de- 
icripUoR  of  Scylla  and  Charybdts.  Th« 
breadtl^  of  the  Sound  at  this  place  is  abovit 
half  armUe,  butthexhannd  is  very  nar-^ 
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row,  not  excqeding  eighty  yards.  The 
w^ter  ruihes  with  great  rapidity  and  in 
various  currents,  only  one  of  which  will 
c^rry  ^  veflel  through  with  fafety ;  for  on 
one  fide  there  is  a  fhoal  of  rocks,  that 
jufl  make  their  s^ppearance  above  the  wa^ 
ter,  and  on  the  other  a  dreadfiil  vortex, 
produced  by  a  rock  lying  abot^t  nine  feet 
under  the  furface,  which  is  teamed  the 
pot,  and  draws  and  fwallows  every  thing 
that  approaches  it,  dalhing  them  to  pieces 
ypon  the  rock  at  the  bottom ;  at  (bted 
times  of  the  tide  this  tremendous  whirl-^ 
pool  boils  furioufly  like  a  pot,  and  at 
others  fucks  every  thing  into  it  like  a  fiu^-i 
fiel.  .     .  -  . 


Nearly  oppofite  to  Hell  Gates  lies  ano«- 
ther  reef  of  rocks,  which,  that  it  may  bear 
fome  refemblance  of  horror,  is  named  the 
Pevil's  Frying  Pan,  The  noife  made  by 
the  water  in  rufhing  over  them,  may 
be   compared  to  that   of  water  poured 
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upon  red  hot  iron.  This  alfo  draws  vef- 
fels  towards  it,  to  their  inevitable  deftruc- 
tion, 

There  are  exceeding  fkilful  pilots  to 
navigate  through  thele  dangerous  ftraits, 
notwithftanding  which  fliips  are  frequently 
loft.  Before  the  war,  it  was  deemed  an 
imppilibility  for  a  top-fail  veflH  to  pafs ; 
but  fince  the  comrtiencement,  fleets  of 
tranfports,  and  the  frigates  that  convoyed 
thenij  have  ventured  and  accomplilhed  it. 


I. 


■^r 


But  what  is  ftili  more  extraordinary, 
and  difplays  a  noble  inftance  of  coujrage 
and  intrepidity,  that  gallant  Ibamian,  Sir 
Jamas  W^ace,  conducted  his  M^efty's 
Ihip  the  Experiment,  of  fifty  guns, 
t;hrough  this  dreadful  channel. 


:  At  the  time  d'Eftaign  lay  off  Siridy' 
Jlook  with  a  fuperior  force,  and  blocked' 
up  the  harbour  of  New  York,  he  difpat$:hed 
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fome  (hips  of  the  line  round  the  eafl  end 

• 

of  Long  Ifland  to  cruize  in  the  Sound, 
and  to  intercept  any  of  the  King's  (hips. 
At  that  time  Sir  James  Wallace  was  cruiz* « 
ing  at  the  mouth,  and  perceiving  the 
French  vefTels,  failed  back  into  the  Sound. 
The  French  purfued,  certain  of  the  prize. 
Sir  James  faw  his  danger,  and  being  un* 
able  to  engage  fuch  a  fuperior  force,  ra-» 
ther  than  the  fhip  fhould  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  xx^ade  the  bold. attempt  td 
pafs  through  Hell  Gates  $  which  was  the 
wonder  and  afloniihment  not  only  of  the 
French,  who  were  obliged  to  return  mucii 
chag^inedv  but  of  all  the  captains  of  our 
fleet  S'  as  itl  was  ever  deemed  a  rafhnefs  to 
attempt,  but  was]  adcompUAied  by  an  a£); 
of!  jacceffity.    :>    ,. 


This  afternoon  I  went  down  to  the 
beacki  to  fee  the  whale  boat  fet  off  with 
difpa,tehe$  for  Lord  Comwallis's  army, 
and  you  cannot  conceive  how  elated  the 
3:Tici  crew 
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crew  were,  enteitaining  an  idea  of  con- 
veying tidings  that  would  make  them  joy« 
fully  received. 


k0 


As  thefe  are  open  boats,  and  have  (b 
many  leagues  to  fail  before  they  reach  the 
Chefapeak,  you  mufl  neceffarily  conclude 
the  voyage  to  be  attended  with  imminent 
danger.  Their  intention  is  to  coaft  along 
ihore,  but  may  be  frequently  driven  out 
of  fight  of  land ;  the  laft  boat  that  came 
from  Lord  Cornwallis,  was  in  that  fitua^ 
tion  for  three  days.  They  eafilf  Wi(& 
being  taken,  as  they  can  fail  in  4ialIow 
water,  and  keep  clofe  in  (hore.  The  boati 
that  pafs  between  the  two  armies  have 
little  appreheniion  of  being  captured,  ex- 
cept in  paffing  through  the  French-  flfect  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Chefapeak.* 

.      your's,.5&p#) 
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•jr    MY   DirAH   FRIEND,    •. 

/npHPUGH  Long  Ifland  is  in  cur  pof- 
v*i  feffion,  ftill  towards  the  eaft  end 
ther^  arp  continual  fcouting  parties  of 
the  Americans,  that  crofs  the  Sound  from 
the  Confie^cut  (hore,  whofe  fole  bulineft 
is  to  plunder  the  inhabitants,  and  pick 
up  prifoners.  ; 


;  Liii.  j.ik 


...,* 


On  'croffing  the  Eaft  River  from  New 
York  you  land  at  Brooklyn,  which  is  a 
fcattered  village,  confiflingof  a  fewhoufes. 
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At  this  place  is  an  excellent  tavern,  where 
parties  are  made  to  go  and  eat  lifh ;  the 
landlord  of  which  has  faved  an  immenfe 
fortune  this  war.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  town  are  fome  confiderable  heights, 
commanding  tlie  city  of  New  York.  On 
thefe  is  ere6led  a  ftrong  regular  fort,  with 
four  baftions.  To  defer ibe  the  works 
throwu  up  by  the  Americans  upon  this 
ifland,  would  be  beftowing  more  attention 
on  the  fubjeft  than  it  dcferves,  as  they 
adlually  cover  the  whole.  They  are 
not  only  on  grounds  and  fituations  that 
are  extremely  advantageous  and  command- 
ing, but  works  of  great  ftrength,  that  I 
am  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  their  fo  haftily 
abandoning  them,  as  they  were  certain  by 
fuch  a  ftep  to  give  up  New  York.  I 
am  induced  to  believe,  that  Gen.  Walhing- 
ton  thought  the  Americans  were  fo  panic- 
ftruck  after  the  engagement,  as  our  troops 
purfued  them  clofc  to  their  lines,  that 
they  would  not  Hand  an  aflault  \  and  if 
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his  lines  were  carried  he  was  fcnfible  there 
was  no  place  of  retreat,  and  that  his  army 
muft  inevitably  have  been  deftroyed. 

Long  Ifland  is  the  largeft  ifland  from 
Cape  Florida  to  Cape  Sable.  It  is  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  length  and 
about  fifteen  miles  in  breadth,  and  from 
its  formation  derives  its  name.  The  foutli 
fide,  next  to  the  Atlantic,  is  low,  level  and 
fandy,  with  extenfive  bays  within  the  land, 
near  the  length  of  the  ifland  5  on  that  fide 
oppofite  the  continent,  the  lands  are  high, 
hilly  and  broken,  but  with  a  number  of 
fine  bays  and  harbours.  A  chain  of  hills 
runs  through  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  the 
whole  length  of  it,  from  which  there  is 
an  extenfive  view  of  the  ocean  and  the  ad- 
joining continent. 


The  Plain  is  a  perfe6t  level,  and  what  is 
a  phaenomenon  in  America,  has  not  a  tree 
growing  upon  it.     The  foil  is  faid  to  be 
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incapable  of  producing  trees,  or  any  vege* 
tation  except  a  coarfe  grafs,  and  a  kind  of 
brufh-wood  or  (hrub  wliich  feldom  grows 
higher  than  four  or  five  feet,  and  that 
only  on  a  particular  part  of  the  plain. 

The  foil  of  this  plain  is  a  black  earth, 
covered  with  a  kind  of  mofs,  and  under 
the  earth,  which  is  of  a  fpongy  quality,  is 
a  bed  of  gravel,  which,  confequently  ab- 
forbing  the  heavieft  rains,  prevents  the 
water  from  remaining  on  the  ground ;  it 
therefore  naturally  follows,  that  in  wet 
feafons  there  is  abundance  of  grafs,  and  in 
dry  ones  it  is  entirely  parched  up. 


The  plain  fupports  great  quantities  of 
cattle,  Ihecp  and  horfes,  which  are  fup- 
plied  with  water  from  the  ponds  made 
by  the  inhabitants  in  different  places, 
and,  that  they  may  retain  the  rain,  havfr 
clay  bottoms  j  for  what  is  equally  as  re^ 
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markable  as  the  plain  itfelf,  there  arc  nO 
fprings  or  running  water  throughout  its 
whole  extent.  This  plain  is  of  the  na- 
ture of  our  commons  in  England,  having 
no  inclofures,  and  aimoft  uninhabited^  ex- 
cept a  few  public  houfes  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  travellers. 


It  is  impoflible  to  defcribc  the  anxiety 
of  eveiy  one  when  the  fleet  left  this  place, 
in  full  hopes  and  expectation,  although  it 
had  to  fight  its  way  through  a  much  fu- 
perior  force,  it  would  have  been  the  means 
of  faving  the  gallant  and  brave  army  un* 
der  Lord  Corn vval lis  ;  but  language  is  un- 
able to  delcribe  the  feelings  of  every  loyal 
fubjedl,  when  the  licet  returned,  unable 
to  efFe6l  fo  noble  a  purpofe  -,  for  three 
days  before  the  fleet  made  the  Chefapeak, 
that  gallant  army  had  furrendered  to  the 
combined  forces  of  France  and  America.  , 
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When  the  Britiih  fleet  left  Sandy  Hook, 
Gen.  Wafliingtoii  had  certain  intelligence 
of  it,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  it 
failed,  although  at  fuch  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  as  near  fix  hundred  miles,  by  means 
of  fignal  guns  and  alarms*  A  very  noto- 
rious rebel  in  New  York,  from  the  top 
of  his  houfe,  hung  out  the  fignal  of  a 
white  flag,  the  moment  the  fleet  got  un- 
der way,  which  was  immediately  anfwered 
by  the  flring  of  a  gun  at  a  fmall  village 
about  a  mile  from  our  pofl  at  Paulus 
Hook  J  after  that  a  continual  firing  of 
cannon  was  heard  on  the  oppofite  fliore  j 
and  about  two  days  afcer  the  fleet  failed, 
was  the  period  in  which  Gen«  Wafhington 
was  fo  prefling  for  the  army  to  furrender. 
There  is  a  fecrefy  to  be  obferved  in  war^ 
neceflary  to  the  well*cOndu6ling  of  plans, 
and  the  execution  of  any  particular  mea- 
fure  that  is  concerted,  which,  being  dif- 
clofed,  all  U  fruftrated.  This  was  the  cafe 
in  the  prefent  inftance :  the  failing  of  the 
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fleet,  by  a  villain  under  the  niaik  of  a 
Loyalift,  was  revealed  to  the  Americans  5 
and  to  fimilar  caufes  maybe  accpunted  the 
many  fatal  calamities ,  attending  our  army 
upon,  this  continent. 

The  lofs  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army  is 
too  heavy  a  blow  to  be  foon  or  eafily  re- 
covered 5  it  cvidjently  muft  change  the  face 
of  affairs :  for  the  war  which  commenced 
in  thii)  country,  and  ought  to  have  been 
maintained  in  the,  offenfive,  muft  now  de- 
generate into  a  difhonorable  defenfive ;  and 
if  Great  Britain  is  determined  to  overcome 
the  Colonies,  fhe  muft  fend  out  a  very 
numerous  reinfoicement  in  the  fpring,  or 
the  furrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis  may 
be  confidered  as  the  clofmg  fcene  of  the 
whole  continental  war  in  America. 


I  have  taken  my  pafTage  in  the  Swallow 
Packet,  which  the  latter  end  of  the  week 
fails   for  England.     I  preferred  coming 
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home  in  the  packet  rather  than  a  tran- 
fport,  not  only  as  it  is  a  better  failing 
veflel,  and  having  more  hands  is  in  lefs 
danger  of  being  captured  -,  but  the  tranf- 
ports  in  general  are  fo  exceedingly  crazy, 
and  their  bottoms  fo  very  bad,  owing  to 
their  laying  up  fuch  a  length  of  time 
in  rivers,  that  they  are  unable  to  With- 
ftand  the  boiflerous  winds  and  waves  of  ^ 
winter's  palTage. 

As  this  is  the  laft  letter  you'll  receive 
from  me  in  America,  permit  me,  before  I 
bid  a  final  farewel  to  it,  to  make  fome 
few  reflexions  on  this  unfortunate  con-»- 
tefl:. 

Although  America,  through  France  and 
her  naval  power,  may  gain  independence, 
fhe  will  find  in  what  an  aukward  predica^ 
ment  fhe  has  involved  herfelf,  and  how 
convulfed  the  provinces  mufl  be    for  a 

N  n  2  lengtli 
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length  of  years.  As  a  new  ftate  (he  muft 
maintain  or  cftablifh  her  public  character, 
and  is  bound,  by  every  tic  of  policy,  not 
to  defert  her  allies. 

Alas,  deluded  Americans !  When  too 
late,  youll  repent  your  rafhnefs.  Let  mc 
impartially  aik  the  mofl  fenfible  among 
them,  When  tlie  Independency  is  eftablilh- 
ed,  v^ill  they  poiTefs  that  freedom  and  \i* 
berty  as  under  the  Englilh  government  ? 
If  their  anfwer  is  impartial,  they  muft 
declare,  Certainly  we  fhall  not ;  but  in  a 
few  years  perhaps  we  may.  That  period^ 
I  am  afraid,  is  at  a  great  diftaiicc« 


Much,  indeed,  arc  they  entangled  in 
the  cabals  of  a  French  court,  which 
will,  fooner  or  later,  not  only  endeavour 
to  enflave  them  in  reality,  but  dif- 
poileis  them  of  their  fouthern  provinces. 
It  is  not  without  juft  grounds  I  af* 
fert    that  e'er    half    a   century    elapfes, 

America 
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America  will  be  fuing  that  prote£lion  from 
the  mother  country,  which  (he  has  fo  un- 
gratefully defpifed,  to  fcreen  her  from  the 
pcrfecutions  and  tyranny  of  France.  They 
are*confcious  of  being  happy  befoi^  this 
unfortunate  revolution,  and  will  feel  that 
tliey  are  no  longer  fo ;  |they  muft  inevita- 
»bly  regret  the  change  in  fullen  filence,  or, 
if  they  have  any  thing  like  fpirit  left, 
rouze  into  arms  again. 


Yours,  &c. 


in 

rtiich 

rour 
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ices, 

af- 
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jrica 


N  3 


LET- 


550 


INTEIQR    TRAVELS 


LETTER      JUXXVIIU 
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Qh  bcari  the  Sivallo-w  Faciei,  St,  Mary*t  Hartoui^^ 
ift  the  IJlands  of  Scilly»  Z);c.  ^,  1 7 8 1 . 


MY   DEAR   FRIEND^ 


r^VS  the  day  after  our  arrival  here,  Lor4 
^^  Dalrymple,  who  had  the  charge  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  difpatches,  apprehen- 
five  that  the  packet  might  be  detained  for 
a  confiderable  time  by  contrary  winds, 
and  anxious  to  deliver  difpatches  of  fo 
much  importance  to  the  nation,  hired  ^ 
fmall  fifhing  boat,  and,  notwithftanding 
it  blew  a  hard  gale,  regardlefs  of  the  im- 
minent dangers  of  the  feas  and  furround- 
ing  enemies,  (q  much  had-  he  the  public 
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fervice  at  heart,  tliat,  nobly  braving  them, 
he,  at  the  utmofl  riik  of  his  life,  fet  fail 
in  it  from  this  place,  accompanied  by  the 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  who  was  a  paflenger  on 
board  the  packet.  From  a  lofty  eminence 
we  faw  the  boat  leave  thefe  iflands, 
while  the  Tea  ran  fo  tremendous  high,  that 
it  was  thought  by  every  one  they  never 
could  reach  the  Englilh  coaft. 

Strangers  who  land  here,  ar^  ^ondufl- 
ed  to  the  fpot  where  the  body  oi  that  fa- 
mous Admiral  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  was 
found,  after  his  fhipwreck  in  the  year 
1707.  .It  was  in  a  fmall  cove  called  Port- 
heUfk  near  what  is  termed  ht;  Tplmens  j 
and  it  is  handed  down  by  tradition  that 
he  was  difcovered  naked,  and  only  dillin- 
guifhed  from  the  moft:  ordinary  failor  un- 
der his  command,  by  having  round  his 
neck  a  portrait  of  his  royal  miftrefs,  on 
rhe  revetfe  of  which  was  engraved  his 
name.  .  "      ■  1 
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A  %id-bank  offering  itfelf  very  oppor* 
tunely,  4s  if  for  the  vpry  purpofe^  he  wa$ 
interred  under  it.  .  Whoever  has  fcen  the 
place,  will  allow  it  woi:»ld  have  been  dou* 
bly  inhuman  not  to  have  buried  him, 
whoever  he  W43.  For  my  own  part,  it 
jrecall^  to  xny  mind  the  argument  tha^ 
Ardiytas  makes  i;fe  of  to  befpeak  the  like 
friendly  offiw, 

1    '  '        '  .        ■    ■ 

Attunauta,  yagc  ne  parce  inalignus  aron?^ 

.  OffibuB  &  ca^iti  inhumatOi 

Farticulam  darci 

Ifpa.  pd*  xxviii.  lib.  tf 


1 1 


Hiftory  Informs  us,  that  the  body  of 
fhis  great  man  was  afterwards  taken  up^, 
and  conveyed  to  Weftm'mfter  abbey.  A 
fmall  pit  on  this  fandy  green,  i§  ftill  vi, 
fible. 


JPulveris  oa^uiparvt  moner^if 


Ibid, 


Thefe  iflands  a^'e  of  great  utility  in  time 
f){  \yar,  ^s  they  afford  protedtion  to.  trad- 
ing 
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teg  veiTels  and  homeward-bound  (hips, 
which  would  by  contrary  winds,  without 
this  refuge,  be  obliged  to  beat  about  in 
the  Channel,  expofed  to  the  danger*  of 
J)ciftg  captured  by  the  enemy. 


The  not  eftablittiing  a  pack^  between 
thefe  i£lands  and  the  main,  is  afi  incon- 
venience to  be  lamented  and  a  ground  for 
cenfure.  I  am  •covHyient  it  would  bring 
in  a  great  revenue;  for,  during  our 
•flay,  a  packet  of  letters  was  given  to 
the  Captain  of  our  ihip,  nearly  us  large 
as  that  he  has  brought  from  New  York. 
You  would  fcarcely  believe  it,  but  they 
have  been  Feventeen  weeks  without  any  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  country.  Such  an  in- 
termiflion  of  correfpondence  muft  be  ex- 
tremely detrimental  to  trade.  A  fmall  fhip 
of  about  forty  tons,  to  pafs  and  repafs  as 
the  weather  permitted,  would,  by  freight 
and  trade,  not  only  repay  expences,  but  be 
^  handfome  income  to  the  owners. 

The 
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The  Utility  of  /^/frigate  being  fta^tioned 
here,  ^vaswoticed  tp  i^ae  by  feveral  of  the 
inhabitants  j  for,  during  this  war,  a  French 
cutter  came  into,  tl^c  harbour,  with  a  view 
to  cut  away  the  fhips  at  aac^pr^  but.  a 
frigate  happening  to  be  there  at  that  \ime, 
the  cutter  '(heered  off,  and  no  othdrrhas 
fmce  m^de  its  app^smce;  which  miiil 
ariferfrop^ the  idea  tteit  ^frigate isa^ually 
ftatio^cd  w  thefe  iQmi^  ....    ^ 


WlWi) 


.;  T£e,wi|»d  coming  %orable,  Ae  Cap- 
tain  1^  flefired  the  pafleogers  to  repair  on 
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MY  DEAR  FRIEND,'    '  '         V        V 

"yE&tMyWBfu^^  wit  i^fM 

•*-    Iflandsi   and  amyed/at   this^' place 

^cfiit  'oil^^d'elbcfc  tl&  mbrriihg;^^  t)n  1^ 

^ing  alhai-^''dfefcriptiohivdtild  ikir  exceed- 

ingly  f&ort '6?  tie  tratilpqfk'l^  fet- 

ting  my  foot  once  nioreon  iiiy  native  land; 


W6  here  learnt,  that^^f^a  verf  aah^ 
gerouS  paftage,  ahd  being  iiearly  caip^iired 
by  a  Freh'ck  cutter,  Earl  Llticoln  andtdfd 
Dalrympl^  arrived  fafe  at  Penzance,  and  a 

few 


Ml 


S56 


INTERIOR    TRAVELS 


days  ago  paffed  through  this  place  for 


town. 


The  former  of  thefe  noblemen  received 
a  (hock  that  mufl  have  fun]|  deep  indeed. 
While  they  were  changing  horfes,  a 
hearfe  was  fetting  off  from  the  fame  inn 
fo^liondon;  and  pn  his  Lordfhip's  en- 
quiry concerning  it,  he  was  told  it  was  a 
corpfc  that  had  arrived  a  few  days  fince 
in  the  Lifbon  packet.  His  curiolity  and 
bis  fears  were  awakened.  It  was  the 
^corpfe  of  his  brother.  Lord  John  Pelham 
Clinton,  who,  a  few  months  fince,  had 
gone  pver  to  Lifbon  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health.  A  brpther  whom  he  panted 
to  ipeet  with— ;whofe  afFeftion  was  his 
joy  and  his  pride.  Thus  are  our  proud- 
eft  hopes,  like  a  tower,  propt  but  by  a 
broken  reed,  which  is  ever  ready  to  break ! 
.your  own  feelings  can  better  exprefs  the 
iituation  of  his  heart,  on  receiving  the 

melancholy 
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melancholy  information  than  my  pen  is 
able  to  defcribe. 

It  is  remarkable  on  the  very  day  before 
we  put  into  Scilly  Iflands,  while  we  were 
in  purfuit  of  the  fliip  a-Head  of  us,  he 
exprefled  vaft  anxiety  about  his  brother, 
as  he  had  not  had  letters  froni  him  for 
fome  months,  adding,  with  a  gloominefs, 
that  he  hoped  he  fliould  have  fome  ac- 
counts by  the  next  packet.  The  fhip  then 
in  fight  proved  to  be  the  Lifbon  Packet, 
which  had  his  brother's  dead  body  on 
board. 


Having  fully  complied  with  your  re- 
queft,  on  my  leaving  England,  of  em- 
bracing every  opportunity  to  let  you  hear 
from  me,  and  as  this  will  be  the  laft  of 
our  literary  correfpondence,  permit  me, 
before  I  conclude,  to  apologize  for  any  in- 
accuracies of  expreflion,  and  every  little 

fault 
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fdujt  that:  wy  bnVte  occiirtfed.:  And;i£ 
you  can  believe  me  diffictent  cnOugh  to 
diftruft  my  own  talcng,  cautious  of  af- 
fuoung  mierit  £1:0^/9^(^00  ii|ig|^i)t  c^i^ 
ppii,  a^d  anxiQuj:  to  thrqw^fclflnto 
YQurarms,  it  will  evince  the  ciearnef$  of 
your  judgment,  and  the  fincerity  of  Vbur 
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